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Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor /_ 

John Major yesterday wanted the 
country that it risked the ritidsunK 
mer nightmare of a Labour landslide,' 
opening the way for Tony Blair to: 
overturn Toiy success with the poli- 
cies of full-blooded Socialism. ■ 

Fresh from the triumph of the 
Wirral South by-election. the Laboiir. 
leader yesterday appeared at his 
party’s Welsh conference, in Uan- : 
dudno, with new MP Ben Chapman, . 
5ft, a former crvQ servant. 

Mr Blair said there was a new- 
found trust in New Labour, “the one- 
nation party of British po fi d cs", and 
that WirraJ South represented “noth- 
ing short of a political uprising 
against the Tories deep in their 
heartlands". 

The voters of Wirral South had 
had (heir say; now it was time for the 
rest of the country to have their 
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chance. Mr Blair urged the Prime 
Minister “For heaven’s sake, in the 
' interests of the country, sum the 
.dMiering.” 

: J. Reed with- the lTyer-cent swing 
• td Labour in WIrral S oil th. the Tory 
yreactiori' was confused^ with some 


^phoney war". He said In a BBC 
interview: “We will win back Wirral 
at the general election". But he also 
warned of the consequences of a 
Wirral -scale general election land- 
slide. 

"In a few weeks' time," he said. 


is a^new trust in New Labour, "the one 
party of polities” ,,, Wirral South is “a 
. ^political uprising against the Tories deep in 
... tibeir headlands.” -Tony Blair 


ministers. oonfidentiy saying they 
would- win it all back in an election 
at most two months, away cm l May. 
. But others wapnied of the revolu- 
tionary threat posed by Mr Blair’s 
Socialist party to the family, com- 
munity and country. J 
Dclivcring both messages at the 
same time, Mr Major said the by- 
election marked the en d of the 


“the people of Wirral will have the 
chance to vote again, and so will the 
rest of the country, and that decision 
might change the face of Britain. 

.. “So the battle is still to be fought 
Does Britain change course? Docs 
it move to the policies of socialism? 
Or, does it stay in the policies that 
have made it successful over the last 
few years?” 


However, Mr Major then added; 
“If we had voting like last night, there 
would be a Labour gov ernment with 
a clear majority, able to do what it 
wished, without let or hindrance". 

On the basis of the Wirral South 
swing, Labour would have a major- 
ity of more than 290. Some of Mr 
Major’s senior advisers ji e wanting 
that a Labour majority on that scale 
would deliver more than 100 fully- 
fledged Socialist MPs into the 
Labour ranks in the Commons .“with 
ail the risks that would entail''. 

The risk of talking up the Labour 
threat is that it might add to Labour 
credibility and further depress Con- 
servative morale, at a lime when even 
some ministers believe that the par- 
ty is doomed. 

The evidence for that pessimism 
can be seen in Westminster's up-and- 
nmning campaign for the next Con- 
servative leadership contest, which 
is built on an assumption of defeat. 


Mr Major insisted: “The whole 
Cabinet thinks it’s going 10 win ihe 
election, not just me ... and 1 think 
the parliamentary [Conservative] 
parly increasingly believes that is the 
case.” 

Mr Blair said that while the Gov- 


Whip. Donald Dewar, said: “Major 
seems to have lost the plot. It is dear 
that John Major has been up all night 
and. what's more, his morale has hit 
rock bottom. Nothing else can ex- 
plain the gobbledygook that he 
talked in his interviews todav." 


If we had voting like last night, there would 
be a Labour government with a clear 
majority, able to do what it wished, without 
let or hindrance pretty much.’ - John Major 


emraent had long ago given up gov- 
erning, its complacent reaction to 
Wirral South showed that it had also 
given up listening. 

“They dismiss it as a protest vote 
of no significance and cany on," he 
said. "Arrogant, out of touch, squab- 
bling already about who should be 
the next leader, that is today’s Con- 
servative Party." Labour's Chief 


Paddy Ashdown said Liberal De- 
mocrats had one message for Mr 
Major: “The game's up. The longer 
you leave it die harder you fall." 

Labour deputy leader John 
Prescott, who led the Wirral South 
campaign, said Labour had never 
believed the general election result 
was sewn up. “We've lost four 
elections," he said in a BBC radio 


interview. -But wc now think there 
is the best chance we have ever had". 

Labour had contacted 25,000 peo- 
ple during the campaign, and Mr 
Prescott said: “We had the best or- 
ganisation and the best candidate. 
We used all the modem methods. We 
had good policy, good organisation, 
and it dearly paid off." 

But the Prime Minister told Chan- 
nel 4 News that Mr Blair was dif- 
ferent things to different people. In 
Cot mm Life magazine, he was a 
couniiy gentleman, but in an inter- 
view with the Sun he said he ate fish 
and chips in from of the television. 
“They arc saying different things to 
different people”. 

Mr Chapman, Is expected to take 
his parliamentary place on Monday, 
when the Government will again 
move into a G"»mmnns minority of 
one. with 322 seals to the Opposi- 
tion’s 323. 

Wirral aftermath, page 7 


David Keys 

Archaeology Correspondent 

Stonehenge - the pre-eminent 
symbol of Britain's ancient her- 
itage - wasn’t built by the 
British at all, but by the French, 
according to the latest archae- 
ological research. 

A comparative analysis of 
British and French prehistoric 
monuments has revealed that 
Stonehenge has Sole in common 
with other British Neolithic 
structures, but shares many fea- 
tures with monuments on the 
other side of the Channel. 
Stonehenge's horseshoe design 
is very rare m Britain, but com- 
mon in western France - espe- 
cially Brittany. 

Dr Aubrey Burl, one of 


imposter 




that Stonehenge was probably 
the handiwork of a powerful 
and intrusive aristocracy from 
somewhere in western France, 
perhaps Brittany." 

The Stonehenge horseshoe s 
astronomical alignment - link- 
ing if with the mid-winter sun- 
set - is not typical of British pre- 

historjc-shes, bur. is again com- 
mon in Brittany. 

The geometry and. astro- 
noraioal alignments of the tec- ' 
tangle formed fay Stonehenge's 
so-called Station" Stones have np 
equivatenls.in Britain or frefand 
but do have parallels in norths 
west Ranee. Stonehenge’s-Sg- 
uralive an is- also unique in 
Bri tain, -bm common in Brittany. 

Until two yearn ago, archae- 
ologists thought the main pert 
of Stpnchengewas fcm It around 
2,000 BGNewdaijng tests have, 
now- revealed, frowever, that 



Le Carre 
dines out 
with Karla 


the monunientwas, constructed* 
around 600 years eririier. 

This meansthat Stonehenge 

is not an early Bronze Age 
structure of the so-called Wes-, 
sex Culture which flourished 

fromc21OGBCtoel60OBC,but 

was instead built by. people in 
the previous period, the Ne- 
olithic, when the. stone circles 


; of Avebury, and four massive 
earthwork - ritrial enclosures in; 
Wiltshire and Dorset were con- 
structed at virtually the same 
time — around 2600 BC. 

Significantly. Avebury also 
once appeared to have had a 
central horseshoe layout -and 
may therefore afao have shared 
in the French connection. 
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. It may well be that much of 
Hampshire, Wiltshire and 
Dorset were taken over by con- 
querors from Western France 
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new order and of conquest as 
it was of religious devotion. 
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Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

The creator of spymaster 
George Smiley last night sat 
down to dinner with the man 
who, in 1WI. became the real- 
life version of Smiley's arch-en- 
emy. Karia. 

Yevgeny Primakov, the Russ- 
ian Foreign Minister, met his 
favourite author John le Carre, 
for the first time last night at the 
-Russian Embassy in Kensington 
Palace Gardens. 

The thaw in the Cold Wir 
means that le Carre was able to 
meet the man who headed the 
Russian Foreign Intelligence 
Service - VRS, the successor ro 
the KGB - from 1991 until he 
became Foreign Minister in 
January last year. 

Mr Primakov has had exten- 
sive dealings with the KGB 
throughout his life, and there 
have been reports that he was 
an active KGB officer during his 
early career as a journalist and 
academic. 

Earlier yesterday. Mr Pri- 
makov met Malcolm Rifkind, 
the Foreign Secretary, who pre- 
sented him with a copy of Smi- 
ley's People signed by himself 
and John le Carre. 

Mr Primakov, 68, arrived on 
Thursday and dined with John 


£L7m fine for fatal fall 

Four companies were fined a 
record £1.7m over the collapse 
of a ferry walkway in 1 994 that 
left six people dead. Page 5 


Major. Yesterday he made a 
speech to the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs at 
Chatham House. 

“He’s a tough, impressive 
negotiator who knows his stuff, 
a diplomat said yesterday. 
There's a bit of the old style 
and a lot of the new style. He's 
an impressive operator. And 
he's very secure in the Russian 
system. " 

Mr Primakov is a life-long 
friend of Oleg Kalugin, the 
KGB general who was chief of 
counter-intelligence and later 
turned against the organ isa- j 
lion after 1990. They met in 
1 959 as trainee journalists. 

Yesterday's negotiations cen- 
tred on Nate's plans to enlarge 
to embrace the new democra- 
cies of Eastern Europe which 
will require a “charter'' be- 
tween the alliance and Russia. 
.Although Mr Primakov said 
Russia still opposed Nato en- 
largement to the east, he and 
his British counterpart ap- 
peared lo agree on many 
things. 

ft is not quite dear whose 
idea ii was for Mr Primakov 
to meet John le Carre last 
night. But a Russian Embassy 
official said, "John le Carry's 
name is quite well known in 
Russia" 


NatWestfs £50m blow 

NatWest said first-half profits 
would lake a £50m hit to cover 
■‘mispricing errors" at its in- 
vestment banking arm. Page 22 
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EU postpones decision on 
citrus fruit restrictions 

A European Union committee which is debating whether to 
impose trade restrictions on citrus fruits has failed to reach a final 
decision. 

The Committee on Plant Health will wait until its next Brussels 
meeting in a month's lime to decide whether to introduce a ban on 
fruits from South Africa and South America, from where Britain 
gets its entire summer citrus supply. 

The Ministry of Agriculture is fighting swingeing restrictions and 
^ P rc, ducers are angiy that other member states support a ban 
which would give Mediterranean citrus growers control of the 
European market. 

Souihem European fruit is harvested in the winter and the 
proposed ban. sponsored by Greece, would lead to chronic 
shortages and high prices of citrus in British shops this summer. 

Doug Henderson, chief executive of the Fresh Produce 
Consortium, said: "We will not allow them to creep this throuith in 
carpet slippers." Ian Burrell 

Mummified body found in cupboard 

Police called to a routine domestic dispute found a mummified 
body of a nearly naked man in a cupboard under the stairs, a court 
heard yesterday. The badly decomposed and maggot-infested body 
of 51 -year-old Jeffrey Brown, wearing only an anorak, vest and 
socks, had been in the cupboard since his death five months earlier. 
Nottingham Crown Court was told. 

Cheryl Godward. the resident of Lhe house at Sneinton, 
Nottingham, and a friend of the dead man, told police she left him 
at her home with two prostitutes. Judge John Hopkin jailed 
Godward. 29. for four years after she admitted obstructing Lhe 
coroner. The judge said that because of Godward's actions in 
concealing the body, ii had been impossible to establish how the 
former miner met his death. 

Godward said when she returned Mr Brown was cither 
unconscious or dead. She put him in Che cupboard and nailed it 
shut. The authorities were only alerted when, five months later. 
police were called to a domestic dispute and were met by a 
“pungent" smell. 

New lease of life for Brian 

Councillors at Swansea 
yesterday agreed to lilt a 17- 
year ban on the Monty Python 
film The Life of Brian. 

They decided that the movie 
- a spoof on the Jesus Christ 
story and condemned as 
blasphemous by some church 
leaders when it was first 
released - could he screened ih 
the city in aid of Comic Relief 
next month. 

In 1980 councillors voted 22- 
15 to refuse the film a licence. 


Car thieves take a day off 

A police force was celebrating another success for its "zero 
tolerance” anti-crime campaign yesterday - 24 hours without a car 
theft. 

Cleveland Police s three month offensive to clamp down on all 
kinds of offending, no matter how trivial, has already produced a 
string of benefits and the car thieves' day off is seen "as another 
milestone. The fresh breakthrough came during the 24 hours of 
Wednesday when, according to police records, not a single car was 
taken in Middlesbrough, long regarded as one of the nation's auto 
crime capitals. 

On Thursday there were three car thefts - but even that was not 
totally bad neyvs in a town which averages seven such thefts a day. 

A special crackdown on burglary in the force area led to a 37.7 
per cent decrease in the number of incidents last month. Over a 
four month period 1,214 burglaries have been detected, with 945 
arrests and property worth £167.875 recovered. 

BT museum to close 

British Telecom is to close the shutters on its national telephones 
museum, btoming falling attendances and commercial pressures. 
The central London site houses some 8U0 exhibits from the UK's 
dominant role in the development of telephones and telegraphs 
from the early 19th century to the most modem fibre optic 
technology. 

Despite free admission the museum attracted just 20.000 visitors 
last year and will shut for gixxl on 1 August. Four staff will be 
redeployed or lake voluntary redundancy, while the remaining two 
senior employees will tty to find a new home for the world's 
largest collection, which includes a warehouse near Heathrow 
airport filled with tens of thousands of items. BT insisted it 
remained committed to managing its heritage. Staff were said to be 
“very sad” about the decision. 

‘Stowaway’ reluctant to leave prison 

A judge yesterday expressed astonishment that a fireman should be 
allowed to "stowaway" in Brixton Prison, south London, for nearly 
a week after becoming bored with life on the outside. 

Judge Jeffrey Rucker said he could not understand why David 
Watson should'want to ask for a further spell of bed and "board at 
Her Majesty's pleasure, and expressed similar puzzlement that the 
authorities there should find him a cell. 

When prison officials realised the firefighter was on bail and that 
they were holding him illegally, he was quickly escorted to 
unwanted freedom. 

“I must admit this has its humorous aspects. But I assure you 
that we are treating this matter most seriously,'' said the judge. 



MSF chief re-elected 


Roger Lyons has been re-elected general secretary of 
Manufacturing Science Finance, the biggest white collar union in 
the private sector. Mr Lyons, a Labour Party- supporter, defeated 
the CominunisL-backed Joe Bowers, a Belfast regional officer 
of the union, hv 5b J1U votes to 26.668 - a margin on two 
to one. Barrie Clement 
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Fondest farewell: Imefda Marcos mourns her husband as his body arrives back in Manila 

Imelda’s red letter day is no 
cold comfort for Ferdinand 


S he may be the proud (and shameless) owner of 
the world's largest collection of loafers, sling- 
backs, stilettos, sandals and associated footwear, 
but Imelda Marcos can still claim familiarity with that 
most unwelcome feature of modem life - die final 
demand. 

To anyone who has ever been the unhappy recipi- 
ent of a red letter in a small brown envelope, the news 
that even the former First Lady of the Philippines is 
unable to settle her electricity bill may offer a crumb 
of comfort. But uniquely, it will not be merely the fish 
fingers that spoil when imetda's deep freeze is dis- 
connected; die late President himself will feel the heat 
under his starched collar. 

Since the deposed dictator's death in 1 989, he has 
enjoyed presidential repose in a glass coffin beneath 
the soft lights of a bespoke mausoleum, in which die 
cool temperature is carefully monitored, so as to main- 
tain his Excellency's excellence for future generations 
of Filipinos to enjoy. 

But life after death does not come cheap. In fact, 
the llocos Norte Electric Co-operative, which supplies 
power to the mausoleum, in the grounds of the fam- 
ily mansion at Batac - Marcos's birthplace - estimates 
that seven years' immortality comes to about $214,500 
(including tax). 

Trouble is, I me Ida's a bit strapped just now. And with 


the billions her husband stole from the nation (and gave' 
to his friends In Geneva for safe-keeping) tied up In 
an endless cycle of legal actions involving several ju- 
risdictions, the lady’s financial embarrassment Is not . 
likely to be swiftly resolved. _ 

As die deadline for pay men t expired yesterday Houk 
milas Pascual, president of the power ctvopefadve^ 
said: "We have given them [the Marcos, family] 
enough time to pay their bills. We are trying our beet 
to talk to Mrs Marcos but she does not seem inter- 
ested to settle the problem. 

“This is an ultimatum," he added firmly. • 

Meanwhile, Mrs Marcos, who returned In the Pfiffiffr-. 
pines after her husband's death and was later elect- 
ed a congresswoman, was not available for comment 
An aide simply said she was "out of town”. . 

it is not the first time that Mrs Marcos has been toft 
reaching for die candles. Elsctridty to her nueision Was . 
interrupted in April last year, when the family failed to 
pay arrears dating from before their sudden departure 
for exile in Hawaii in 1986. But it was restored after 
several days when a son-in-law made partial payment 
On that occasion, however, the power co-operative 
spared the mausoleum, in deference to die town's, 
"favourite son” following the emotional pleas of focal 
government officials, still loyal to the old regime.. - 

Adam Lefgft : 


Stars shine out 
in tribute to 
charming Tinker 

The London Palladium was 
packed yesterday as the theatre 
industry paid tribute to the famous 
Daily Mail critic, Jack Tinker, who 
died last year. 

It is a measure of Tinker's per- 
sonal charm that his sudden 
death from a heart attack last year 
at the age of 58 was mourned not 
just by his readers but by the ac- 
tors he wrote about and his rivals, 
who have just posthumously vot- 
ed him Critic of the Year. 

The packed house was filled 
with faces from Fleet Street and 
show business and countless Dai- 
ly Mail readers. Jack in Review 
was assembled In haste by Tin- 
ker’s friend Cameron Mackintosh 
and was a slickly produced two- 
hour anthology of show tunes and 
tributes. The proceeds went to 
The British Epilepsy Association 
(Tinker's daughter Charlotte died 
during an epileptic attack at the 
age of 24). 

Tinker would have fought to get 
a ticket Dora Bryan sang “Dia- 
monds are a Giri's Best Friend". 
The audience squealed with de- 
light at the 73 year old's high kicks. 

Dame Judi Dench, deadpan in a 
pink dirndl and bad blonde wig, 
joined Brendan O'Hea in a comic 
rendition of “You are 16 going on 
17" from The Sound of Music. Her 
fellow theatrical dame, Barry 
Humphries, gave his version of 
Sondheim's “The Ladies Who 
Lunch" 

The afternoon's highlight was 



an extract from the Royal National 
Theatre’s Guys and Dolls. Theatre 
critics joined in with the revivalist 
“Sit Down You’re Rocking the 
Boat”. Sir David English In his 
closing speech insisted that none 
of them would be replacing Jack 
Tinker. “A hard act to follow, he 
became as big a star as anyone 
he wrote about He was romantic 
about the theatre but never senti- 
mental." 

Tinker's strength as a critic, 
aside from his skills as a writer, 
lay in his almost total identification 
with his readers' tastes. This un- 
erring ability to understand what 
they would love and hate earned 
him their affection and their loyal- 
ty. A lot of people love the theatre 
but the show in Tinker’s honour at 
the Palladium proved that If actu- 
ally loved him back. 

Louise Levine 


City firm denies 
Horlick rumour 

A fund-management company 
yesterday denied reports that \ 
Nicola Horlick, the former City 
high-flyer, was joining them as an 
employee. 

By Fund Managers, which 
controls about £2 50m of investors' 
money, said ft had no plans to 
employ Ms Horlick. 

One of the company's directors, 
Nick Bancroft, said yesterday that 
no discussions had taken place 
with her. “We have not talked to . . 
her and she has not talked to us. 
I've not met her and I don’t think 
anybody else here has either," said 
Mr Bancroft “The first we knew 
about this was when we read 
reports this morning." 

The message was the same from 
a similarly named City firm, Ely 
Place Investments. A spokesman 
denied any knowledge of a deal 
involving Ms Horlick joining them. 

Tve only met her once and that 
was at a presentation and we did 
not discuss jobs," he said. 

Ms Horlick was dubbed 
“Superwoman” for her ability to 
juggle her high-flying job as 
penskms-fund manager at the City 
bank, Morgan Grenfell with her 
rote as the mother of five children. 

She was ousted from the bank 
over allegations - which she denies 
-that she tried to lure her team of 
staff to a rival fund manager. She 
hit the headlines after inviting the 
media to join her as she co nfront ed 
her bosses at Morgan Grenfell over 
her ejection from the company. 

Ms Horlick could not be 
contacted yesterday. 


EDUCATION 


Children’s achievements 
likely to mirror their parents 

A mother’s education, to a. powerful indicator of bet cl 
likeF - • ■ - - 



The linktoi _ . _ 

mothers and daughters. Professor Ernrisch found, ff. 

His research, jwbli$hed in a paper t ftW sfepp* 

found no evidence to 'suggest -that having a tnhritefjrf emjfflyiyfewi 
when a chad to 14 in any way reduces educational I - 

Contro v er si al research featured in a Panorama yin 
month suggested children whose mothers worked foUrtim) 
educationally. By. contrast. Professor ErmischfomkitfcaLX- 
working mother may evfcu increase the odds that: the.cbSkfj 
to A-levetoajjd beyond-; 



Research, Teh 0171878 2000. i 


tiaq^Ward 


WEATHER 


The threat of drought receded as awetand extmD&yjwwStff • 
February New out yesterday. Reservoirs are mostly aearl* 

ItaH - as they should be at this time of year— -and gt mmd irifetf 
levels have at last begun to rise slowly. Rainfall m Engl and and 
Wales was more than 38percent above the long-tenn average for 
the shortest month, following one of the driest Januaries in a , 
record stretching badtnearir 300 years. . J 

Rainfall over the six months front September - the period in 
which the conn try’s water supplies are re plenished has fain 80 
per cent of lhe long term average. . - 
This February has seen throe weeks of strong. winds, with : 
depression after depression sweeping in fnim the west The ' ;' 
Meteorological Office saiditwasthe most te mp est uo us period 
since the start of 1990, when therewas the second of the two Great 
StonmofrecetomeaHMy.Thtotime.tbelhstestgastreairdedm 
the north was at Lewis in the Weston Isles (lOlmph oh 19 
February) and, in the south, at Lite on Sofcnt, Hants (90mph on 24 
February). - Nicholas Schoon 



AIDS • . ;. , 

Death toll falls ih US for first time 

. • -V..- - .- 

Giving fresh hope in the battle against Aids, die numbers of deaths 
from the disease fe Qsignificantfy in the jJS during the fnpt bjjlfkrf 
1996, for the first time since # u/as first. detected in .1981. ’ J 

The Center for Disease Control arid Prevention In Atlanta 
reported that deaths from Aids fell by roughly 12 per cent over the 
six-month period. Tfcejledine was registered in all regions of the 
country, although its extent varied between different ethnic groups. 
Deaths among whites fell by 21 per cent, for example, but only by 2 
per cent among African American^ 

The drop, which compared with a startling 30 per cent decline 
recently reported by New York City for the whole of 1996, was 
attributed to various factors, including; the recent introduction of 
promising new drugs called protease inhibitors. Experts also cited 
improved AIDS awareness programmes and unproved access to 
care for sufferers of tttedisease. .. .. 

President Cfioton welcomed the figures, but added: “It. to also 
dear rtiar the Aids epidemic is not over”. Davidilsbome, New Ybrk 

HOME AFFAIRS 

Inspector warns on jail cuts 

IlKClJef.Insito^orofPrisonshagattftcfcediiropoted cutsin : 
funding at a jail, which he sgid are “unacceptable’’ and win result 
in inmates being locked in their cells for almost 24 hours a day. 

Sir David Ramsbotham argued that this would, prevent inmates 
' — rehabilitated and learning new skills to stop than - 

on thfeir refea$& IBs outspoken report followsa visit to 


He said the jail faced a cut in numing costs of 15 per cent by April 

2©oo. ~ V, *. ' ./■ ; 

“It is qtoteuaacceptablefbr-a modern prison to find itself in the., 
position wbo'e, by the end of the century most prisoners will be 
locked in tfiefrcelb afl the time save for small periods on exercise 
ami a littfo aarodataon," he saUL 

Paul CavadinO, chai rman of the Penal Affairs Consortium, 

commented: “Tbe bleak regime —would make it impossiHe to - 

rehab ilitate prisoners. It would turn them out of prison much 
more embitter ed and more confirmed in criminal attitudes than 
when they went taL” . Jason Bennotto 

ROYAL MAIL 

It’s quicker to stick than lick 

Self-adhesive stamps are to go on sale in Scotland and Northern 
Ireland m March cm a six-month trial, Royal Mail said yesterday. 
But they are unKkeiy to be bought by the public during the trial 
period, as they are being sold in rolls of 100. If they prove 
successful, they could go cm sale throughout the UK to business 
and domestic customers. 

Royal Mail says' it to targeting small and medium-sized firms in 
Scotland with the message, “It’s quick to stick”. Alex Gibb, Royal 
Mail’s general manager for Scotland, said: “This is probably one of 
the biggest changes to British stamps since the Penny Black was 
introduced more than 150 years ago. - - 
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newspapers 

SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled papermadeup 41-2% of .. 
the raw ma te ria l for UK newspapers, 
biifie first half of!996 • 


RADIO 3. BREAKING NEW SOUND BARRIERS 
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sounding the 



FROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF THE CENTURY. RADIO 3 HIGHLIGHTS THE COMPOSERS WHO REFLECT THE VITALITY AND 
RANGE OF 20TH CENTURY MUSIC. ‘SOUNDING THE CENTURY 1 CONTINUES WrTH THE CBSO, CONDUCTED BY SIR SIMON RATTLE, 
PERFORMING MUSIC BY BERIO. LUTOSLAWSKl AND MESSIAEN. WEDNESDAY MARCH 5TH AT 7.30PM. LIVE ON RADIO 3. 
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■ who will wear the clothes? 


IN TOMORROW’S 


Five great sections for 
the very best in 
Sunday journalism 



A small army of buyers are 
now deciphering the trends 
that will fill shops in autumn 

Melanie Rickey tween now and autumn an i 


Amid all the glitz, glamour and 
endless hype of London Fash* 
ion Week, which ended yester- 
day, there have been clothes fop 
real women that wifi malm their 
way into the shops this autumn. 
Among them are those de- 
signed by Al exander McQueen, 
the maverick couturier for 
Givenchy, and John Rocha, the 
Dublin based, Hong Kong-born 
designer whose clothes are pic- 
tured. Every day you wfll have 
seen photographs like these in. 
newspapers and on television: 
but are these clothes what we 
will really be wearing come 
September? 

Many of the clothes - par- 
ticularly the more extravagant 
items designed to catch the 
eyes of the photographers- do 
not make it on to shopiafls. Be- 


tween now and autumn an in- 
tricate series of events wQI de- 
termine what wiD be “the 
fashion”, and what win not. 
Rita Britton, from designer 
emporiumJtoliyamKin Barns- 
ley, was in London all week buy- 
ing rite clothes her working 
customers, in Yorkshire trill 
want. .“What people who read 
fashion pages ~ don’t realise is 
that halx the clothes shown 
don't even go into production.*' 
A typical fashion show will 
have between 300 arid 1,000 
guests. Half of the guests wfll be 
press, * and will either write 
about the clothes, or use them 
in. fashion shoots. These people 
will determine The Trends: The 
other half of the audience will 
. be fesfiian bayers from stores aB 
over the world, who determine 
w*at xve actually buy by shap- 
ing The IBendsintoreal clothes. 





F-f-f-f-fashlon? Far left, an offering from Alexander McQueen 
that might actually reach the high street and, above, one of 
his creations that almost certainly will not. Quick change: one 
of Vivienne Westwood’s models, centre, te helped Into her next 
outfit during one of the shows Photographs: Ben Elwes 


Buyers are the designers’ 
bread and butter. Without 
them, clothing like McQueen’s 
and Rocha's, for example, 
would remain a fantasy. As 
well as these two designers, 
Lynette White, fashion buyer 
for liberty, is responsible for 
buying Hassein Chalayan and 
- Helmut Lang. 

For her, the catwalk presen- 
tation is inddenial the real de- 
cisions vrill be made in the 
showroom. "The amount we 


buy from a particular designer 
depends on their performance 
last year, and we only take 
rides with new designers if they 
are exceptional,” she said. Yes- 
terday she was writing orders for 
Rocha’s collection which 
showed on Wednesday. “His 
clothes sold very well torus last 
autumn,*' she explained." 

When a buyer selects cloth- 
ing it must be wearable and sell- 
able, but not necessarily 
commercial. You will not find an 


Alexander McQueen dress in 
the shops that consists of just a 
collar with lassies to cover the 
breasts. Nor will you find a fas- 
cia pink faux snakeskin jacket 
by Antonio Berardi. Even 
though they were shown on the 
catwalk, they are unrealistic. 
However, McQueen bums ter 
trousers feme sold at Liberty, as 
have intricate coats by Yohji Ya- 
mamoto. Hie result is some- 
thing of a compromise. Lynette 
White said: “We don't aim to 


buy watered down fashion that 
people will easily understand, 
our aim is to educate the cus- 
tomer. to rive them the ideas 


and opportunities to wear ex- 
citing clothes." 

Rocha admitted (hat he was 
nut a good salesman, but with 
his annual turnover now 
approaching £5m and selling to 
20 countries. he has hit on a 
formula. “ My designs come 
from the heart, and fortunate- 
ly the buying public under- 
stands what l'ra trying to say." 
He knows that what he does es- 
sentially is to “put clothes on 
backs '. But they are truly beau- 
tiful clothes. 

McQueens clothes are 
aimed at a different customer, 
so Lynette White takes a dif- 
ferent approach. You will not 
see McQueen g-string denim 
shorts or peak-shouldered 


breast-baring garments like the 
ones shown on Thursday in 
Liberty. She will be buying Mc- 
Queen’s belted cowhide coats, 
cut-out leather dresses, skin- 
tight jeans and sharply em- 
broidered suits. "Things are 
going more and more ■streetyV 
she said. “McQueen's show 
was a breath of fresh air. and 
proved that it’s not important 
to have the essential black tai- 
lored suit anymore. Thai is not 
what people want from Mc- 
Queen." 

So. next time you see a mod- 
el on ihe catwalk wearing a 
seemingly unwearable outfit, 
remember, there is an army of 
people out there whose sole aim 
is to translate what they see on 
the catwalk into something you 
can wear, and that is true pur- 
pose of London Fashion Week, 
despite all the hype. 


JACK THE LAD 

6 In a relationship, the 
woman has the power 
that comes from man's 
inability to think 
about anything but 
women ...5 

Hollywood's biggest 
rascal. Jack Nicholson, 
talks exclusively to 
David Thomson 

PLUS: 

THE NEXT 
CHANCELLOR? 

The private life of 
Gordon Brown 

MUSSEL POWER 

Secrets from the new 
Belgo cookbook 

TICK-TOCK 

Do men have a 
biological dock? 

THE CRUNCH 

Reports and analysis 
from today's crucial 
England v France Five 
Nations' Championship | 
ma tch at Twickenham 

THE SUNDAY 
PREVIEW 

Full seven-day terrestrial 1 
and satellite TV listings 1 
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The Array intends to revive the.. 
Napoleonic art of luring new re- 
cruits over a pint in the pub. 

For the first time in more 
than 200 years soldiers wiD be 
sent out with a brief to enlist 
young men between 18 and 26 
by buying them a beer over a 
chat ih their local. 

Over 300 soldiers from tbe 1st 
Battalion Worcestershire and 
Sherwood Foresters Regiment 
wfll be involved in the novel re- 
cruitment campaign which be- 
gins next Saturday. 

They will work in teams of 
four and go armed with a kitty 
to buy likely recruits a drink. 

The regiment has targeted 88 


m 15 Mi dland towns which form 
their recruiting heartland. The 
towns indude Derby. Notting- 
ham, Worcester, Redd h ch, Bux- 
ton, Newark and Chesterfield. 

The three-week recruitment 
drive has been approved by 
the Ministry of Defence andis 
being closely monitored by oth- 
er regiments, who may take up 
the idea if it*s a success. 

“TVe are- reverting to the.old 
style recruiting methods of skir- 
mishing used 200 years ago 
when barracks didn’t exist and 
soldiers were billeted in inns 
which were a very fruitful 
source of recruits," said Major 
John Cotterfll who is in com- 
mand of the operation. 

“In those days soldiers led by 
a recruiting sergeant would buy 
boys a pint of foaming ale and 
leave a king's shilling in the bot- 
tom of the glass. ■ 
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Offering tiie king's shilling: A recruiting sergeant ‘tempts a 
village yokeT la-1855 ' Mary Evans Picture Library 


had finished his pint he was, 
deemed to have accepted ihe 


ty.and the next thing they knew 
they .had been whisked awaym 
a troop ship to fight Napoleon," - 
saitLMajor CotterDL- 


TWe win not be- kidnapping 
anyone this time-The idea is next 
. to plypeoptewith drink, knock 
. them over .'the head and carry 
theftt away, . 

“Our teams will go into pubS 
wearing rfoifonn and seek to en- 
gage boys of their own age in 
conversation,” he added. “They 
will chat and seek to convince 
people this is the life tor them 
and they ought to join their lo- 
cal regiment" 


He went on: “It won't be a 
matter of soldiers walkmf * into 

are on the house^They won’t 
be distributing largesse to all 
and sundry. 

people a pintoF beer because 
its cheaper than whisky and you 
wouldn’t get so much time to 
. talk to a btoke drinking a short,” 
Msrior Cotterfll said. 

The project is being financed 


by profits made from a snadc bar 
the regiment ran during thetr 
six-month stay in Bosnia last 
year. 

The regiment - motto 
“Finn” - was founded in 1694 
and many sotdiers are being sent 
to recruit in pubs in their home 
towns. 

The regiment contains 700 
soldiers and requires 100 new 
recruits every year. Officers 
are hoping tlus and other pro- 
jects during the next three 
weeks wiQ unearth all the 
recruits they need for the next 
year. 

The armoured infantry bat- 
talion is based in Tidworth, 
Wiltshire and soldiers wfll spend 
much of this year training in 
Canada. 

A Ministry of Defence 
spokesman said: "This is obvi- 
ously a very inventive, localised 
recruiting campaign which may 
or may not work. 

“It will certainly keep the 
Army in the public eye in the 
area from which that regiment 
raises its manpower.” 

The battalion performs a 
ceremony unique to the Army 
on 20 September each year. A 
private is allowed to cany the 
regimental colours to mark ihe 
battle of Alma during the 
Crimean war in 1854 when 
every officer and sergeant in the 
regiment was either killed or 
wounded and the regimental 
colours were carried into bat- 
tle by Private Keenan. 

The regiment was the first in 
the British Army to cross the 
River Seine during the advance 
across France in 1944. 

The last soldier to be wound- 
ed in Northern Ireland before 
the 1994 IRA ceasefire. Lance 
Corporal Nobty Clarice, was 
serving with the regiment in 
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Lucky God is one of the chosen 


David Usbome 

New York , . . 

If God has ever considered 
jading the riches of Heaven tor 
those of Earth, He may have 
struck lucky. "The Ahnighly has 
been drostio by American fam- 
ily PuhfisberMSweep?^^ 

■ ae *i waantial Uli nllW 


of $llro(£7m); : 

In what appears to have been 
a case of extreme computer ec- 
centricity, a letter of notification 
was sCnt by Fan% Bib&hers 
earlier this Week to a'aaall Ren-, 
lacosud church in rural Florida. . 
Rather than being tor its Pas- ' 


tor, BiD Brack, howevcr T the let- 
ter was addressed directly to 
God. • . 

“God,' we’ve been seardnng 
for you," it declansd, insisting 
that He - alongside millions of 
others all across the fend, in- 
cluding myself -^had been “pos- 

itivetymentified” asbemgin the 
nmniHg for the mulri-miUion 
pay-out 

Like most sane people, Pas- 
tor Brock would have normal- 
ly thrown the envelope away 
■ -unopened. It was ottiy when his 
youth counsellor spotted the 
addressee that be saved it. 

The fetter inside, adorned 


with the usual quaskrf&ai seals 
and stxim, went on: “What an 
incredible fortune there would 
be for God! Could youinagifle 
the looks you’d get from your 
neighbors. But don’t just sit 
there, God!" 

Pastor Brock is holding on to 
the- letter. “I want to consult 
with my church board, before 
doing anything crazy," he said 
yesterday. However, he says 
that if God were selected, he 
would play the Almighty tor the 
sweepstakes people. 

“I believe hi God, but I don’t 
believe in sweepstakes." said 
Pastor Brock, whose church is 


the Bushnell Assembly of God 
north of Thmpa. “But if they 
turn up at the church door 
with$llm then I wfll believe in 
sweepstakes too." 

Of course, responding to the 
letter would entail God giving 
something bade to Family Pub- 
lishers. In my case, the quid pro 
quo was agreeing to subscribe 
to a motley range of weekly pub- 
lications I had never heard of. 

There was nothing on the list 
Itkefytobeofmudiuseinheav- 
eo. But then, of course, we know 
now that God does not live in 
Heaven, after afl, but in Bush- 
nell, Florida. 




If you'd Eke to know more about our unique whiskey, write to us for a free booklet at the Jack Daniel Distillery. Lynchburg, Tennessee 37352 USA. 

AT JACK DANIEL DISTILLERY we’re a hard-working bunch 
who believe in doing a job right. 

Two of our tickers are coming to grips with a big stump 
of hard maple. Soon, they’ll strip it and bum it to the 
charcoal we use for smoothing our whiskey. And 
nothing does more for Jack Daniel’s than this unique 
charcoal mellowing process does. If you think most 
distillers don’t go to this trouble, well, you’re right. 

None do. But after a sip of Jack Daniel’s, we believe, 
you’ll recognize the rewards of hard work. 
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IACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 













BECAUSE MORE PEOPLE ARE INJURED IN SIDE IMPACTS than in any other type of collision, 
side-impact airbags are now available on all Vectras. And that comes on top of an already impressive 

list of safety features. Like side-impact beams built into each door, reinforced door pillars and sills as THE VECTRA FROM VAUXHALL@ 

well as special shock absorbing door padding. The airbags themselves are integrated inro the seat frames so that they remain in the most effective place no matter- what your driving-position. 

And inflation with the 12 litres of non-toxic gas is almost instantaneous. (Within 10 milliseconds of a collision). If you’d like, to know iiiore, about ■ 
our particular style of life insurance call 0800 455 466. Before somebody really does knock your door. • v 

c*. ■■£* c DF A|R?« KCf *CE *«ILASLE AS OPTIONAL EHHW AT AN AOOlTlOHAl COST OF £135 FOR VECTRA CPX. AND C4S0 INOUMTO PASiENGER AIRBAG MR OTHER MODELS. wm.V3UXlUll.C0.uk ' 
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Ttoo Swedish firms who - cfe- ' employees. Port of R ams g at e 
signed, built and installed the -; : Ltd, be _said, -must .'share re- 
walkway at the Port of "Rams- sponabitity for the couapse of 
gate in Kent' were fined a total the wjflfc^alfhougi ‘niBg 
of £lni, the port £200,000. and less, than w tbe^case of the 
Lloyd’s Register of Shipping, 'Other defendants'". - 
which gave the device a safety; . A rookesman for the Health 
certificate, £500,000 ^.the first.: and Safety Executive, which 
c rimin al conviction in its 237- . . brought the inrosecutK) M» sai d 
i.- i y _ - «Wa*4t onc^eflticVieaT «ain 


i 


brought the prosecuLMJus, s«uu 

^«^fhatTtwas“saJjsfie<r , with 

the sentences which it hoped 
. would act as a warning. - 
The Swedish firms, who on le- 
gal advice were not represent- 
«d m court, cannot, legally be 
forced to pay the fines, be- 
: cause they have no UK assets, 
but it wfll bar them from 


year history. 

The fines, which follow con- 
viction on 17 February after a 
four-week trial, pawefoe way for 
the injured and relatives of the 
dead to sue for massive civil 
damages, likely to total hun- 
dreds! of thousands of pounds. 

Richard Scorer, a solicitor but it will oai 
representing a. number of the : trading ^ete untfl they da ^ 
claimants said later;' ‘“C-om-- - 

pensation riaims have already ~ af Lioytf sR^rfflid ktenT 
been lodged. Tm confident they . . . am P^sma^xriemeiy ^ny 
wfll be settled, partiadariy in the 
light of the £ and verdict". ; pened. -Wewtsh 
Passing sentence in the Old 

Bailey, Mr Justice darite said: and to the fimrihes of those who 
“This was a tragic accidents died. .• .-'r* • .. t *j 

which should never have hap-- _ The Port of 
pened. I hope that nothing like . later said it was <»naderagan 

Itwfll ever hanoen wE?- - appeal; a 8^ and 

conyictkm^The company does 
not feel it was .culpable for the 
tragedy which occurred in 
•' 1994” said a spokeswoman. 
Port Ram^ate lid, and the 
Swedish companies, had denied 
a Health and Safety Executive 
■ tn nwiire the 


Victorian Swampy chaUengesthe plann^s 


Ian Barrett 


A subterranean labyrinth exca- 
vated by a nineteenth century 
forerunner of Swampy, the road 
protester, is under threat from 
a planned housing develop- 
ment 


g£: A 4o earthly^ can be 
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l »n a hritlhl^r future 


often referred to the eccentric as 
“The King of Edge HUL 

Williamson's constituency is 
once in need of help- The 

once leafy district now has as- 
sociations with a different un- 
derworld. where Liverpool s 
settle their scores 


otesfer, is under threat trom mai ui* and 1840 provided well-paia aer»uu«. 

SH“ pafterlhe 

absssg 3SE5SS ifeESS feS 


|A.UW>U. 1 uupw UIUI 

it will ever happen again. 

The previous largest fine for 
a charge under the. Health and 
Safety at Work Act was. 
£750,000, imposed in 1988 fol- 
lowing three fatal accidents at 
an oD refinery .Ttoo Britons were 
among the six passengers who 
j: > o ct«*>t nm hnkfinc 


the walkway in place came Mfegr 

from Ramsgate to Ostend.. > Ud wasabo 

Steven fo 5d 'gA^tlerier charge 
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Joseph WfltianBon, an eccentric the newly-formed Fn 
philanthropist. . ■ ■— Mgl — — 

. A tobacco baron with a 
bizarre fetish for tunnelling, 
he spent 35 years hollowing out 
imm ense underground caverns 

and earning the nickname ‘The 

Mole of Edge HilT. 

One ebborately-created un- 
derground banqueting hall is 

80fi long and 40ft high, con- 
taming entrances to 25 tunnels, 
some of which extend for. miles 
beneath the city. Now the Mole, 
like Swampy, is at war with de- 
velopers, albeit posthumously. 

Liverpool City Council has 
'Approved plans to build 21 stu- 
dent homes.on a site immedi- 
ately above the main entrances 
to the labyrinth. ' • 

The decision has^bewilderea 
local historians, >hq had hoped __ 
to turn the area info a shrine to 
Williamson’s tunnel mama. 

- 4.^ lltn kllVfy 


derelict garage 

Not that he was ostenta- 
tious. He lived like a iroglodyte 
at the rear of his house, sleep- 
ing in a cavern and using a 
cellar as his living room. 

His burly figure was a famil- 
iar sight on the streets of Liv- 
erpool in a battered beaver 
hat, patched brown coaL cor- 
duroy breeches and hobnail 

w ^ .. _ i u.-r iUa Pnnri* 


of Wales, on a visit to the city, 
described him as The only 
gentleman in Liverpool . 

Williamson had come from 
humble origins as the son of a 
poor Warrington farmer who 
came to Liverpool at the age of 
11 to seek his fortune. 

He found work with a to- 
bacco company, which he took 
charge of years later after mar- 
_ ,u. -lo.inhipr nf the bOSS. 



lobnail charge ot years 

S. N»^he P^cc £&«£$£ 

— eiehpc which he invested 
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The environmental protester 

“Swampy’', whose 

underground sit-in defied 

bailiffs during the A30 by- 
pass protests in south Devon, 
yesterday pledged to help 
build a bigger network of 
tunnels to try to block an 
airport’s second runway. 

Campaigners claim that 
the £172 milli on scheme for 
Manchester Airport. 


approved by John Gummer, 
the Secretary of State for the 
Environment, is unnecessary 
and will blight the 
countryside. 

As Swampy, alias Daniel 
Hooper, 23, arrived at the 
site near Mobberley, 
Cheshire, he said: “This is 
pollution for profit and I am 
determined to stop it 
“T will be here for as long 


as it takes." 

He said protesters were 
planning to tunnel under the 
water table to foil attempts to 
evict them. Work clearing the 
site is expected to start in the 
spring. 

Police have warned the 
campaigners that their 
tunnels are potentially lethal 
because of seeping methane 
gas. 


i ne u »«»■ - — -c — 

great riches which he invested . 

in his excavations. Historians es- 
timate that Lhe network of tun- 
nels cost Williamson £100,000, 
equivalent to £25m today. 

Local archivist Dave Head 
said: ‘The site is worth far 
more as a tourist attraction 
than as student accommoda- 

U °But Carol Young, one of the 
architects planning Lhe student 
development, said that a rafted 
design would protect the tunnels 
from damage. ‘•The fears are 
unfounded," she said. 


Swampy: Runway protest 

PhotDgraph-.Peter Macdiarmid 
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TELEVISIONS 

SAVE to £100 


MATSU1 imiMwa 

1«"Metert TV with I 

Remote Control I 

■ 3d cm visible saeen size I 
a ideal second set. 5 

Model 1 JVIT. w« £15909 


0Ll49» 


n mu tocf 

^£18^ 


MATSU I nnwffia m- nietext tv with 

Remote Control 

■ 49on viable Mwi sij*. W-fUiJB oni r Mnrt~ 

■ Teletest (or access to A gas 

information services Iklllfl 5|«jqq 

Mcdci :uvrr. ■ 

Was £21999. 


SONY 14 Fastsct TV with Remote Control 

■ 34cm visible screen sire. ■ » 

■ Fasterr tor easy acres* 

to all Teletext services. ■7|fl ,1 fjQ„„ 
Model I4T1. Was £24959. Pl'lt 1J3W 
In-store Price CQ9.99. 

BUY NCIW PAY 6 MONTHS LATHI 



MATS lit mama zvmg 
wKh Fasten MM 

■ Sion visible screen size. HpT^ 
B Fastert for easy access Vj[ 1 1 1 
to Teletext services lull 

Model 2 ivin. In-store Free £159 99. 
BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


n- MCAM stereo TV 
vouoa rprt I 


BUSH 2T MCAM Stereo TV with Teteten 
■ Mon visible screen site 
a Teletext for access to Vra m 

Information services. RIlIrsMMoil 

Model 2863. was £439.99. 

BUY NOW PAY G MONTHS LATER 



SONY 29" MCAM Stereo TV with Fasten 
■ 6 Bon visible screen size. 

BlO picture facility. —mm— — 

Model 29F1. MfUMB qg*””” 

Was (699.99 KflTlIXQQoa 

buy now pay laUl^iJuaM 

9 MOtfTHS LATER 


SANYO 28- Doby 

Pro-Logic Surround Soimd VfTfrl PAA 
TVwWi Fasten nlfllJmHHQQ 

a 66cm visible screen sice t aw ■ 

■ Black main. F5T tube. Model ZBWri. Was £799.99. 


J VC 2T ID Phonic Dol by Pro-U 
a 68cm visible screen sire. MRH 
a Qnema sound with no M^jTl 
need for extra speakers. Kl|l 
Model 295X1. liil 

Was £849.99. 

BUY NOW RAY 6 MONTHS LATHI 


HOME CINEMA CHOIcr BESTBUY 

ff“ 

.ITT 


TOSHIBA Britain's Best Sellmo ZT 
Dolby Pro- Logic Surround 
Sound TV with FosUxx 
66on visible screen n 
Model 2857. Was £899.99. 

In-store Pike £84959. BUY MNC MV 6 MOOTS LAIB1 


SANYO mmsa 25- MCAJ 
with Fatten 

■ 59cm visible screen nee. Kwfl 
a Fasten for easy access ll 

to Tek ten panes. It*! 1 ! 
Model 5957. Was £449.53. 

BUY NOW PAY G MONTHS LATER 


25* MCAM Stereo TV 


FINAL REDUCTION 


HITACHI EHEEU ■mH« 

25 " MCAM Srerco TV «mdi F jam Hr 4 *H amn 

a 59cm visible screen size Kl 1 1 rAj Unn 

a Complete with stand, li i 

Model 2566. Was £479 99 BUY HOB FW 9 MOOTS Una 
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ON A RANGE OF LAUNDRY AND REFRIGERATION APPLIANCES 

18 MONTHS 




ON A RRANGE OF 
KITCHEN APPLIANCES 


INTEREST FREE 
OPTION 

ON A RANGE OF TOP BRAND PRODUCTS g- 


m 


UP TO A Jp£Zf\ 

TOTAL OF XlUU 


MATSU I EBSBBflLong Play Video with 
Remote Control ^^^9 ~SalE PKE 

Uing play irueaies rsxontng jb* 

time o' tape. Rlll{lj399 

Model vxat 100. Mil 1 

Was £14959 HURRY 1 UMTTED STOCKS 


JVC Long Play Video with VtdeoPha 
VideoPlus and PDC for ■^^■“sau MICE 

easy and reliable w 

programming. VC{ I Irl MM on 

MratolHBI'U Vat 1 i»».33 


CANDY ^ 

9.8 cu-ft. Fridge Freezer 
h 5.7 cu.ft fridge, 
a T1 (table shelves- 
Model CCM28/12G. Was £399.99. 



Was £36959. 

FfMtore Price £24959. BUY NON IW 6 MONTHS LMBI 


RECOMMENDED OY GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 

M SB jS L. 




BOSCH Full Sfae tc riogteaf OMnwher 

■ Very quiet operation. sail nuCE 

■ 6 programmes. BCT1 Rftft 

Model SMS60I2. Brllll 

Wat £519.99. - 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATER 


REFRIGERATION 

SAVE 



HOTPOINT 


1000 Spin Aquarius 
De Luxe' Autowasher 


■ Aquarius wash system. 

■ Slow Spin speed. Model WM2S. 

Was £49939: Was £309391 Was £37959. 


NOVA SCOTIA 

U aiit Chest Rreezer g 

■ Compact sae. M 

■ Adjustable thermostat. ■ 

Model CF380. ■ 

Was £10959. 


NOVA SCOTIA 


Model HRJ23Q 1 

Was £229.99. 

LOWEST EVER PRICE 


MATSUI «MH1M 4-Head NICAM Stereo 

Video with VideoPlus. POC 

and Auto set-tv SaUmo 

VideoPhn and POC (or easy. HTT|M "I 1 ) A 
reliable recording. Mil 99 

Model VP96OI. *** ** — — 

Was £269597 Was £24999. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


PANASONIC 4-Head Ml CAM stereo 
video with vkJeoPtuf BRBWffff gjBgYS woci 

a Auto set-up facility. agrKISa apa 

■ Or -screen display BBSHfjDIJ 99 

Model NVHD6058. J2| 


SONY 4-Head Super Th-Logk MCAM Stereo 

Kasjsr- 

sssss"^ 1^*1(383581 

Wat £449.99. More Price £399 99 
12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


5.1 as.1t Fridge 
Adjustable iti e mw ac 
Model NSi«XVSi0G. 
Irvstora Price £11939. 


FRIGIDAIRE 

Motit Fridge wc 

a Push button defrost- ■** 
■ CFCfree. Hf 

Model RT526H. til 

Was £199.99. 

HURRY - IIWUI STOCKS LAST 


BEKO 

4.1 ol(L Upright Fleeter 
a Fast freeze section, 
a Indicator lights. 

Model 6ZCT2 


TV/VIDEO PACKAGES 

■ C a 1 r r~ 


m 


SAVE 


JVC 21* Fasten TV whh Remote Control 
Sion risible screen sue 
PLUS Long Pfey Video ■JIHJ MIMt 

with VideoPlus BSM 

Model 21 ET1/23L tlv/lt -III 

Total Separate Sell-ng Ifi 1 ! £*♦# 

Price £549.98 

T8 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


MITSUBISHI 

IV TV/Vkfeo Package 

2T Dolby Pro4ogk Surround Sound TV 

5icm visible screen size rorowr— — rrr- 

niKU.^U0M »WI« MOAiroa 


PLUS 4-Head NICAM KAM " 

Stereo Video with Hill , 

VideoPlus Hi 1 ! 1 

Model 21 AV1BO/HSS50V. 

Toial Separate Selling Price £79998 
12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION’ 



■ -^£140 


[loBta 


(10959 


FINAL REDUCTION 


TRICITY BENDIX 

7.0 rn ft Fridge fn t n r urmir 
43 cuA fridge- BPpI 

Model FD806W. EH 

Was £32939. Was £259-99- 81 Pi 1 
In-nore Price £219.99. 


FRIGIDAIRE Mi 

105 olFl Own Fraazar 8MMM 
Fast freeze fadlity. BSRF3 

Model FC103& K'ill 

WasJ3W397 . . B-AJI 

Wbs £24959. 


*14 i.st 1 ■ ' 1 1 . Le P_ ' 1 - 


GORENJE aj coJL uprr 

■ Fast freeze section. Rami 

■ Reversible door. v-'WVf ; «% aft 

ssssr- B®j£ 24 a 99 

In-store Price E2S959 
BUY NOW PAY TO MONTHS LAZBI 


, PCs 

SAVE to £600 



C^H^I SYSTEMS II PORTABLE CD HI-FI I™" 

SAVE II rffm SAVE I A 

^SS5 ; T u o p Tl?o A F£;12a wfte&ps To £20 11 


VACUUMS 

SAVE 

to £80 


uptoa f £120 


m 




) 4 COOKERS A 
*um> SAVE TOTAL OF £300 n 


FINAL REDUCTIOri 


ADVENT P7S MuWmedca PC 
8Mb RAM r.ndudes M | 

1Mb video mcmorvl. Vww s 

Model 7o:o. nryii 

wasXBer WasfMS: ITTiN I 

Was £699. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


FINAL REDUCTION 

IAIs£.T«1 


£300Et 


MATSUI mm 

m Mutdplay- piayeup 
to 3 CDs. 

■ AM.TM tuier 
Model VHFBOb 
Was £99 99. 


Ill £©9.99 


MATSUI ms 

Portable CD System 
a AMIFM radio 
a Programmable CD. 
Model G37IJ 
Was £79.99. 


[j £6999 


FRIGIDAIRE soonsiot^ 

Electric Cooker 

Single oven with *AIF FWQ 

glass door. Model CP14S0. H]|| ,1 CQ__ 

iitefjiwr pV1IIDj9S 

Was £17959. 


FINAL REDUCTION 


PANASONIC 

Upright OersTOt 
a 750 watt motor, 

■ Lightweight' 

Model MCE450. 


£8999 


PARKINSON COWAN 

»cnt Slotrtn Gas Cooker 
Double oven. 

Model OVATION 60GLXA. 

Was £86959. In -store 
Price £69959. BUY NOW PWY 12 MONTHS LATER 


TVTA a 

£ 20 Q^B 


FINAL REDUCTION 


FINAL REDUCTION 


APRICOT P7S Pentium* Multimedia PC 
a 75MHz iniei Pentium* ■P^H'sale pwce 
unxxsHL 

1 8Mb RAM/850 Mb hard Rl|[|l rRQQ 

a Ouad-speed CD-ROM dnve. 

Model P75. WxJMK Was j5«?. Was £799. 


PACKARD BELL Internet Ready 

133MHa Pentium*' BfiVfM »ll I'lli 

Processor Multimedia PC PjfTl 4|ftftJ 
a 8Mb RAM/i 2'jb hart imt. Rnl!l1el||UI 
a 28* bo; medern tllli 1 1 w *.' 

Model 91 ED 

Was£Mj*9. Was 0*99 Was ilZTS. Was £1299. 
£1000 SOFTWARE Ask for details. 


AIWA 

Ultra Compact CD Mian Hi-Fi 
a Fully programmable mmm 

,:D ' .-ij. 

a 3 band digital tuner JTJ 

Model LCXI00 U 


U149.SS 


PANASONIC 

Portable CD System 
a Digital radab. 
a Remote control 
a Enra bass system. 
Model RXD522- 
V.'as £139.99. 


arms 



HOTPOINT 60an Stot-ln Becbdc Cooker 
a Ora halogen zone. M 1 HII W him ini i 
a Fan main own. ha 

Model EW71P. nviluf iH M 

Was £34859: I1IA !*•* f 

Was £79959. BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATER 


GOBLIN BH 

Cyflnder (leaner, 
a 1400 watt variable 
motor. 

a BuUt-ur tools. 

Mode) WHISPER, 
was £15959. 


Mf99.99 


FINAL REDUCTION 


APPLE m 

PowerMac 

Multimedia PC I3u 

a 100MHz processor. Lj 

B 8Mb RAM/1.2ub hard drive, 
a OuacS^peed CD-ROM drive. 
Model 5320. 

WastTSft. Was £1199. 


APRICOT P133 Pentium - Multimedia PC 
a 16Mb RA.W2 SGb MtaMwnnm 

aS^wwdOJ-RC'M drive. JvIlMfl 399 
Model MS540 P133.-16. lyi'l'JI Iridri 
Was £A8997 Was £1695. In-store Price £1499. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


AIWA CD Mini HI-FI ^ 

■ Muhipfciy - plays up sale psKT 

to 3 CDs. ■ 100 wvaas |LT|f JIA 
IRMSl p.h' tfsannef. 

Model NSW900. “ 

Was £399.59. BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATER 



CAMCORDERS 

SAVE 


^£100 


CREDA soon Slot-in Electric Cooker 
Available In Green, WWuwi 

White or Brown. Ki||T|| 

Model 49136/5/7. fliTJrJU 

Price Excluding Trade-in UildHilsSS 


LEISURE TIBon Siot-Oi Dotdde Width 

Gas Cooker H^lsALEnoa 

Available in Radng Gieea Efn 4 J Aft 
Regal Hue or ClareL SillllflttHH 

UnrUI RAUGFUACmi i m Irl lJt l~TaP«o 


Model RANGEMASm lift UTA A J *■ 
DeRvery direct hom manufacturer. Wm £47991 
WU £1599. BUY NOW fWY 12 MONTHS UQB( 


AIWA Dofiiy Pro-Logic CD Mini Hi-Fi 

'ssr^ 


channel Model NSXAVKS 11 1 > J * 
Was £599 99 In-nore Pn« £49959. 

18 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


SONY Immwafll Biroi Cauxoniw with 25" 
Md«ii Scrwi and SpmkB 1W rroampini 
I2» zoom. Model THV11. PTTI f 
Was £34959. Was £699-99.n| III || (hQH« 
12 MONTHS INTEREST t3 I A J 
FREE OPTION* 

HALF PRICE ACCESSORIES KIT Ask for details. 




MICROWAVES 

SAVE £60 


''The ultimate hurryi 

GAME MACHINE LIMITED STOCKS £247.99 


SONY CD HFfl with Turntable 

■ MuHipLiy - pbysiv 

to 5 CDs. 

a 100 watts fRMSl 
per channel. 

Model N4SS. 


CANON iM Camcorder with 40x DlglDl Zoom 


FINAL REDUCTION 


FINAL REDUCTION 




Was Cg5. ^ *> Wji L749 .99. aJL AJjW 
12 MONTHS DdBCST FRH OPTION* 

HALF PRICE ACCESSORS HI AVAILABLE Ask for deuic 


SHARP DFeu.PL 

Mkrawm with GrB 
750 watts power 
output 

Model R3G58WB. 
In-store Price £159.99. 


Pi £129.99 


MATSUI 1111 m 

15 cafLlbedi Control 0BB 

tf uuw. t v4th Oviw asd Gdflf *f|| 
950 watts powe r B*'*'* 

output. Model 199TC. 

Was £22959. Irwzore Price £1 7459. 


^ (169155 


FINAL REDUCTION 


irsca 


LOWEST 
PRICES 


ON THE SPOT 

V - 7“ 


WE'LL NEVER BE BEATEN 



FREE 

'Lp 'v r \\\ii“. :nv*». ir.rtudmg 

‘v r M ■•pU'-OT’mi wi'n 
Covrrptariici) Flu, intern 
free Option ivtwn puiriwed 
min ary p'juki rrif £100 
m-rixt !qi oelr'is 


APPUAWOS 
AVAILABLE WITH 

2-MYDanrsnr 

GUARANTSD 


•For enepoorul ^rfuc 
look lorn* wile 
•.elK-ion o! upeih 

nptteF arvS Oder. 

enlu»ie'»DSG 

HitailLM 


Choose 4M.TM 
Plus pretesuonai 
ihstallation jarviZO 
Ask lot derails 
prl<*s and 
dvallntil'Ts 


TAKE IT 

NOW 

.im are m 
p-jcL teas,- 1: 
Soit away at 
eset. We wll oe 
hastr# -a carry 
it parenase to 

,-C'ur :«r 


Available ‘;r moc Urge 

ilerm Incd Ut kx PCs) 
it itu Dbcre brior; 
ISaei Monday m Friday 
and in-* Ahthn 10 nr la 
otaCvnysstwe 


BKRUtE 

REPABSH0P 

£jq*n lenntt avaSable 7 
iawjwwl haw day 
«l»ie»*r aralhl#) 

Ul r«anj yjrantwd 
j norths. 


Make the most of 
Windows 95 Upgrade 
ID SMh RAM. 4Mb 
drips, from £27.99 
Installation only £2959. 
Ask for details. 


Currys Premier 

Advantage Account 
offers Instant Credit 
and lets you take 
advantage of any 
credit offers in- 
store See In-store 
for details. 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL RETAILER 


IS- EXAMPLE Of 
lv%INTERcST :■ 
|l-FSEt OPTION 
Iffi&ON SQiCTED 
| {^PRODUCTS 


Account it interest free II 

3 laid in fufl before (or 
dsl 6 th. 9th or 12lh 


,,w monthly repayment 

-mdWfl to the period stated with the product. 

<-e out 940 W il Wares* showcard En-flon for 
Sow, exompi* based on Cash Price of f« 94.99 



20% deposit of C99J». 

1Z monthly payments of 
£1353. Balance of 037 64 
before (or emu) the (TS 

12 th montfdy repayrneni- 
Toui mioim poyabfa 
M99.99. APR 0%. 



20% deposit el 
£99 99 48 
monthly 
repayments of 
E1J.il Total 
amount oayable 
£74443. 


hr laai LVtltast erm&n 

dryesi e 195 . Uynl ta difes ahot m 


SH« iCwryi** 11 * UwOoe ImK. 
mnnorSowACwi mU« at iroex 


4nFtaoedt tp uB riM nan4bgBitfq 
See Dmt ra,WL Marini Amoi 
HaW ttemcasd Hue m ns. 
Ndcaaosm^xain 


BUY NOW 
PAY UP TO 
18 

MONTHS 

LATER 



All Superstores offer easy parking, late night shopping wk* SWKiay opening. 
Ring 01&Tt200 0200 for details of your nearest store. 

Wtttten credit quotations from Currys, Dept MK, Hemei Hempstead, Herts HP2 7TG. 
Currys are licensed credit broken. Ask yi-sTore for dmib. 


J^JJ* ly> ljS£> 
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It dow requires a leap of faith 
to predict anything ocher than 
a Labour landslide in the gear 
era] election in two mon ths* 
time. There is no hard evi- 
dence to suggest that; dramat- 
ic events apart, the 
Conservatives can avoid disas- 
ter. . ■ ; . 

If the 17 per cent swing to 
Labour since the 1992 election 
in Wirral South were repeated 
across the country. Tbny Blair 
would win with a majority of 293 
seats. This seems so-fancuul. that 
ftisteirq«ingtobeUeveMkbael 
Heseltine’s claim that the vot- 
ers of the Wirral took the 
chance to give the Govern- 
ment a “kicking", and thit the 
decision win be veiy differentia 
a few weeks' time when the vot- 
ers there are choosing a gov r 
eminent rather thaasendlng a 
message to one. •. V,’; . 

But there is scant evidence of 
this from last time. In theLang^- 
baurgh by-election before die 
1992 general election, there" 
was a 4 per cent swing, to 
Labour. In the general election 
itself, the swing to Labour was 
just 2 per cent. So in five 
months, after the' hard-hitting : 
attack on Labour's “tax bomb- 
shell*’, John Major was able to 
pull hack the swingometer by 
only two points. This time he has 
two months. Evenifhe can pull 
back two points, that would 
leave a swing to Labour of 15 
per cent and a majority for'Mr 


Blair of 230 seals. ^Paradoxical- 
ly, there is more hope for the 
Tbries in the message of the 
opinion polls.. The polls in 
wirral South were all within a 
point or twq.of the result. 

- Ifwe take th6 average of this 
month’s, national polls, they 
suggest a swing to Labour of 
only 123 per cent since the last 
election. We have yet to hear 
a Tory politician say: “Never 
mind real votes in real -ballot 
boxes, look 'at ;the opinion 
potter But perhaps this is not 
surprising, because if the poQs 
are right,; Mr Blair would still 
w in a 19&sefct, majority/ ' • ' : 

r Afier^a^tiie Tories begin to 
nm put of excused 

They cannot blahae defeat on 
tbeif, supporters staying at 
home. The tutuoidoi 73 per 
cent was highibr a by-elecuon. 
Nationally, the turnout ai the 
last .general. election was 78 • 
percent (cohtraxy to the com- 
mon assumption of growing 
apathy, this was up foam 75 per 
cent m 1987 and-73 per cent in 
1983). Andthiscannof simply 
be pur down to Labour’s in- 
tensive telephone canvassing: : 
tbejrwlll be doing that too in key 
marginal seats m the general . 
election, backed by a national . 
campaign- 

The only other hard evi- 


dence about the mood of the 
electorate is the weekly trickle 
of data from local council by- 
elections. These were seized by 
the Tories late last year when 
they appeared to herald a re- 
covery m their fortunes. But 
that has since faded, resembling 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor . 

The contrast between Labour's 
lean, mean election machine 
and the laid-back amateurism 
of the Conservatives in Wirral 
South can be measured in tea 
cups. 

It became a habit for Les ity- 
rom, the hapless Conservative 
candidate, to attend “house- 
meetings" with visiting Cabinet 
ministers. But it soon emerged 
that the united guests were the 
party faithful, and that men such 
as the Secretary of Stale for 
Health, Stephen Dorrell, and 
the Secretary of Stale for De- 
fence. Michael Portillo, were 
wasting time ta titing to the con- 
vened over tea and biscuits. 

Over at Labour campaign 
headquarters, in a converted 
supermarket, the professional- 
ism, sense of purpose and di- 
rection were visibly hamming 
under the overall command of 
lan McCartney, MP for Mak- 
erfield, a leading member of 
John Prescott's campaign team. 

Mr McCartney was joined by 
David Hanson, NIP for Delyn, 
a regional party official, David 
Evans, and a team that united 
party officials from around the 
country' with local volunteers 
and party members in a tight- 
ly-run unit. 

Labour no longer flies by the 
seat of its pants. Little, if any- 
thing. is left to chance and no 
detail is loo small. 

When Tony Blair visited the 
Arrowe Park Hospital with the 
party' candidate, Ben Chap- 
man! last Monday, there was a 
fat, fact-packed media briefing 
paper on the problems faced by 
the hospital trust, and even a 


man carrying a cardboard 
sheath of four golfing umbrel- 
las to protect the leader and his 
entourage in case it rained. 

On the day the Speaker 
moved the by-election writ in 
the Commons, Mr Prescott was 
on hand to Listen to a “live 
sound feed" of Betty Boothroyd 
at Westminster, to give the 
campaign its official launch. 

This was all in stark contrast 
to the shambles of the Michael 
Foot campaign in 1983. 
Swamped wherever be went by 
crowds of schoolchfldren ana 
television crews, he wandered 

SOUtHBESUuT^ 

. uaqime«*FUOM 

> igjv <||| 

isstrTknw -: 

Otar odd 
Sjntfkjoi 
A„ 

Haoufiepa. 
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around the counuy with the air 
of a man who was not sure 
which town he was in. or why he 
was there in the first place. 

In WirraL the Conservatives 
could not even give an assurance 
the by-election would even take 
place on 27 February, because 
the Prime Minister was dither- 
ing over calling a JO April gen- 
eral election, which would have 
aborted the Wirral ballot. 


They spent much of their 
time banging on about Labour’s 
threat to focal grammar schools, 
when Labour had identified 
other issues, such as health 
and crime, as more important 
in Ihe mind of the electorate. 

Yet when Mr Dorrell and the 
Horae Secretary Michael 
Howard went to Wirral, they 
talked about grammar schools 
instead of their own areas of re- 
sponsibility-health and crime. 

Labour, which bad carried 
out detailed surveys of the 
volets, both on the doorstep and 
through extensive telephone 
canvassing, already knew that 
the voters' concerns coincided 
with the party’s five pledges: 
on hospital waiting lists: class 
sizes; youth unemployment; 
East-track punishment for young 
offenders; tax. inflation and 
interest rates. 

Those were the messages 
hammered home, and the con- 
cerns that were addressed, with 
those voters who were identified 
as “switchers" - people of all 
’ages and generations who were 
thinking, many for the first 
time in their lives, of moving 
from Tory to Labour. 

As much effort was devoted 
to ensuring that Labour’s core 
vote also turned out on the 
council estates. If the New 
Labour switchers were the icing, 
the old Labour hard core was 
the cake. 

Mr Chapman, the new 
Labour MP, now has the daunt- 
ing task of trying to maintain the 
momentum for another nine 
weeks. Having achieved the 
impossible, a swing of 17 per 
cent swing, on Thursday, be now 
needs the miracle of retaining 
the seat in May. 


now 
in of 
Then 
hich I 
bad j 
tious ! 


what City analysts calf a “dead 
cat bounce". The latest esti- 
mates of the parties' share of the 
votes in these contests, adjust- 
ed to take account of local dr- 
cumstances, show Labour in the 


cent - much the same as the 
opinion polls. 

■ .So, in ofder to forecast even 
a , Labour majority of fewer 
than 100 seats, we have to as- 
sume two firings- One is that the 
voters of the wirral will return 
in unprecedented numbers to 
the Tbries in just nine weeks - 
even though, unlike in previous 
by-elections, they tell opinion 
pollsters they wfll do no such 
thing. • 

The other is that the nation- 
al opinion polls aid still getting 
ft badly wrong, despite the 


Savi 

Soli* 


ION 


companies since the debacle of 
1992. They are unlikely to be as 
for out as they were in 1992. 

But the final hail through the 
heart of Tory hopes is that, even 
if they were that far out, Mr 
Blair would still win with a ma- 
jority of 80. 

.. . John Rentoul 
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news 


Thieves’ 
horde of 
religious 
riches 

Matthew Brace 


.An Aladdin's Cave of altar 
crosses, candlesticks, commu- 
nion cups and other religious 
property stolen from churches 
and cathedrals around the 
country has been found in a 
small north London flat. 

Police said the one-bedroom 
flat was full of ecclesiastical arte- 
facts. including a bishop's mitre 
from Westminster Cathedral. 

Elaborately embroided velvet 
clerical hoods, stoles, copes 
and tunicles are among the 
hoard discovered hidden in 
cupboards, wardrobes and a 
chest of drawers. 

Also present in the small 
flat were tapestries, ISth century 
gold communion plates, paint- 
ings, Latin bibles, ancient seals, 
chalices, crucifixes, incense 
burners and altar banners. 

Detective Constable Dave 
Hobart said: “There's enough 
religious property from this flat 
to stock several churches." 



Holy hide: Det Con Dave Hobart with the hoard of church property recovered from a north London flat Photograph: Andrew Dunsmore 



:?rr> mwn w 


HMMfl MACHINES 
TRICITY BENDIX CM%:! 

• 5 >? '- ii 1 Cl taJ ME 

c. wamr». .imjrjfwe ju> JIM 

swesUuhm* 
HOTPOINT iWiYnmalHi 

Wsf.Mt W.tU KUOBW 

issssa-^sanab 

WHIRLPOOL -ft-:-? wi 

ikiimi ‘HaveeIOO {299* 

WMHKriHtMWUlBm 
TRICfTY BENDIX cawi; • : 
ra:** :■:* unian wi 

save [120 (329* 

Burm im i: newts LOBm 
□ WHIRLPOOL i/JJCi® 

w :-?'i:-» ST "ft 

!.•*»: 'jSWJWVA 

SWEEl 

HOTPOtNT '.iiS* IG>J an 

•:ft .vasr. ’an xqbtjucs 

■Aw s .-.w. * ;cn wuoo* 

BUY WO WY a nouns wranr 

BOSCH .vf=;>xc ixosr. 

I'b -.pftti: :?£ji> 3 uinrss Ml 

P’nk&Ttii SAVEcftO t499ja 

wr nr nr « «wns udbti 

R ZANUSSiF.c.'* tm-Kto 
•.tjx an 5? crimes 
JftWW 531 »*319» 7« .Iflfl .. 

wjAfifi* switflJnw* 
on no m 4 Honm UBstr 


ME 


Ml 


UHDESIT :fl9WG 
nCJ*w tit: «nh toad Ml 

BWWOWSOOITIBUOHlTl 

HOOVER iiffljpr. vu. 

■hib* mr « nans uom 
TRKaiYBBHMCcwioio 

'arxn'fJbt^ta,; sme 

^vfFSMMa 

BUrHavMraunwuiian 
1*1 ZANUSSI mvu* 

hi 

I'.ti at * *. kaa ri* JUfl 

•raifc-u . saveOVIQH* 

an wo w o uww iron 
TUMBLE PHYEHS 

CRUSADER VF? C&tJX! 

€«•<*•, be: t'.ra HI 

SS5R» £, «* 50i119* 

HOTPOWT tui 3 

i io on , to fcadAjtroS sr.ii; HI 
r,*.Ti ms OS S 

-raw save 
ZANUSSI TC-SIO Conwv* Hi 

"•^SSBSSfflldlb 


•m ■.•ns ■ d 


MWomiWMBSUBBln 



Hi 


(90(209* 


PROLINE DffiCtf 

Cptoctswnus 
r-ai iia S SAVE 

HOTPOWT enp 
i: t*K? afls^s.’? stkotty fflffia 

SAVEtlOO c349j9 
toi wo *t ft wnw iron 

N BOSCH a&ur: 

: ’ cue* j^rrvs ME 

: ^'«E C /0 [ 35a ss 

an km m ti Mwni UBBtt 



rtSi 

rfi&i 


CREDA 

laszn 1 * 

Gas Kt C.V-V.V 
ws t 1-9 >3 1 jwm»; ti *3 S 
CWttl -5C.1JWM Wf 

*z,Z£*> <Gb> 

•wuofiuwws save e290 (299 js 

&EESs u Bm saa!s m 

PR0L1NE mi 

TECNOGAS •\x VT»rm m_"9- 

ADOS* 

SSSSS saveeIM rf89» 

N CREDA Ahxsrt, E^-jrc 

5 iWn .wiai a: u <•<-■ five: HI 

3^^1«eW0(249» 

STOVES 

•v.'-.V-G^Oia Ml 

sm^^EiooiSTSji 

an wo mt Hums UBsm 

R BBLMGji - Gw ww 

SN£ 

£££ s«ee150 e399j» 

HI MOO W» OOOIHS UOBrt 

PARKINSON COWAN 

Arftsate 'Is S'imi .*«#. WJUDSM 

^^^(200 m» 

m mm w u mom ura«ft 

CREDA 


M£ 


jSSJ^KflJOdlfci 

■rr mo ra a honihs uittn 
LEISURE Fg«8nm iy«jR 

}ra.ir. r.ar. CnOg " '■X'nn fl.n 

i.-jnk <• •*v r . 

Sj.aSuem nTO.x.-1'Vti Sttl 

“SSSS-lSSaiKHII 

but no wr n nwHsurem 

MSWEWWTCWraBK 



INDESIT RUtE.M^Fivgt 

Iirw6j - f] Die T.r?> lOJCHBt* 

S'S c,sa S m ! 60!l09ffl 

□LEC'.HU'lLiaerrfij* 


i i yas."'jwoi 
■asCiWSO 


HI 

swee30 iI49j9 


nTRlCITYBENDIXW'- 

WfaScioitj HI 

ZANUSSI jcs:n» 

Hi 

OPmpft i 1 ?? J3 SAVE 1 

MWMNTtVOnWLnBItT 

□HOTPOINT ficip 

W ' .Ml** PnrlYk SALZ 

save c30 (2I9» 

B/T NOO m < MOM UOH*f: 

SCANDINOVA tf iw lt» 5*te 
iiA'ua??S'a»v, HI 

S4VEe 60 f3t9j} 

sot worn momewiBn 

E8BflUnBBB 
WHIRLPOOL Hi 


* Ud? Fc*ls^ 


SAVEE 

PRO LINE rears 


HI 




LECms; 


SAVES 


HI 


i O'A 3 oUl ORST. :»w, cn ,1J0Q 
SwEfOU MOTJS 
■ffWOKTiUMIWUSBItl 

R BLOMBERG 

Fi»- = i“ hi 

St saveeIOO (299 jj 

BVTNOimrioarwLRnn 

ZMMj&if 

1 1.1T olI'IVZ ckka; HI 

SS3:»* wel70 e34939 

■IT NOO W ftUMTOUIHln 

KELyiNATOR^Xoiv-fw 

Fmt J 6 ■ ?.c 'iifl qr-J. cnck-1, MS 

rMMMVr&aw SMEfUOO <389 ji 

BUT WO IW B OOBTHS WB»ft 

HOTPOWT aw Pte 

'2'4eci1 SUE 

s«ee130 (599* 

bbt w« w n mma Loan 
UPWGHT FBSEZERS 
□ BEKO Hi 

w - 1 •oita.j* atk-r. 4A UAfl 

SAVErtUllWJJ 
PROUNE PSSr 5M 

^''‘“^"saveeBO (249* 

KSVINATOR i'X?;ivFru HI 

^^^(100(269* 

but w* w o mnw Ulan 
SCANDINOVA 

ticus^mroiiai- Hi 

SS22.™ sue (50 (389* 

BUT WO MT ft HMIW loan 
qtffiST FREEZERS 
IBB1NA ecs MU 

SCANDINOVA ViK Tinas 

sssrudOiiio 

BUT WOMTIKMTHSLABIn 



PROUNE su>: 

TC LWiEC 

0.6 cun 5 gtM ^■■^5 

SANYO 3.5i ■ i 


Ml 


5Cf'A-JBK. r JJ A 

v*t N“ S SAVE E3 E3va 

PROUNE IT 22 TajT v«ci 

o? -ail, £>:•»-• -1*1 Ml 

**}■:»* 

SAiE 

R PROUNE Kti M 

j«ssa»ec« rz.i-91 sale 
;yoE9&*? 

imwiA ilWwi SAVES 

SHARP iuk 

TjiJlConr? JV Crt Mi 

S3r.Sf^«rf0ifl»o 

BUTRMPniM0Nn$umn 

TRICTTYrw? 

TruJi •Lcrwr.l CmtTjjxi 
9CQMiL;EO:i'3ii::x»T. 

.■« fi?9 W «.ta 'CD®* 

*’■ i V N* } SAVE e50 (169* 

BurooowtMNTi&uian 

PANASONIC :«37-C 
5?»j) r-Ttm'-n 
M-ftSt: Ml 

save c20 (249* 



TOE* 


BLOMBERG SCC-: Bm 

CV- «)lr. ;--i— 

*' save 50% (49* 

HOOVER o-v x'.r 

savee10e69* 

ELECTBOLUX 

l jK /;,?■. »C'i ivvj 

. ^<»ii*niMi.rKn -I.,, 

ZSS^H, - f*. ■■ 



YOU CANT BUY BETTER 

Use the Comet Price Index to find the lowest prices on top brands , 
guaranteed with the Comet Price Promise. 


SALE - FINAL WEEKEND 



ELECTROLUX 25 "Pr-Jtun. >* • 

.llUT.: A^httUCTU 

jnjcV.yi'jc Ml 




SAVE* 


HOOVER SCI* -tM C-,ooa 

jo>i ■oocft pcttt 

ZFg' saveeIO (109* 

ELECTROLUX ::WW*«r» 

: )r: '•ars Wt* Ml 

^^^SAVEtlOffiB 

VAX Veu r, .ri Csw 

-5l v;i? >.TJ, .ira. JCTJ. S Hi 

KTST^s-dOdSb 

DYSON OM' &«■•: -io tr 

l v: .i*Ti SOY ctT.*f SHI 

'SifsT "“"MiEilllrfWa 



GOLD AIR h-« 

aafct: TA V Hi 

3SS"—i»5D%d4» 

COZEE CUM FORT 

?'iin;av»y l,:i' Ml 

DELONGHJ :i >■=>».: 

•. 2 ► s r*i*i C-Jpv TSirr.'? i' Hi 

sweeIO (59* 



KITCHEH appuahces 
KBfWOOD 

AgTWfc funs jf>at; Kll 

:50%d4* 


" tos <**!& C 
e 13?9 SAVE* 


SWAN A>lF|' S!(^ 
'rjano.-ialfint 


Ml 






SAVE* 


PHHJPSk:;: :-;r' ■*.•< 

T?r. ibr TOI-J ii J. J T.C< Hi 

Vf SAVE e3 (21* 

TffAL '» ■: iiiPi'So'T, jiji 
i.Hr)JVi~i -if. «X ME 

.15 <Ha 


save; 


KENWOOD mrijiw.:.*- 

:*«BC'r:.-^g-vir-j S»U 

SWAN -J J ‘F' -?-v ; c -•»*:’£ '*&* 

'SMTiTtr-.w?::^ 5*1 
*~~*i 'tsj: £33 « n ,04 „ 

MORPHY RICHARDS :“:i 
5ft:i:to:y:CSiWB 5*1 

•^'^(54* 


Kl:i '* 

TEFAL 


save; 




2> ?7 SAVE (15 (69* 

□ KENWOOD ;;!K 

PERSONAL CARE 
REVLON- --' 

.-.toi* i? 4 SArt:5(19s 

ROWENTA-.--::; 




Ml 

save i5 (24* 



|FsasrrserainEsre73in»iTftsauE3) 

BB TOJ BUT t Til VBCO TOCnVB?r 


PORTABLE TVs 
GOODMANS - =*-:k 

.':-C CiC *' WVEilO i129ffl 

■ SONY - 


to — - 


save‘^ 0 d99* 

RrDWWSIKHTXSt/IKr- 

N GOODMANS 

i.* ■.**,. :.«•■. t-'T rw-e* 

,^-^•^•^•10(289* 

jut w« rat uawtio wre«r 
SAMSUNG"-" i 


•.it. *4-; *. 
.ft 

7. 


Ml 

SAVE ‘30 {339* 

a/T TMW1 ItXTW WB»n 
20 -- 33 ' TVs 

GOODMANS 37 

Ml 

:>n -It \ Tf*. 

SWEtf 


P GOODMANS 


(239* 


TOSHIBA 

?>7T «k,W neat 

s«e e30 (269* 

H GOODMANS:;?) 

:?- mi 

^,^^[20(359* 

TOSHIBA :fa7s :;- : 3w.:7: 

(399* 

WTK»AtT(lonWUIBlrT 

n PANASONIC -05«, 
:j-rrca?-T?- ”. itogm 

•^Vr^s50(449<» 

but wh rw i mma uowt 
SONY 1 •■CnAH IrTY. AE 

'• 4«7f» ' “save :100 c599js 

*JTW»Mr(UOmWtiBHin 

p GOODMANS r-; 

-:-P -. ft --^1 fisc-* suas* 

s»e ;150 (749* 

Btn wv MrftiomouBDW 
•CUBES TV WED CJMOPAMULUEa 

HfflHE CTWftfl ft 

SONY --fijrt :* Sftr :.ws rv 
« -r .-«>* :• :"xr r->c, Mi 

an ftnmjwmKt merit 

■ SONY 

ijrr'j*3 j*.-J (999* 

but w» m q wmiw lbbtt 
FU 5 3 REE WBeGEEl M0E0» 

■ TOSHIBA .ill 
n . 

??“ ■'Trr Z'.t. 

but m m c MMns uosn 
na w HWB7H ttastoci tw but «im 


(1499* 



GOODMANS u-trv 

d29* 




'uivrw fo: 

»;■!« ?.* 

H PANASONIC :t.sc?.£S 

'l??hv V?» :■ * save t 30 (£ 9 * 


ffloe# 

s«vz [20 (179* 

«DW 


COMET - A BETTER PLACE TO SHOP 


LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED 

The Omar Pres Ptwhm guaraniws dm If yew tuy any predac! then wCw Udayt End the same Oder on sale tocaltr 
A a hjftB’pnca. v#el wifin^y rrtund Die tSSerenca, PUJ5 lO 1 ^ OF THAT Dtf-fefiENCE. Ask m sure hr U oeiaJs. 

, AWARD WINNING PRODUCTS [£9 


V fe’ve as; p.3 these &Tpa1s t: test 3nd nanew our 
products Look out to symtoe tethayetS wth J|far 
aftart'jfmrrrgproduasafdpfatBgt^i^qwnenfted 
Droflhjcte feu i^n issl thw renews In store 





& _ RING^ F REE ON 05(X) 425 42J5 FOR LOCAL STORE INFORMATION 

■"wo-JTH *>.’ •*- 1^-3 •■•v i'w*' *1 :.t^ r » - L-’w-r -*<. ^ -r ■ w >-»" —ji ■»*.,, *.■»•■* cmr 

♦""ou yur K-M-. rir efff'fl'f ri'-'V—r— ..tji^iu i. — — i.n, if -e t 

f- & ^.tv {f^ ^ »(f rv w |OP y r '—- - l * ■ ys ►. pw. >».V.|hLAP JI Iti ^ *>- • *»■ 


I NICAM stereo 

swee30c369ji 

MuoBburmwiftiimumt 
SONY SL£7io «ra« 

UCAMweo \Vnock& m «i BM 
^:^L»^LS' S3AVEnXJ M03* 
•mnetHTftidMQianftuiatt 
SONY suffma ncam m SU 

Shs ^(80(449* 

BUT WWWCIWKB wait 



SAMSUNG 2 i-fmbm iv 

St.jn jstt?SOTt«*F3f Hi 

•iiarjr. «»£)»» .tffSji 

'Wf&tA- Wen&rXlK .... .efia 

aUEMCKME. SWC70(399 

BUY HOT* IWI HMIHaUUSn 

□SONY2S-i*^ua«wr/ 

WOTvnfciasciwifST » 

►vs* i . ri9u 

'fcm>ETpaV<b.'Vtonc»ft.' sw 

sc*€:ic.«®£«aa?. . tM« 

SUE MOUSE swee200(849 

HDBDSt BOT WftKT ft UMIHS UBBtl 


n TOSHIBA 

»^2rHom»*a>BBB TV- 
won Xtx stffifli 

Defer Pm'Ligft Suiwn Sauvj . «f 
artavwstww .. fflttu 

NcanaowVUK. ■ w 

V*KlAlS*' ,, .V726 *«E39aa l*&B 

SUEMOUSE.. . S«E[150d149 

HTmMriiannuiatr 


SAVE w £150 ON 
DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 
AMPLIFIERS 


GOODMANS IHAS Defer Proity. 

^T+BwiffthfiSpeder. 

SAVEtlOO (199* 

SMfEcin-OMrtMUBiim rou 

BUY ANY MCAM STEREO TV OR VBEO 

SONY DPI «i*L* PtHonr 
s<i jSpe*as SK£ 

SSBf . ..swex30(349* 

BUTWawnaRHUDBItT 



■ RACE Arm Ilf cfaT - £'VJemer 

^sss^Msrm* 

^ ::: aw rrt* nidn d39* 

fJCT i.=u;i?2'S 


SAVE™ £120 ON 
CAMCORDERS 


MOREHSTOte 

□ SAMSUNG ;^7f frim 
“C*V(?i*eMfnJ3 5«£ 

l€»Kem 

■•a j SAVE! 

jBTWBwawiRflwran 

SWfYlWM^m 
lC« 2 X-irfiennpe*nil SUE 

%3%sra«a)6b 

BBTWftMrumaHUIBm 

■ JVC ^A.i5Xl W^h2 SMI 

"^r^s«[50t549* 

gnmMritBoaMuBttr 
SONY TR-SE 5mm 
tflQpttorrulXi' 
zxm iiKJ ’Sft'SSSiWEi 

gsTWBWkiwmftuunn 



UaccnnpStfe 



'XI ii'XI'WOW 


I -^tnfen cu^+J •*+ r- ■: "OT^ >W ^ T.-<# "ii ■* hr- ■- Yv . 


r — wly rJ »aj" 


■- - -il M .V ,L T H r Ce* J .Mh <1 LW* *» y ■'tMWT 


OB mnw CASSETTES 
SANYO icdd: fill 

T^^^eIO 59 * 

JVC Rcov.t: 

tet V*0 SMI 

t^^°^c 10 ( 129 * 

PANASONIC SQj-t 
lOrwjfWIiiKwr aiM _un 
v.asli4?3? SWEClUUM* 

■ B ft HfcB fl BIHB 

GOODMANS us iff 

CttflTO FWW/UYMW SMI 

swe (10 t 69 * 

VENTIBIER cc uTi esure Ml 
°gr<(r onct *-js **n _iuj 

oHwtitm'ja.. swEtllUiW* 

JVC'AAficc'.ftx 
:: .trz Wj eon* queui Ml 

swe r 30 ( 269 * 

BurnwQianiBuiian 

JVC U' ct* a: skiti y& 

Burwirwi mma unsm 

mw mnwim 
VENTURER osawa-Aw mi 
*?! wa ms SW W 

.-A :ii- c nm 

' ' W NvttfBfeM «JC 

nT vny» rft«r-'g 7tggae,e »enifi \wn»<ftnKcw«< a ai ia iBOff »igu aw fea 

-^Foeus9**waiin9^i 

** tna a ij 

Wf* Ke <n (Am* i»w(i c *h «f ^ ® N*a ttflrif 


« £T,,W :e 125 ( 114 * 


^ tens Hfiptw cum jv\ ,*00- 
bnn&O* SMEOUtin* 

AIWA Na 'fflo 

? &5t MiftS* CC Mn llWt 

JijBafcfWSpawoutcu nn JTW^ 
kwneianw SWEUtUuUS* 
wmnwimnaiAan 

■ PKMBER rwcGCOUn 

“ ID me RMS |*w lAU 

SAVE [50 (349* 

Bormivinwmtt 

■ TECHNICS SCCHMO CC' Un 
^eiwcnepmafeui noo* 
jas^MpEwidiroaw/'n 
h-sJop£37?». SWEE0UUD9* 

BBrmwimifiuoatt 
nantmmnminmB 
n AIWA KSWOT J Dk IfcflOW CO kh 
WlOOnaRRMS ME 

wsC3»99 SWE{20 (379* 

BuraaiiiiriwviiBUBsqt 
HH1 STEIBB WITH TUMHARE 


HAMAzmsoc 


iSCtslAittJiCOKM Ml 

l^VTSSMb 

BBTBHRBUmfiUBBtt 

AIWA ZMWk' f. Qbc IUf*4 CO Ua 
Hi rate RMS kwh MUM TDUOS* 

*»r)I939DW0uHr en 
txs« ufe exaw same c3u hn9* 

mbmb BDrnvivft nnsuDBut 
PfKHJCICNfcH_SHgBB 
AIWA 3 [*f MJfcOy CC l*T 
120 wans lurtRMS 0®w oApJ SMI 

SAVE (70-^579* 

mwanudimiHfiBur ' 

KIBRSCBUraranBUCDBUO* . 

N AIWAzi»4ii)5D«Mueto ; 

COMiA, lOCiaBtou F9& MU 

S s«Et50i84Sa 

BBTIOBMB^OIIIBSIMW ' 



SEGA SATURN aus? icf rated 

r M&. VrtaFor© 

arO [BNU Ta '- 6 A HOW 

oraSas? 13 ..swee100(199ji 

SGA SATURN nus a top rhh) 

'VAG3. S*g« Rah tWnraUSA 
Wyi*W»Sok»97 

arl Vnuahqlte: ROMS 

xzm s™e£155i239js 



'E^ £520 01 
TIMEDIA P 
PRINTERS 


AT MOST S TORE S 




MUMMHMAPCb 
COMMODORE Pisa n* imuh? 

Peam pueesBOiS®' EC »M 
se® cache rrOTayX aasteata cam 
nfliaftjBfeoFWU'ifiU MB 
vv»ad*3un»«)*un<)cad 999* 
VTHBmmanuiBm 


OUVETTI sj- i3i mwi 3Wt 
Rerjtm peesw. EM: EDO W» 
SsfMdCTROUiJtr&aitHnspcBHB 
m sLt-.xcto. «n ii ’-I199 (0UDBW 

s^ru^sDdNh 

■nntnunmuiBSn 
AST Ijlllrsd UMtiFtodun 

JOTMSW.19A1 EDO RWAtSai won 
iransriMJGb tad <& swTiB W 
rrcdkm It W 
sji'^nJ sound . 

surwinrflWNMUBtt 
use ns mutt nun nun hub wm 

AST ujjJ m laiw Pfrtui. 

iPxeux i ®* 5Xi fWA 256W) «Jv 
m*n3v2.5dhar1iWi*vB33flDS'A) 
fKiRdeVSldM naattane 

«5.i!i79Wc«?vwus» tone* 

SST.OIA 

WftH IW BUM mtt 


LEXMARK ion Ootuttei 

iJo io i pagei per mniwKO * HB dpi pm 
UiSV WO ptfi tssa bsfectodite 
teuraV UTtutclVD CO KM nnSU 

SAVE (40 ( 139 * 

HEWLETT PACKARD 

DeskiH O? Ccku HUa Lfetolpaaesoer 
iwm&YkJ*m EYrt Shcii am 

[«J*£ au kkft srfewe ja ,IM 
bdjelistffl. .. SRVECIUOyS* 
EPSON S>„Ac fOCnfcurtjel 
ijfe n 5 tugs cer mmsWAO ii ml 
q&tf Fftjten' cctai Mi mo 
(ward a HiAri 

NEW ( 289 * 


SOUTHWESTERN BELL mw 

Anj/art^MKlTO TQUQ 6 M 

SAVE [10 ( 19 * 

SOUTHWESTERN BB± Man 

VVmeRtiftramgMiftY SME 

S3.S* swclDdSa 

BEIACOM Ckot«t Cadfea fektiKne 
-iKmatiitr . SU 

SKST"* .save [5 (49* 

n BINATONE 3 

OjdfessitohyB SU ' 

rtaccm McsB Ilumb m CA 

K*D69>?3 SAffitlU&H* 

BT Fffissr* 150D Confess Ttoant 
TKhOqM lesxrrq Uae*w 
va us to ? AMttrd BT rancftdr *jr 

fc'x^ ci NEW'd 49 * 

■ SANYO sixjiot f® Mm 

^ C«?d Anwjsmg Macfre 
kKJtnxc. dtatfrart cctfc- 
sasSSW . SAVE! 

urn m trams ua&n 


SU 


SATURDAY 1 MARCH 1997 • THE INDEPENDENT 



Christian W ohnar •' transfer^ to the new outfit but 

WestminstEr Correspondent ' i-.njsyw^fiace job losses... 

~7T. .'.. ■ — - - Derek J%6&5T, : '(fae. shadow 

The BBC lost the second B in Wlnteh^T minister, said: “This 
its name yesterday whea iusold, is jast tbt iaT6st in ..a Jong fine 
its transmitter network to a ' ofpriwatisatioos whidi are fee- 
private company for £244m I: ingi«ih^ through tolwat ibe 
and wfl] no longer broadcast die "election : deadline. This tin- 
programmes it makes.' . -- seemly: haste- puts into doubt 

-The sale to Castle Trass- whether the taxpayer is getting 
mission Services, a consor- the best deal and there are also 
ri nm headed by Houston-based f bound to be doubts ewer the job 
Castle, means that in future the security of the 
British Broadcasting Corpora--. V'Thepartners inchide Teled- 
tion will buy in trananiBsion ser- - iff u iaoa.de France, part of>tbe 
vices. Another consequenoe'of ' FraiKe Telecom Group, and 
the sale, which look effect yes-, investment firms Berkshire 
terday, is that the entire tlKL- Partners and Candover Invest- 
1 transmitter network wSl be in meats. 
foreign bands, following the The assets in the sale indude 
sale last year of the ITV system .- th& land and trananitters on 
to the US-owned NTL. . ■ - nearly 740 sites across Britain. 

Both the BBC and the De- Under the terms of the deal, 500 
partment of National Heritage BBC staff will transfer to the 
expressed delight at the sale, .new company. 

The BBC is to use the proceeds BBC transmission began op- 
to invest in providing, its new erations 75 years ago from a sin- 
digital television systems 7 and - gle transmitting station, oh the 
said it would be buying in trans- ’ roof of Selfridge’s department 
mission services at a lower cost store in London's central Ox- 
than it was paying previously, ford Street. 

BBC Deputy Director-Gen- The Castle consortium has 
era! Bob Pofllcs said: “We are been granted a 10-year contract 
delighted that in. Castle- we for transmission of BBC1 and 
have found a purchaser who BBC2 analogue television ser- 
best satisfied those criteria as vices and the BBCs five na- 
well as offering excellent fi- tional radio stations. The 
nanrial terms.” The price was transmission service for digital 
£30-£50m more than forecast, television, when it starts, will be 
A BBC spokesman said ttu: put out to tender. - 
corporation would not be However, one old transmit- 
c hanging its name: "We may ter has been excluded from the 
have sold our transmission net- deal and remains in the joint 
work but we still consider our- hands of BBC and Castle Tlans- 
selves as a broadcaster. Anyway, misacm Services. The redundant 
we are called the BBC in our 2LO transmitter, which was 
charter.” used for the first broadcast of 

Virginia Bottomley, the na- radio services in November 
tional heritage secretary, said: 1922, has recently been re- 
The BBC will retain the net paired by local engineers in 
proceeds of the sale to invest m Daventry, where the tiny seven- 
digital production technology foot high tower now stands, 
and related work. It is also “2LO calling” was the famous 
good news for licenoe-fee pay- call sign that preceded all pro- 
ers. Hie BBC have secured a grammes from Marconi House 
good return on past invest- in the Strand, to which the 
meaL” AH 500 staff have been transmitter was latermoved. 

Row builds lip 
over the latest 
privatisation 

Christian Wohnar come, efficiency and expeodi- 

; “ — . ture. Five members of the in- 

Ministers have been accused of house management bid team 
rushing through the privatisa- ' were on that group and Mr 
tion of the Buflding Research . Raynsford claimed that this 
Establishment without creating gave them an unfair advantage 
a “level playing field for all bid- over outside bidders, 
ders". He said that in parliamen- 

Nick Raynsford, the shadow tary answers Mr Jones had 
construction minister, has ao-' claimed that no documentation 
cused his counterpart, Robert relating to that group had teen 
Jones, the minister for con- disclosed to either bidder. How- 
strnction, of being “economical ever, in a subsequent answer, 
with the truth” over the pri- Mr Jones confirmed that five 
vatisation of the BRIE, which members of the in-house team 
carriesout research on building had been on the study group, 
materials for the Government Mr Raynsford told the Com- 
and the industry. The BRE is mom: T believe that this in- 
being sold to an in-house man- voWes a serious failure to give 
agement team which beat off full and straightforward an- 
competiticm from University swers to padiamentary ques- 
College London and the deal is dons/* 
suppled to be completed with- Mr Raynribrd is demanding 
in the next few days at a price an mquiiy into the sale by the 
that has yet to be announced. Commons Environment Corn- 
Earlier this week Mr Rayns- mitlee and said yesterday: “The 
ford failed in a call for an way in which this privatisation 
emergency debate on the issue has been conducted raises.se- 
in Parliament. He said an in- nous grounds for concern. The 
ternaJ study group into the fu- Goverment is desperate to rush 
tore of the BRE had been set this privatisation through for 
up to examine a range of issues ideological reasons with scant 
relating to the organisation's in- regard to the public interest.” 

Adams urges move 
to prevent parades 

Sinn Fein President Gerry people of the area but on the * 
Adams said last night that the two. governments to uphold 
onus was on the British and fcidi then nghri and to prevent a rep- 
governments to ' resolve the etition of the disgraceful events 
issue of contentious loyalist of last year." 
parades in Northern Ireland. But the Irish Prime Minister 

He spoke out after, meeting John Brulon, spe aking on a vis- 
of residents of the nationalist it to Northern Ireland, said 
Gaivagby Road in pOrtadcrwn, problems over parades were 
Co Armagh, where Orange- best resolved at local level.- 1 
men marched last summer af- He declined to comment on 

ter a three-day stand-off with a call by Mr Adams earlier this 
police at Drumcree. week for Irish government 

This year, Mr Adams said: monitors to be sent to all flash- 
“Nationalisls are not prepared point parades, 
to let the Orange Order walk Meanwhile, a major security 

over them. The days of Orange operafionwasmoumetiiaLtHK 
supremacy are long gone.” He donderry fastiiighiwhen police 
said the local MP, Ulster Union- and troops launched ahuat for 
ist leader David Trimble, could an IRA bcimb. The “explore 
show leadership by en ga gi n g - device” may have teen ab&fi- 
with his own constituents. doned in tie nationalist Creg- 
Mr Adams added: “The onus gan area tip to three days ago, 
however, should not be on the said the RUC 7\ 
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Parents to oppose 
children’s bus ban 

_ _ . ■ -1 lllA 


H^t^at^gRichan.Schoo.u.^^yesto^ 


Pjt'-'nts of jTf ^unruly 

SSW launched a petition .0 5 « 
the ban overturned. ^chard See- 

-SSi-rs 

'gSSSgSSSS&A* 

"^Sn^^erth the company's opera- 

TSErfE*; 
the passen^m-and of^ ^ve ^ 


grove area, would be reviewed ni tj e 
of next week when they would consider any 
further action, he added. 

Parents have received a leiterfromdic 
school’s head icacher informing them *eir 
children will not be able to use Provincial 

buses next week. . . 

Mr Peter Waibunon. said the school naa 
made a great effort to improve pupils be- 
haviour on buses and had taken discip j^y 
action against some. In his letter he con- 
ceded the ban would afleet innocent chil- 
dren but said be supported the decision to 

try and eradicate “anti-social behaviour 

Parents have claimed the company is 
overreacting and some are threatening l 
keep their chQdren off school rather than 
see them face a long walk. 

MaSarel WllitSker. 37. from Pauls- 
grove, said she was planning to start a pe- 
tition against the move. 

“1 amreaUv worried. My daughter Tina 
is 12 vears old. It is a 40 -minute walk and 

^n m SL f U« "offe. school Ik— 
which provide free transport for children 
travelling from further afield, though the 
company had reports of trouble on these 
routes yesterday. 


Giants of 



games to 
join 



The two biggest names in the 
world of computer games con- 
soles have started a battle to wm 

the hearts of the nation’s games 
addicts. 

Sony, market leader for the 
last year with its PlayStation 
console, yesterday announced a 

big price cut, the day before n- 
vaJ Nintendo launches a new 
flagship product. 

Sony's PlayStation corsole 
will drop in price to £129.99, 
down from £199.99, from 24 
Malth, nearly a month after 
Nintendo’s N64. priced at about 
£ 250 , hits the shops. - ■ 

One industry expert warned 
that sales of the N64 were like- 
ly to be hit by “Buzz Ughtyear 
syndrome", after the Toy Story 
character that became many 
children's must-have present 
last Christmas - only to disap- 
pear from shelves in the rush to 

Only 20,000 N64 units have 
been shipped to the UK m ad- 
vance of today s launch. 

“It might well be Buzz 
Lightyear syndrome,’' raid Mar- 
cui Hawkins, editor of Games- 
Master magazine. ‘YFYice is going 
to be a major factor in the war 
between Nintendo and the oth- 
er manufacturers- 

“The Sega Saturn and bony 
PlayStation have become very 
mainstream. There is a lot of 
pectation and excitement about 
Kb? but 1 think it wfll apl**j 
more to the older, hardened 
games fan than to young. kjd& 

Sdny company exeoiuv 


“Productitm (of Pl^Stations) 
is now running at 1 mflhon units 
per month. This capacity gwes 
os the opportunity to market 
PlayStation at an aggressive 
mass-market price point, bring- 
ing in a wider range of con- 
sumers.” said. UK managing 
director Ray Maguire. 

Also in next month, many 
older PlayStation games tides 
will drop in price to as little as 
£20'.' The move is seen as a di- 
rect attack at Nintendo, whose 
N64 game titles cost between 
£50 and £70. ' „ 

A Jaunch party for the N64 
was held last night at foe River- 
side Stodios in Hammerenuth, 
London. . . 

Bob Monkfcouse comperea 
the event and the guests in- 
cluded pop groups, television 

stars from various soap operas 

and sundry Gladiators. 

A spokeswoman for Ninten- 
do said: “It’s fair to say that 
20,000 (N64 units) on the first 
day won’t be enough, but the 
volume in sales in America and 
Japan has been so great that 
they jus* cannot make th e m fast 
enough. They are now on max- 
imum overdrive to meet the ex- 
calf*: levels.” 


'Another 15,000 machines 

will arrive within a week and a 

further 140,000 by the end of 
May. The flagship game title is 
Super Mario 64, selling for 
£59.99. • 

Tftvo other games wrn be 
available immediately, Star 
V/ars: Shadows of the Empire 
(£59.99) and - Pflotwings 
(£49.99). A fourth game, Wi- 
ve Rider, will be released later 
costing £54-99. 


Lawyer wins 
police damages 

■ . formal and imconstitutionaF’ miscon- 

A lawyer who duct of his offices, who kept Ms 

complaints Jones in custody forfour tours, 

and was ‘^cit^ypro^ 1 Ms Jones said after the heat- 
ed" by them ing that the policemen involved 



JSSSfflSSW-j 

SSlwhen she was actmg f° r 

uary!994. 


yrong done to me," she said 
wtsiai 


wro< 

outside court ■ j - 
Ms Jones was arrested m 
April 1992 on suspicion of dis- 
handling stolen prop- 


ion, launched in Jaa- 

uaiy .^.was^edwtothe office. 

Chit Constable ““?!!} rtjlS Ttedient haribeen asked by 
j^medthear- ine^ ^ brfj?g ^ bag to 


an 

rest 


itaoie issucu uw - — 

i apedogy and accepted Ihe*^ ^“To bring the bag w 

Selmsfotri pohocfitoboo. Ade- 
Her counsel, Ben Emm^ Ms Jong rite touM 

told Mr Jusoce ftenri^ IO ^onBkeastalemcDt^irt 
addition, the Qurf Cons^ she caffle m to possession 

has offered to pay £45AX» m sat ^ ^ ^ said sht 

isfaction of her cl aims . n0t supply evidence 

TjerieasenforbrnW^ ^tether am cKent 
action was to vindicate ner ^ w removed 
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Drug clinic plan 
gazumped by 
worried village 


Residents of a liny North York- 
shire village were so horrified at 
plans to open a drug and alco- 
hol rehabilitation centre in their 
midst that they raised more than 
£100.000 in three days in a bid 
to buy the property themselves. 

Villagers in Burton Leonard 
set about raising the cash after 
hearing that contracts were 
about to be exchanged on the 
Crown House nursing home on 
the village green. 

The chariry Addiction Ro- 
eovery Training Service planned 
to turn ihe whitewashed prop- 
erty. which is opposite the vil- 
lage primary school, into a 
centre for I o ex-addicts. 

Bui after objections 10 plan- 
ners failed, the villagers hasti- 
ly organised a meeting at which 
they pledged to go without lux- 
uries and hand over their sav- 
ings in a last-minute attempt to 
stop the plans. 

Within three days more than 
£100.000 had been pledged by 
50 families in the village, which 


has a population of 473. They 
immediately made an offer, 
which is now being considered, 
and if it is accepted they hope 
to exchange contracts by the be- 
ginning of next week. 

Post office owner Gerlinde 
Godbor said: “This is a very qui- 
et village and we were con- 
cerned for the safety of the 
children and everyone else. It 
w'as never Not In My Back 
Yard - it was just not the ideal 
spot for it. 

"We started raising the mon- 
ey on Sunday and we were in a 
position to make an a Her on 
Tuesday. It was incredible. 

■*We had to move rapidly 
and the whole village pulled to- 
gether. I’m not surprised we 
made it. I'm proud to be able 
to live here." 

The villagers plan to sell the 
property if they outbid the 
charity, which had been due to 
exchange contracts yesterday. 

Charity spokesman Kenneth 
Eckersley. 69. said he had writ- 


ten to the village committee 
promising to back out of the 
deal if they found another 
buver and pay the charity's 
costs which amount to several 
thousand pounds. 

He said: "It's not my inten- 
tion or the intention of the 
charity to upset people any- 
where -we don’L want to fright- 
en ladies or worry young 
mothers. 

"1 find the situation sad but 
ai the same lime 1 can’t blame 
the villagers - they're as fear- 
ful of the problem as anybody 
else. People do not understand 
our business. 

"They hear the word drugs 
and they get very fearful 
because drugs is the worst 
problem in our society today. 
But it's a problem that has 
to be tackled bv somebody 
somewhere.” 

Mr Eckersley said that the 
charity, which is based in Dover, 
was already looking at other 
properties in Yorkshire. 


Rural reversal: If the Common Ground initiative works, fields could revert to traditional names such as Devil's Dole and Haggs Photogaph: Tom 

— — 1 Past returns to 
reclaim our 
fields of dreams 



Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

Devil's Dole, Handkerchief 
Croft and Seven Men’s Mowth 
are names of what? Maybe the 
last contains just a bit of a give- 
away to ageing campfire singers. 
Haggs. Skirt and Vicar's Hatch- 
et are three more of the same. 

Townies can be forgiven for 
bafflement at the words. But it 
would be interesting to know 
how many agri-businessmen or 
East Anglian prairie farm man 
agers recognise them as tradi- 
tional field names. 

The environmental charity 
Common Ground today calls 
for a revival of field names as 
part of a move away firojmin.- 
tensive far m i n g to a more holis- 
tic way of working the land. 
Midsummer Leys dr Saffron 
Ground could be burnt on to 
the five-bar gate so that the vis- 
itor knows this is a field with a 
character and history, not just 
a commodity. 

Most farmers will regard the 
group’s Manifesto for Fields as 
an idealised urban vision of the 
countryside, owing more to 
John Constable than the pro- 
duction of food for a nation of 
58 million. But Common 
Ground says it is lime for a pop- 
ular debate about fields, now 
they should be used, what we 
want them to look like, and 
whether it is sensible for the tax- 
payer to be pouring in a subsidy 
of £3Jbn a year. 

Grants to farmers have en- 
couraged most of the detri- 
mental changes to the land, the 
charity claims. Some 97 per cent 
of hay meadows have gone, 
along with 80 percent of chalk 
and limestone downland and 
209,000 miles of hedges. Pop- 
ulations of grey partridges, lap- 
wings and skylarks have 
plummeted. 

Common Ground's main- 
festo says: “Fields are our un- 


written history, carved clearings 
in the wild wood: the accumu- 
lation of practical experimen- 
tation, invention and subtlety 
extending over generations. Yet 
under our gaze this rich com- 
bining of culture and nature has 
been smoothed and sprayed 
out of existence in half a life- 
time.” : . 

They want a shift .away from 
the field as a! factory, soaked in 
pesticides and fertilisers, to 
wildlife-friendly places where 
livestock can find contentment 
under a shady tree or crops are 
grown organically. ■ 

Fanning should only be sub- 
sidised if it produced “whole- 
some" food, reinforced ihe 
cultural importance of fields and 
improved conditions for. farm 
workers, the group Says. And 
food should be grown for local 
markets, cutting out the costs 
and pollution of long journeys. 

It is not an anti-farmer man- 
ifesto and cites the high suicide 
rate among farmers who are in- 
creasingly isolated on large, 
mechanised holdings- Nor, ac- 
cording to Sue Clifford, a di- 
rector of Common Ground, is 
it impractical. “The BSE crisis 
has taught us a lot about short 
cuts and cheap food, meanwhile 
organic farmers we have talked 
to are rushed off their feet 
with demand.'' 

Battlefields, fields that have 

S ired authors, festival fields 
field springs should all be 
revered, along with the poetic 
names given centuries ago, 
though time and the plough may 
have obscured their meaning. 

The ones given above trans- 
late as follows: Devil's Dole - 
unproductive or difficult land; 
Handkerchief Croft - small 
piece of land; Seven Men’s 
Mowth - meadow with work for 
seven men; Haggs - .place 
cleared of trees; Skirt- land on 
a boundary; Vicar's Hatchet - 
land assigned to the parson. 


NEW LABOUR’S EARLY PLEDGES ARE 


Qo^Y £4^° million 


. cut class sizes to 30 or under for 5, 6 ^ 
and 7 year-olds by using money save d £ '2- 2-5 million 

from the assisted places scheme ^ 3 - 




It doesn’t add up, Mr Blair 


The assisted places scheme makes it possible for children from low-income families to 
attend independent schools. Killing this scheme would achieve nothing, in fact, it would 
take seven years to phase it out, by which time New Labour would still be £265 million 
short of the money they need to cut class sizes. (Source: Institute of Public Finance) 
Meanwhile they would have damaged the education of up to 65,000 poor children. (The 
average child in the scheme comes from a family with an income of only £10,900.) 

Do these children really benefit? They certainly do. They achieve results up to 3 grades 
higher at A-leveL (Source: London School of Economics) 

These tangible results would be thrown away simply because of prejudice against 


non-State education. Frankly, this kind of thinking is as out of date as Clause Four. 
Most Labour voters want success not envy. That's why 55% of them are in favour of the 
assisted places scheme and only 27% are against it (Source: MORI) 

For the sake of some of Britain's most promising children, help us persuade New Labour 
to abandon this policy before the election. We have nothing against a New Labour 
government - just this pointless policy. Please let us pass on your views to your MP. 
Write to us at Friends of Independent Schools, 56 Buckingham Gate, London, SW1E 6AG. 

Parental Choice Matters 

Telephone: 0171 233 7297 Fax: 0171 630 5013 email: nstionalOisKoig.iiK Wabstte: http://wfm.bi3.orQ.uk 


over 39-floor fall 


Michael Streeter 

Police in Brazil believe a 31- 
year-old British manage n.ent 
consultant who fell to her 
death from the 39th floor of a 
luxury hotel may have commit- 
ted suicide. 

The body of Katrina Dun- 
leavy, 31, who was on a business 
trip to Rio de Janeiro for the 
London-based accountants 
KPMG, was found by security 
staff at the five-star Meridien 
Hotel earlier this week Ac- 
cording to local police, a day be- 
fore her death Ms! Dunleavy 
had been removed from the 
“dangerous" out-of-bounds 
roof terrace from which she is 
believed to have fallen. 

Yesterday staff at KPMG 
were shocked at the death of 
their colleague, who had been 
with the firm for three years. A 
spokesman said: “It is a tragic 
loss to her family and to all her 
colleagues in the firm. She was 
a very professional person, she 
was a good operator and high- 
ly thought oL We are saddened 
byjhis loss." 

added that 
the dead woman, who was sin- 
gle, had been on a normal as- 


signment in Brazil, a country 
she had visited on business be- 
fore. They could not speculate 
on what may have caused the 
tragedy. 

Ms Dunleavy, who was orig- 
inally from Liverpool, and who 
specialised in the telecommu- 
nications industry, had travelled 
with two colleagues to Rio last 
Sunday for a two-week business 
trip. 

GDda Antao, the local British 
pro-consul said a post-mortem 
examination had been com- 
pleted but its finding* ; have not 
been made -public. “We do not 
know the exact details of her 
death but we have been in con- 
tad. with her family,'’ she said. 
“Arrangements are being matte 
to bring her back to Britain.” 

The terrace from which sie 
is thought, to have faUen in the 
early hours of Wednesday is an 
emergency exit and cannot be 
locked, but there is a sign, in 
three languages idling guests. to 
stay away because it is danger- 
ous. A police spokesman told 
reporters: “The investigation 
points toward suicide, but. we 


O diw 

coroner's reports to close" the 
case.” 
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Proctor over 


Han Abrams ...... 

ftditical Cottesponderit 

Harvey Proctbr.r the former 
Conservative MB could face 
prosecution for faflmg_ 1 o; sub- 
mit accounts oa h& sEirt drop 
for the past twd years. 

. Thirteen high- profile Tbries : • 
including the Deputy Prime 
Minister Michael Heseltnie^ 
bought shares in Cottpnrose. 
Lord Archer, the former Coa L 
servative Party vice-cfaak m a iy 
was also among' .the investors 
who helped Mr Procojr to set:; 
up his shop in south-west "Lon- j 
don after he was forced cut of’ 
Parliament 10 years ago; 

When it last published itsfig-' 
ures in March 1994, it was ' 
£150,000 in debt. Companies 
House has confirmed that if Mr 
Proctor does not defiwir thepast 
two years' accounts by April 4 
be is Kkely to be prosecuted un- 
der the Companies Act. The 
case would be beard in a mag- 
istrates' court where the maxi- 
mum fine for failing to submit 
accounts is £5,000. If Mr Proc- 
tor does file accounts in tune* 
he is still liable for a possible late 
payment penalty of £1,000.- _ 
Among the other investors in 
the company are. several who 
have since faced scandals them- 
selves. Tim Yeo, member, for 
Suffolk South, was embarrassed 
by revelations that he had an il- 
legitimate child, while Nefl 
Hamilton, MP for Tattoo, faced 
allegations that he accepted 
cash for questions. David Ashby 



Harvey Proctor: ‘It has 
been a struggle to survive' 

was deselected by his 
Leicestershire North West 
constituency after losing a hbcl 

case over allegations that he was 

homosexual. 

Other Tory MPs who put 
money into- Mr Proctor’s com- 
pany included Mark Lcnnox- 
Boyd, David Heathcoal-Amory, 
Richard Shepherd, Sir Nicholas 
Bonsor, Philip Oppenheim and 
Michael Brown. Another in- 
vestor was David Lightbown. 
the 3 former Conservative whip 
who died last year. 

Leapsquare, die pubhc affairs 
consultancy run by the MP for 
Wfelwyn Hatfield, David Evans, 
also put money into the 
company. 

Mr Proctor, former MP for 


Billericay, said that he had not 
submitted accounts for bis shop 
in Richmond because difficult 
trading conditions bad left nun 
unable to pay his accounlaflL 
Many other small companies 
had the same problems, he 
said-' . 

“It has been quite a struggle 
to survive. It has not been 
helped by press comment every 
six months that we are closing 
down.” he said. 

•“The newspapers treat this 
company as though it was ICT. 
Take your ranks off our lawn, 
please,” he said. 

Mr Proctor left P&rbamcnt m 

1 9S7 after facing court charges 

relating to his homosexuality. 

Nefl Hamilton and his wife 
Christine, who both hold shares 
ia the shop, were there four 
years ago when Mr Proctor 


was attacked by two men who 
were later Jailed 


WUC.-U.J fen the assault. 

Mr Hamilton' sustained a 
broken nose when he tried to 
help his friend. 
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No end to beef 

ys EU 

commissioner 

■<! iwraron/W fftt fl 


Sarah Hahn 

Brussels 


British hopes of securmgan ear- 
ly end to the beef ban were dealt 

another severe blow yesterday 
when Emma Bouino, Con- 
sumer Affairs Commissioner, 
said the Commission was not 

even thinking about lifting the 

embargo.** „ . ... 

Ms Bonino, a sharp-talking 
Italian who is better known m 
Britain as Minister for Fishenes 

Policy, has recently been ap- 
pointed by the Commission to 
oversee public beal* m the 
wake of the beef scandal. She 
looks likely to prove a tougher 
opponent when it co m £? 
lifting the embargo than Franz 
Fischler, the Agriculture 
Commissioner. . . 

A champion of individual 
and consumer rights 
oui her life, Mrs Bonmo told the 
French newspaper. /**£»»*- 

-It is out of the question to 

a long time. . 

The commissioners com- 
ments come jest toir d «)* “J 
1« Britain ffltantMd M* 


ther eradkahon. Presenting roe 
plan, Douglas Hogg, the Agn- 
Minister,' called on tns 
riaohere to remember the TOo- 
rence agreement”, a reference 
to the mucbvannled deal ai last 
year’sJime summit- The agree- 
ment -was presented by" the 
Government as a “victpoTand 
a justification for the beet 
war" because it supposedly con- 
tained commitments from 
other European countries to a 
gradual lifting of the ban. 

However, Britain's partners 
denied that there were any 
commitments at the time and 
eight months later they are 
talking as tough as ever. 

The European Commission 
has no intention of reco m- 
mending even a partial rating oi 
the ban until Britain can prove 
that every possible safeguard is 
in place. The Commission itself 
has recently come under fierce 
criticism from the European 
Parliament for -failing .in its 
duty to monitor mad cow 
disease in British herds after the 
first alert in 1989., 

Mm Bonino’-s new public 
health post was created in part 
to defuse criucisin from the Par- 
liament and to reassure 
member states that no such 
crisis could occur again. 
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Fiesta Flight 

from £155*80 per month on the road 10% A R* 

CWus deposit and optional final purchase payment) 



Media warned 

on Bridgewater 


The senior judge in the Bridge- 
Three case yesterday 

tfl the Court of Appeal was sat- 

*■^25 *SStoch re; 

»Sto d 17l*® r , ¥" r S 

ewans Vincent and Micha el 
Hideev were in court yesterday* 

SissflMg 

not safe, “tftep we will quash 
^andthepresumpom^ 
Docence in favourof aU m 
convicted persons 

^Tbc judge said most media 
corerase last week was accurate, 
bunnne was not, so iwng 
essary to reiterate what the 

“in the hope that m 

S^lflreportsaiKliKrt^- 

He said the court badstareo 
it would hear evidence ^ 0B ? ff 1 ’ 
enSic everts indicating that a 




confession by the fourth de- 
fendant, Patrick Molloy, who 
died in prison, had been ob- 
tainedby a trick. If 
was accepted, it would lead to 
the Quashing of his conviction. 

The court had then said: 
■Tt is in our view right that the 
public, the appeUants and the 
Family of the murdered boy 
should have the opportunity to 
learn precisely bow the fresh ev- 
idence came to bght, wh ^; 

significance is and also to jmcrw 

wbatfurther evidence there 
mav be.” The court would then 

• tion, the judge said it ots not a 
.court of inquiry or recom- 
mission* It was concerned with 
what went wrong in the inves- 
tigation and trial and theeffeet 
on the safely of the convictions, 
not with- why thuifswent wrong, 
it would not inquire into, W nv 
stance, which indWduab were 

responsible for non-di«d^ure 
of evidence that might haw 

helped the defence, or what oth- 
er person dr persons nngh 1 

have committed the murder. 

But the court did have paw- 

ZgSSSSSSZ 

Public Prosecutions. 



Fiesta Flight 

Tilting & removable sunroof 

Power steerins 

> Central lockins 

, Power front windows 

► Remote tailgate release 
» Body colour bumpers 

• Tinted glass 

. 165/70 R13 tyres 

• Unique wheel covers 

Fiesta Chicane 

• Tilting & removable sunroof 

• Power steering 

• Central locking 

• Power front windows 

• Remote tailgate release 

• Body colour bumpers 

• Tinted glass 

• Tailgate spoiler 

• Front fos lamps 

• Sports seats 

• Sports suspension settings 
« 185/55 R14 tyres 

• 14‘ steel wheels 
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Typical Example 
Htatit 1 J3 3dr Chicane 1.M 3 dr 


Mileage (perarmn) 


12.00^ 


12,000 


aTCorroncrr j ed retail pnoe** 
E samwed cn the road pnee* 
Ci epC6iU30%J 

Balance 

Tot al Charge ta 

Toed anvju^t p w 1 * 

Tam (moransi 


£<>. 460 CO t-1 0^5 00 

£10,1B5.t*Cl £11,260-00 

£3,03750 C3.37S. V> 


£7,087.50 £7.S89.tO 


£1,158.70 Cl.278^4 
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Fiesta Chicane 

from 6171.91 per month on the road 9.9% APR. 

11 (Plus deposit and optional final purchase payment.) 
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£155.80 £171*1 
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APR 
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British movie moguls line up 



Stars come out In 
force to support 
film-makers’ bids 
for slice of £156m 
lottery cake 

Marianne Macdonald 

Arts Correspondent 

Ehon John and Ewan McGre- 
gor were among the stars who 
lined up behind film companies 
yesterday to hid for a slice of the 
Clrfim of lottery money being 
made available io make British 
feature films. 

Intended to help overcome 
the fragmented and ad hoc 
chtiracier of the domestic film 
industry, the Arts Council lot- 
tery scheme will award up to 
iSm each year to four “fran- 
chises". or consortia, for six 
ivant. 

The initiative follows a con- 
sultants' report which suggest- 
ed that the .Arts Council was “in 
a unique position to be the cat- 
alyst of change" within the 
British film industry by means 
of its lottery income. 

There is no question of Hol- 
lywood-style budgets, however: 
funds will be limited to £2m per 
film and the required private 
funding is unlikely to push that 
much beyond £fm 
The Arts Council hopes to re- 
coup its grants from film 
profits -bufwill plough such in- 
come back into more 
productions. 

The bids which went in for 
yesterday's 6pm deadline in- 
cluded one from Studio 
Pictures, a BBC-backed con- 
sortium led by its former head 
of single drama. George Faber. 



Movie millions: Elton John and Helena Bonham Carter are supporting a film industry bid for lottery cash, some of which would be used to fund productions starring old favourites like Rupert the Bear 


It boasts the support of BBC 
Films, and Ewan McGregor, 
who shot to fame in 
Trainspotting, and who has set 
up a talent company with his co- 
star from that film. Jonnv Lee 
Miller, to develop opportunities 
for actors in Britain's film 
industry. 

Also'hopeful were UK Film- 
works. headed bv Mike Newell, 


who directed Four Weddings 
and a Funeral. David Partin, 
who produced The Madness of 
King George, and GranaJa 
Films. 

.Another bid came from Part- 
ners In Film, a heavyweight con- 
sortium which includes Elton 
John's Rocket Pictures and 
Merchant Ivory Productions, 
famed for hits such as.4 Room 


with a 1 7rw and Hwards End. 
It says it will make 34 films in 
the six years. 

A fourth consortium. Double 
Negative, is led by Working Ti- 
tle Films, the successful British 
production company which cat- 
apulted Hugh Grant to fame in 
Four Weddings And A Funeral. 

Its partners include Revolu- 
tion Films - formed by producer 


Andrew Eaton and director 
Michael Winterbottom, who 
made the feature fdmJude - and 
The Jones Company. 

Path£ Pictures offered a 
heavyweight application boast- 
ing producers Simon Chan- 
ning-Williams (Naked. Secrets 
and Lies), Jake Eberts of Allied 
Films [Driving Miss Daisy Char- 
iots of Fire. Dances ffit/i Bbftus), 


Norma Heyman ( Dangerous 
Liaisons ). Lynda Miles of Pan- 
dora Productions. (77ie Com- 
mitments) and Sarah Radclyffe 
(My Beautiful Lqundrette). 

Penzance Filins accounted 
for another bid from the con- 
sortium including Metro dome 
Group, the production compa- 
ny responsible for Leon The Pig 

Rimiiir qnrl thp RriKcK itnw+nn 


Nicholas Roeg (Don't Look 
Now, The Man Who Fell To 
Earth) and Ken Russell (Women 
In Love, Tommy). 

The Children's Film and 
Television Foundation also ap- 
plied to service “one of the most 
neglected areas of the British 
film industry- the children's and 

famil y film ”. 

Meanwhile, United Anima- 


tions wants funding to make 
feature-length cartoons star- 
ring Rupert the Bear, Rnmpel- 
stiltskin and Odysseus. 

The Arts Council received 
400 initial applications. The 
winning bids will be chosen by 
its film advisory paiid beaded 
by Charles Denton, the BBC's 
former head of drama group, 
and announced in May. 
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Bomb fanatic 


boy locked up 
for four years 


A rebel schoolboy bomb-mak- 
er with a “disturbing obses- 
sion" with explosives was 
yesterday ordered to be de- 
tained in a secure unit for four 
years. The 15-year-old, who 
cannot be named for legal rea- 
sons, made and set off a num- 
ber of devices, and had also 
booby-trapped his bedroom, 
Truro Crown Court beard. 

He had papers relating to the 
Oklahoma bomb massacre, in 
which he had a “macabre in- 
terest”, said prosecutor Geof- 
frey Mercer. The boy, from 
the St Blazey area of Cornwall, 
was sentenced, having pleaded 
guilty at an earlier bearing to 
two charges of making an ex- 
plosive substance and to pos- 
sessing a prohibited weapon. 

He also asked for two other 
offences, of making an explosive 
substance, and stealing chemi- 
cals, to be taken into consider- 
ation. Judge Graham Cottle 
told the boy: “It is dear from the 
evidence in this cose you have 
developed a very disturbing 
obsession with explosives. It is 
dear at this stage the risk of your 
reoffending is very high, mak- 
ing it unsafe and wrong to pass 
a sentence which allows you, ar 
the moment, your liberty." 

■ Mr Mercer said that on 22 
July the boy was given a 12- 
month conditional discharge 
for setting off a small explosive 
device outside a nightclub in St 


AustelL Four days later he set 
off “a homemade bomb in a bis- 
cuit tin” on wasteground near 
homes in Par. A resident said 
a loud bang “shook the house", 
which was 15 yards away. There 
were flames two or three feet 
high and shrapnel landed in a 
garden, said Mr Mercer. 

The teenager set off anoth- 
er device in Far on 3 August and 
six days later went voluntarily to 
the police with his mother, the 
court was told. Chemicals which 
could be used , to make explo- 
sives were taken from bis bed- 
room and destroyed. He told 
the police he learnt about ex- 
plosives from school chemistry 
lessons, and by experimenting. 

He “perfected" explosive de- 
vices and told the police he had 
set off four others. The boy also 
said he had told other young- 
sters how to make explosives, 
said Mr Mercer. While on bail, 
he was stopped by police in 
Lostwithiei on 16 October, car- 
rying a small bag. He said it con- 
tained a bomb which he was 
going to sell to a man. 

An “improvised shotgun" 
was also found on the boy, said 
Mr Mercer. A Royal Navy team 
was called to make the device 
safe. At the boy's home items 
for making explosives were 
found, said Mr Mercer, who 
added: “One of the drawers in 
his bedroom was booby- 
trapped, with an explosive de- 


vice fitted to it,” Ihe teenager 
told police the device he liad 
been carrying could “shake a 
few windows" m the right t»n- 
ditions. He said the booby-trap 
in the drawer would have caused 
3 small explosion if it had gone 
off He collected shrapnel from 
bis devices to see how far they 
had gone and had tried to make 
a Seintex substitute, bin never 
found a formula. 

Counsel for the defence, Bar- 
ry van den Berg, said the boy 
was 14 when he started to “dab- 
ble in explosives". He was lone- 
ly and had been rebelling for a 
long time against authority. His 
actions save him a “notoriety" 
among friends, which for him 
was “heady stuff". He had used 
his intelligence in a “destructive 
way", said counsel; 

A psychiatrist, Georgina Red- 
ding, said the boy, Who suffered 
from a conduct disorder and 
mood swings, got “a buzz" and 
“feeling of omnipotence" from 
what he did. There was a “mis- 
match" between the boy and his 
parents, who were in a strict re- 
ligious secL 

The boy’s father told the 
court his son became “haughty 
and disobedient" and had tak- 
en on the “destructive ride" of 
science. 

-He said they were a close 
family but admitted losing 
parental control in the s umm er 
of last year. 


Match-fixing trial 

jury out on Monday 


The jury bearing match fixing 
allegations against three foot- 
ball stars will retire on Monday 
to consider its verdicts. 

The former Liverpool and 
Southampton goalkeeper Bruce 
Grobbelaar, 39, the former As- 
ton Villa and Wimbledon strik- 
er John Fashanu. 34, and the 
former Wimbledon goalkeeper 
Hans Segers, 35, are accused of 
being part of a plot to throw’ 
games. 

Along with Malaysian busi- 
nessman, Heng Suan Lim, 31. 
alleged to be the representative 
of a Far East betting syndicate, 
they deny conspiring to give and 
accept corrupt payments. 

Adjourning the case until 
Monday, Mr Justice Tuekey 
indicated to the jury at Win- 
chester that he had almost com- 
pleted his summing-up and that 
they would retire that morning. 

The judge, who has spent 
one-and-a-half days summing 
up the case, told the jury yes- 
terday that they had seen video 
extracts of games involving the 
two goalkeepers and the 


defence had produced expert 
evidence that they had done 
nothing untoward. 

“The defence rely on this 
evidence and you wiD take it into 
account in considering whether 
the prosecution have proved 
their case," he said. 

Had the prosecution been 
able to call their own eiqiert 
evidence on this point their 
would have been stronger, said 
the judge. 

“Put shortly, the defence say 
what better proof can there be 
there was no corrupt agreement 
to influence the result of foot- 
ball matches, when no one has 
been able to say the goalkeep- 
ers did anything wrong. This 
evidence proves they never 
threw a game or tried to do so," 
said the judge. 

But he added, this evidence 
was not conclusive. 

The prosecution said it did 
not prove there was not a cor- 
rupt agreement and an agree- 
ment was proved by the fact 
money was corruptly given and 
received. 


Their case was that if mon- 
ey was corruptly given and 
received, “it does not matter 
whether the result owed every- 
thing, Ktrle or no thing to the as- 
sistance of the corrupt player”. 

The jury must reach verdicts 
on three counts. 

The first charge, against Mr 
Lim, Mr Fashanu and Mr 
Segera, alleges that between 1 
February 1991 and 9 November 
1994, they conspired together to 
give and corruptly to accept gifts 
of money to influence or at- 
tempt to influence the • out- 
come of foothall matches. - 
The second charge, against ■ 
Mr Lim, Mr Fashanu ‘and Mr 
Grobbelaar, alleges a similar 
conspiracy between 1 Novem- 
ber 1992 and 9 November 1994. 

Mr Grobbelaar alone denies 
corruptly accepting £2,000 from 
Christopher Vincent for im- 
properly influencing or at- 
tempting to influence the 
outcome of a football match or 
matches. 

• The hearing was adjourned 
until Monday. 
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international ^ 



Murders impel US army 
to flush out racist groups 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


Guilty: Paratrooper James Burmeister, 21/ (left) accompanied by lawyer, Larry McGlothfin, Is convicted PhotographtAP 


The Pentagon hopes that the 
conviction this week of a former 
paratrooper at an elite unit for 
a brutal double racial killing will 
send a powerful signal that 
white supre maoism and neo- 
Nazism have no place in the be- 
leaguered US Army. 

James Burmeister, 21, a 
member of the S2nd Airborne 
Division, was found guilty of the 
first degree murders of a black 
couple, Jackie Burden and 
Michael James, as they strolled 
down a road dose to the divi- 
sion's base at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, The sentencing phase 
of the trial, in winch prosecu- 
tors are seeking the death 
penalty, began yesterday. 

According to testimony dur- 
ing the trial, Burmeister carried 
out the killings after a night’s 
drinking with two like-minded 
fellow soldiers - apparently in 
order to qualify for a spider's 
web tattoo, which in some US 


skinhead groups is a badge de- 
noting the bearer has killed a 
black person. After his arrest 
white supremacist literature, 
weapons and a neo-Nazi Sag 
were found in his lodging. 
Other witnesses said he fre- 
quently talked of rounding up 
blacks and shooting them. 

The December 1995 shoot- 
ings led to an investigation of 
US troops worldwide to dis- 
cover the influence of skin- 


head and other racist groups. 

jotwide- 


Tbe phenomenon was not wic 
spread, with 100 of 7,600 army 
soldiers admitting they baa 
folks with white bate organisa- 
tions. Three per cent claimed to 
have been approached to join 
after they had enlisted, and 
the whole affair is doubly trau- 
matic for an inst tuition that has 
prided itself on being one of the 
fim to break down the barriers 
of racism in American society. 

At the S2nd Airborne, 22 
men were shown to have had 
“active, passive or former” lies 
with extremist groups. All have 



The verdict has come as the 


Pentagon graoples with two 
linely enc 


Julia Burden, Jackie's 
aunt, hears the verdicts 


since been punished, most of 
them by dishonourable dis- 
charge. Among them were 
Bunneisier and his co-defen- 


dant Malcolm Wright, who 


faces separate trial later this 
month, largely on the basis of 


evidence supplied by the third 
of the tno, Randy 


member of the tno, Randy 
Meadows;, who has pleaded 
guilty to reduced charges. 


other seemingly endemic ills of 
the military: the practice of 
“hazing”, or hruial initiation 
riles for new .soldiers, and wide- 
spread sexual harassment of 
female recruits: by their super- 
vising officers. Last month. De- 
fense Secretary William Cohen, 
vowed “zero tolerance" for haz- 
ing, after the heavily publicised 
ordeals of two female cadets at 
the previously ail-mute Citadel 
military college in Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

Sexual harassment m army 
ranks is also more of a problem 
than ever. After a spate of cas- 
es came to light at a training 
ground in Maryland last year, 
more than 3.000 female soldiers 
contacted a hotline to say they 
had been similarly victimised. 
Particularly embarrassing for 
the Pentagon, it emerged that 
a member of a board set up last 
year to investigate sexual 
harassment was himself an al- 
leged harasser. 


Gold casts 



Louise Jury 

Berne 


It is the biggest foreign policy 
crisis in Switzerland since the 
Second World War. To the out- 
side world, the questions about 
the fate of Nazi gold have 
raised fresh suspicions about the 
morality of Switzerland's se- 
cretive banking system. 

For the Swiss, the affair has 
prompted a complete re-as- 
sessment of their, war time his- 
tory and shattered confidence 
in their neutrality. 

Allegations that their post- 
war success was based on mil- 
lions stashed away during the 
conflict, even that the Second 
World War would have ended 
sooner had it not been for 
Switzerland's willingness to 
trade with the Nazis, have ruf- 
fled the confident, logical Swiss 
and dented belief in what they 
regard as their good record. 

Where they once prided 
themselves on having accepted 
a quarter of a million refugees 
fleeing persecution in the rest 
of Europe, they now are having 
explain why they rejected at 
least 3S,0tib, many of them 
Jews sent back to tbe the Nazis 
and certain death. 

Flavio Cotti, tbe Foreign 
Minister, said this week: “1 m 
sure ninety-nine per cent of our 
population which has not 
learned history has grown up 
with the conviction that the gen- 
eral attitude of Switzerland 
during the Second World "Wst 
was an absolutely correct atti- 
tude.” Now, he said, they were 
being asked to come to terms 
with the “negative aspect s”. 

The initiative has come from 
the lop. The government bas 
appointed a commission under 
Professor Jeaa-Rran$ois Berb- 
er- It will seek, Mr Cotti said, 
“to re-establisb the reality of 
that time”. Professor Bergier 


"We are basically watchmak- 
ers,” says Mr Borer. "What we 
make is a very delicate watch 


whi ch is going to shew us vmy 
watch 


precise time. To build a wat 
: that takes "Several years.* 


pra 
like 

With' four different political 
parties. in tbe seven-member 
cabinet, the constitution itself 
has come' tinder fire for delay- 
ing* resolution. . , . 

“The whole system is very 
shaky and not-good at solving 
anythingthai isn'tan ordinary 
probleax lf s like Swiss history 
- it is a success story as long as 
it is business as astudr one Swiss 
diplomat smd. 

. The big banks, for instance, 
have just given 100m Swiss 
francs to a humanitarian fund 
for victims of the Holocaust In 
a poll, only half the population 
believes the government should 
also contribute to it So. rather 
than risk a referendum, politi- 
cians are awaiting initial reports 
from the Bergier Commission 
to give them reasons to do so. 


<m Our Swiss 
system is like 
Swiss history - 
a success -as long 
as it’s business 
as usual 9 


sees the inquiry as “an oppor- 

cknowl 


lowledge our past 
. the present 


tunixy to art 
so we can confront i 
and the future'’. 

The process is not only aca- 
demic. Switzerland has shunned 
formal ties with the rest of the 
world, rejecting membership 
of the EEA in 1992 and joining 
United Nations organisations, 
but not the body itself. Now-it 
is beizg forced to recopskfex the 
poliev of isolation. 

Jacques Picard a member of 


fhad “lost its image” and 
lc fining a new otic. “We 

i understand that we are 
the international com- 
” he said. 

i undnpkwmeni, which 
vk&isfy unknown, now at 
6 per cent, aad one of 
vest growth rates in the 
, the economic situa- 
aBo challenging the 
oism of the past.- 
be process is proving 
fhomas Borer, chief of 
ranaent task force on 
tis of victims ofNaasn 
zertand, outlined the 
of cultures between 
land and its critics. 
Americans, in, 
the Swiss 


Many older people find it 
hard to accept that their war ef- 
forts are no longer lauded. Al- 
though documents show die 
Germans assured Switzerland 
it could escape invasion, the fear 
of a German attack was very 
real to those who spent war, 
years in foxholes on the border. 

The younger generation has 
been more willing to listen, 
though Lfli Nabholz,the politi- 
cian who steered the lifting of 
Swiss banking secrecy laws to 
aid the current investigations, 
fears some are irritated by for- 
eign criticism. There has been 
. arise in open anti-semitism. 

Swiss ..Jews recomuse that 
the investigations nave met 
with a eertafo “pBydiologjca3 re- 
sistance" from their country- 
men. Rolf Bloch, president of 
the Swiss Federation of Jewish 
Communi ties, says they are sal- 
isfied there is movement to- 
wards solving the moral and 
financial questions of the war. 

- Mr Bloch is hot gwen to the 
loud protests of the American 
Jewish lobby. Yet, hcqnieliyfeBs 
stories which his fellow dtizens 
taw not wanted to. hear. 

In 1942, when -he wasTZ a 
young Jewish brother and sis- 
ter who had escaped from Bel- 
gium .were found hiding' in 
Berne and were takm in. Nawe- 


lv, the Swiss fqmify' told thean- 
tnoritii 


rivm* arc dying- Yet 
not life Swiss way. 


_ jties. SuddenJy,.the police 

arrived. The teenagers were 
thrown out of Mzeriand and 

died in Auschwitz. 

"The Swiss population was 
against the Naas. It does not 
meai theywerein favour of the 
Jews." Mr Bloch sakL“Ttat _is 
something we cannot forget" 
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PowerStation 166+ Midi Tower 


Other Models 
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The Colossus 166+ PowerStation high 
performance multimedia PC system Sets a 
standard, for spedfiratiqn, RerformaKe and 
. value that other .PCs cannot match: ft includes 
one of the fastest processors available 
together with 32Mb EDO RAM. 33.6 voice 
modetn. fe* 12 speed CD-ROM. dr^e.XiGb 
bard efisk and a supeib 15* SVGA N3 screen. It 
also includes a 90 minute video use- guide 
arid a superb software range worth wen over 
£;f000. This is a very powerful system .which 
we can upgrade to an even faster' Intel 
Pentium^ 200MHz processor- with MMX 


• 6x86166+ Processor manufectjred by IBM 
^ performance compafafate to tharf Intel 
Pentium’ 20CWH2 processcx (Winaone 96 
score 86.7v 68) 

« Upgradeable to Intel Pentium 200MHz 
ProMacffwahMMX* 

• 2.1Gb enhanced HK tod dsk 

• 32Mb EDO RAM 

• 256k Pipeline burst mate cache 

• BABT 33-6 fax/dataMemet voice rrodem is 
idea! ftjr lax. e-mA answerphone and Wem« 
use 

• 15" chsp sharp ^SdpNI SVGA screen 

• Twelve Speed CD-HOM drive 

• i&bfe Stereo sound, 1 2D Wan PMPOstoeo 
speaker system and Joystick 

Product Code: 380*3(^534 


• Fast 64-brt integrated graphics (uses up to 2Mh 
system RAM) 

• Software MPEG far video MPEG CDs 

• Enhanced parcel. PS/2 mouse and 2 fast serial 
pods 

• 3^" 1 .44Aft floppy drive. 7 bay midi tower case, 
105 keyboard and PS/2 mouse 

• One year warranty extendable to 3 or 5 years 

• Microsoft Windows 85 with manual and CD 

• 90 Mirage user video, idee! for first time buyers 

• 1G Pre-toaded software packs and over 12 
mJtirnedSa CDs Inducting many titles covering 
afl aspects of PC use: Business. Desktop 
Publishing, CAD, Design, Finance. Typing. 
Encyclopedias, Medical Information- Games 
and children's education. Infopecha and 
Multipeds atone include over 20 reference 
titles, (limited Offer until offer ends) 


PowerStation 1$6M MM Tower 

As 166+ model shown but with (met Pentium' 1 66MHz 
processor wflh MMX" Technology 

£1373.58 fnc. VAT (£1169 +VAT) 

Product Code: 001-30-535 


PowerStation 150+ Desktop 

Desktop model with 6*38 750-* processor, 16Mb RAM. 
J.08GP tod cfcsfc 74 4 modem. 14’ screen standard 
speakers and quad speed GDflOMdnwe 

• EB98JJ8 inc. VAT (C76S +VA7) 

Product Coda 38(M0-322 



Lexmark 1 (SO colour 
inkjet printer 


WinStatlon Models 


Buy Now...Pay September 


WnStation modafe inckxfa h^her specification muWmeda Cnducfing PC microphone) arja adc^tional 
softwwe indudfng RAC RaDy Chartfaionshfa and much more. 

WnStaUon 150+ 1306.75 {£850 +VAT) 

Product Code: 38M0323 

WfetStBtion 156+ MT £1291^3 {£1099 +VAT) 

Product Code? 33CWIV536 

mnStatfan 1S6M HT £1498.13 (P 275+ VAT) 

Product Code; MI-30-53? 


Orty when you buy our WinSlation models 



Example WmSQWri 150-t Des*icp. Pay me 
where STtoon <:* fas OelMttv t« wy (u 51 
ClOCaz 1 10^ ogpoMi and »wn notwig k, &z\ 
teremonihs AKeeiKWfc&paylterSS TcO 
pee = casu once = E8S0 + S23 OeSvery * 
VAT - £1028.13 me VAt APR To. 

3bs ovaumia cw a tongp penofl d 2 5 yean 
a< APfl 198', Rnanoeft6uti|Wfl>fiaajs 
WrJien JesMs ate zvaHotte w request 


Affl 

0 % 


Interest 
Free Credit 


Technofos if required to the toftffe*. 


| '• Atthis new special price of just €999 +VAT g 
(£1 173.83 Inc VAT}, this has to be the ideal 
PC for the 'Power User 4 . Alternatively go for 
pur ‘Best Buy' PowerStation .150+ system ^ 
which is .ideal for .the home user at a m 
sensetio^|5ice.o{ jiat £765 +yATJ£898,88 
inc vatk';: 


01282 777 111 



lines Open; Monday - Friday 9.00am-7i»pm, Saturday 9.00am - 5.DDpm 


Ci^nyille Hcjse. BlacitoU!: 1 Read SimonMrwr. Bur.'.ie". Lrcjwc^ caU "CT 


Offer Ends 14th March 


Fa tonbar. 012B3 77 07 01 . eapw» eKririaa ptou ■* » capaae safsi. 

UjlgplEfw. ty Of «rt«- SenJ nc nurtrf rco- PrW (V*** cnu+ir do*»«y urtcr b rwTrj#*' 
■ SS338 nc wtr tfas +t»1J *ar UK mariand Pitas. spaAMaroanii tfitn am sutpourtap. 

Syswre m noma* towed 

wriw 7 to 1 « days W ^tadas Ufcd wBw 2a o&oww spo^hdm*ydB«JaMp«afli» 

<5 o t«a^ iwjrwm w cm m acW b« ta apera r fcss. DqieMM w 
IHdcaB safcsQw acffcaors « p»»«W ajppfcd on CO *i*h on4» IMp. Pa* stars are staur 
lartoffl^ttfty,hwPHWM*arai»«*TBdw^Mlra»naifao»*«Q5rp3fa^ 

•UangOTOpitW.HrMr -^fii^ial»»dfiailfi»dpnanB£aCE LfiLJ 


26 Showrooms Nationwide 

Order Direct or call into your nearest Showroom 
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Exposed: Oil-covered baby sea lions sitting on a rock off Punts del Este, Uruguay, following a spill from a Panamanian tanker which ran 
aground on the nearby island of Lottos earlier this month and which is threatening more than 200,000 sea lions in the area Photograph: AFP 


Our friend Sandra, an Irish 
woman married lo a French- 
man, says that the vreri parisien 
pedestrian can always be dis- 
tinguished from the visitor or 
newcomer. The unwary out- 
sider stares up at the startlingly 
elegant buildings on every side. 
The Parisian always looks dawn. 
He or she is, from bitter expe- 
rience, scanning the pavement 
ahead for dog poo. 

Paris has a serious dog prob- 
lem, more serious, it is said, than 
any other city in the workl Part- 
ly this is because U has more 
dogs - 300,000 - than any oth- 
er city. But that is not all. Oth- 
er cities, including other French 
cities, have taken aggressive 
steps to curb this urban scourge. 
Paris has adopted a polity of, as 


PARIS DAYS 



it were, laissez-faire. Jt is not fl- 300,000 dogs living in Paris. 




Got the message? Well, with an offer as 
good as this we thought we ought to shout 
about it. 

Purchase a BT EasyReach' * messager during 
March and we’ll give you £10 Cash Back! 

BT EasyReach messagers come in a range 
of colourful designs and because it’s a BT 
EasyReach messager there are no ongoing costs. 



What’s more, because it covers 98% of 
the UK population, it’s now even easier to get 
contacted by ali your friends and family 
wherever you might be. 

For more information on the £10 Cash Back 
or to order direct, call Freefone 0800 67 77 67. 
You’ll get 

the message. BT f? El 


'.asyReach 



legal for dogs to foul the oth- 
erwise impeccable pavements of 
one of the most beautiful dries 
known to man. 

On my walk to work the oth- 
er day I decided, in the name 
of investigative journalism, to 
measure the extent of the af- 
fliction. I counted 18 deposits 
in the first 30 yards. V&Iking to 
school with Ihe children isa one- 
mile slalom course to avoid 
what Charlie calls, from grisly 
memory, the “squelchy ones". 

Continuing' my fearless in- 
quiries, I uncovered several dis- 
turbing facts. Dogs leave 20 tons 
of faeces on the streets of Paris 
daily (who has weighed them, 
you ask. We wfll come to that lat- 
er). An average of 650 people a 
year are hurt so badly after slip- 
ping on dog shit in Paris that they 
have to be taken to hospital This 
works out at nearly two victims 
a day, broken collar bones are 
the most frequent injury. 

The City of Paris pays £5m a 
year to a company, Delcaux, 
which operates more than 100 
machines, resembling golf carts, 
called caninettes. Their job is to 
scour dog poo from the most af- 
fected pavements once or twice 
a day. (The normal street clean- 
ing is supposed to take care of . 
the gutters.) The caninettes make 
their most intensive rounds just 
after the morning rush-hour 
and jost after the late film on 
television. Experience has shown 
that this is when owners and dogp 
most frequently resort to the 
public canine toilets, known to 
everyone else as the streets. 

I contacted the technical dir- 
ector of the operation, Dom- 
inique Bellan^r, who admitted 
it was not feasible to get around 
all the 1,500 miles of Parisian 
streets daily. His team, he said, 
concentrates on the “most pol- 
luted areas". (It is the Dekaux 
company which has measured 
the harvest from Parisian dogs). 
The caninettes do a good job 
but, as Mr Bellanger concedes, 
the expectation that they will 
pass by encourages lazy dog — 
owners to use the pavements, 
not the gutters. 

We are used to thinking of 
Britain as a nation of doting 
dog-owners, but we have noth- 
ing on the french. In the Bois 
de Boulogne on a fine Sunday, 
Parisians parade in their hun- 
dreds around the ornamental 
lakes, with every conceivable 
species of mutt, turning the Bois 
into some vast, open-air Crafts. 
The sentimentality which the 
French rarely bestow cm one an- 
other is available sometimes for 
children and always for dogs: 
Paris, like California, has dog 
psychiatrists; even deg and cat 
astrologers. There are 80,000 
dog; with private-health insur- 
ance in France. 

Oose to my office is a dog. 
shop. In the window are dog 
mittens, fashionable dog coats, 
haute-cuisine dog biscuits, dog 
toys — including stuffed animals 
(pets for dogs?) - and pickets 
of the “finest-quality straw from 
the Pfys d’Auge” (appellation 
contrdfee produce for pets?). 

. There is not a pooper-scoop- 
er in sight I inquired within. 
The shop did not sell them: no 
demand apparently, despite the 


Over the years; committees 
have been formed by the town 
ball to study the issue, scientific 
studies have been commis- 
sioned, and information cam- 
paigns have been, aimed ai 
dog-owners (eocuuragmg more 
fraternity and less liberie.) •' 

Other French dues have, so 
to speak, stamped on the prob- 
lem. Grenoble led the way infhe 
1980s with instant fines, prose- 
cutions for persistent offenders, 
even the seizure of pets. At the 
same time, the dry built 120 
“sanitary dog spaces" and con- 
ducted a permanent civic- 
awareness campaign. 

Similar policies, as weB as a 
Lax on dog-owners, were pro- 
posed to the dry of Paris as long 

as eight years ago. They were re- 
jected try the then mayor, who 
said such “repression" would 
not work and would penalise the 
old and the poor. . 

The mayor was, of course, 
Jacques Chirac, who is notori- 
ously soft-hearted about ani- 
mals. At one point the future 
president lectured dog-food 


£ An average of 
650 people a 
year are hurt so 
badly slipping 
on dog shit in 
Paris that they 
have to be taken 
to hospital 9 

manufacturers on the. need to 
make their offerings conducive 
to drier and more compact dog 
poo. He was, h is said, reluctant 
to do anything which might of- 
fend so many thousands of 
dog-owning voters. 

Nothing much is likely to 
-daangesoon. Complamts about 
dog dirt are the third most fre- 
quent reason for letter-writing 
to the I^ris town hall (ahead of 
fear of crime). But this has been 
true for many years now. The 
Agriculture Minister, Philippe 
Vhsseur, will shortly present a 
law to parliament on the con- 
trol of pets. It is aimed mostly 
at controlling savage dogs such 
as pit bulls and at the better reg- 
ulation of cat and dog sales, it 
also proposes a free, if limited, 
veterinary service for poorer pet 
owners. There is no suggestion 
of a licence or tax to control dog 
numbers, as some had urged. 

Non-dog-owning Parisians 
should console themselves with 
the wisdom of the 19th-century 
poet Gerard de Nerval, who 
provoked the dog lovers of his 
day by promenading with a 
lobster at the end of a pink rib-, 
boh. When questioned on his 
motives, be replied that lobsters 
“Know the secrets of the sea, 
they don’t bark ..." 

He might have mentioned at 
least one other reason, in a 
crowded city, to prefer a crus- 
tacean to a dog. 

John Lichfield 


Strikers’ threat 
to Prado show 


Elizabeth Nash 

Madrid 


Spain’s Prado museum has 
launched a spectacular exhibi- 
tion of European art devoted to 
sensual pleasure. But the event 
prompted howls of pain from 
museum employees, anguished 
at what they call “conditions of 
absolute chaos". 

Members of the museum's 
workers’ committee interrupted 
the opening ceremonies this 
week by whistling and banging 
drums, and brandfehing banners 
and stickers saying “Save the 
Prado". They plan a . senes of 
protest actions including strikes 
- although their leader, Anto- 
nio Solano, reckons a work-to- 
rtile would be sufficient to brin g 
the museum, bousing one of the 
world's finest art collections, to 
a standstill. 

More than 100 sixteenth and 
seventeenth century paintings, 
including four splendid Car- 
avaggios as well as works by Tit- 
ian and Breughel, celebrate 
the pleasures of the five sens- 
es. Workers say the exhibition, 
“improvised at the last minute", 
was mounted with unprece- 


dented haste, causing disruptioi 
throughout the museum. The 
say the accumulation of tem 
poesry displays and major re 
pairs.to the dilapidated buildmj 
win dose dozens of rooms. " 
“For weeks visitors have bed 
trippi ng over ladders and tool 
boxes, as workers have been dri 
ven to the Emit, shouting to ead 
other, banging, causing disiup 
tion that is totally inappropri 
ate in the Prado," complain e< 
Alfredo Pineiro, a member o 
the workers' committee and i 
museum restorer. 

Workers who have seen thei 
numbers cut and wages frcrzei 
are ^totally demoralised", M 
Pineiro says. They want some dr 
' der tobeput into the sbambol 
. fc interned organisation of ihi 
.fla gsh i p of Spanish culture-. 

It was, workers say, “mad- 
ness'* to mount such an ambi- 
tious project during majoj 
structural repairs: 

A spokesman for the spon- 
soring bank, the BBV, said tb< 
exhibition had not figured in is 
plans for this year but wasrb' 
result of an invitation by theSeo 
rotary of State for Culture 
Miguel Angel Cbrtes. 
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a forgotten holocaust 



Robert 




on s tale of 
past terror 
.artJAesh 
justice • 


For Caspar Agfaajanian, it is a mat- T 
ff r ° £ Poiiaple. For his wife Astri&.' 
it all aoes bade to -the- dayiK years 
ago when the lUxtoj.pile/the *aiv- 
tng orphans of Armenia <m top of 
each other in the sand and burned 
them alive. 

“My mother savedme from the 
nre by poshing me under a pile of 
corpses, she says. ''She used to teU 
me afterwards that when she hbaid 
the screams of the children and saw . 

the n3TnK it «wu- ; ' t 


gomg up to heaven.’' .. 

>\strid is now 83, her husband 85, 
but their baffle - against another Ben- 
d's?. of Ttirks -is contained ma! 
thick file of ttHTespondeucem their 
bungalow home in Shoreham-on- 
Sea, West Sussex 

No one comes well out of those 
raiding letters and cuttings; neither 
the Turkish authorities in Cyprus who 
revised to compensate the Aghaja- 
mans , for the property looted from 
therr home after the 1974 Turkish in- 
vasion - on the grounds th>n they 
were of Armenian ethnic origin — nor ■ 
the Foreign Office which foiled to 
persuade the Turks to pay for their 
plunder, even though the Aghaja- 
nians are fill] British citizens, 

"Deplorable,” is how one Fbreign 
Office letter — from Tim Eggar, 
then parliamentary under-secretary, ‘ 

- described Mr Aghajanian’s srtua- ■ 
rion in 1985. But it went cm to ad- • 
mit that his claim, would not be met 
unless (here was a political settlement 

on the island 

What the Aghajanians lost in 
Cyprus - Persian carpets, furniture, 
an ancient-coin and stamp collection, 
photographs of relatives sin c e mas- ‘ 
sacred, a piano, family letters and a 
large library of valuable books - 
would only amount to a few thousand 
pounds. The Turks originally tried to 
prevent the couple from receiving 
compensation for their retirement 
home in northern Cyprus - foiling 
only because Mr Aghajanian was 
paid for the property before the 
Tbrks discovered that he was Ar- 
menian. But for Astrid and Gaspar 

- their families refugees from the 
Turks twice in the same cenhny- the 
refusal to .compensate them for 
their possessions remains a mark of 
indignity and shame. 

Their store explains all. Astrid’s 
grandfather, grandmother and unde 



Waiting: Gaspar and Astrid 
Aghajanian at their home in 
Shoreham-on-Sea, Sussex, 
where they continue to fight for 
compensation from the Turks 
Photograph: Andrew Hasson 


. were shot dead at the start of the 1915 
Holocaust against the Armenians , the 
Ttolrish massacre that killed at least 
a million. and a half Armenians in 
what isnowTurfceyand Syria. Astrid 
retains feint memories of the long 
trek over the desert which the women 
and children were forced to make by 
Turkish police officers - robbed, 
raped, starved and burned to death 
across hundreds of miles of sand. . 

"At a village one night, my father, 
who had been deported, came to see 
ns. He told my mother , that he 
thought he was being allowed tossy 
goodbye, that he would be shot with 
the other men. . I. remember toy 
mother told me that my father’s last 
words were: The only way to re- 
member me [is] to look after Astrid.' 
We never saw him again.” . 

. -Oil the long march- south, Turks 
and Kurds attacked, the- column of 
women and Children, carrying off 
girls % rape and forced marriages. . 


"My mother would run from one end she married her cousin and moved 
of the column to the other each time to the newly mandated territoty of 
she saw them attacking us." Astrid Palestine, now ruled by the British, 
says. "My grandmother died along In 1942. Astrid met Gaspar, whose 
the way. So did my newly bom own Armenian family had lived in 
brother \fertkes. We tod to leave him Palestine for generations and who 
by the roadside. 

"One day. the lurks mmmmmmmmmmmammmmmmmammmmammmmmmmm 

^Bcafn ThT'^g 6 My mother saved me fn 
aS 6 w“ fire by pushing me un< 
SSSffi a pile of corpses 5 

Then my mother saw 

them piling the children on top of was shortly afterwards to become a 


6 My mother saved me from the 
fire by pushing me under 
a pile of corpses 3 


each other and setting them on fire. 
My mother buried herself and me un- 
der another pSe of dead bodies. Even 
today, ! cannot stand to be in dark- 
ness or to be on my own.” .• 
Astrid’s mother, who was only IS, 
eventually carried her to a Bedouin 
camp ancLafter reaching Aleppo - 
with the help of a Turkish officer - 


magistrate. Fleeing the first Arab- 
Israeli war in 1948. both took refuge 
in Jordan - where Gaspar secured 
British citizenship -and then moved 
to the still Bntisb-administered 
colony of Cyprus. 

Gaspar Aghajanian worked for 22 
years for the United States radio- 
moniioring station on the island, re- 


tiring to the bungalow the couple had 
built for themselves on the newh in- 
dependent island. 

"We never had am problems with 
the Turkish community," Astrid 
remembers. “Our housemaid was 
Turkish and we got on 
mm amim very well." 

m fines But when the Turks 
Ell Llie invaded in 1 974 - after 

■yp a Greek-Cvpriot coup 

d’ctai - the .Aghajanians 
were on the run again 
from their traditional 
oppressors. 

“We thought at first that the Turks 
would he disciplined." Gaspar says. 
“They were no longer Ottomans - 
and they were a Nato force. Then we 
heard of a British couple wbo‘d 
been beaten up in their home. That 
decided many of us that we should 
leave." 

In a convoy of cars - the British 
actor Edward Woodward was flee- 


ing with them - the Aghajanians 
made their way to the British sov- 
ereign base area at Dhekelia. and 
thence to Britain. 

British residents who managed to 
return to Turkish-occupied Cyprus 
reported that the Armenians' home 
had been looted. "Front door bro- 
ken and house searched by army. 
Contents strewn everywhere” . ." said 
one report. The British Government 
refused to lake responsibility for 
British property. Another letter to 
the Aghajanians said that "Alas, so 
far as I can judge, you must regard 
the contents of vour house as entirely 
lost. The house itself, it seems, has 
been taken over by one of the new- 
ly' arrived Turkish police officers, who 
has apparently cleaned it and burned 
ail papers." 

Gaspar eventually received 
£1 5.i>00 for the house. But when he 
demanded compensation for the 
couple's possessions, he discovered 


from the Foreign Office - in the 
words of Tim Eggars leiier - that 
“the Turkish Cypriot authorities had 
... enacted ‘legislation' to exclude 
claims made by those persons who 
were deemed to have Greek or 
Greck-Cypriot connections. They 
have now extended this exclusion to 
cover claims by persons deemed to 
be of .Armenian descent." 

“We were never Greek Cypriots 
and never asked for Greek-Cypriol 
passports." Gaspar Aghajanian say's. 
“We were full British citizens but we 
were refused compensation on 
grounds of our ethnic background. 
And nothing has been done to cor- 
rect this disgraceful state of affairs." 

When he noticed in 1990 that 
Margaret Thatcher was to visit 
Turkey for ceremonies marking the 
battle of Gallipoli - on the very day 
that commemorates the start of the 
Armenian Holocaust by the Turks - 
Mr Aghajanian wrote to his MB 
Richard Luce, to eomplain. 

The British Government, came the 
reply from Francis Maude, then 
Foreign Office minister of state, 
"regard the loss of so many lives ( in 
the Armenian massacres) as a 
tragedy..." 

Bul he continued, "we have long 
considered that it would not he 
right to raise with, or attribute to, the 
present Turkish government acts 
which took place 75 years ago dur- 
ing the time of the Ottoman empire." 

All of which begs a lot of questions 
for the elderly Aghajanians. If the 
British Government will not even dis- 
cuss die Armenian Holocaust with 
the Turks on the grounds that the 
present Turkish government was 
not responsible, how cr«mc they let 
the Turks discriminate today against 
British citizens of Armenian ethnic 
origin? Is this discrimination not di- 
rectly linked to the 1915 Holocaust? 
And do not visiting heads of state dis- 
cuss with the Germans the Nazi 
Holocaust against the Jews - and 
compensation for the survivors - 
without blaming the present German 
government for the atrocities? 

“Our Holocaust happened a Jong 
time ago," Astrid says, "h is east' to 
forget us. And Gaspar still writes' his 
letters. But still the Turks can get 
3way with refusing us compensation 
because of our ethnic origin - even 
though we are British." 


shot in North Korea reels 

the arm 
for drug 
drive by 
Mexico 


EncpireK must be aged IB or over. In oner to sateguarzt our customers. cerUbn transactions may require written confirmation. Frtt Direct t * serves the right no aectne to open an 
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Bill Cormier 

Associated Press 


Mexico City - Mexican officials 
yesterday announced the cap- 
ture of a drug lord responsible 
for tonnes of cocaine entering 
the United States, just before a 
. US decision on whether to re- 
* certify Mexico as an ally in the 
drug war. 

The attoroey-general’s an- 
- - -J nouncement came as Con- 
gressmen urged President BUI 
Clinton to deprive Mexico of its 
official status as a fully co-op- 
erative ally in attempts to curb 
drug smuggling. Such status 
means Mexico can receive US 
financial aid to fight trafficking. 
The State Department was ex- 
pected late yesterday to anr 
fiouuce Mr Canton’s decisions 
on whether to certify the drug 
programmes of Mexico and 31 
other countries. 

Under arrest yesterday was 
Oscar Malherbe de Leon, head 
of the Gulf cartel once ranted 
Mexico's second most powerful. 
A statement said prosecutors 
were preparing charges, in- 
cluding drug trafficking and 

possession. 11 did not say when 

he was captured. The arrest was 
another blow for the cartel : 
which grew from a backwoods 1 
marijuana operation into a 
? booming operation under its 
now jailed kingpin, Juan Gar^ 

V eja Abrego. The statement said 
Mr Malhertx assumed foe lead* 

erehip after the arrest last year 
? 0/ Garcia Abrego, convicted m 

V autumn by a US court of smug- 
giing 15 tonnes of cocaine into 

«• the US. He was given 11 fifesen- 

tences and fined $128a3- 

l Mr Malherbe’s arrest is the 
latest in a fluny of last-minute 
? disclosures before today’s Gin- 
. ton deadline to submit his drug 
certification recommendations 
f to Congress. With US seoti- 
-- » menl growing to deny Mexico 
I status as an anti-drug aHy, Mex- 

i ko’s navy burned a tonne of co- 

1 came on Thursday in a public 
j display of its resolve to crack 

• down on trafficking,. 


Andrew MarshaB 

North Korea has lost another 
member of itsold guard, adding 
to the picture of a crumbling 
regime. The country’s state me- 
dia reported yesterday that Kim 
Kwang-jln, 69, the country's 
vice defence minister, died of an 
"incurable disease" on Thurs- 
day. His demise came only days 
after Cboe Kwang, the defence 
minister, also apparently sue- . 
cumbed to illness, suffering a 
heart attack. 

Themffitaiyhasakeyralein 
the country, and in pardcubrin 
underpinning the authority of 
Kim Jong-fl, son of “Great 
Leader” Kim ll-sung, who died 
inl9P*. 

But these are evidently not 
happy times for senior figures 
in North Korea, Given tire lack 
of any reliable information . 
firms ffyeingyang, it is h3rd to teH 
whether the cause is the winter, 
the worsening of the food situ- 
ation, or something more sin- 


ister. South Korean media rc- 

C 2 tf that Kim Kwang-Jin 
teen known to be ill for 
some tune , v 
There has been a flurry of in- 
dkatkms ia the past few months 
tbar ail is not well in North Ko- 
•rea. The prime minster was re- 
placed ealier this year - ap- 
parentfy Tor health reasons. 
Ghief ideologue Hwang Jang- 
yop, : perhaps fearing a bout of 
. dodgy health himself, defected 
to South Korea's, mission in 
Peking, where he isstifi. . 

^ South Korean efforts to per- 
suade China .'to allow Mr 
Hwang to travel to Seoul have 
so faryielded no progress; but 
South Korean officials believe ■ 
. he may be released as soon as 
next wiek. Once there, he will 
have to te on his guard. This 
-week another North Korean de- 
fector died after being shot. 

The defection showed that 
near-femme and economic ruin 
are combining with a power 
struggle to make North Korea 



l . ' ,, M — . — — 

strfte out South Korean workers marching in Seoul 
yestertfay over s navy labour law Photograph: Reuters 


a distinctly unhealthy place. 
All of these departures will ac- 
celerate change: they may be the 
product of Knn Jong-ITs desire 
to force the pace as he tightens 
his grip on power. He has not 
yet formally inherited the vacant 
lilies of state president and 
general secretary of the Work- 
ers’ Party, 

Michael Breen, a Seoul- 
based consultant on North Ko- 
rea, said that Kim, having used 
the old guard to secure hts grip 
on power, has now found them 
blocking his tentative moves to 
take the counny out of hostile 
isolation and establish dialogue 
with the United States. “One ex- 
. planation of why thing s are 
moving so slowly in North Ko- 
rea is because of problems re- 
tiring the old generation.” he 
told Reuters news agency. 

to South Korea, too, these 
are troubling times for the rul- 
ing party. President Knn Young- 
sam is attempting to restore lus 
political image after a damag- 
ing financial scandal and a na- 
tional confrontation over a 
planned new labour law. 

Yesterday, he began by re- 
placing his chief secretary and 
three other top advisers re- 
sponsible for political, eco- 
nomic and general affairs. "This 
is Ibe stan of a major reshuffle 
in ibe government and the 
ruling party.” a Presidential 
spokesman said. “The cabinet 
reshuffle is expected early next 
week.” 

The President promised on 
Tuesday to deal sternly with any- 
botfy-even dose associates and 
family -who was involved with 
corruption, and began by ban- 
ishing his son, Kim Hyun -chid. 
Yesterday a high-ranking gov- 
ernment intelligence officer 
- was ate> fired after he was ac- 
cused of providing classified 
reports to the disgraced son. 

The South Korean parlia- 
ment is ate) considering a new 
version of the controversial Jaw 
on trade unions, bul it is unlikely 
to be finalised before the end 
of next week. Unhappy with the 
pats of legislation, the Korean 
Confederation of 'Bade Unions 
*- which is outlawed and inde- 
pendent of the official trade 
unions - had called for a half- 
day strike yesterday, but the re- 
sponse was tepid. 


Why pay 
bank charges 
when First 
Direct is 
free? 


Free from charges 


We are the UK’s leading 24 hour personal telephone 
bank, a member of the HSBC Group which is 
one of the largest banking and financial services 
organisations in the world. We never charge Cheque 
Account customers for everyday transactions, even if 
they’re overdrawn. So banking with us costs much (ess. 






Annual current account charges 

{anrn:si f '- s * r USC: * £25 ° ov * r * s * t ' : 



! Nat We st Current Plus 

i 

£108.00 


Lloyds Classic 

1 . . . ’ ■ 

£96.00 


i 

Barclays Bank Account 

- 

£60.00 

■i 


First Direct Cheque Account 

£0,00 


Open all hours 


We’re always open, so you can do all your banking 
when and where it suits you. All calls are personally 
answered by our Banking Representatives and a)! 
UK calls are charged at local rates. 


Free banking and much more 


You also get a fee free £250 overdraft, the First 
Direct Card - guaranteeing cheques for £100 and 
allowing cash withdrawals of up to £5 00 a day 
from over 11,500 cash machines in -the UK. 
including those of Midland - and a hassle free 
automated bill payment service. 


Why pay more for other services? 


We can satisfy your other banking needs - 
saving, borrowing, travel and insurance - by 

— telephone too. As well as saving 

• i- you money we provide 

better, more easily arranged 
services, so giving you real 
convenience and flexibility. 


It’s easy to join 


We make changing your financial arrangements easy too. 
Easy to open a First Direct Cheque Account, easy to arrange 
for your salary to be paid in and easy for all your standing 
orders and direct debits to be transferred to your account. Arid 
if s easy to find out more right now. Call us on 0800 24 24 24 
or complete the coupon. 


Now ask yourself are you with the right bank? 


t+e ill froo 

St 0800 24 24 24 


I 




or complete the coupon and post to: , 

First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds, LS98 2RF J 
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oyster-lovers sick 


Sydney — Recently l look a 
ihree-day weekend rind headed 
•mi of Sydney up the coast of 
New Sou ill Wales to try to en- 
joy a short, peaceful break 
while ihe Australian summer 
lasted. February in Australia is 
like August in Europe: get- 
out-of-iown lime. Peaceful it 
might have been. buL Lhere has 
been iiulc peace of mind since 
I returned to Sydney. That is be- 
cause oysters were a central pan 
of my holiday plan. 

On the drive to the small 
coastal town of South West 
Rocks. about 25ft miles north of 
Sydney, I pulled in to Wallis 
Lake io buy four dozen of the 
area's famous iWMers. 

Oysters in Australia arc 
abundant, succulent and ridicu- 
k'Lbilv cheap. For the equivalent 
of £3. you can have a dozen of 
some of the finest oysters to be 
found anywhere. 

Buy them direct irom an 
oyster farmer. a> I did. and you 
will often find when you get 
home that he has thrown an ex- 
tra dozen in the hag for no ex- 
tra charge. Coastal Aborigines 
lived on oysters long be lore 
whiles arrived. The lures bores 
■ >l Sydney harbour and many 
towiis are dotted with middens 
formed by centuries of dis- 
carded oyster shells. 

Wallis Lake oysters arc big 
business, and deservedly so. 
They have a taste all their own. 
and the farmers there have 
worked hard to build beyond 
their small community a mar- 
ket that now reaches across Aus- 
tralia and overseas. Wallis Lake 


An outbreak of 
hepatitis A ruins 


enjoyment of a 
favoured dish 


produces about half the oysters 
in New South Wales. Australia's 
most populous stale. 

When I arrived in SouLh 
West Rocks, the ritual begun. 
We opened the oysters our- 
selves. doused them with lime 
juice and put them out as the 
first course for our dinner. 

"Excellent.” prunouneed 
John. “Wonderful!" said 
Stephen. "Mmirnn." said I. 
"Robert. I think you should go 
hack to Wallis Lake and get some 
more.” suggested Bill. We 
quaffed our wine and laughed. 

Barely a day after I relumed 
to Sydney. 1 turned on the ra- 
dio news to hear that Australia 
has had its worst outbreak of 
hepatitis A for 2ft years, and that 
the suspected source of infec- 
tion is Wallis Lake oysters. 

More than -M.NJ people are 
now infected in every Aus- 
tralian state bar Tasmania, six 
limes the rmrmuJ infection rate 
for hepatitis A over this period. 
About two-thirds of them ate 
oysters recently, and most of 
those appear to have come 
from Wallis Lake. A 77-year-old 
Sydney man who canie down 
w’iili the illness after eating 


Wallis Lake oysters has died. 

The onee-proud oyster busi- 
ness there has been devastated. 
The farmers have shut their 
doors, and millions of Wallis 
Lake oysters have been re- 
called from shops. Already, a 
Melbourne Jaw firm is prepar- 
ing a class action to sue whoever 
is found lo be responsible. 

Like many others watching 
the story unfold, my calm 
turned in shock and then out- 
rage. Although the authorities 
have yet to prove it, there are 
strong signs (hat the infection 
came from sewage contamina- 
tion of Wallis Lake during heavy 
storms in January' and February, 
But there have "been plenty of 
heavy storms in the past. Why 
now? Because some towns and 
villages around Willis Lake, 
and its river contributory, have 
old sewage treatment plants or 
no ■ conventional treatment 
plants at all. This time, it seems, 
the whole system gave way un- 
der too much pressure. 

The oyster scandal has raised 
a bigger issue tor Australians of 
how they manage Lheir coastal 
environments. Oysters have al- 
ways been a symbol of the Aus- 
tralian good life: fresh, clean and 
plentiful. Yet more and more 
Australians are flacking to frag- 
ile coastal communities like 
Wallis Lake to escape city life 
faster than the authorities are 
able, or willing, to manage them. 
If Wallis Lake can become a no- 
go area, what about bigger wa- 
terways like Sydney harbour? 

The scandal arose as thou- 
sands of people prepared to turn 



Clintons owe millions to 
Whitewater lawyers 


' President Clinton and his wife are tecfrnicalty/VirniaHy 
bankrupt” as a result of $2Jm (£1 .4m) of unpaid legal . 
bills from die Whitewater investigation, whi te the legal 
defence- fund set up to raise money to cover lbem is so 
broke it is charging reporters S2 a head for lists of donors. 

According to' the fund’s latest sfe-monthly'refiort,' it 
raised just £57,523 in the second half of 1996. The 
Clintons owe $ Z2m to the Williams & Connolly Jaw Jinn 
alone for work on Whitewater. The PresidenLwasi^aia 
te chnical matter virtually bankrupt," his spokesman Mike 
McCurry said. But Mr GQiHon expected lo be “a young, 
vigorous and employable ex-prestoem,” ancfptanned to 
repay his debts in full. Rupert Cornwell - Wa shington 


Mercenary concern over PNG 


Britain has complained to Papua New Guinea about its 
use of mercenaries against rebels in Bougainvffle. Jeremy 
Manley, theForeign Office minister, yesterday called iii 
the High Commissioner from PNG to express his 
concerns. The Independent reported on Tuesday tbal 
Sandime International, a British-based company, was 
recruiting military advisors. Australian and New Zealand 
defence ministers also called- on PNG to stop.nsing . 
mercenaries. Andrew Marshall 


Yeltsin moves towards mercy 


President Boris Yeltsin, taking another step toward 
abolishing the death penalty in Russia, ordered the 
Russian foreign ministry yesterday to sign Article 6 of the 
Human Rights Convention, outlawing capital punishment. 
Mr Yeltsin simultaneously ordered the justice ministry to 
work out measures to put this into practice, but set no 
timetable. Reuters - Moscow 


Nuclear protest in Germany 


Sea monster. A float for tonight’s gay Manfi Gras in Sydney 


Photogaph: Reuters 


About 1,000 protesters tried to block the transport of 
ntiriear waste to a temporary bolding site in southern 
Germany. Police said 134 people were detained when 
anti-nuclear activists blocked roads and a bridge as three 
nuclear-waste containers were transported by truck from 
Neckarwestheim to nearby Walheim in Baden- 
Wurttemberg state. Another container was brought by 
t rain to Walbeim from Grundremmingen in Bavaria. Two 
more containers also arrived from a nuclear waste 


out tomorrow for ihe eighth 
Clean Up Australia Day. Ian 
Kiernan. the former round-the- 
world sailor who initiated the 
voluntary event in 1989 after be- 
ing shocked by pollution in 
oceans he sailed through, nom- 
inated the city’s harbour as the 


front line for this year’s clean- 
up. After years of cajoling au- 
thorities, he is incensed that 
sewage overflows still pour into 
the harbour after heavy storms. 
“The Sydney Olympic Games 
are only four years away," says 
Mr Kiernan. “Do we invite the 


world here and then tell them 
they can't go swimming for fear 
of catching a disease?” 

As for me and my friends, 
we’re all still standing. Tm just 
putting that strange twinge in 
the stomach the other day down 
to a change in the weather. 


reprocessing plant at La Hague in France. The containers 
will be> loaded on a train for the trip to the nuclear waste 
storage site at Gorieben. AP- Stuttgart 


India proposes to slash tax 


AM workers flee as Zairean rebels seize key town 


Peter Smerdon 

Reuters 


Nairobi - Zairean rebels yesterday 
seized the eastern town of Hindu and 
foreign aid workers fled a major east- 
ern refugee tamp for fear or rebel at- 
tack. aid agency and UN sources said. 
Rebels said they were four miles from 
Tingi Tingi but were delaying an ad- 
vance for the sake of refugees. 


The UN Secretary-General. Kofi 
Annan, encouraged by France, said he 
hoped to persuade mcmber-siaLes to 
reconsider sending a multinational 
force tu eastern Zaire in light of a se- 
rious humanitarian situation. 

A UN source said the rebels cap- 
tured Hindu and its airport on Thurs- 
day but in Kinshasa a defence ministry 
official said Hindu, a transport hub and 
base for ope rations in the war zone. 


remained in army hands. The UN 
source added that all 2,000 Zairean 
troops in Hindu fled without a light af- 
ter looting the town and were head- 
ing towards ihe lown of 
Katako-Horabe. 100 miles away. 

Hindu had the northernmost work- 
ing station on a rail line to South 
.Africa. It also had a large airport used 
by the military. The aid officials said 
an immediate evacuation of all expa- 


triates had been ordered from Tingi 
Tingi, 160 miles north-east of Hindu, 
after camp leaden were warned that 
the camp would be attacked by another 
rebel force last night. 

Aid workers said Zairean troop re- 
inforcements and mercenaries arrived 
from the a'ly of Kisangani inTingiTin- 
gi, backed by warplanes and heli- 
copter gunships. Tingi Tingi has some 
170.000 Rwandan and Burundian 


refugees who fled earlier rebel ad- 
vances. Meanwhile, Laurent Kabila, 
the rebel leader, was reported to have 
returned from exploratory peace talks 
in South Africa and headed for his 
headquarters in Goma. Some 500 
Rwandan Hutus. including officers of 
the former Hutu Rwandan army, have 
escaped lo Kenya from Tingi Tingi in 
the last two weeks by air at a cost of 
£500 seat, Hutu sources said. 


The Indian government proposed slashing corporate and 
personal income taxes with a new budget plan. ' 
Palaniappan Chidambaram, the Finance Minister, 
-announced that the government planned to reduce the tax 
on domestic corporations to 35 per cent from4t> percent- 
and to abolish a tax on dividends. Mr Chidambaram also 
proposed scrapping a 15 per cent surcharge on 
corporations. He added that the budget, which must be 
approved by parliament, would cut personal income-tax 
rates across the board and bring down the maximum rale 
to 30 per cent from 40. Reuters - New Delhi 


Smokers’ check 


United States government regulations on cigarettes that 
went into effect yesterday require vendors to check the 
identification of all cigarette-buying customers who look 
younger than 27. The Food and Drug Administration 
rules are intended to thwart mature-lookmgyouths under 
the legal smoking age of 18. Failure to comply could cost 
store owners $250. . - AP- Washington 
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•Mortgage example of £80,000 repayable over 25 years (300 monthly payments). ; ' ‘ 

Lender 

APR 

(Variable) 

Monthly Repayments 
(after tax relief) 

Monthly saying 
with Direct Line 

total PayaWe- 

WOOLWICH 

7.7% 

£560.60 

£5238 

£168.186-- ^ A 

HALIFAX 

7.3% 

£558.77 

£50.55 

£167,631 


L 7.8% 

£557.34 

•£49.12 

£r670&2- Ui 

| DIRECT LINE 

6.5% 

£508.22 


■■£ 152,466 f;”'; 

I APRS based on Standard Variable Rate Repayment moTtgagea.corract at 13th February fW7. MIRAS has been calculated jindWV- -*1 

| current tax legislation which may alter. 
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e Save around £50* a month. 

© Free legal fees if you transfer your existing mortgage. 

© Free valuation. 

© You can borrow up to 90% of the value of 
your home. 

© No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage 
indemnity tees. 

o We'll even guarantee to save you 20% t on your 
existing buildings insurance. 

• To find out how much von could save, call now. 
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0689 649 9099 


0161 839 9099 


0141 221 9099 


HSd6N 2 S® ISSf* a NCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8 am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND94 
http://www.directline.co.uk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 


HcrtjsjM provided by Bron Lfan Financial Smit« Uirritad, ISO St. Vincent Scraoc. Wisa»", Gt SSH.Dirrca Unu umuy gei trwa ZTO XHO to 000.000 Maalblh . 
for up fts o I rtie property valuation y|wnl«Mprm. wl i M » n rbilMlB«a».Apfllannmi«ic^pdiltcH w dpi| w , | i nn F imnrM t i n rimi Lk nlfd r t adat. 
tfwngtttoihcliK any application. Lrfa Miunnt cn cover che jrnount at eta loan and tftr farm atjjjnt i^grfaum »( teniJpiiS iar i qf- .fa«lll»l) 

Hie propert y WO bo roquirod.Tlic property ink be fcOy 'mured for eft* duration of die taoi.M races Rioted ana for standard nUh m UHII ljj« gal TTto.fHWifortl' 
rahotkm fcirfibc njfcmded to die t em w once die ii i Btt gme e ta »cc up (lor the example q nnrrd Ac foe indii ba ilW). DiruQLlnr wU ftif yooirfcjpf > 
foes, prowidod you esmptelo dw transfer ol rw mortgag. on ywir cabdog Komo un; our piefcag*. Hjeti efoddeH trie IWk'SHB f&Scittr to 

dw MX* i m plied fa the transfer of yam- mort ga ge and die fca uoount lo more dun 000. Direct Line ad par die difference cp to k rauiknum of OXLTMl 1* »-J> 
ttniivd offer *td "wy tw wWvdrann at any rime without notice. Wi i tte n quotariom are araHabia on requ«*r. Some mortgage* trxrr m q a tr . pagrman iptm 
dia oaotins taoitr when ben- t ramfaf — I (The pjsnMe^d innrana bm( only appflo* If jour correct uisunie ft emujed by joar'lcoricras! h wtyccttB eti?' ■ 
norma] ucj awMm ! criteria and cor^spendlng ter* of cmer. For your added worHy wlapSoM caOy may be mronfod end the roeirtfrg toft 'XKpr^:' 
YOUR HOME *S AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMtNTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHEr LoaN <ECU«CO:OTi rT. ' 
Direct Lion and die rad cetepfcone an wheab are die mdnurti of Db«ct Lbie tnaurampt and unri’ettiita pernfodoil. 


K. . 


Airtourr offers a flexible choice of holidays to • MUL Tf -CENT S.E HOLIDAYS F kO M 
Australia from pre-planned trips for those w FLIGHT ONLY TO ^.U STfisM! A FkOM 
travelling down under for the first time to • S'. U S T RA L 1 ^ N EXPLORER FROM 
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IMAGE OF Calm once again on the Dee Estuary, Wirral, after the local waters had been stirred up by Thursday’s by-election. A fisherman repaints his boat, already sporting a touch of fashionable New 

THE WEEK Labour red. Photograph by David Rose, taken with a Nikon FM2, 160ASA film, 300mm lens at 250th second at f8. To order a print of this picture - price £14 - phone 0171-293 2534 
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P erhaps one reason thatconversations about 
race are so often doomed to frustration is 
that the notion of whiteness as Trace” is .' 
almost never implicated. One of the more diffi- 
cult legacies of slavery and of colonialism is die 
degree to which racism’s tenacious hold is mani- ' 
tested not merely in the divided demographics of 
neighbourhood or education or class, but also in 
the process of what media expert John Kske calls 
the ex-nomination of whiteness as racial identity. 

Whiteness is unnamed, suppressed, beyond the 
realm of race. Exnomination permits whites to 
entertain the notion that race lives “over there” 
on the other side of the tracks, in blade bodies in 
inner-city neighbourhoods, in a dark netherworld 
where whites are not involved. 

At this level, the creation of a sense of com- 
munity is a lifelong negotiation of endless subtlety. 
One morning, when my son was three, I took him 
to his pre-school. My son ran straight to a pfle of 

Lego and proceeded to work. I crossed the room 
and put his lunch box in the refrigerator, where 
I encountered a little gfrf sitting at a table beat- 
ing a mound of clay into submission with a plas- 
tic rolling pin. • 

“I see a mommy,” she said to me cheerfuflyi 
“That must mean your little boy is here some? 
where too." ’ . 

“Yes, he’s here," I answered, chinking how 
sweetly precocious she was, “There, he’s over by 
the Lego". . , _ • •. 

She strained to see around the bookcases. On 
yes,” she said, “now I see that blackface of his.” 

I walked away!, without responding, enraged - 
and how can one be so enraged at an innocent 
child? - yet, not knowing what to say just then, 

nishing to get the jaggecQy dangerous broken glass 

of my emotions out of the roont 
I remember being three so well. Three was the 
age when l learnt that I was black, the coloured 
kid, monkey child, different What made me so 
angry and wordless in this encounter 40 years 
later was the realisation that none of the tittle 
white children who taught me to see my black- 
ness as a mark probably ever learnt to see them- 
selves as white. In our culture, whiteness is rarely 
marked in the indicative - there! there? - sense 
of my bracketed blackness. And that majontar- 


WORDS OF THE WEEK 



Pat Williams, left, professor of 
law at New York’s Columbia 
University, was attacked for 
her views and verbosity when 
it was announced she was to 
be this year’s Rerth lecturer. 
Here is an extract from her 
first talk this week 


INSIDE 


• ianprivilege of never noticing oneself was the 
beguming of an imbalance from which so much, 
so much else Sowed. .. 

But that is hard Co talk about, even now, this 
ioaght acquired before I had rhe words to sort it 
aid. Yet, it is imperative to think about this phe- 
nomenon of closeting race - which I believe is a 
good deal more widespread than these small 
examples. In a sense, race matters are resented 
and repressed in much the same way as matters 
of sex and scandal The subject is considered a 
rude and transgressive one in mixed company - 
a matter whose observation is sometimes 
inevitable, but about which, once seen, tittle 
should be heard nonetheless. Race thus tends to 
be treated as though it were tn a specially deli- 
cate category of social- infirmity, so called, like 
extreme obesity or disfigurement. Evety.parem 
knows a little of this dynamic, if in other contexts. 


the ch3d*s piping voice. “Why doesn’t that gen- 
tleman have any hair?” and “Why is that tittle boy 
so blade?” 

“Sshhh," comes the anxious parental remon- 
strance, 'The poor thing can’t help it We must ail 
pretend that nothing’s wrong.” 

. And thus we are coached, upon pain of pun- 


ishment, not to see a thing. Better be sure the par- 
ent faces an ethical dilemma in that moment of 
childish vision unrestrained by social nicety. On 
the one hand we rush to place a limit on what can 
be said to strangers and what must be withheld 
for fear of imposition, or of hurting someone’s 
feelings. As members of a broad'society, we 
respect one another by learning not to inflict every 
last intimate prying curiosity we may harbour 
upon everyone we meeL 

That said, there remains the problem of how 
or whetherwe ever answer the question, and that 
is the dimension of this dynamic that is consid- 
erably more troubling 

"Why is that man wearing no dot ties, mummy?” 
pipes the childish voice once more. And the par- 
ent panics at the complication of uying to explain. 

The naked man may be a nudist or a psychotic, 
or perhaps the emperor of the realm, but the 
silencing that is passed from parent to child is not 
only about the teaching of restraint, it is calcu- 
lated to ritcumnavigate the question as though 
it had never been asked. 

“Stop asking such silly questions.” 

A wall begins to grow around the forbidden 
gaze. R>r we all know - and children best of all 
-when someone wants to change the subject, and 


for ever, and so the child is left to the monstrous 
creativity of ignorance and wild imagination. 

Again, I do believe ihat this unfortunate nego- 
tiation of social difference has much in common 
with discussions about race. Race is treated as 
though it were some sort of generic leprosy or a 
biological train wreck. Those who privilege them- 
selves as “unraced” - usually, Nn not always, those 
who are white - are always anxiously maintain- 
ing that it doesn’t matter, even as they are quite 
busy feeling pity, no less, and thankful to God for 
their great good luck in haiing been spared so 
intolerable an affliction. 

Meanwhile, those marked as “having race” are 
ground down by the pendular stresses of having 
to explain what it feels like to be you - why are 
you black? why are you black? why are you black? 
- over and over agaia. Or alternatively, placed in 
a kind of conversational quarantine of muteness 
in which any mention of racial circumstance 
reduces all sides (o tears, fears, fisticuffs and other 
paroxysms of unseemly anguish. 

This sad habitual paralysis in the face of the for- 
eign and the anxiety producing. It is as though we 
were all skating across a pond that is not quite 
thoroughly frozen. Two centuries ago. or perhaps 
only a few decades ago, the lake was solidly frozen. 
And it for those skating across the surface, tilings 
seemed much more secure. It was a much more 
dismal lot for those whose fates were frozen at 
the bottom of the pond. 

Over time, the weather of race relations has 
warmed somewhat and some few of those at the 
bottom have found their way to the surface. We 
no longer hold our breath and we have even learnt 
to skate. The noisy racial chasm still yawns 
darkly beneath us all but we few brave souls glide 
gingerly above upon a skim of hope. Our bodies 
made light with denial. The black pond so dan- 
gerously and thinly iced with conviction that talk- 
ing about it will only make things worse. 

The Reith Lectures, ‘The Genealogy of Race: 
Towards a Theory of Grace’. The next talk is 'The 
Pantomime of Race', on Radio 4, Tuesday, 8.30pm 
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Relaxing in another dimension 

A new style of jigsaw may be a refuge from daily stress, says William Hartston 


J ust suppose, for a moment, that you 
were looking for a pastime that 
provided a real antidote to the 
stresses of ever>'day life. First, it would 
have to be non-competitive - bridge, 
backgammon and chess are all very well 
as comparatively harmless outlets for our 
innate aggression, but they can hardly be 
described as therapeutic; and as for such 
ostensibly fun games as Cluedo or 
Monopoly, we all know how they can 
bring out the worst personality traits of 
the more determined practitioners. 

So competitiveness is out, but we do 
need something that is both slow and 
absorbing in order to offer a complete 
break from real life and occupy our 
attention for long enough to wind down 
from everyday pressures. Finally, it has to 
he perceived as something worth doing, 
so must offer a satisfying goal to serve as 
a reward for the effort involved. And if 
that goal can be achieved by a number of 
people acting in co-operation, then all 
the better. 

Dr Jenny Cozens, who is a clinical 
psychologist and Principal Research 
Fellow at Leeds University, has identified 
something that she believes may satisfy 
ail the above criteria: Jigsaws, preferably 
three-dimensional ones. Endorsing the 
new "Puzz 3D" range from Waddingtons, 
Dr Cozens says: ’‘Completing puzzles can 
be beneficial to many people, but the 
sheer complexity of ‘Puzz 3D' makes it 
mind-absorbing, which can be an antidote 
to stress." 

Hang on a moment, though. Don’t 
jigsaws fuel frustration and lead to tetchy 
outbursts? “Has anyone seen a green 
piece with a red line through it I had it a 
moment ago oh for goodness sake who’s 
been knocking pieces on to the floor no 
don’t put your cup down there you 
clumsy oaf now you’ll just have to put ail 
that corner together again now where’s 
that green piece gone again?” 

As Dr Cozens adds: “The benefits of 
’Fuzz 3D’ may also depend on personality 
type - for example, practical people are 
often good at puzzles, while those who 
arc planners rather than doers will 
benefit from the concentration the puzzle 
requires.” The delayed gratification 
offered by jigsaws, slowly and tangibly 
working towards the final achievement of 
finishing the puzzle, makes it particularly 
good for the “sensing" people among 
Jungian personality types. In contrast to 
modem computer games, which provide 
achievement overload through an orgy of 
zapping and powing. the sedate pace of 
jigsaws can teach children patience. And 
not only children. In an increasingly fast- 
moving" society, when 
itionaliy relaxing lunch 
victim to the ever more 
of life. Dr Cozens believes 


Some items from Waddingtons 'Puzz 
3D' range (left to right): the US Capitol 
the Empire State Building, the Eiffel 
Tower, Big Ben, the Taj Mahal. The scale 
reflects relative sizes of the buildings, 
not the puzzles. The 4ft-tall, 1,483- 
piece Big Ben is the most challenging 



‘The Pharaoh', computer- scanned by Really Useful Games and cut Into 140 slices 


all benefit from an activity that encour- 
ages patience and an appreciation of the 
joys of delayed reward. “We only have to 
go shopping to see how impatient we 
have all become." she says. 

Whatever reservations we may have 
about computer games, however, the 
successful launch of two different ranges 
of three-dimensional jigsaws owes every- 
thing to recent technological improve- 
ments. The real puzzle, for Paul Gallant, 
the inventor of ‘Puzz 3D’, was to find a 
way to bold a three-dimensional jigsaw 
together without clue or pins. The 
solution came from the unlikely source of 
British Petroleum, which was certainly 
not thinking primarily of jigsaws when it 
produced just the right type of poly- 
ethylene foam to enable the puzzles to 
hold together at their dovetail joints. 

“Sculpture Puzzles", the new range 
from Really Useful Games, owes its 
inspiration to computer scanning tech- 
niques. Three-dimensional objects, from 
works of an such as the Venus de Milo or 
Rodin's The Kiss to commonplace things 
such as a head or a clock, are scanned by 
a computer that can then produce a 
series of cross-sections that pile up to 
make the original object. 

The jigsaws arc intelligently designed 
to offer the puzzler a choice of levels of 
difficulty. If you 
just want to put 
it together, there 
are “cheat” 
numbers on 
every piece that 
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let you, after doing a simple sum, work 
out the order in which they should be 
placed on the central column. Although 
not mentioned by the manufacturers, this 
element can also be used as a sneaky way 
to encourage numeracy in children. 
Mixing sums with jigsaws seems a perfect 
way to get small children to practise their 
arithmetic. The serious jigsaw doer, of 
course, will ignore the numbers and just 
work by sight and feel to try to get them 
in the right order. Finally, for those who 
want a real challenge, several of the 
pieces may be broken into three, so that 
each level becomes a mini-jigsaw of its 
own. The final jigsaw-sculptures are quite 
stunning, making highly attractive orna- 
ments in their own right. 

The Dutch historian-philosopher 
Johan Huizinga, in his influential work 
Homo Ludens, wrote about the absolute 
sense of order offered by games through 
their clearly defined rules and delineation 
of playing areas: “Here we come across 
another, very positive feature of play: it 
creates order, is order. Into an imperfect 
world and into the confusion of life it 
brings a temporary, a limited perfection. 
Play demands order, absolute and 
supreme. The least deviation from it 
‘spoils the game', robs It of its character, 
and makes it worthless. The profound 
affinity between play and order is 
perhaps the reason why play ... seems to 
lie to such a large extent in the field of 
aesthetics. It may be that this aesthetic 
factor is identical with the impulse to 
create orderly form, which animates play 
in all its aspects.” 

Those words, written in 1944, seem 
particularly appropriate to account for 
the joy of jigsaws - the most fundamental 
example of turning chaos into order in 
the context of a game, though oddly ; 
enough Huizinga does not seem to 
mention jigsaws at ail in his book. What 
Waddington’s “Puzz 3D” and the 
“Sculpture Puzzles” from Really Useful 
Games have to offer, however, is com- 
pleted puzzles that are considerably more 
attractive (and far easier to display) than 
the old-fashioned flat jigsaws. 

In explaining the joy of finally 
completing a truly complicated jigsaw, 
compared with the instant gratification of 
other types of game, Jenny Cozens talks 
of “the difference between a detective 
story and Proust". The aesthetic pleasure 
to be derived from the new ranges can 
only be La Recherche du Puzzle Perdu. 

The 'Puzz 3D' range from Waddingtons 
includes puzzles from 225 to almost 1,500 
pieces, taking from S to 40 hours to com- 
plete. Prices range from £14.99 to £40. 

‘Sculpture Puzzles' from Really Useful 
Games. Completion time depends on your 
cheating capacity. Prices around £14-£30. 
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Games people play . 

Pandora Mdly finds fantasy in a minefield 

Nicholas Hills , 59, architect 


I used to have my ears rubbed off 
in rugby scrums. I haven’t played 
for 50 years, but my little son 
plays a bit. He’s very good at 
r unning , preferably away from 

things- He’s just won the 100 
metres at his school sports day. It 
was quite thrilling to see the 
rivalry between him and his friend 
Cedric. There was torture and 
strain, and a breakdown by Cedric 
who went away and sulked, but I 
suppose that’s ah right at 11/' 

I am nearly 60, so I may be 
forgiven for not doing anything. 
It's not just age; Tm actually quite 
slow at things, which is why I'm 
working this evening instead of 
gallivanting off to the delights of - 
Cromer or Norwich. 

Cromer is famous for its 
lifeboat and shanty men. The 
lifeboat is afways rescuing people; 
it's probably out in this weather; . 
we’re having tremendous gales. 

When I was little I was 
somewhat isolated; it was the war, 
you see. I had two imaginary 
friends, Mrs Sch links and Mrs 


Schkmks, and they lived in a 
martelio tower- I'm sure you 
wouldn't want to know about 
them. Well, they were ladies, - 
weren’t th<gf? I can hardly 
remember anything about them. 
How old would 1 have been then? 
Five perhaps, or six. Does anyone 
have imaginary people today? 

’ They weren’t very interesting, 
except that their tower wasa real 
one- os the other side of a tnine- 
field-Iremeniber whe»iuy. ; 
mother went completely: frantic 
one day because a small friend 
and I bad walked some-distance 
through thiff mine-field to go: 1 
swimming. No one believes this. 1 
.but when young, my mother and a 
wild friend of hers jumped from 
the top .of: the tower on to. the 
shingle below. Why they weren’t . 
killed I don’t know, but they reaUy 
did jump. 

Annual membership of the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution- 
‘Storm Force' for children, £5; 

' Offshore '. for sea-going members . 
£40, including quarterly journal 
Details from RNLI ( 01202 663000 >. 


Don’t junk it . . . use it 

A practical use for newspaper columns 



I have found countless uses for the newspaper mat, which is today’s 
example of creative recycling. AD you need is an old newspaper, ’. 
scissors and a stapler, though I haw found that a metre-long metal 
ruler also helps to produce a more finished product. 

You start by folding the sheets of newspaper into thick strips. Just 
roll them up from one end then squash fiat, if you're feeling lazy, or 
wrap them tightly round a long ruler, then remove the ruler. .. 

Having created a 
sufficient number of 
chunky newspaper 
columns, you can ' 
interweave them, as shown 
in the diagram, triform 
the bddyof the mat, ’ 
trimming them to the 
required size. 

A modification of the 
basic rolling technique is 
needed for the elegant 
borders. For these, you take your sheet of newspaper and roll ittip 
from opposite edges until they meet in the middle. This is then folded 
over the edges of the woven section and stapled into place, both 
covering the loose edges and fixing the geometry of the entire object. 

Use broadsheet pages for a mat to protect your floor from .the waste 
bin, Tabloid pages for spill -absorbent table mats, and last week's The 
Eye for individual place-mats. 

Bawn O’Bame-Ranelagh 
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Chess William Hartston 


If you find yourself at a 
loose end in north London 
this weekend, you should 
drop in at the London 
College of Traditional 
Acupuncture and Oriental 
Medicine (HR House. 447 
High Road. Finchley NI2) 
where three London 
grandmasters, Chris Ward. 
Keith Arkcll and Neil 
McDonald, face three 
Chinese grandmasters. 
Wang Zili. Ye Jiangchuan 
and Peng Zaomin. in a 
challenge match between 
London and Peking. 

Until the Sixties. China 
did not participate in 
international chess. With 
their own Chinese Chess, 
as well as Go and other 
oriental board games, they 
showed little interest in the 
Western game. Chinese 
teams played in the 
Olympiad’s of the late 
Sixties, but were seen more 
as a curiosity than a threat 
to the leading chess 
nations, indeed it was not 
until 1974 that a Chinese 
player won a game against 
a grandmaster. I well 
remember the loser of that 
game, the urbane Dutch 
Grandmaster Jan Hein 
Dormer, proudly 
maintaining: “Now I am 
the third mt>sl famous 
player in the world.” Since 
his defeat would ensure 
that his name would be 
known throughout China, 
he reckoned that only 
Fischer and Spassky would 
be more famous. 

In the Eighties, the 
Chinese became a real 
world chess power - but 


only in women's chess. 

Now their men are 
beginning to catch up. In 
the first round of the 
London-Peking match, the 
Chinese players, wilh the 
advantage of the white 
pieces on ail boards, won 
3-1). In the following game. 
Neil McDonald fell victim 
to an imaginative attack. 

After 27...Bg7. 
McDonald must have 
counted on 28.hxg7+ KhS 

29. Bg3 when 29...f5! leaves 
him very much in the game. 
But when White spotted 
28.Bxd5 29.Bxe6+! and 

30. Rh3! Black was dead. 

White: Ye Jiangchuan 
Black: Neil McDonald 


1 e4 eij 
2d4d5 

3 Nd2 c5 

4 exd 5 Qxd5 

5 NgO csd4 

6 Ek-4 Qd6 

7 0-0 Nftj 

8 Nb3 Nrt 


18 Bd3 RfeS 

19 Rfel Nd5 

20 Be4 RadS 

21 Rd3 g6 
22Qd2b4 

23 RB bxc3 

24 hnc3 BfB 

25 b4 BcS 


9 Nbxd4 NmJ 426 h5 fo 
10 Nxd4 Bd“ 27 hxe6 Bn? 


U c? Qc7 

12 Qe2 Be7 

13 Nb5 Qcti 

14 Br4 0-0 

15 Radi a6 

16 Nd4 Qc5 

17 Be5 b5 


28 Bxd5 6w5 

29 B.reb+ Kh8 

30 Rta3 Bxe6 

31 Nxe6 Rxd? 

32 Rxli7+ Kg8 

33 Rxg7+ KhS 

34 Rh7+ 1-0 


... On the other hand, if 
you find yourself at a loose 
end this afternoon in 
central London, the place 
to go (in suit and tic, 
please) is the RAC in Pall 
Mall where the Varsity 
chess match is taking 
place. This year, it’s 
Oxford against Cambridce. 
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No.3235 Saturday 1 March 


Bridge Alan Hi ran 


Backgammon Chris Bray 



DOWN 

1 Crime (7) 

2 Narrow neck of land (.7 

3 Happen again (5) 

4 Collective"settlement in 
Israel (7) 

5 Professorial appoint- 
ment (5) 

6 Japanese city (5) 

9 European capita) (9) 

14 Church lower (7) 

15 Swindled (7| 

16 Wheeled transport (7) 

19 Having smooth, shiny 
coat (5) 

20 Impromptu (2-3) 

21 Monastery (5) 


Sc loti os to yesfardzy’ft Condos Crossword: 

SS: I CcvJicT. 4 Buijto l Koakiihurroj. .’LSUvnuous. V Rite. 10 
\l-tn, 17 L 19 F.nuct.JJ 
Corral. 2 
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ACROSS 

7 Make secure (6) 

8 Rowing crews lb) 

10 Drain completely (7) 

11 Building block (5) 

12 Society (4) 

13 Severe (5) 

17 Causing irritation (5 ) 

IS SE Asian language (4) 

22 Large serving spoon f5) 

23 Book collection (7) 

24 Suitable for consump- 
tion f6) 

25 Breakfast food (6) 


Game all; dealer South 


North 

♦J 4 ’ 

<785 2 

0 A K 8 6 3 2 
*7 3 

West 

East 

♦ K3 

*65 

VKQJ107 <7943 

010 7 4 

0 J 9 5 

+ AJ5 

*K 109 6 2 


South 

♦AQ109S72 

?A6 

OQ 
♦ Q 8 4 


ACROSS; I Cooker. 4 Button i Kookaburra J. 7 Strenuous, y Rit 
Tort. frSmvar.L- Claras. 14 Sinner. 13.Sat.-in, 1 7^encd. 19 F.nui 
L<*.i. * 2 jBr.tc. 23 ijFamuia. y furkL-v >? Hornet. T^ jWN - 1 Lor 
Kjic- -■» Rhiyffls. 4 Bhutan. _•> Rout. b waller. 7 SlcadtasL .3 Suap n, 
(( g^are. EfRiwcu 15 Select. Tb Infamv. 1 / Scotch. Us OiscsU il 


South congratulated East on his 
smart defence against Four 
Spades on this deal. Dummy 
agreed with that, but refrained 
from sympathising with his 
partner. See if you can spot why. 

South opened 14 and West 
overcalled with 2 . Not a shy 
bidder. North showed his 
diamonds at the Threw level and 
South jumped to 4 ♦ against 
which West led S?K. Declarer 
won, overtook his 0 Q on the 
table, and discarded his losing 
heart on the other top diamond. 

There was little point in taking 


Perplexity 


“How many pigs do you keep on 
the farm?" I asked professor 
Sweinfcaver. “You’ll need brains 
to answer that,” he replied. “All I 
can remember is that the number 
of pigs is divisible by three, it’s a 
five-digit number and the digits 
are represented by the letters 
SWINE where BRAINS plus 
BRAINS equals ANSWER. 

So how many pigs did the 
professor keep on his farm? The 
first coirect answer opened on 12 


the trump finesse at this stage, 
for if the defenders did not want 
South to trump a losing dub in 
dummy, they would have to lead 
trumps themselves. So South led 
a club from the table. This was 
East’s chance to shine. He went 
in with his unprotected king and, 
when it held, switched to a 
trump. The finesse lost. West 
played another trump, and now 
there was no way for South to 
avoid losing two more dubs to go 
one off. 

South's play would have 
worked if West had held both top 
dub honours, even with the 
trump king wrong, but be missed 
a distinct improvement. After 
discarding his losing heart at trick 
three, he does better to ruff a 
diamond high and then lead dubs 
from hand. Now, if East wins and 
switches to a trump, declarer 
finesses. The difference is that 
dummy’s remaining diamonds 
are established and, indeed, if 
West leads a second trump, both 
of South’s remaining losing dubs 
go away on the diamonds. And, if 
the diamonds bad not broken 
3-3, there would still have been 
the trump finesse in reserve. 


March will win a copy of the new 
Chambers 21st Century 
Dictionary. Answers to: 
Perplexity. 77ie Independent , 

1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 SDll 

15 February answers 
Nectarines (inn creates), 
Tangerines (green satin). 

Grapefruits (furriest gap) . 
Winner. Mrs M Boyle (Consett) 



Unlike London, where the Double Fives club is the ’ 
centre of the backgammon action. New. York has four 
dubs open seven days a week. Some of the world’s top 
players can be seen in action and at least one of the' 
chouettes I saw there recently was played at $500 a 
point Players were required to have £40,000 in cash to 
join in - certainly not for the faint-hearted. 

_ Alan Steffen, who will be familiar to many for his 
victory in the 1984 British Championships, has just 
opened his new dub, the Ace Point Professionally and 
hospitably run by Alan and his wife Lourdes, it 
provides games for all levels of players. The next few 
positions will be taken from some of my games there. 

To start, what could be simpler than a bear-off? 
White is on roll in the position above. Should he 
redouble to 4? If he redoubles should Black take? On ' 
the pip count White leads by 21 to 29. Based on this 
alone, White should double and Black should chop. 
However, there are other factors to consider. While '■ 
has eight men to bear-off, Black only six. White has an 

even number of men and a gap on his 4-poinf so if he 

rolls a number like 4,2 it will cost him a full roll (it will 
take him an extra roll to bear off his men). And if 
White, for example, rolls a fi, he will bear a man off the 

position where he can redouble'. Most of these factors 
benefit Black, but is it enough to take the double? ; 
Should White wait a roll because be may roO a 4? Thfc 
simple problem has. suddenly become complex. There 

is a way to solve it and otiters like it, as we shaft see 

next week. In the meantime decide whether you would 

double as White and take or drop as31ack. 

Tbe Ace Point Chib can be found at 41 East 60th ra 
Street (5th .floor). New YbrklOO22(O01-2l2-753-(»42). 
Internet: adslmt@prodigyjiet. 


TURN TO PAGE 31... for the weather, sky at night, Jasper Rees on TV, Robert Hanks on radio and Damien Hurts’ cartoon sage of artistic angst 
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opens at the ENO otr Monday 
with Ms Garret* playing Gluck's 
doomed, Hades^tranded hero- 
ine. The opera is, choree*- 
graphed and '^directed by 
Martha Clarke, “whom I fave J 
working with. Her currency is 
profoundly visual, she deals in 
texture, shape and colour, the 
way these things generate mood 
and emotion and therefore 
drama, but die leaves it to me 
to make the story,' the drama, 
work. She doesn't feel she has 
to teach me, which is wonder- 
ful, it's so... not patronising.* 



Lesley Garrett: ‘1 want to get rid of all the stereotypes and put people straight about what opera modem, interesting, believable, contemporary' 


I f the list of Things To 
Avoid Doing In life is 
headed by “Playing’ 
Poker with Men Called 
T>oc' ” and “Walking 
into a Soweto Bar and 
Shouting ‘Boy!’ ", you’ll 
find 'Attempting to Patronise 
Lesley Garrett” pretty high in 
the batting order. Ms Garrett is 
a compact (5ft 4ms) lady bom 
Doncaster with enormous grey- 
green eyes, an eagerly matey 
manner and a conversational 
style that's a cross between 
Edwina Currie and Bet Lynch, 
switching bom hectoring to flir- 
tatious. She is the best-selling 
female opera singer in the 
country, the principal soprano 
at the English National Opera 
and the most ubiquitous trained 
voice in the country. She also 
has a reputation for enthusias- 
tic self-promotion. Not even 
Nigel Kennedy in his most 
Stradivari usrchewing, 'alio- 
raonsioli persona can hold a 
candle to Ms Garrett when it 
comes to self-publicity, whether 
it’s being Gotcha’d by Noel 
Edmonds, turning up on Esther 
Rantzen's sink of lachrymosity. 
Hearts of Gold, or appearing in 
a variety of plunging frocks on 
her album sleeves. Even if your 
interest in the classical reper- 
toire began and ended with 
“Nessun Donna”, it’s likely 
you've come across Ms Gar- 
rett’s divine larynx without real- 
ising ic she has sung on a dozen 
TV ads, her voice fluting behind 
the earth bound attractions of 
Ragu pasta sauce, Kenco coffee 
and the Renault 19 car. 

A busy life, a life in the spot- 
lights, the footlights, the best- 
seller charts. But Ms Garrett’s 
celebrity has not, she says, been 
a smooth trajectory of acclaim- 
She's got where she is only by 
enduring the condescension of 
successive waves of horrible 
people: male chauvinists, Lon- 
doners. classical purists, opera 
directors, foreign directors, 
reviewers, prudes, the press... 
Nothing, in her headlong flow 
of conversation, was more 
heartfelt than the momente at 
which the word “patronise 
surfaced They reached a dimax 
when she was talking about 
Orpheus arid Eurydice, which 


"Anfrhhhr Ms Garrett, 
had been sitting cross-legged on 
a ketim footstool for the last 
hour, abruptly banged bothflsts 
on the material, releasing a 
cloud of Isfahan . motes, and 
uttering a heartbreaking ay. 
“For bang too NarthernVtoo 
girlish, too tamboyish. Far being 
too little, for brag too sexy...” 

One reason why some people 
refuse to take La Garrett seri- 
ously is her long-sustained 
crusade to bring opera to the • 
people. Ever since 1989, when 
the ENO launched their meet- 
the-company corporate, cam- 
paign with a huge photograph 
of Ms Garrett looting wanton 
in a long black dress, she has 
gone out of her way to demys- 
tify opera, to be Everyman’s 
guide through the murky jungle 
of aria, recitative, coloratura 
and 20-minute death scene. - 

“I want to get rid of all the 
stereotypes," she says, “and put 
people straight about what 
opera is. You know the vast 
majority of people m this coun- 
try still regard opera as £titist, 
highbrow, difficult to under- 
stand, full of enormous people 
screaming at each other in afor- 
eign language: they think theyll 
have to watch stories they cant 


relate to, being sung at prices 
. they can’t afford I want to say, 
no, it’s not like that, it’s modem, 
it’s interesting, ifs believeable, 
it’s contemporary, and improb- 
ably the biggest turn-on your 
imagination will ever have." 

Phew. But why did she care 
whether people listened to 
music? Why did it matter if the 
majority of people in the UK 
never heard a single note by 
Gluck? “K they don’t ever hear 
Gluck, because of a misguided 
impression about the music, if 
they don't hear it because of a 
stereotype that they believe 
without ever questioning, if 
they don’t ever hear Gluck 
because they imagine it will 
make them feel stupid - those 
are all things 1 abhor. Because 
it does matter. The wider every- 
one’s artistic experience is, the 
better it makes you. If s part of 
the spiritual health of this court- 
by, and of our general wen- 
being, to have as much expo- 
sure to as much art as possible. 71 

Cynics might point to the 
70,000 sales of Ms Garrett's 
album. Soprano in Red, and say 
that the more new listeners 
classical opera acquires, the 
more CDs the divine Ms G will 
flog. She deftly anticipates such 
criticism by turning the whole 
business of pcrpulansm and pro- 
motion into a style statement. 
“It was with the ENO picture 
that I discovered how exciting 
it is to create publicity, and ifs 
afl part of the package; ifs 
what 1 do. I find hjasamtingto 
see what captures the public 
imagination. If you want classi- 
cal muse to have a future, you 
have to join the dub and pro- 
mote it, to compete with the 
audio-visual competition.” 

She readify admits the power 
of the image, even in the realm 
of music “It was that picture of 
me in the ENO campaign that 


started my record career. I got 
a recording contract because of 
that picture, and I thought, 'Hey, 
this is powerful shif . The voice 
came into it second. Of course 
it rapidly became the most 
important thing - I wouldn't 
have done it otherwise." 

You could watch herbringing 
opera to the people via Harry 
Enfield’s Guide to Opera a few 
years ago. and a documentary 
with the Birds of a Feather girls 
Pauline Quirke and Linda Rob- 
son. You might have caught a 
TV “speriaT devoted to her 
work entitled Viva La Diva in 
April 1995.Nobody could have 
tried harder to change the 
image of the ptima donna from 
that of a neurotic and demand- 
ing termagant to a matey and 


spoof. Did she approach it dif- 
ferently? “I approach ail tile 
roles in exactly the same way.” 
she says with a trace of asper- 
ity. “I ask: what is this charac- 
ter about? What's been hap- 
pening to this woman, what's 
happening to her now, and 
what's she going to do next? It 
doesn't matter of ifs comedy or 
tragedy, it’s always people 
undergoing a profound emo- 
tional change. I approach them 
aU veiy seriously. It’s just that 
some of them have laffs. and 
some dou’t.L” 

L a ffs . eh? Did she ever worry 
that the lighter side of her 
nature got in the way of her 
interpretations? She did her 
brilliant, arerit-I-incorrigible 
smile. , 'Yes it does come out aU 



John Walsh 

meets... 

Lesley 

Garrett 


hoydenish sexpot-next-door. 
But the downside of all this in- 
your-lap democratising was a 
suspicion in the mind of some 
commentators that Ms Garrett 
was a little too un-purist to be 
an authentic classical singer. I 
remarked that she'd played 
Eurydice at the ENO before, in 
Offenbach’s Orpheus in the 
Underworld, and that Gluck 
was a radically more stark and 
serious proposition than the 
operetta king's high-kicking 


the rime, whether 1 like it or not 
Ifs just land of there. There’s no 
character in history that hasn't 
got a lighter side, that hasn't 
some humour somewhere: but 
whether they’re allowed to 
demonstrate it within the con- 
fines of the role is another mat- 
ter.” The wintry figures of Job, 
Menernich. Gladstone, Dos- 
toyevsky and the Revd lan Pais- 
ley briefly wandered through 
my head, looking for their 
“lighter side” - but then they’d 


never encountered the bubbly 
Ms Garrett in full flow, in her 
zip-fronted red fleece and 
Buck’s Fizz hairstyle. 

I wondered how she went 
down outside England. Had 
she considered, say. a Wagner- 
ian career? “No, I've never 
worked in Germany, funnily 
enough. Never been asked, 
though I’d love to have a go. I 
rise to challenges with monot- 
onous regularity. I did acrualty 
go to Vienna recently, and it 
was miserable." Didn’t they 
like her voice? “They must 
have because they asked me to 
go and sing. They had me in 
mind for a pan in something. 
They’d heard my albums, so 1 
brought a whole variety of 
things. And the boss of the 
opera house screamed at me 
that I’d brought the wrong 
material." Abruptly Ms Garrett 
became a minatory BrunnhDde. 
“ ‘Ve don’t do zese songs in ziss 
house,' he shouted, “Vy do you 
bring zese arias?’ 1 thought, my 
life’s too short for this, so I just 
said. ‘By-ece’..." 

It all comes down to her 
childhood, about which she 
speaks with enormous warmth 
and animation. She grew up in 
Doncaster, where her father 
was a signal master and a modi- 
daci. “He bought a tiny, 
derelict, docker’s cottage by 
the side of a river just after 1 was 
bom, did it up and we moved 
Lhere and it was Paradise.” she 
recalls. “Then, after my sisters 
were bom, he realised he most 
wanted to work with children, 
and decided to be a headmas- 
ter. So he did a correspon- 
dence course in his signal box. 
and went around with a tape- 
recorder on his bike, and 
became head teacher at an 
infants school, “although he 
encountered a lot of sexual dis- 
crimination. It was pretty 


unheard-of for a man to be in 
charge of tiny babies." 

The family were, of course, 
egregiously musical, some- 
where between the Partridge 
Family and the Vbn Trapps. 
“My father’s a big opera fan - 
but there was a great variety of 
music around. Music wasn't a 
hobby of the family but of the 
whole area of south Yorkshire.” 
What did her father sing? “He 
loved all Mario Lanza’s stuff. 
And “Danny Boy". And the 
“Miserere" from Verdi's II 
Tnovatore. that was a huge 
favourite, we sang that together 
a Iol It was wonderful to be so 
-uncluttered by television. We 
just had the radio and the piano. 
Mother sang and played the 
piano. And we didn’t worry 
about compartments of music. 
Td sing “My Old Man Said Fol- 
low the Van”, followed by Han- 
del's Messiah . and not think 
anything about it. Then my 
father would write me a poem, 
and my mother would play 
some Bach on the piano. And 
my uncle would come round 
and play jazz on the saxophone. 
And I'd go to school and we’d 
do Benjamin Britten's The 
Little Swvep, and the next term 
we’d do My Fair Lady. It was 
completely normal to juggle 
them all together.” 

When she was 15. her Aunt 
Eileen took her to London for 
ihe first rime and introduced 
her to showbiz, operatic and 
otherwise. “We went to a dif- 
ferent show every night 1 saw 
Madam Butterfly - Td never 
seen an opera before. And a 
Tchaikovsky concert. I saw a 
musical called 1781, which was 
extraordinary, and I went to 
Abelard and Heloise, which 
changed my life completely." 
Remembering how Diana Rigg 
(as Hclofee) was loudly mocked 
for appearingsaro clothing dur- 
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ing the play. I wondered if this 
bad been the inspiration behind 
Ms Garrett’s brief but notorious 
flash of naked bottom during a 
production of Die Flcdamaus. 
“Something that amazed me 
when I whipped me kit off was 
that the reaction was exactly the 
same as with Diana Rigg 20 
years before - that is, ridiculous, 
over the top. As if the papers 
had learnt nothing in that time.” 

The most interesting hiccup 
in Ms Garrett's rise came in 
1982, when her first marriage 
failed and her voice packed up 
completely. She couldn't sing, 
couldn’t hold a tune, could 
hardly produce a note - “maybe 
a tone, that was alL I just could- 
n’t do it, I got a few jobs and 
bummed around, but I was 
really frightened. I thought I’d 
blown it and lost it for good. 
There was apparently nothing 
wrong but I just couldn’t 
remember how* to sing.” She 
went to her singing teacher to 
rebuild her whole range of 
notes (it took, she says, years) 
but also saw a shrink. “The idea 
was that I was probably riddled 
with guilt - that I*d left my hus- 
band to pursue my career - and 
had taken my voice away to 
punish myself. It aU sounded a 
bit Californian, but it was inter- 
esting and I discovered a lot 
about my own resilience..." 

As she bustles about her 
large and airy house in the 
fashionable end of Highgaie. 
where she lives with her second 
husband Peter and their chil- 
dren Chloe and Jeremy, it’s 
hard to imagine this strong, 
unsinkablv optimistic woman 
being bothered by guilt You get 
the impression she has leamt to 
handle psychological stresses 
with the same aplomb that she 
handles critics, opera house 
bosses and Viennese snobs. 
Lesley Garrett has become such 
a force of nature, in her music- 
for-all crusading, her spoi-the- 
diva self-promotion, her papu- 
lar albums of crossover songs, 
that you leave her with the 
impression of a woman end- 
lessly forging ahead. As if stop- 
ping to think, or to look back, 
might leave her. like Eurydice, 
becalmed in regions quite alien 
to her jolly spirit 


on: Which world leader is a 
uovie buff? Answer: Pres- 
Jill Clinton. That should 
America a little. After all. 
f his predecessors have had 
rse fetishes, h seems the 
;nt retires to bis private 
theatre in the White House 
t once a week, sometimes 
e family. And his taste is a 
ibove the latest Hollywood 
one was one private show- 
raved about to friends. 
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n producer Harry Thoma- 
se film Sfi«g B hide has an 
ommation, the President 
ktg movies than most crit- 

i, wiffi screening rooms at 

e House andCamp David 
fly. watches many double 
adds, admit 


tedly not exactly disinterestedly, 
“The movie he has been pulling Jbr 
now is SBngBIade, since «fth he and 
Btiiy Bob ' Tbornton are from 
Arkansas.? 1 . .The phrase “pulling 
for” is an interesting one. Not exert- 
ing undue pressure. on the upright- 
gentlemen and ladies of the Acad- 
f*mv' Awards Committee. I trust. 


Sling Blade is the story of a 
retarded Arkansas man released 
from an asylum for the criminally 
insane, to return against his will to 
society. Billy Bob Thornton, it 
should be explained, is the film’s 
writer, director and star and was a 
surprise nomination for Best Actor 
; in the Oscars. Before becoming an 


actor, he did actually work on a 
Clinton highway crew in Arkansas, 
clearing brush, with a sling blade. 

Thornton, who still lives in 
Arkansas, remains friends with the 
President. His latest directorial 
venture is filming Primary Colors, 
the thinly disguised novel about 
Clinton’s early days with a protag- 


onist who was volatile and not 
always faithful to his wife. In a spirit 
of true southern friendship. Thorn- 
ton consulted his chum in the 
White House to get his blessing 
before taking on the movie adap- 
tation of the book. Their discussion 
remains private. But Thornton 
loyally admits to having “toned 
down the book a bit’’. 

“So bow did you get into acting?" 
just occasionally produces a mem- 
orable response. It did at a recent 
awards lunch when I was seated 
next to Ricky Tomlinson, the 
bearded Liverpudlian who gave a 
searing performance in Jimmy 
McGovern’s TV dramatisation of 
tbe Hillsborough disaster; and who 
is shortly to star in the film Mojo 
alongside Harold Pinter in a rare 
screen role. Tomlinson told me 


that be was one of the Shrewsbury 
Three fan all- but-forgotten episode 
daring the Heath government in 
which three building workers were 
jailed for illegal picketing in 1972). 
He was the shop steward and 
served two years in prison. When 
be came out he was blacklisted by 
the building trade and made bis 
living doing stand-up - comedy; 
something be had fantasised about 
in jail. 

He still does regular stand-up to 
the accompaniment ofhisbaqjo and 
assorted hecklers, in LrverpooFs 
Atlantic pub. He didn’t have his first 
acting role until be was 40, and walk- 
on parts led eventually to roles in 
BrwrksideyCm^^WBsbomigh. 
Actor; wisecrackci; baqjo player and 
one-time political prisoner ... why 
the chat show circuit hasn’t discov- 
ered this guy is a mystery 


Lisa Anderson, the music industry 
consultant and eminence grise 
behind this week's Brit Awards, ai 
least found that organising the 
bash this week did not cause her to 
throw up with nerves, as she has 
done on two occasions in her 
career. One was when she was 
appointed MD of RCA Records, 
the first woman to rise so high in 
the industry. 

The other was when Richard 
Branson told her ro go to court to 
give a character reference for 
Johnny Rotten, Mr Rotten was up 
for assault. She looked at the two 
six-footers he was supposed to 
have hit. looked at flve-fooi-six 
Rotten and told the magistrate; 
“He couldn't possibly have done ft. 
He’s so fabulously, gloriously 
weedy." Rotten got off Lisa was 
promoted and punk died. 
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Sns and outs of Scottish Highland dancing 


W hy isn’t Li? Syiphidc performed 
more often? Created in 1832 
by Filippo Taglioni to showcase 
his daughter Marie's revolutionary 
pcinte-wwk. the ballet was reworked in 
185b by the Danish romantic Auguste 
Boumonville and it is this version" that 
usually survives today. Or does it? You 
can see it regularly in Paris or New York 
or Copenhagen, but this jewel of the 
romantic repertoire hasn't adorned the 
London stage since ENB last did it in 
J9S9. Scottish Ballet are currently 
touring with a production that reminds 
us why this neglect is such a scandal. 

The lean, two-act talc tells of James, 
a young Scottish bridegroom beguiled 
by a passing Sylph on the eve of his 
wedding. A local hag brews an 
enchanted scarf which James believes 
will bind the elusive Sylph to him - big 
mistake. Scottish Ballet has performed 
the work since 1973 and the current 
restaaing is by the former Royal Danish 
ballerina SoreMa Englund. On 
Wednesday. Johan Kobborg, a young 
Danish virtuoso, acted the role of James 
with eagerness and melancholy and 
danced it with a brilliance that few 
British dancers could match. His 


BALLET La Sylphide. Wakings 
Highland Fling, The Place. London 

partner was fellow guest Tamara Rojo, 
who imbued the Sylph with a mixture of 
mischief and other-worldly innocence. 
The role of the vengeful crone Madge 
often degenerates into ham. but Sore! la 
Englund conveyed the spite and menace 
of the character with an air of normality. 
Although eccentric, she would not be 
out of place at a Highland wedding - 
like a ghastly auntie who always gets 
legless but has to be invited. The corps 
formed Boumonville's sculptural 
ensembles - as deft and artful as a 
dutch of cherubs on a ceiling. 

These treats seemed a tiny bit wasted 
on Woking. Wednesdays audience was 
thin and Kobborg's performance, which 
would have blown the socks off Covent 
Garden, was greeted with village-cricket 
applause. The bone headed ness of this 
response was highlighted by the 
knicker-wetting screams greeting the 
evening's other piece. Robert North's 
butch ballet Trvv Game. 

Matthew Bourne s 1994 version of La 
Syiphidc might have gone down better. 
Highland Fling relocates the ballet to an 


absurdly plaid pad in a Glasgow high- 
rise, and the Sylph is a grungy waif who 
symbolises the anarchic pleasures of 
James’s chemical dependence. Her 
hands may be demurely crossed but 
they are pawing at her crotch. 

The second act has worn better than 
the first. Bourne's five grubby sylphs 
show distinct flashes of what he would 
later achieve with his corps of male 
swans, and we glimpse the 
choreographer’s ability to flip from 
farce to tragedy. Boumonville's Sylph 
dies as the baleful scarf enfolds her and 
the fairy wings drop from her waist. It's 
a terrible moment, but its full impact 
requires an audience in rune with the 
romantic sensibilities and able to 
appreciate the tragic loss of immortality. 
Bourne's Svtph dies when James, eager 
for gratification, bloodily amputates her 
wings, a coup de theatre that takes a 
short cut to our emotions. 

‘Highland Fling ': tonight. The Place, 
London WC1 t '387 0031): then Wed-Sat, 
MidlaiuL Art Centre. Birmingham (0121- 
440 3838). Scottish Ballet doable-bill: 29 
Apr-3 Maw The Sunn, Higfi Wycombe 
1 01494-3 12000): 20-24 May. Vie 

Lyceum. Sheffield f 0114 276 9922) 


Voices raised in protest - but ever so politely 


G ood idea in principle: naff in prac- 
tice. For Wednesday's concert at 
the Queen Elizabeth Hall, the 
Women s Playhouse Trust had brought 
together a collection of women writers, 
composers, a visual artist, a director and 
sundry performers to create a con tem- 
pura r> response to the obscenity of war. 
racism, dispossession and displacement. 

Passages, comprising 20 newly com- 
missioned songs, was the result, per- 
formed end to end in two parts. But why 
should the effect have been so muted? 
Was it the dominating presence of an 
enormous, white, bed-like structure - 
slightly Ikea-style, but also reminiscent 
of (Tlaes Oldenburg’s soft sculptures - on 
w hich the five women singers swayed and 
tottered? Surely not the surface for 
angry protestation or passionate dis- 
course. And the "politeness'' of the 
QEH seemed so desperately at odds with 
the subject matter - isn't Passages a show 
tor angry, empty warehouses where 
tickets are cheap and the communication 
simple? Two-foot-square programmes 
(at £4 a shot j do nothing but aggravate 
adjacent punters, and text that requires 
a magnifying glass is not best served by 
low lights. In the Stygian gloom, poets’ 


CLASSICAL Passages 
Queen Elizabeth Hall, London 

and composers’ names were impossible 
to decipher and poems impossible to 
read - hardly the stuff of earnest protest. 
For this seemed to be the problem - the 
basics, like the need to hear words, had 
all been forgotten. Time and time again, 
into a black hole went those words, a pity 
since the poets included some well- 
known names: Katie Campbell. Jackie 
Kay. Deborah Levy and Jo Shapcoti. 

the roll-call of composers - Ruth 
Byrchmore. Jane Gardner. Priti Paintal, 
Roxanna Punufnik. Ilona Sekacz and 
Errol lyn Wallen - should have provided 
considerable variation. But the final out- 
come. with scarcely an exception, was 
a deadening similarity. The estimable 
Endymion Ensemble, with whom the 
WPT has successfully collaborated in 
the past, provided a set sound - in the 
main jazzv -with clarinet/sax, percussion, 
piano, synthesiser, string bass/electric 
guitar, violin.viola and gamelan, which 
contributed to the monotony. Ilona 
Sekacz ’s "Eight Gallons of Water" ( lext 
by Katie Campbell) stood out for its 
melanehnlv, meandering round a slow 


waltz, picked out on synthesiser, as four 
women sang to each other atop the 
bales of the bed. like some perverse 
haystack. 

“This Little Piggy'" by Jane Gardner, 
again to a text" by Katie Campbell, 
attempted to harness the terror and dis- 
located pain of confrontation with face- 
less bureaucracy: Jenny Miller was a 
touching proponent. “The Old Nag 
Explains Herself” (text by Jo Shapcott, 
music by Ruth Byrchmore) seemed 
heartfelt, but what was being sung? 
“Shit in Her Eyes", by the most gifted 
of the crowd, Errollyn Wallen, to a text 
by Deborah Levy, began the second 
half, raunchilv sporting Angie Brown in 
high-energy rock mode. But lit in red? 
A little elicited, perhaps. And what stan- 
dard props: battered suitcases, battered 
shoes, black trcnchcoats, white head- 
scarves. Here was tabloid politics, bereft 
of satire, lacking in bite, a cry too far 
from the bitter worlds of Weill. Eisler 
or Shostakovich. 

Wasfi Kani conducted; Jules Wright 
directed; other (able) singers were 
Ann-Marie Sands. Lynne Davies, 
Tinukc Olafimihan. Angie Brown and 
Hyacinth Nicholls. 
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DEEPAK 

CHOPRA 

the richest guru 
in the West. Has 
Hillary Clinton 
and Michael 
Jackson in his 
thrall but not our 
new interviewer 
Deborah Ross 






MEDIA + 

Our new 28-page section that has everything the press, 
television and advertisers throw at us. 

And why. 


DAY NETWORK* 

Cutting edge know-how on computers and IT 



THURSDAY EDUCATION + 

Our unbeatable section for everyone who educates, is 
being educated or cares about education 


interviews with Rostropovich, Anthony Minghelia 
and Luther Vandross 
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The reality myth 

Paul Taylor catches a rare sight of ‘Cymbeline’ and ‘Camino Real’ at Stratford 



Casanova meets the Lady of the Camellias: Peter Egan and Susannah York in ‘Camino ReaT rHorouR.vnbjvAMcvM.-L 


S hakespeare's Cymbeline and Ten- 
nessee Williams’ Camino Real are not 
the sort of plays that cause stampedes 
to the box-office, so, with the opening of 
both this week in Stratford, Lhe RSC can’t 
be accused of playing safe with repertoire. 
Towards the end of the Williams, one of the 
characters is moved to allude to the famous 
TS Eliot line that ‘'Humankind cannot bear 
very much reality”. After seeing these two 
works on consecutive evenings, you feel 
that it is humankind's capacity to tolerate 
unreality that has been diligently tested. 

A virtuoso exercise in tonal incongruities 
and discrepant emotional extremes, Cym- 
beline juxtaposes the wildly improbable and 
the piercingly heartfelt, the beautiful and 
the grotesque. This is pushed to the limit 
in the scene where the heroine Imogen, 
believed dead, is laid next to a decapitated 
corpse. When she comes round, the clothes 
trick her into thinking that this grizzly object 
is her husband. The audience knows that 
it is. in fact, her nasty, ridiculous step- 
brother. Cloten, so her speech of stricken 
recognition is delivered in a context preg- 
nant with black, bad-taste comedy. 

The greatest asset in Adrian Noble's 
main-stage production at Stratford is 
Joanne Pearce, who, in the role of Imogen, 
has the flexibility to present her at some 
moments with a kind of warm, playful 
detachment and, at others, with a stunning 
emotional raptness. 


In this heavily cut version of the play, pre- 
Christian Britain and the Rome with which 
she is in conflict over tributes have been 
given a strongly oriental look-T^o Little 
Maids from School meet the Seven Samu- 
rai in a bare blue box within which a huge, 
sail -I ike white sheet is raised and lowered 
to define the various locations. Characters 
trip on and off via a ramp that extends down 
one of the aisles. Notwithstanding all this 
distancing exoticism. Cym be line's lost sons 

- played with a droll, artful artlessness by 
Richard Cant and Jo Stone-Fewings - 
speak with the broad Welsh accents of the 
wilds where they’ve been reared. 

Noble makes the complicated proceed- 
ings unusually clear - the mind-knotting 
expository dialogue between the first and 
second gentlemen at the start has been re- 
cast and reduced to a scene-setting narra- 
tive told by the soothsayer to a nomadic 
tribe sittiag round a flaming dish. This puts 
the production on the right fable-4ike lines. 
Shades of the Victorian pantomime villain 
are perhaps evoked too strongly in. Paul 
Freeman's smooth dastard of a lachimo. 
but Guy Henry interestingly turns Cloten 
into an effete class-conscious dimwit who 

- in a way that is almost pathetic - knows 
deep-down that he is a born loser, 

Tennessee Wiliams once revealed that 
he got the germ of Camino Real from the 
sudden fear he briefly experienced, as he 
watched a torch-carrying procession in 


Mexico, of Dying in an Unknown' Place. 
In Camino Real, that place has become 
thoroughly mythical: a desiccated, out-of- 
time, central American coastal towruwith 
a desert beyond its ancient walls. Stranded 
here are a group of romantic non-con- 
formists from history and literature, who 
are all presented as well past their sell -by 
dates (they include Casanova, Marguerite 
Gautier. Don Quixote and Laid Byron). 
They are joined by another has-been, Kil- 
roy, an American vagrant who was once a 
champion boxer but who has had to ditch 
his career because his heart is “as big as 
the head of a baby”. 

Darrell D'Sflva brings Kflroy engag- 
ingly to life in Steven Pimlott's atmospheric, 
bustling, and endless-seeming production. 
But, as a play about the fate of the roman- 
tic in modern society, the piece can only 
offer an inert allegorical conflict between 
.characters who have an unearned 
poignancy by virtue of their contrived 
temporal position and caricarure baddies. 

, Moving performances from Susannah 
York as Marguerite arid Peter Egan as 
Casanoya'did not prevent the experience 
of watching this long and heavy-handed 
play from feeling like a chore. It’s the kind 
of work you can enjoy the virtue of having 
seen. Once. 

‘CymbeHne’ is at the' Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre : 'Camino ReaT at the Swan. Both 
in rep. Booking: 01789 295623 
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THE FILM 


The Portrait of 
a Lady 


Jane The Piano Campion 
directs Nicole Kidman, John 
Malkovich, Barbara Hershey 
and Martin Donovan in a 
big-budget, glossy adaptation 
of Henry James's 1881 novel 
of Americans abroad in 
which the innocent Isabel 
Archer rejects suitors only to 
marry a fortune-hunter. 

Cert 12. 144 mins, at the 
Lumiere. London WC2 and 
across the country 


KEY 
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Adam Mars-Jones declared it 
not the shining success that 
might have been hoped for 
... a gifted director has lost 
her grip on a mightily elusive 
novel." "Frustrating. 
Punctuated with greatness ... 
it meanders through its 
narrative corridor like a blind 
man - oblivious to the 
human dramas going on 
around it," ummed the 
Standard. "She takes a poor 
departed author and tries to 
shake his work into a 
polemical life it never had 
and a psychological hind- 
sighted ness it would never 
have sought," admonished 
the FT. ‘As cinematically 
intelligent as it is faithful to 
the original ... immensely 
assured," yelped Time Out. 


Very beautiful but the poster 
looks like 
Kidman has a 
headache, which 
says a lot. 
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THE PLAY 

King Lear 


Ex-Theatre Clwyd director 
Helena Kaut-Howson goes 
to Leicester (where Lear is 
buried) for Shakespeare’s 
cross between a state-of- 
the-nation play and a 
domestic tragedy with 
Theatre de Complicite’s 
Marcello Magnr-and Kathryn 
Hunter as the king. 

At the Leicester Haymarket, 
(0116-253 9797) to 
15 March 


Paul Taylor, a Kathryn Hunter 
fan, was grievously . 
disappointed by the 
production, set in a bleak, 
modem nursing .home with 
Hunter offering, "as mannered 
and distancing ah 
impersonation of male old age 
as Clive Dunn's used to be in . 
Dad's Armf. “Though Lear is 
a big enough play to 
withstand Kaut-Howson's 
inane attentions, it’s often a 
close-run thing," seethed The 
Telegraph. “Hunter's : 
performance is strong enough ' 
not to demand any framing 
apologia ... but she is 
imprisoned by the concept," 
chastised The Guardian. “Play 
and production fail to gel ... 
the play needs depth, not 
show," snorted The Times. 


Hunter succeeds towards the 
end of the play 
but the 

production never 
takes wing. 


A 


THE EXHIBITION 

Lovis Corinth 


Canvases, etchings and 
drawings in a long overdue 
retrospective of Lovis Corinth 
(185&-1925), who fell in and 
out of favour with the German 
authorities; was a pioneer of 
German Impressionism and 
whose work also straddles 
Symbolism, Realism and 
Expressionism. 

At the Tate Gallery t London \ 
SW1 (0171-887 8008) until 
5 May 


Tom Lubbock was enraptured 
by the late works; “When you 
come to these, you see the 
point of Corinth. The preceding 
work becomes interesting 
mainly because it's by the man 
who did these." "If not a great 
master in absolute terms, 
certainly a ... maverick whom 
even the British should 
admire," opined the Standard. 
“Will ensure that his • . 
stubbomfy individual - •' _ 

achievement is honoured in ■’ 
Britain at last" admired The , 
Times. "Irritating waywardness 
■— some flashes of real Y 
painterly invention, and an 
awful lot erf unconvincing 
painterly bluster," complained' 
The Sunday Times. “So many r 
thumping grandiosities," 
guttered The Observer. • 


It's worth going round 
backwards to 
recognise the 
strength of the 
later, greater 
works. • - • 
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in the house 
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David Benedict asks: Simon Curtis, chief 
producer of BBC2's Performance season, 

to name five good reasons why staying in 

is the best way of getting to the theatre 


i * : — ■”-~uawwwll0 0lCUldUC 

11101101 water - Kona Shaw, 
uonaJd Sinden, Adrian Lester, Sheila Gish, 
Pattokix, David Bambcr, John Ses- 
w drreaore such as Deborah Warner, 

Ko^rMjeheD and Sam Mendes aren’t exactly 
sraaU-fty either. Were this a theatre season there 
T“® a glamorous press launch and a box office 
avanoe yo u could retire on but,, unless you are a 
.limes junkie, you.probably know nothing 

does aggravate me that Ian Holm does a i%r- 

fomumce play, arid nobodysays a word; then three 
weeks later he opens at theNational, and gets two 
m The Evening Standard, I don’t quire under- 
^ ®tecntive producer of 

me ddC Performance season of stage plqys on tele- 
vision, is a benign man bint there’s an altogether 
reasonable level of irritation beneath the surface. 

. Curtis $ problem stems from the peculiar rela- 
tionship between theatre and TV. You only have 
to watch the Olivier Awards, replete with lifeless, 
hurriedly taped dips from the hits, to realise that 
theatre on TV is a dodgy game. The lighting looks 
flat, the camera excludes reactions from others on • 
stage and performances never concerved for the 
ruthless eye of . the -camera are thrust into close- 
up. Cross-cultural mixing may be the fluff of post- 
modern life, but high culture in a low culture art 
form often ends up looking like the worst of ail 
possible worlds. 

Classical music has it easy.TfelevisingprchesttaJ 
concerts is a cinch by comparison. The visuals are 
usually a complement to good-music from a good 
seat and, with decent camera set-ups, the oppor- 
tunity to see a conductor at work rather than star- 
ing at Sapping coat tads is a bonus. On the other 
hand, most opera broadcasts degenerate into 
“Event TV”: thrill to Domingo in the comfort of 
your own home. It’s a case of never nrindf the qual- - 
ity, feel the occasion. 

The costs of creating opera in the studio are gen- 
erally prohibitive, which means live broadcasts 
from vast stages. In technical terms, the frankly 
unsightly physical exertion of singing and the fact 
that few singers are likely contenders for Best 
Actor nominations renders close-ups almost 
impossible. AD of which, gives you static camera 
work, disengaging long-shots and largely unsatis- ; 


factory results. Hue for fans, but unlikely to book 
the casual viewer. : 

Theatre is toore malleable but there's a chasm 
between those in TV who believe that classics can 
and should be screened for the millions who never 
make it into foe theatre, and those who can imag- 
ine frothing tsorse. The former camp underestimates 
the formal difficulties, while the latter cites the gen- 


Pfay of the Month flat of yesteryear, rightly assert- 
ing that they made for second-hand theatre and 
third-rate television. That group cannot have tuned 
into such triumphs as Anthony Page’s masterly 
screen version o( Absolute HeO that led to a major 
National Theatre revival with many of the same cast. 
Nor can they have been part of the audience of two 
million entranced by Jnfier Stevenson in A toil's 
House or Zoe Wanamaker and Cotin Firth in DH 
Lawrence’s The Widowing of Mrs Hoiroyd, 

If these highlights from previous series are any- 
thing to go by, tonight’s opening of the sixth Per- 
formance season should be worth staying in for. 
Anyone who has ever considered a committed rela- 
tionship is in for a provocative evening on the set- 
tee watching foe intimate Donmar Hferehouse pro- 
duction of Stephen Sondheim and George Furth’s 
startling musical. Company. Kevin Elyot’s heart- 
breaker My Night With Reg hits the screen on 15 
March, closely followed by Fiona Shaw repealing 
her controversial performance as Shakespeare's 
Richard n. Henry Goodman and Margot Leices- 
ter as foe Jewish couple whose lives are torn apart 
by guilt in Arthur Miller’s Broken Glass complete 
foe quartet of West End triumphs coming to a TV 
screen near you. Four theatrical sensations, plus 
Penny Woolcock’s Macbeth on the Estate , an 
adaptation of Shakespeare filmed on location in 
Birmingham. Dead certs? 

“People say: The reason your plays work is that 
they’re great plays, you’re not taking risks.’ By that 
token,” Curtis says, “every Shakespeare produc- 
tion at the R SC would be a success.” It’s true. 
Great ingredients don't necessarily make the per- 
fect meal On paper, John Malkovicb, Miranda 
Richardson and Kate Nelligan in Pinters power-' 
fully static Old Times should have scorched the 
sofa. Instead it remained frozen. The trouble with 
televising Pinter is that his elliptical dialogue flat- 
tens out info TV naturalism and the highly 



As seen on TV: Fiona Shaw repeats her controversial performance as Richard II on 15 March 


charged atmosphere that floods foe auditorium 
like dry ice stops dead at the lens. 

Curtis, who came from the Royal Court to cre- 
ate Performance, has formed his guidelines on the 
job. T learned pretty quickly that Ibsen works bet- 
ter the Chekhov. Ibsen is structured not unlike a 
soap opera with very intense, two- or three-han- 
ders, but the beauty of Chekhov is the ensemble 
which the camera can’t capture. It selects. You 
think, “Why are we looking at that when I want 
to be over there or watching those two?' " Then 
there’s the problem of pacing. “Theatre plays 
almost always begin incredibly slowly. In Hedda 
Gabier there’s 25 minutes, the length of a whole 
soap episode, before Hedda appears. Theatre 
writers are allowing the audience to get com- 
fortable, to get used to the world. Television is 
about' grabbing the audience immediately or 
they’ll go. I'm always in favour of a director trim- 
ming but that’s tricky.” 

He believes that quiet, intense, emotional 


moments work best, rather than trying to capture 
big coups de theatres. Compam ■ marks a departure, 
having been shor in the theatre, but it fits his cri- 
teria. "Its at its best when you just see Adrian Lester 
sitting on a chair singin g a fantastic song in close- 
up." Thai exposing of emotions is what makes M’ 
Night With Rig so remarkable. Roger Micheil 
lakes the original ensemble cast who know each 
other and ihesubtext inside out and places the cam- 
era at the heart of the emotional cross-currents. On 
stage it was a hilarious and painful play about the 
ties people telL On screen it becomes a profoundly 
moving exploration of the truths they hide. 

As BBC2 slides relentlessly down-market - wit- 
ness the axing of Men ing Pictures, television's finest 
film programme and the arrival of such burning 
subjects for Late Review as The First Wives Chib 
- isn’t Performance under threat from the ratings- 
chasing ethos? T never ever had any worries at 
all from the powers-that-be about audiences. They 
just want it to be quality work. In this little strand 


there is still that belief that the BBC should do 
work that some people will enjoy. That doesn’t 
have to be a jackpot thing." 

None the less. Curtis isn’t living in an ivory tower 
and he keeps an eye on ratings and TV names. An 
appropriate sitcom actor could bring him a 10th 
or a 20th of the Only Fools and Horses audience. 
“That's the equivalent of an awful lot of nights in 
a theatre. I do everything I can to draw attention 
to the work and make it as accessible and popu- 
lar as possible and then pray to God that the film 
on BBC1 isn't too good that night. One of my 
favourites was Paddy Chayevsky’s The Mother. We 
had Anne Bancroft, it was the first time the play 
had ever been revived and it went out on the night 
of the first ever Loneiy draw. We were dead in the 
water. That’s the problem with TV. I’ve learnt not 
to care about audience figures. It’s a crap shoot" 

‘Company’ opens the new ‘Performance’ season: 8.30 
tonight. BBC2 
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will never be done 


‘Another Orpheus sings again, and loves, and weeps, and dies' - thanks to Messrs Monteverdi, Gluck and Haydn. By Nick Kimberley 


W e are in the gym of 
a disused inner- 
dtyschooL A bas- 
ketball court is 
narked out, a dozen or so 
layers in everyday clothes 
&ke up positions. Is it a team 
formation for some exotic new 
form of the game? Suddenly 
hey begin an odd ritual, like 
brewing seed. While they sow, 
hey sing. Stranger stiD, racing 
hem across the court is a 
larpsichondisL 
What is unfurling isa scene 
rom Monteverdi's Orfeo. This 
nould be from one of those - 
rendy po-raO productions 
n which baroque formality js 
uxtaposed with the debris 
>f contemporary 


urban life. In fact, it’s a 
rehearsal for a new Kent 
Opera staging, and the gym is 
not scenery, simply a rehearsal . 
room. When foe production 
reaches the stage, there will be 
no inner-city flotsam. Still,: 
Orpheus remajns a figure fin; 
our times, whose natural habi- 
tat is opera. Over tlte comHig 
weeks we haver foe chanoe-to- 
compare and contrast different 
versions of the tale from foe 
first two centuries of operatic . 
history: Kent Opera’s- Orfeo 
(premiered in Mantua,:l607); 

a new English 
national 
; ' Opera pro- 
duction' of 
Glucks ■ ; 
Orfeo. ed 
Euridice 
(Vienna, " v 
1762); and, 
in. both 1 


a new recording, and a pair of 
concert performances by the 
London Philharmonic, 
Haydn’s last opera, L’anima 
delfihsofo (written for London 
in 1791 but unperformed in the 
composer’s lifetime). 

:By definition, myth has no 
attest, but, in its Greek form, 
foe legend of Orpheus had its 
hero dismembered by female 
foBowets of the god Bacchus for 
the sin of spurning womankind. 
His bead, the legend added, 
.went on singing as it floated put 
ro sea. In one version of the 
libretto which the poet Strig- 
grone provided for Monteverdi, 
the opera ends with Orpheus 
fleeing foam foe Bacchantes. It’s 
notkpown if the composer ever 
set this episode to music; the 
stuvwrag score offers a new 
finale, in which Apollo ushers 
Orpheus heavenwards, where 
he once more encounters Eury- 
dioe’s loveliness “in the sun 
and in tire stars". For modem 
audiences, this is anticlimax, 
as is foe ending of Gluck's 
opera, in which Amor (aka 
Orpid), having restored Eury- 
dice to life, reunites her with 
Orpheus to the sound of gen- 
eral rejoicing. 

Ifs. not something foal 
much bothers 
Tim CarroU who 
directs Kent 
Opera’s 
new 



‘Orpheus with 
his lute made 
trees, and 
foe mountain 
tops that 
freeze, bow 
themselves 
when he 
did sing' 
HOLTON 
GETTY 


staging of the Monteverdi: “The 
myth is so succinct in its repre- 
sentation of the power of music, 
encapsulated in the idea of 
Orpheus being able to move 
stones and charm animals. 
Then we come to Monteverdi" s 
opera, which asks ‘Can music 
defeat death?’ and it answers, 
Tn a way, yes: not physically, but 
in another way.* Monteverdi's 
ending has had a bad press, sug- 
gesting that it’s a Hollywood- 
style happy ending tacked on 
because foe ‘focus group’ did- 
n't like the original. But. in the 
opera, the Bacchantes would be 
a distraction. Ifs not relevant to 
foe themes of foe piece that a 
group of women should come 
in and tear Orpheus to pieces. 
That’s a myth about denying foe 
sexual imperative; ifs not what 
interests me here, nor did it 
interest Monteverdi His point 
was to emphasise what music 
achieves." 

Meanwhile, at ENO, direc- 
tor Martha Clarke has been 
grappling with Gluck's “prob- 
lem" ending Bor her, “The 
myth is more interesting and I 
had a day of being enchanted 
with foe idea of going against 
foe music, of making the end- 
ing dark. Then I realised h was 
pushing it too far and getting 
frightfully arty." Jane Glover, 
conductor of the ENO perfor- 
mances. goes further “I don’t 
think Gluck liked the happy 
ending any more than the rest 
■ of tk You have a feeling that, 
after foe coup de theatre where 
Amor returns Einydice to life, 
the composer hands the reins 
to the choreographer and says, 
‘OK, you finish if, and that’s 
why foe opera ends with a 
sequence of dances." 

Surprising^, it is Haydn's 
opera that comes closest to the 
myth; Eurydice dies; Orpheus 
is poisoned by the Bacchantes. 
As Christopher Hogwood, the 
conductor of foe new Decca 
recording, remarks; “It must 
have been a real challenge for 
Haydn, writing his first opera 
for London, foe world’s musi- 
cal centre, to end it with both 
main characters dead, a whim- 
per, a long drum roll and lots 
of D minor. In feet, some peo- 
ple have wondered whether 
the opera is really finished, 
whether perhaps we’re missing 


a fifth act with a happy ending.” 

Not that Hogwood is sug- 
gesting that their happy end- 
ings somehow compromise the 
operas by Gluck and Monte- 
verdi; “Opera lives from 
minute to minute, and you can 
go the full way emotionally 
with either opera while know- 
ing that, at foe end, there's 
going to be this little rescue act 
by Apollo or Amor." Some 
recent stagings of the two 
works have enacted foe Bac- 
chic dismemberment in mime 
while the muse offers the Ueto 
fine that operatic convention 
demanded. Hogwood believes 
that Haydn’s opera resists any 
such stylisation - one reason 
why it remains a rarity: “Mod- 
ern producers find it hard to 
accept Haydn's conventions. 
You can't transpose a Haydn 
piece tike this to Harlem, you 
can’t have the heroine high on 
drugs, you can’t have them all 
in boxer shorts and skate- 
boards. So it poses problems 
for producers who can't take 
theatrical ventures on their 
own terms, and very few can.” 

Neither Kent nor ENO are 
offering modem-dress stagings, 
nor are they striving for cod 
baroquerie or Arcadian pas- 
toralism. As Tun CarroU says, 
“Monteverdi's opera is a pie« 
about mankind and it requires 
a sense of 'ancientness' only 
inasmuch as it provides a feel- 
ing of continuity, that this has 
always been foe case. It’s a 
question of Dying to create a 
world that has the texture of 
being connected to the earth, of 
happening in a real place to 
real people. That’s foe genius 
of this opera: ifs absolutely 
emblematic, and at foe same 
time absolutely human.” 

It’s also a work that draws its 
power largely from its vocal 
lines. Although he’s an early 
music specialist, Kent Opera's 
conductor John Toll is less 
concerned with authenticity 
than with expressivity: “I 
wanted voices that were - can 
1 use the word? - unspoilt. 
Singers get precious about the 
voice as an instrument, and so 
lose an intuitive, spontaneous 
response to texL The expres- 
sive force of a voice is gener- 
ated by text, and that's partic- 
ularly essential here, where 


Monteverdi is searching for a 
natural way of imitating speech 
through music. A highly 
stylised and oratorical speech, 
no doubt, but using music to 
boost its emotional force." 

ENO's Orfeo is foe counter- 
tenor Michael Chance, per- 
haps the world's leading inter- 
preter of foe role - at least in 
the original 1762 version of 
Gluck's opera, written for the 
castrato Guadagoi (Gluck later 
revised foe part for high tenor, 
while most modem stagings 
compromise on a mezzo in 
drag). Nor, says ENO conduc- 
tor Jane Glover, are they “cor- 
rupting” the original texr with 
any of foe music from later ver- 
sions: “If you're going to do foe 
1762 version, then do it. Peo- 
ple may say, ‘Where’s that 
lovely flute part? Where’s foe 


Dance of the Blessed Spirits ?' 
But forget that those things 
have ever been there, and the 
piece unfolds in an incredibly 
tight way. It's so strong, we're 
running it without an interval." 

Martha Clarke, best known 
as a choreographer, is using a 
complement of dancers, not as 
ornament but as what she calls 
“the colour-field of Orpheus' 
emotional journey". 

“The opera is tremendously 
pure, so the production is sim- 
ple and stark. My own direc- 
tion in choreography is 
towards the theatrical gesture 
that emerges- from natural 
movement, rather than any- 
thing based on traditional 
technique. What I’ve been try- 
ing to do is to find a common 
language, to merge the vocab- 
ularies of singers and dancers. 


so that you look at them and 
you can't tell who is doing 
what: the dancers are part of 
the community of Orpheus." 

The com mun iiy of Orpheus 
is a large one. embracing all 
opera, and all singers. Opera 
may have dismembered the 
myth for its own purposes but. 
as these three variants show, 
that dismemberment can never 
stop Orpheus from singing. 

Monteverdi: 7.30 tonight, 3pm 
Sun. Theatre Royal Margate 
(01843 2938771 7.45 Thu, 
QEH, SBC, London (0171-960 
4242 ) and touring. Gluck: from 
Mon, Spm ENO. London Coli- 
seum <0171-632 8300). Haydn: 
LPO concert performances, 7pm 
20. 25 March QEH I as above): 
Hogwood recording on Decca / 
L’Oiseau Lvre ( 452 668-2) 


Monday’s Arts pages now appear in the Broadsheet section 
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comic 


Charles Shaar Murray explores a 
graphic dream world 


The Sandman: the wake 
by Neil Gaiman, 

Titan Books. £19.99 


I s Neil Gaiman's Sandman the 
greatest comic book of all time? 
In your dreams. Those who still 
consider Norman Mailer a 
major figure in American cultural 
life should know that he provided 
Sandman with a blurb from heaven. 
“Sandman” the Great Man 
asserted in a widely-circulated print- 
bite, “is a comic strip for intellec- 
tuals. and I say it’s about time." 

So caveat lector.' After all, we 
have no way of knowing whether 
Mailer has read any comics since his 
days in the US Army over half a 
century ago. Successive generations 
of intellectuals have lavished praise 
on successive generations of comics: 
the allusive surrealism of George 
Herriman's Kmzy Kat. the lacerat- 
ing political satire of Walt Kelly's 
Pogo. the innovative graphic inge- 
nuity of Will Eisner s Spirit, the 
sheer vitality of Stan Lee and Jack 
Kirby's original batch of Manel 
Comics superheroes, and the 
scabrous confessionuiism of Robert 
Crumb. More recently. Art Spiegel- 
man's Holocaust fable Matts. Frank 
Miller’s breathtaking redefinition of 
Batman, The Dark Knight Returns. 
and Alan Moore's devastating cri- 
tique of the superhero. Watchmen. 
have all attracted attention far 
beyond the confines of the tradi- 
tional comics ghetto. 

However, nothing produced in 
the field during the past ten years 
has come close to the crucial com- 
bination of popular and critical suc- 
cess achieved by Guiman’s Sand- 
man series. Uniquely among 
big-selling comics titles, this is a strip 
primarily concerned with ideas. 
Sandman is a story about story, a 
myth about myth, a postmodern 
metafiction with word balloons. ■‘If 


this isn’t literature." Peter Straub 
wrote defiantly in an afterword to 
the Sandman collection Brief Lhes. 
“nothing is." 

Between 1988 and 1996, the 
Sandman comic ran for 75 monthly 
issues - not to mention the odd spe- 
cial or spin-off - and was collected 
into ten “graphic novels". The last 
of them. The Wake, is published this 
week. By the time the title was 
wound down - at the author's behest 

- Sandman had accumulated a for- 
midable shelf of awards, was selling 
over a million copies a year, and had 
a Who's Who of fantasy and horror 
writers (Stephen King. Gene Wolfe, 
Clive Barker. Ramsey Campbell) 
queuing up to sing its praises. 

Yet Sandman's beginnings w'ere 
inauspicious. In u comics world 
dominated by fights in tights, the 
primaiy assets are titles and char- 
acters rather than artists or writers. 
Editors seek ways to revamp 
obscure or faltering characters. The 
original Sandman was a 1940s no- 
hoper disinterred from the moul- 
dering pages of Justice Society Of 
America: a Bruce Wayne-like mil- 
lionaire playboy in trenchcoat, 
fedora and mask.’ who fought crime 
by putting villains to sleep with a 
gas-gun. Unfortunately, he had an 
identical effect on readers. 

DC Comics editor Karin Berger 
therefore risked little when she 
handed the poor schiub over to Neil 
Gaiman (a personable Eagtish pap- 
culture hack) for updating. Gaiman 
repaid her percipience: in a major 
coup, he transformed the dullest 
excuse for a superhero ever to 
waste woodpulp into the dread fig- 
ure of Morpheus, Lord Of Dreams 

- the Prince of Stories himself. 

Gaiman's Sandman was nothing 

less than a personification of the 
human imagination. His saga was 
described by one critic as “a secret 
histoiy of the unconscious". Mor- 


books 
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‘Black wind blowing across our hearts’: the archetypal figure of Despair In “The Wake’ dccomics/titan 


pheus - aka Dream, or Oneiros - is 
one of the archetypes who call 
themselves The Endless, the others 
being Destiny, Despair. Desire, 
Delirium (who used to be Delight) 
and Destruction (who retired in the 
17th century because humans no 
longer needed him). Dream is a tall, 
pallid figure with a shock of black 
hair, somewhat resembling The 
Cure's Robert Smith, minus the lip- 
stick, after being thoroughly 
stretched on a rack. His realm is 
The Dreaming, an ever-changing 
Gormenghast-like castle sur- 
rounded by nebulous landscapes; 
it's where we go when we dream. 

Morpheus has absolutely no 
sense of humour. Fortunately, his 
elder sister Death (who nevertheless 
looks younger) does. An adorable 
punkerre with an irredeemably opti- 
mistic outlook, she incongruously 
became many readers' favourite. 
Her solo stoty. Death The High Cost 
Of Living, will be filmed with a 
screenplay by the author. 


Gaiman is an omnivorous reader 
and a formidable researcher. Sand- 
man is packed with pastiche, allu- 
sion and greater and lesser arcana 
of all descriptions. Historical figures 
such as William Shakespeare, who 
appears as himself here in two key 
tales based on^4 Midsummer Night s 
Dream and the Tempest, rub shoul- 
ders with the fictional creations of 
others, some derived from the 
repertory company of DC? own 
comics: others from the entire 
tapestry of human myth. 

The many hands who have illus- 
trated the strip over the past eight 
years have borrowed the appear- 
ances of a variety of notables. 
Lucifer, the Fallen Angel, is the 
young David Bowie; Delirium 
resembles the avant-garde novelist 
Kathy Acker, and Fiddlers’ Green, 
a place in The Dreaming which 
decided to get up and walk, does so 
as G K Chesterton. 

The most consciously literary 
mass-market comic strip ever. 


Sandman finally counts as a con- 
ditional triumph. As is appropriate 
for a dream about dreams, Sand- 
man is gossamer-thin, not always 
able to support the weight of the 
symbolic anvils Gaiman places 
upon it. The strip rarely stops 
winking at the reader, and even at 
its grimmest and goriest it remains 
oversweet. Gaiman’s weakness 
remains the cutesiness demon- 
strated in his overblown novel and 
TV series Neverwhere. But even if 
Sandman isn’t the greatest comic 
of the century, it is good enough 
to demand to be judged by those 
standards. 

Before Sandman, the Lord of 
Dreams had no dreams of his own: 
the Prince of Stories lacked a tale. 
Neil Gaiman has remedied that. 
The Wake is a sober, sombre con- 
clusion - literally, a dying fall - to 
a sequence that undeniably con- 
stitutes a major achievement. 
There is nothing quite like it any- 
where else. 


Charlotte the 
Obscure 


Michael Arditti on the poet who 
might have said “kiss me, Hardy” 


His Arms are Full of Broken 
Things by PB Parris, 

Viking, £16 . 

T o most contemporary 
readers, Charlotte Mew 
is Charlotte Who, the - ’ 
unfortunate rhyme 
emphasising the fate of a poet 
who was never admitted Into 
the canon of great literature 
and is now rarely even allowed 
through the journeyman’s 
door. And yet, as the 
epigraphs to P B Parris’s 
fictionalised biography make 
clear, Thomas Hardy revered 
her while Siegfried Sassoon 
declared her the equal of 
Emily Bronte. 

With one major exception, 
Parris's fictional life sticks 
very closely to the factual 
account in Penelope 
Fitzgerald’s admirable 
Charlotte Mew and Her 
Friends. 

Her book is a first-person 
variant oh Fitzgerald’s third- 
person narrative, from the 
opening incident (the arrival 
or a doll’s house designed by 
her architect father), to her 
final words (“Don’t keep me. 
Let me go"). Even tiny details 
are the same, such as 
Charlotte banging her head 
against a wall when her 
beloved teacher retires, her 
adult voice veering as 
erratically as an adolescent 
boy’s, and Frederick Rolfe . 
leaving lice on chairs. 

Mew’s life was more deeply 
rooted in domesticity than 
even Stevie Smith’s, and Parris 
vividly portrays the world of 
an upper-middle class family 
whose social position was 
threatened not only by poverty, 
but by insanity. 

Two of Mew's siblings were 
incarcerated in asylums and . 
both she and her remaining 
sister, Anne, swore never to 
many (in Charlotte’s case this 
was clearly a way of 
rationalising her repressions). 
Although Pdrris describes her 
visit to Ibsen’s Hedda Gabler, 
Mew’s own drama was eloper . 
to the guilty secrets and 
hereditary curse of 
Strindberg’s Ghosts. . 

Parris’s chief invention is a 
romance between Charlotte 
and Thomas Hardy (whom 
Fitzgerald records merely as . 
an admirerof her poetry and- 
an occasional host). Their 
love, declared after a chance 
meeting in the British - 
Museum and left 
unconsummated for more 


than 30 years, not only 
dominates Mew’s Life but ’ 

' influences both of their 
writings. To Parris, Httrdy is 
the inspiration for Mew's 
poem "The Fanner's -Bride", 
while Mew is the model for 
Sue Bridehead in Jude the 
Obscure. 

Like Mew's own poetry 
(liberafiy quoted here).; 
Parris’s novel is strongest id . 
the depiction of loneliness and 
unrequited love: not just the 
relationship with Hardy but 
Mew's two more authentic ; 
passions for the writers Ella 
D’Arcy mid May Sinclair, both 
of whom receive her ‘ * 
declaration with the.conterapt 
that “the normal heart" _ 
reserves for tbe deviant. No 
fictional character since 
Raddyffe Hall’s Stephen 
Gordon has been more . 
obviously propelled into 
lesbianism than Parris’s Mew, 
who wears her dead father’s 
dothes and is blithely told by 
her mother that “You must be 
the man of the family, 
Charlotte". . - ’ . • 

Parris’s richly imagistic . 
prose is particularly suited to 
conveying the isolated 
intensities of childhood. It is 
less successful at evoking the 
more complex web of adult 
life. 

Nor does it provide the 
thematic, symbolic or : . 
intellectual unity required of a 
novel. It remains a 
fictionalised biography rather 
than biographical fiction. 
Chronology becomes its only 
guiding principle, with a 
resultant lack of weight One 
understands why Mew, who 
wrote much from her own 
experience (however . 
disguised), became a poet and 
a short-story writer rather 
than a novelist 

Parris’s Hardy advises Mew 
that she should write “those 
stories - however 
extraordinary or unorthodox - 
that one would never relate to 
one's family at the dinner 
table"... 

The problem for P4uris 
herself is that stories of sexual 
ambiguity and murky . . 

domesticity which would have 
been unrepeatable hi polite 
Victorian society are - 
commonplace today. ;• 
Nevertheless, what the book 
lacks in force, it makes up for 
in imagery. Mew has been 
fortunate in drawing such a 
distinguished stylist to her 
cause. . 
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Ambulance chasers 

Marcel Berlins takes a crash course in fraud 


Accidentally on Purpose: the making 
of a personal injury underworld in 
America by Ken Domstein. 
Macmillan. £19.50 


T here is a scene in the 1%7 
film Meet Whiplash Willie (in 
England, 77it’ Fortune Cookie ) 
in which an ambulance-chasing 
shyster lawyer played by Walter 
Matthau is trying to persuade a 
football player slightly hurt during 
a game to launch a lawsuit for 
compensation for his injuries. “1 
hate to break it to you. kid. but 
you got a spinal injury ... your left 
leg is numb and you got no feeling 
in the first three fingers of your 
right hand." "You’re crazy." the 
Jack Lemmon character replies. “I 
can move my hand And my leg." 
“Sure you can - if you want to blow 
a million bucks ... that's what we’re 
suing for." 

The craze for litigation based 
on whiplash - neck - injuries 
lasted through the Sixties and 
Seventies. Insurance companies 
paid out billions of dollars to 
claimants who were inventing 
their injuries entirely or. at best, 
creatively exaggerating them. But 
the whiplash phenomenon was 
just one small part of an 
unpublicised American industry: u 
criminal underworld devoted to 
the faking of personal injuries. 

This is not a book about a few 
slippery lawyers and doctors 
conspiring with greedy accident 
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victims to talk up their symptoms 
and prognoses in order to exact 
additional compensation. Those 
scams exist but arc the small beer 
of the trade. What Ken Domstein 
describes in Accidentally on 
Purpose is a veritable gangland of 
ruthless, sophisticated operators 
using modem methods to defraud 
insurance companies out of huge 
sums. 

Here is one example: the 
“capper" is the planner, the 
choreographer, whose job is to 
stage an accident that will look 
like the real thing and lead to 
multiple claims. He hires 
“dummies", the victims, often 
poor Hispanic immigrants. For as 
little as S 100 each, they will pack 
into a car (“the squat car”) that 
they know will be involved in an 
accident. The capper then hires a 
specialist driver whose job is to 
provoke an innocent trucker into 
crashing into the squat car. 

The logistics are carefully- 
planned: where, when and what 
kind of impact is required. The 
accident achieved, the dummies 
file their injury claims with the 
help of dishonest lawyers. Of 
course, they don’t receive a cent 
of the proceeds. Occasionally, the 
staging goes wrong and the 
dummies arc hurt badly or even 
killed. Recently, an attorney who 
masterminded these “swoop-and- 
squat" operations was indicted for 
his part in the death of a 
passenger in a squat car. 

Domstein started his career as 
a private investigator in Los 
Angeles, looking into suspicious 
accidents. His book describes 
dozens of varieties of 
contemporary scams. But his 
exhaustive historical trawl is even 
more intriguing. 

The sheer imagination and 
expertise of some past fraudsters is 


impressive. In the early, jolting days 
of rail travel there was “railway 
spine", an alleged injury caused by 
sudden movements. “Siip-and- 
fallers" have been around for a 
century: “Banana Annie" carried 
her own peels for slipping on. 

One frequent claimant was 
capable, at will, both of 
dislocating her bones, and of 
haemorrhaging. Another regular 
had the advantage of a neck 
which, under X-ra> . always 
showed up as broken. During the 
Depression years the fad was for 
self-mutilation, with the cleverer 
claimants managing to cash in 
from several companies on the 
basis of one “accidental" 
amputation. 

Along the way. Domstein 
divertingly Investigates the 
terminology of his subject. The 
term “ambulance chaser" - 
originally not the lawyer, but his 
tout - entered the language in the 
1890s and was in common use by 
1910. Shyster, to mean a dishonest 
lawyer, did not come, as is usually 
believed, from the nefarious 
activities of Sheuster, a New York 
attorney; Domstein has 
discovered an earlier use and. 
besides, can find no trace of the 
existence of Sheuster. 

Accidentally, on Purpose 
contains a great deal of 
information which has never 
before been assembled, on a 
topic which has never before 
been so scrutinised. Domstein 
has done prodigious research 
(his references amount to 70 
pages) and does not always resist 
the temptation to tell us too 
much. On the other hand the 
book is clearly written, contains 
many interesting and obscure 
facts, and provides an insight 
into yet another, hitherto secret, 
crooked world. 
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Dear London: notes from the big city 

by Irma Kurtz. Fourth Estate. £14.99 


W hy should Irma Kurtz ever get mar- 
ried? She's already married to Lon- 
don. Having walked out on New York 
and her flaming affair with Paris, she chose her 
poison, “ambivalent, self-searching, diffident, 
handsome, tolerant, widespread, whingeiug, 
ironical, iaid back, lazy old Smoke". 

She is one of the spunky expats who arrived 
in London in the pre-swinging days when 
ladies still wore white gloves. And the city lifted 
her on wave after wave. But she was always 
too sharp and voluble to play the dozy hippie 
role convincingly. 

Kurtz is rare among women because she 
loves great cities with an almost erotic passion: 
the glimpse of a courtyard, a lighted window, 
can make her tumescent for the never-ro-be- 
totaily possessed loved one. Not that she 
hasn't tried - she spent years burrowing in its 
.boroughs, but is now cnsconsed in the thick 
of it alL in Soho. 

I first saw her striding into work in a big 
advertising agency in Berkeley Square. She was 
just over from Paris, sporting an existentialist 
pallor and a black plastic mac. Even the mac 
radiated urban romance. 

But she was out of that boring job fast and 
soon found a more suitably eccentric niche 
with the chef, Robert Carrier, in Islington. One 
day she tossed off an article, "Love in Capi- 
tal Cities," and sent it to Harpers Bazaar. When 
they sent it back she posted ii off to the shiny 
new publication Nova. 


Jill Neville shares the 
urban ecstasy of an 
agony aunt who 
married the metropolis 

Dennis Hackett. tbe fabled editor of Nova, 
phoned and asked her to join the s taff. Inna 
Kurtz was in at last. “Journalism is to England 
as bullfighting is to Spain,” she wries, “a dar- 
ing national sport that offers youngsters with 
tbe guts for it a chance to pull themselves up 
out of pedestrian destinies. Hopeful scribblers 
from the English-speaking world are drawn to 
London the way hopeful toreros are to the 
Spanish capitals." 

No more the longueur of office jobs. 
Overnight, all her bad habits became virtues: 
the talkativeness, the inquisitiveness, the 
unstoppable communicativeness. She inter- 
viewed every celeb in and out of town and 
wrote it all up with sleek audacity. 

Being young, she was programmed for 
romance. She found that “the English lover 
uses a crab-like circumlocution, a sort of scut- 
tling at the most basic declaration, which also 
serves to confuse amorous predators of the 
opposite sex". 

But she’s fond of the poor brutes, “stuck 
with flashy genitalia that can’t be trusted to 
keep a secret, let alone keep faith". For this 
female Don Juan, men are lovable creatures 
but you wouldn't want to live with' one. 


equally ferocious about not getting married; 
this was not fashionable at tbe time. 

Her pivotal friendships are curious, often 
floundering through lack of trust, or perhaps 
some self-protqctive reflex designed" to keep 
lots of cool space around her psyche so the 
whole city can crowd in. She doesn’t enjoy for- 
mality and isphobic about dinner parti es^jar- 
ticulariy the embalmed or bitchy kind that she 
imagines occur nightly in North London. 

Kurtz is strictly a street and bar-room 
fldneuse , always talking, explicit, explosive, 
exponential, experimental, expostulate iy, and 
exdted. While there’s the lovely dirty city,, 
there’s life - although she can see the squalor, 
it’s not the main thing' ^ 

. When CosmopoUtqn made, her an agony 
aunt, she found nerm6tier. “Fve been a busy- 
body since the day I was horn and itwas about 
time someone paid for what Td been handing 
out free all my life.” She has been at it now 
for more than 20 years and still it doesn’t bore 
or swamp her. 

There’s no, whiff of phoniness about rhls - 
love letter to London, written with bristling 
intelligence and all the ironies of hindsight, ; 
only occasionally falling into journalese. We - 
can go to sleep knowing the.dty is throbbing 
away, stuffed with gangsters,' drifters,: 
.bohemians,, businessmen 'and trumpeting 
bores, presided over by our benevolent 
American-born agony aunL Only tEs .urban 
cowgirl, with her. endless readiness ta'bd 
intrigued could take .the whole:<ti^-tovbed 
with her every night. That’s foye indeed 
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Human folly and the fictions of war 


DJ 


plain 


men in 
dark times 


The Panion of Saint Anne by 
William Palmer, Cape, £9 99 
TTte World at Nlgfrt by Alan Furst 
HarperCollins. £2 $.99 ' . 


N ovels about the emotional 
consequences of warfare 
tend to take place off the 
battlefield. Even Vanity 
£ ar » much of whose impetus derives 
from the battle of Waterloo, offers 
only a single mQitaiy snapshot - 
[J«prge Osborne lying dead with a 
bulletin his heart Simflaify, one of' 
the best English novels about the 
Second Vtorld 'W^isPatridtHanuk'. 
ton s The Slaves of Solitude {1947} 
set in a Thames Valley boarding 

house, where the tyranny is practised" 

by domineering old arrnc hair- 
loungers and the victims- are brow. 

spinster* Whfe the heroes of 
William Palmer’s and Alan Furst's 
new novels are both combatants of 
a kind, each seems exercised less by - 
sudden death than by the emotional 
detachment canvassed in Hamil- 
ton's title. In these circumstances the 

dangers of flight are regularly anaes- 
thetised by the promise of a brief 
recall from the disembodied half- 
state that war imposes on the aver- 
^ mind. As FursFs protagonist puts 
it, while contemplating his enforced ■ 
departure fron? occupied Paris, "The 
preparation of an escape ... what- 
ever else it did. showed you your life 
from an angle of profound reality." 

How best to approximate that 
reality? It was Christopher Isber- 
wood, back in the days of Herr 
Issyvoo and Sally Bowles, who pop- 
ularised the idea of the protagonist 
as camera lens. The precedent has 
not been a happy one. and most nov- 
els with photographer heroes have 
a tendency to endure themselves in 
rather banal theorising about the 
nature of pictorial representation. 
Fortunately Mother Klinger, the 
focus -no pun intended- of William 
Palmer's excellent fourth novel, 
affects a less exalted gaze: *T had a 
half-apprehended vision of being the 
cold, implacable eye that regards - 
human folly" he remarks; the lau- 
reate of “the gob of phlegm as ide 
turned brown, grey, dead again* 



‘Chronicle of eviT: Hitler, Albert Speer (right) and Leonard Gall inspect the construction of the House of German Art in Munich 
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days of Weimar to lodge with his 
decayed Junker grandmother, 
Whither finds his horizons sharply 
transformed in “an atmosphere of 
abandonment - of morals and con- 
viction and hope”. A lifetime’s 
contacts are insufficient to save 
worldly Unde Karl from the knock 
at, the door, and Whltber’s. decision 
to spend the period of his uncle's 
abduction m bed with a girlfriend 
("I don’t even remember her 


even 

name*) seems symptomatic of the 
This being the Berlinof the widermalaise. Whither takes a job 
Thirties - and the Isberwobd con- on a propaganda sheet called Sig- 
nection, if slight, is unavoidable - nal, where \hlenti is energetically 
Whither has a good many op pen- in control, and balances his day job 
[unities. The opening section of 27 kt .'with covert help for a Jewish ait 
Pardon of Saint Anne, in fact, is a photographer whose business he 


series of snapshots pulled from the 
reel of a disintegrating world, liv- 
ing in the French-occupied part of 
western Germany with bis wid- 
owed, English mother, Waltber 
acquires his first camera from a 
French officer with whom the 
mother seems to be having an 
affair. Subsequent instruction, both 
in darkroom techniques and seduc- 
tion strategies, comes courtesy of 
Valenti, an itinerant Jack-the-Lad. 
who sets himself up as the little spa 
town’s official photographer. 

Departing for Berlin in the dog 


fronts while the woman moulders 
away in the seclusion of her flat 
Abruptly, time fast-forwards to 
spring 1944 to find Whither, most 
nf his hearing gone in a bomb blast 
part of a “crocks brigade" guarding 
the extreme south-west coast of 
France and embroiled with an Irish- 
woman who inhabits a deserted 
farmhouse. In a world where evety 
action and thought is governed by 
the prospect of invasion, Pahner's 
account of the collection of Nazi 
officers, each seeking solace in 
some rarefied hobby, carries tre- 


mendous psychological conviction. 

Appropriately enough it is Cap- 
tain Wahl's anthropological re- 
searches, prosecuted by way of a 
trip to the ecclesiastical ceremony 
of the title, which set up the novera 
dimax. Surviving a resistance-laid 
car bomb that kills another of his 
colleagues, Wahl is charged with 
sifting through the dead man’s 
belongings. Otto's photographs of 
the execution squads of tire East- 
ern Front confirm his suspicions 
and - though the ending is ambigu- 
ous - prefigure his own destiny. 

Unobtrusivety done, with the 
photographic symbolism quietly 
shifted into place - “It was the Age 
of silver. Silver and black," Whither 
laconically remarks of the rise of 
the SS - The Pardon of Saint Anne 
is an impressive study of the effect 
of totalitarianism on the average 
emotional life. At present William 
Palmer's reputation languishes in 
that queer hinterland where the 
esteem of fellow-writers is can- 
celled out by the indifference of the 
world at large. It would be a shame 
if this novel didn’t provoke the 
attention he dearly deserves. 

With jacket salutations from 
William Boyd and Robert Harris, 
one rather feels that Alan Furst, in 


contrast, has already begun to get 
his just deserts. Set in occupied 
Paris circa 1940-41. and featuring 
a movie-director hero. The World at 
Night hits some similar targets. 
Leaving aside the lavishly-framed 
atmosphere of subterfuge. Fursr's 
novel is built on more or less the 
same premise: the individual trying 
to retain some tiny sense of himself 
in an increasingly unreal world. 
Like Palmer, Furst is adept at con- 
veying the sense of drift that draws 
his characters into situations they 
would probably have avoided if pre- 
sented with a definitive choice. 

Thus womanising, fortysome- 
thing Casson finds that the simple 
act of pursuing his livelihood - by 
making films acceptable to the 
authorities - drags ton into an intri- 
cate web of collusion, complicated 
by an affair with an elusive actress. 
If anything undermines the novel, 
it’s a slight feeling of genre-sanc- 
tioned theatricality (Eric Ambler’s 
name is twice invoked). But even 
the tuppence-coloured love inter- 
est-all discarded stockings and 
small-hours cigarettes - can't 
detract from an absorbing piece of 
recreated time, for which the pub- 
lishing taxonomy of “historical spy 
novel” seems over-modest 


David Cesarani on a new 
life of Hitler's henchman 


The Good Nazi: the life and lies 
of Albeit Speer 
by Dan Van Der Vat 
Weidenfeld. £20 
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“he fascination of Albert 
Speer's story is undeniable, 
even for generations born 
long after the war he did so much 
to sustain on the German side. 
Speer was a well-educated, cul- 
tured German converted to 
Nazism after witnessing Hitler 
speak. He entered the Party in 
March 1931, aged 25, and for the 
next 14 years Ws meteoric career 
was bound up with the parry, the 
Third Reich and the Fiihrer. 

Speer had good looks, intelli- 
gence, energy, charisma and luck. 
His life is a classic success story 
intertwined with a chronicle of evil, 
which is wbai makes it so piquant. 
We can easily identify with the 
charming, gifted and upwardly 
mobile young professional; the 
trouble is, he’s a Nazi. 

Two years ago, Gitta Sereny 


published a monumental study of 
Speer that probed the other end- 
lessly fascinating aspect of his life. 
At the Nuremberg Tribunal. Speer 
was one of two defendants to 
accept responsibility for the crimes 
of Hitler’s regime, although he 
denied specific knowledge of its 
heinous acts. He convinced the 
judges of his repentance but there- 
after argument has raged about 
what he knew and whether his con- 
trition was genuine. To answer 
these questions, Sereny inter- 
viewed Speer exhaustively and jux- 
taposed his oral recollections 
against a mass of other evidence. 

Dan Van Der Vat began work on 
his book about Speer when 
Sereny’s tome was already on the 
slipway. He decided to await the 
Jailer's publication so that he could 
use it as a “source", while delib- 
erately eschewing the interview 
method which made it distinctive. 
Van Der Vat claims that anyone 
who got too dose to Speer inex- 
orably fell under his spell. In his 


bibliography he naughtily lists 
Sereny s biography under “Speer's 
corpus". But this derice cannot 
defied an inevitable comparison of 
the two works, in which Van Der 
Vat comes off the worst 

He presents little significant 
new information about Speer's 
life and work. In place of Serene's 
penetrating psychological analysis, 
he delivers a few. commonplace 
observations about the effect of 
Speer's loveless upbringing. 
Whereas Sereny inquired deeply 
into the mutual admiration which 
Hitler and Speer displayed, he 
gives short shrift to the notion of 
a homo-erotic attachment and 
barely pauses to ask why the two 
struck up such an enduring friend- 
ship. “It was the participants, not 
their ‘relationship’ Of its well 
springs, that were extraordinary." 

If Sereny devoted too much 
attention to the relationship, this 
was a result of her creditable effort 
to humanise both men and to 
understand their motives. Van Der 
Mil is content with shallow psycho- 
biography and stereotypes, which 
do the work of explanation. What 
his study lacks in depth is barely 
compensated for in its breadth. 

He basically accepts Speer's ver- 
sion of the ‘‘production miracle” in 
1942-44. even though recent 
research has challenged it. 
Weapons output rose not because 
German industry became more 
efficient, as Speer suggested, but 
because he bullied industrialists 
into converting civilian production 
lines to armaments manufacture. 

Van Der Vat merely confirms 
Speer's indifference to the fate of 
the Jews. The November 19341 
pogrom had no impact on him. 
Speer brushed up against the Final 
Solution sufficiently often to ren- 
der his denial of knowledge incred- 
ible; but he just didn't care. 

Van Der Var's central charge is 
that Speer was personally instru- 
mental in evicting 75,000 Berlin 
Jews in 1941-42, thus ensuring their 
doom. He knew this was a crime 
and struggled to cover it up, arrang- 
ing for the chronicle of his ministry 
to be “sanitised”. While taking 
broad responsibility for the deeds of 
the regime, he omitted from his 
biography any reference to his own 
particular role. Van Der Vat argues 
that since his “confession" was 
incomplete, his famous remorse 
could not have been genuine. It was 
part of a strategy of self-preserv- 
ation and manipulation that he 
began while awaiting trial in 1945. 

Like Sereny’s tome, this one is 
marked by long historical digres- 
sions. It is additionally marred by 
some sloppy writing, flippant 
asides and appalling word jokes. 
Puns cheapen what is otherwise a 
solid biography. Van Der Vat 
scores some hits, notably his demo- 
lition of Speer's claim that he seri- 
ously considered assassinating 
Hirler. His use of the secret chron- 
icle is impressive. Ultimately, how- 
ever, because his approach lacks 
psychological depth, the critique of 
Speer sounds peevish. Speer may 
have beguiled Sereny, but because 
she engaged wjih him, she produced 
a magisterial portrait of human 
folly which overshadows Van Der 
Vat's workmanlike effort. 


Independent choice: science books 



By Bernard Dixon 


S tupid things, mirrors," the 
comedian Tony Hancock said in 
one of his .Sixties radio pro- 
grammes. “Why can’t they reflect 
things properly?” For many years, the 
neuropsychologist Richard Gregory 
has persisted in believing that Han- 
cock's question deserves an answer 
and that many of those on offer are 
plainly wrong. His mission has been 
to show that our experience Of mir- 
rors, and of optical illusions, can help 
us to think about the still mysterious 
processes of perception. With abun- 
dant examples drawn not only from 
science but also from art, psychology 
and other domains, his latest book 
Mirrors in Mind (WH Freeman/ 
Spektrum, £25) brings these issues to 
life with exceptional clarity and 

vitality. , _• 

Hancock's irritation stemmetUroni 
the fact that things seen in a looking- 
glass are reversed from left to right, 
but not top to bottom. “Mirror writ- 
ing”, for example, does not appear 
upside down. But this is by no means 
the only oddity. Look at each of your 
eyes alternately in a mirror. They do 
not appear to move. Yet a friend s 
eves dearly do move if you ask him 
or her to look at one of your eyes and 
then the other. Why? 

As Richard Gregor? indicates, the 
first step towards understanding these 
phenomena is to realise that they 
raise questions at all. Gregojy is an 
Dluminating pilot, leading us through 
many competing interpretations to 
his god of establishing that percep- 
tion is not a passive acquisition ot 
information from the outside world. 
It is an active process in which our 
brain uses past experience as wdl-as 
incoming sensory cues. „ 

“The paradox of seerag oneself 


through a mirror while knowing one 
is in front of it ... is not in the mir- 
ror of the fight," Gregoiy wriies. “It 
.is in our perception- If we were 
either more or less stupid, such para- 
doxes might change, or disappear, or 
become even richer." 

Mirrors also appear in How Brains 
Think: Evolving Intelligence, Then 
and Now (Weidenfeld & Nicoison. 
£11.99). The neurophysiologist Wi- 
liam Calvin describes now some ani- 
mals can recognise themselves in a 
mirror, while others try to attack or 
befriend the reflected image. A cap- 
uchin monkery will spend weeks 
threatening the “other animal” when 
a mirror is placed in its cage, whereas 
chimpanzees know who it is either 
immediarely or within a few days. 

Calvin considers and then elimi- 
nates the idea of self-recognition as 
. something that intelligence is not He 
discards IQ, too, because il is simply 
“one fascinating aspect. of intelli- 
gence”, which should not subsume 
others. The capacity for complex 
behaviour is another tempting defin- 
ition of intelligence, but not a plau- 
sible one because it can be innate,, 
wired in from birth. 

Calvin is much more taken by 
Jean Piaget's notion that intelligence 
is what you use when you don’t know 
what to do: “This captures the ele- 
ment of novelty, the coping and grop- 
ing needed when there is no ‘right 
answer’.’’ Yet this seems not to be the 
entire story, either. likewise with 
speed of teaming, which is simply 
“related to intelligence”. Perhaps, 
Calvin concludes, intdligent behav- 
iouris really the capacity to combine 
thesennd other mental abilities: 

Ks bookis not only an assessment 
of intelligence perse but also an exam- ■. 



Pick of the week 


Mirrors in Mmd by 
■ Richard Gregory 


marion of how evolution has pro- 
duced increasingly intelligent brains 
over the last few million years. Calvin 
bring; both strands together by mod- 
ernising William James’s suggestion 
that thought involves Darwin’s con- 
cept of the selection of randomly gen- 
erated novelty. He points to “brain 
wiring that could operate the fully- 
fledged Darwinian process, and prob- 
ably on the miUiseconds-to-minutes 
time-scale of consciousness.” This, he 
says, “has provided me with the best 
glimpses so far of mechanisms for 
higher intellectual function: how we 
can guess, speak sentences we’ve 
never spoken before, and even oper- 
ate on a metaphorical plane.” 

By no means all Calvin’s peers will 
follow him In discerning Darwin 
beneath our mental life. Yet it is a 
challenging theory, founded on a 
variety of evidence. It requires only a 
change of time-scale to sound highly 
plausible: the capacity of cells in the 
immune system to generate within 
days, through a quasi-Darwinian 


process, antibodies to match an astro- 
nomical range of antigens which they 
encounter in invading microbes. 

Paul Martin, in The Sickening 
Mind: Brain, Behaviour, Immunity 
and Disease (HarperCollins, £1 6.99) 
is concerned not with the analogy 
between mind and the immune sys- 
tem, but with the emerging links 
between the two. His primary task is 
to explain how stress and depression 
may increase our chances of devel- 
oping infections, heart disease and 
even cancer. The “may” is important, 
not least because evidence that we 
can prevent illness by mobilising 
mental resources is less overwhelm- 
ing than popular health books claim. 

However. Martin is a sure guide in 
this controversial field - and an elo- 
quent one. Like Richard Gregoiy, he 
bases his case in pan on the obser- 
vations of Shakespeare and other lit- 
eracy giants of the past. But it is con- 
temporary science which most 
strongly supports his contention that 
the relationship of mind to health is 
mediated both by our behaviour, and 
by biological connections between the 
brain and the immune system. 

Contemporary science is not yet 
ready to endorse Sir Roger Pen- 
rose's elegantly argued suggestion 
tbat consciousness itself is associated 
with the microtubules in brain cells. 
In The Large, the Small and the 
Human Mind (Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press, £14.95), the Oxford 
mathematician is joined by his critics 
Abner Shinwny, Nancy Cartwright 
and Stephen Hawking, to review 
Penrose’s theory that thinking takes 
place by “non-oQmputational” means. 
The jury is still out, but this book is 
a stimulating and compact review of 
Penrose's own thinking. 


‘Aspicts’ of Oz 

Pete Davies treks through the outback 


No Worries: a journey through 
Australia 
by Mark McCrum 
Sinclair-Stevenson, £9.99 


I once asked a Kiwi if the 
Maoris ever went to 
Australia. She said she 
didn’t know, but if they did 
they'd have ihoughL, Nah. Big 
hot dry buggery place, this. 
Then they’d have gone back 
home - and there are times 
when Mark McCrum 
evidently felt the same. 
Halfway through his book, he 
sets off round Broome 
“pessimistically seeking 
adventure", and I had by then 
rather come to share his 
pessimism. 

Eurotcens drearily mating 
in backpacker hostels; people 
keeping him awake on the 
train; endless eucalyptuses - 
it may well get him down, and 
when his girl-friend comes to 
visit (did we really need to 
blow about that?) it may well 
make him homesick. But I did 
wonder whether a travel 
writer who gets homesick is, 
just possibly, in the wrong 
line of trad’e. 

These longueurs are a 
shame; in a bitty way, there’s 
good material here. Tumbling 
out of English history towards 
its place on the Pacific Rim 
like an overweight-gymnast 
uncertain how he’ll land, 
Australia is certainly a subject 
crying out for better 
coverage. Between the bright 
froth of the cities and the 
harsh outback, McCrum 


suggests well enough how the 
country is a thin necklace oF 
the modern worl.d, tentatively 
slung round the parched 
vastness of its unfathomable 
interior. 

But too often he struggles 
for focus. Australians keep 
asking, of his book about 
their home: “What aspict?" 

In the end. I wasn’t too sure 
what aspect he was after 
myself. Backpackers aside, he 
mixes a varied cast of 
characters, and he hears their 
voices well. 

He makes a game stab at 
understanding the plight of 
the Aboriginals; he offers 
lively cameos of the gay 
scene; he captures the rich 
and baffling ethnic mix, and 
he gives intriguing glimpses of 
the coun tty’s green activists. 
Some are stoned 
bumbleheads, some (notably 
those in in Tasmania) 
impressively persuasive. But 
too rarely does he stop long 
enough with any one of these 
matters to get a thorough 
handle on it. 

Some of McC rum’s 
strongest material comes in 
set pieces in the outback: for 
instance, in the brutal 
business of cattle mustering 
by four-wheel drive and 
hcticopier, or the tragically 
weird account of an ancient 
and internationally renowned 
Aboriginal painter knocking 
out masterpieces in half an 
hour. (She gets a few hundred 
dollars for them, but they 
then sell in galleries for a 


hundred times that much). 
But every time you fee! that 
he’s at last getting down into 
the red dirt of the place, he 
bounces back off it, as if 
Australia is just too strange - 
as if he can’t leave his 
Englishness behind. 

Perhaps the problem, after 
Bill Bryson's success, is that 
publishers now want every 
travel writer to be funny. 
McCrum, certainly, can be 
witty and engaging - but too 
many flip asides, too many 
subjects closed off with a quip 
and a shrug, make in the end 
for an incomplete read. They 
also sit oddly beside the 
book's extensive, 
insufficiently edited chunks of 
interviews with people who 
are sometimes extremely 
interesting, and sometimes 
quite the opposite. 

The result is neither fish 
nor fowl. Early on. McCrum 
is advised by a Melbourne 
salesman that if he wants 
commercial success Down 
Under, his best approach is to 
“Tyke the piss" - and when he 
does so, it's often sharp. But 
to his credit, he's evidently 
not cruel or insensitive 
enough to go all the way 
down that road, and when he 
trips up over dark secrets, or 
gnaws away at troubling 
issues, humour fades into 
unresolved concern. 
Eventually you warn to cry 
out Could you make your 
mind up? Do you like it or 
don’t you? Or, indeed, what 
aspict? 
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Paperbacks 


By Boyd Tonkin 


Last Orders by Graham Swift 
(Picador. £5.99) In the 1996 
Booker winner, four veteran 
Sarf Londoners carry their 
butcher-pal's ashes to 
Margate in a sort of 
iatterday Canterbury Tale. 
Marked by deep craft and 
complex decency, this seems 
nonetheless to be a novel 
that many readers admire 
rather than love. Why? Swift 
is that troublesome animal, a 
writer's writer. As with subtle 
chamber music, his weaving 
of the four distinct voices as 
they review their tangled 
lives may wow the pros but 
leave the laity cold. StilL it's 
hard to fault the stoic 
wisdom of this rueful crew as 
they approach their terminus 
(in every’ sense). “What 
you've got to understand is 
the nature of the goods. 
Which is perishable.” 

How to be a Minister by 
Gerald Kaufman (Faber, 
£8.99) The Commons' best 
(and only?) expert on classic 
Hollywood musicals dusts 
down his 1980 primer on 
another kind of song-ond- 
dance. Aimed at promoted 
party hacks with their hands 
on the Red Boxes at last. 
Kaufman's guide to survival 
in Whitehall advises office- 
holders how to stop the wiles 
of the civil service from 
turning them “into a pod 
straight out of Invasion of the 
Body Snatchers" . Robust, 
witty and sardonic, his book 
only loses the plot in its 
dated anecdotes. Tales of 
Our Hero, in his glory days 
of the 1970s. trumping the 
Sir Humphreys to rescue a 
widget mill in Pontefract or 
Dewsbury have all the sepia 
charm of a Wakes Week 
photo album. Laugh? I 
almost went out for beer and 
sandwiches with the TUC. 

Hungry Ghosts: China's 
secret famine by Jasper 
Becker (John Murray, £13) 
The media requiems for 
Deng Xiaoping have given 
the impression that only the 
Tiananmen Square carnage 
seriously blotted the Great 
Reformer s copybook. Ycl in 
his loyal Maoist days of the 


mid-1950s, Deng helped 
launch the mls-named Great 
Leap Forward in the Chinese 
countryside. Botched 
collectivisation and Stalinist 
m umbo-jumbo dressed up as 
genetic science managed to 
ruin the rural economy. A 
staggering total of up to 30 
million peasants may have 
starved from 195S to 1962 in 
this, the century’s worst man- 
made calamity. As for Deng, 
Becker’s superbly researched 
and horrifying history shows 
that he did. in time, come to 
respect the damning 
evidence. He launched a 
campaign to reverse the 
deadly policies in favour of 
sane farming, made an 
enemy of Mao and so 
provoked his own disgrace 
during the Cultural 
Revolution. On Deng's pan. 
the famine may count as a 
fatal blunder rather than a 
crime - but that made little 
difference to its victims. 

The Unruly Queen by Flora 
Fraser (Pape rmac, £10) 
Although there are sinister 
parallels between our current 
version of the Princess of 
Wales and poor Caroline of 
Brunswick, whose fare it was 
to marry the Prince Regent in 
1795 - they both suffered 
from crowded marriage 
syndrome, caused 
constitutional uproar by 
separating from their 
husbands and were suspicious 
of palace courtiers - Diana 
wins hands down when it 
comes to fashion. Caroline, as 
Flora Fraser notes in this 
excellent biography, was a 
short, dumpy sloven who 
owned nothing but coarse 
petticoats wore her stockings 
inside out and. on the eve of 
her wedding, had to be given 
“some frank instructions 
about her washing habits” by 
Lord Malmesbury. It's hardly 
surprising that Caroline 
finally took revenge on her 
adopted country, attempting 
to storm Parliament during 
the Coronation and asking 
while on a visit to inspecr the 
maimed pensioners at 
Greenwich Hospital: “Do all 
Englishmen have only one 
ami or leg?" 



D on't miss The Tabloid 
next Thursday for 
details of the 1997 Story of 
the Year competition. First 
prize is £2,000. with £500 for 
the two runners up - and to 
celebrate the competition's 
fifth birthday, we will be 
awarding a special trophy to 
all three. The winning story 


Can you write 
a winning 
short story 
for 6-9 year- 
old children? 

will be published in the 
Independent Magazine, and 
the top 10 stories will 
appear in a specially 
commissioned anthology 
from Scholastic Children's 
Books. So sharpen those 
pencils - and find out on 
Thursday about another 
celebrity’s bedtime stories. 


The worm in 
the bud 

Harriet Paterson slips into a smooth 
tale of eastern promise 


Silk 

by Alessandro Baricco, 
Harvill. £6.99 


A lessandro Baricco is hot 
publishing property in 
Italy, a rare commodity 
in a country where literary 
fiction is struggling to keep 
its head above water. He 
wins prizes with case for his 
novels, of which this is the 
third. An effortless little 
book. Silk is the work of an 
author who knows how to 
please - as do his publishers, 
who have wrapped the book 
in the smoothest, silkiest 
laminate you’re likely to find. 
The text is set like a long 
prose poem, tiny chapters 
surrounded by acres of white 
space, encouraging the 
tranquil sensations which 
reading the book produces. 

Herve Joncour. a young 
19th-centuiy merchant, buys 
silkworms for a living. As an 
epidemic which affects the 
silkworms spreads through 
Europe, Herve travels 
furtherand further to find 
unblemished eggs: beyond 
the Mediterranean, to Syria 


and Egypt. The prosperity of 
his home town in the south 
of France depends upon his 
annua! delivery. 

Eventually the only 
country that remains 
uncontaminated is Japan, 
where foreigners are hanged 
on sight, but where 
silkworms superior to all 
others are rumoured to exist. 
Carrying a fortune in gold. 
Herv£ must travel to the end 
of the world, smuggle 
himself into the forbidden 
country and procure the 
worms. He has an exactly 
circumscribed amount nf 
time to make it back home 
before the eggs hatch. 

The fact that a love story 
grows out of this already 
romantic premise comes as 
no surprise. Baricco makes 
spare but sufficient use of 
ritual elements of Japanese 
sensuality as perceived by 
the western mind - bathing 
ceremonies, loose kimonos, 
shadow’s on rice-paper walls. 

His writing shows an 
author in unquestioned 
control of his vocabulary, his 
phrases brief but precisely 
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Scene of a crime: before and after view of the vandalised figures of Henry Moore’s sculpture, The King and Queen photo: frank ryan 


Smash and gab 

James Hall wonders why so many critics have joined the demolition business 


The Destruction of Art: Icono- 
clastic and Vandalism since the 
French Revolution by Dario 
Gamboni, Reaktion Books. £25 

A fter a day at the British 
Museum in 1855. the Amer- 
ican writer Nathaniel 
Hawthorne announced with 
the confidence bom of belonging to 
a youthful nation: “We do not rec- 
ognize for rubbish what is really 
rubbish". Four years later, he was 
even more forthright in 77ic Marble 
Faun, a novel set in Rome. “All 
towns should be made capable of 
purification by fire, or of decay 
within each half-centurv. Other- 
wise. they become the hereditary 
haunts of vermin and noisomeness, 
besides standing apart from the 
pssibility of improvements ", 
Cultural cleansing is the subject 
of Dario Gamboni's The Destruction 
of Art. a well-illustrated and level- 
headed study of iconoclasm and 
vandalism since- the French Revo- 
lution. The subject of iconoclasm is 
currently a growth industiy. but 
what makes Gamboni's book par- 
ticularly useful is his refusal Lo limit 
himself to high-profile attacks on 
public sculpture, whether they be 
Communist monuments in eastern 
Europe or avant-garde sculptures 
like Richard Serra's “Tilled Arc". 
He also discusses more subtle and 
legalised forms of iconoclasm. per- 
petrated from above by artists, 
restorers and museum officials. 

Indeed, for Gamboni, our society 
is predicated on iconoclasm. An 
obvious example would be the 


recent advertising campaign urging 
us to “chuck out your chintz". 

Gamboni starts with the French 
Revolution because destruction and 
preservation were linked here as 
never before. Monuments to the 
ancien regime were systematically 
destroyed, and artworks stripped 
from palaces and churches. The 
worst instance of revolutionaiy van- 
dalism (the term was coined in 
1794) occurred in the abbey of St 
Denis, where the kings of France 
had been buried since the middle 
ages. There. 51 tombs were 
destroyed during three days of unin- 
terrupted demolition. 

But from this holocaust arose the 
idea of patrimony and national her- 
itage. The best old-master paintings 
were taken la the Louvre, which 
was founded by the revolutionaries. 
This action was justified on the 
grounds thaL although many art 
works were dedicated to the ruling 
classes, they were also testaments to 
the work of artists, and embodied 
values that transcended Lhe cir- 
cumstances of their commission. 

The revolutionaries found it 
much harder to accept the timeless 
artistic status of French sculpture. 
Nonetheless, the painter Alexander 
Lenoir did rescue some sculptures 
to establish the short-lived Museum 
of French Monuments. Lenoir pro- 
vided the first chronological survey 
of French sculpture and wrote the 
first systematic catalogue. In order 
to make his points about the devel- 
opment of sculpture, however, 
Lenoir changed the appearance of 
many works beyond recognition. In 


1S34, Prosper Mcrimle observed 
that clumsy restorers were more 
dangerous enemies of monuments 
than Protestants and sans-culottes. 

Gamboni's best chapter explores 
the recent demise of communist 
monuments in Eastern Europe. 
Many statues were destroyed, and 
a particularly popular form of 
destruction was to put a cable round 
the neck of the figure and dangle it 
from a crane before dropping it on 
the ground. Symbolic hanging is the 
fate that awaited the statue of Ftelix 
Dzerzhinsky, founder of the KGB. 

Nonetheless, the iconoclasm has 
not been unanimously approved. 
Some Muscovites wanted the 
Dzerzhinsky monument to remain 
because it was “a part of our his- 
tory”. One woman had hoped to be 
able to tell her son in future that 
“this guy was a bastard". With hind- 
sight, some monuments have come 
to seem a lesser evil, for they are 
usually replaced by boardings for 
Coca-Cola and Mercedes-Benz. 

Successors to Lenoir’s Museum 
of French Monuments have been 
established. A statue park was set 
up in Moscow near the Iretiakov 
Gallery (Russia's equivalent of the 
Tate). However, many statues were 
simply dumped on the ground in a 
fragmented and graffiti-covered 
state. Another sculpture park was 
opened in 1993 in Budapest: 61 
monuments that had suffered 
repeated attacks were sent there 
and a poem, “A Sentence on 
Tyranny", greets visitors at the 
entrance. These parks work on a 
similar principle to the Nazis' 


Degenerate Art exhibitions. But 
no doubt they will soon seem as 
evocative as Roman ruins. . 

Gamboni brings together a great 
deal of fascinating information, but 
he does not really marshall his evi- 
dence into a sustained argument. 
The Destruction of Art reads a bit 
Mike an anthology of anecdotes. 
The trouble is that it is almost 
impossible to identify a psychology 
of iconoclasm. There are almost as 
many motives as iconoclasts. The 
most politically incorrect explana- 
tion is given in a cartoon from the 
1960s by Ronald Searle, “The 
Philistines": disabled men threaten 
gigantic sculptural fragments rep- 
resenting the body part that lack. 

In the past ten years, there has 
been a fluny of works in which ioon- 
oelasm is the central theme, from 
academic studies, such as David 
Freedberg’s The Power of Images 
(1989) to Andrew Graham-Dixon’s j 
TV series, A History of British Art \ 
(1996). A new genre of art-book doc- 
uments in derail the birth, life and 
death of a public sculpture: Richard 
Serra’s “Titled Arc” (1991) or 
Rachel Whiteread’s “House” (1995). 

So why is iconoclasm now being 
brought into the open? The most 
obvious reason is that it is the per-, 
feet fin-de-srecJe theme. It is as death- 
fixated as any hospital drama or film 
by Quentin Tarantino. Whereas a 
late- 1980s artist like Jeff Koons was 
obsessed with sex, a 1990s superstar 
like Damien Hirst is primarily inter- 
ested in death. We're all hanging 
around the scene of a crime, look- 
ing for casualties. 
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T he oddest revelations in Gan> 
Q'Conno r’s m ucb-touied Iife-of 
Peggy Ashcroft invo ke tfergrea t 
thespian’s passion for cricket. Playfog 
Margaret of Anjou at Stratford in 1^- 
1963, the grande dame of the staged 
tucked a radio transmitter into her bra 
during rehearsals so- she could listen to 
the Test Match. She also organised a . 
Lancashire- Yorkshire charityrnatcb: E 
M E Ashcroft, bowled Len Hutton, 16. 
Later,' cricket chatter would sns&ia a 
long “chaste affair” with Harold Pinter. 

Indeed* O’Connor's The Secret . 
Woman (Weideiifekl, £20) omits to _ 
notice that -.if you ignore her first and 
last husbands, and the passing trade - 
Dame Peggy’s now-famous roster of 
celebrity lovers makes up an eleven. 
This n»--wi bats all the way dqwn,.with a 
slight loss of sparkle in the middle: JB 
Priestley, Paul Robeson, Walter 
Sickert, Mark Dignam, Theodore, 
Komisaijevsky. Michel Saint-Denis, 
Billy Buchan (John’s son), Burgess 
Meredith, Tony Britton, William 
Devlin, George Devine. (Pinter, could 
be the-non-playing coach.) As a new 
twist to the showbiz bio, this has 

potentiaL Coming soon: Dame Edith 
Evans and the catenacdo defence. 

After finishing O’Connor’s bode, you 
crave some escape from the stultifying 
limits of its genre. As a “properly" as 
well as a text, it reveals what's gone 
wrong with the tacky trade in private 
lives. Extracted in the press for the 
usual handsome fee attached to sex t 
with the stats, the mushy passages that 
name those paramours will become the 
book for most'of its audience. Few will 
bother now about its critical lapses. 

Before she died in 1991, Dame • 
Peggy worked with Michael Bfllington 
on a sound survey of her roles, from 
Juliet to The Jewel in the Crown. Sex, in 
other words, is all O’Connor has tx> 
sell, as he can't quote from letters (the 
children refused hiih permission). Even 
so; he fails to build a solid bridge, 
between the turbulent off-stage soul 
and the regal, even chilly star. And his 
syntax brin gs to mind a knitting-basket 
after the attentions of a pair of frisky 
kittens. We even learn that “Harriet 
Walter first met Peggy when she was 
74” - bad news for Ms Walter. But who 
needs an editor when the papers will 
bombard you with big cheques, for soft- 
centred tittle-tattle? The book is a 
meretricious muddle. And so is the 
publishing culture that wraps shabby 
goods in sensation-seeking hype. 

Boyd Tonkin 


Audfobooks 



fMasdc Railway Murders (CSA . 
V/TeQtapes, 2hrs 45 mins, £8.99) offers 
four tales frem the age of steam. Well- 
contrasted writers; first-rate production; 
versatile readings by Patrick MaJahide. 
Plays work well heard rather than seen, 
especially when they offer, .as Oscar 
Wide always does, an apharismn minute. 
Lady Windermere's Fan (Naxos, lhr 43 
nrinSr£7.99) is a topical tale in the context 
of today’s moral panic, and the final scene 
between the mysterious'Mrs Eriyane 
(Juliet Stevenson) and Lady Windermere 
(Sarah Fielding) is powerful theatre. 

Christina Hardyment 
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{The ease and high silken finish 
suggest that Baricco is coasting J 


cade need - in Guido 
Wbldman's translation, as in 
the original. Here Lherc will 
be no image out of place, no 
unruly ordering of words. 
Perhaps the only stylistic 
lapse comes towards the end. 
where he indulges in a burst 
of strcam-of-cortsciousness 
eroticism which it is hard not 
to find comic in the midst of 
an otherwise restrained 
work. 

Baricco is less interested 
in historical detail than in 
creating a broadly poetic tale 
which leaves behind a 
number of distinct tabieaivc. 
a sky full of precious exotic 
birds released from their 
aviary, two men sitting 


looking out over a lake 
where a concubine is 
swimming, an orange dress 
and two straw sandals left 
lying on the ground. 

The case and high silken 
finish of the writing suggest 
that Baricco is coasting after 
his more substantial novels, 
especially Occano Mare with 
its probing questions about 
the nature of memory. 
Nevertheless, this small but 
perfectly formed novella 
offers an elegant and 
urtfrenzied entry' into his 
work: and if a writer wishes 
to switch from sustained 
narrative verse to the art of 
haiku, then who am I to 
argue? 


Surface tensions 

Elisa Segrave faces the ugly truth about cosmetic surgery 


Skin 

by Joanna Briscoe. 
Phoenix House. £1699 


Y ou will certainly never want a face- 
lift after reading this novel. Its 
heroine Adele Meier, a former 
beauty and a best-selling author who 
invented a subversive character called 
Loulou. finds herself in middle-age. liv- 
ing alone in Paris. She is no longer with 
Laurence, her great love, whom she met 
in New York as a young woman. Once. 
Laurence left his wife and baby for her. 
Now he has returned to England and 
married a conventional English wife. 

Joanna Briscoe describes in graphic 
detail the facial operations Ad&le embarks 
on in Paris in order to stave off the signs 
of approaching age: “the surgeon 
removed a string of fat from the patient's 
eyelid. This was shining yellow and lumpy 
in texture” while “the patient’s cheek... 
flopped over her ear. unattached, rooted 
only at the mouth, nose and eyes”. In 
between each operation and its painful 
after-effects. Adele's past unfolds. Her 
Austrian parents emigrated to Virginia 
with 14-year-old Adele, her older sister 
Kali and her two brothers John and 
Karli. Her father abandoned them for a 
I'.val woman while Adele was still a 
teenager. A few years later her mother 
died of a heart attack. Adele went north, 
first to New Jersey, then to New York. 

Adele's narcissism in middle age makes 
her seem unsympathetic. We do not 
Icam about her girlhood until later. I am 
not sure how far Briscoe intended to cre- 
ate such an immediately un likeable char- 
acter. Adele's cold-blooded seductions of 
two young men in Paris, undertaken 


mainly to convince herself that she still 
has sexual power, are described with skil- 
ful eroticism. I must admit to envy -both 
of Briscoe for her writing and of Adfele 
herself for nailing two young men at her 
age. Nonetheless, this lack of emotion 
makes these scenes ultimately chilling. 
Indeed, apart from her love for her step- 
daughter, Melina (hospitalised in Eng- 
land with anorexia). Ad£le often seems 
so self-absorbed that I found it difficult 
to believe that she had written a best- 
selling book with universal appeal. 

“Loulou has very exotic sex and manip- 
ulates men and says what most women 
only dare to think in their secret minds,” 
Adfele says, explaining her book’s success 
to an audience of fens in Paris. But 
although she has won acclaim for invent- 
ing a contemporary feminist idol. Ad tile 
knows that she has always relied heavily 
on male admiration. “I always needed my 
Holy Grail, the male with his hormones 
and his gifts to me”, she admits to her- 
self. And yet, long ago in New York, dur- 
ing her heady period as a young beauty, 
she had already half realised the flip side 
of sexual magnetism. “I was exalted by. 
men as I was injured by men. It's com- 
monplace-men make you feel so terri- 
ble, so high, you are their circus animal, 
pretty pelt and leash”. 

This accomplished, intelligent novel 
throws up interesting questions. Are 
beautiful women different? Is ageing 
actually worse for them, because they are 
accustomed to depend on their looks? Do 
very beautiful women often become nar- 
cissistic when young? 

In one poignant moment, while recov- 
ering from facial surgery, Adele remem- 
bers the older women she used to see on 


the Upper East Side where— in her twen- 
ties, at the height of her attractiveness - 
she worked as personal secretary to Ja 
German banker’s wife. She never gave 
these women and their face-lifts more 
than a passing thought but now, alone in 
Paris, she recalls the “shark grins of effort 
stretching their features" and. their eyes, 
“widened with simulated youth and yet 
precisely blank, a dull dead glitter". 1 

Worrying, too iate, abdut the cycle of 
operations she has inflicted on herself, 
she realises that she is no different from 
them. “Thestngical interventions create 
a homogenised tribe: women. who resem- 
ble each other, sisters under the skin.” 

SIdn has some beautiful passages, in 
particular when Adele tells haw she and 
Laurence first fell in love. I also liked the 

descriptions of her youth in New York, 
where, after a stint in the Martha Wash- 
ington womea’s hostel and some unsat- 
isfactory flat-shares, she settles with two 
girlfriends in “a brawnstone in the dusfy 
and blossomed upper reaches of Green- 
wich Village, on Wxt 13th Street, where 
the white church struck bells and Sixth 
Avenue was. a dimer of shoe repairers 
and discount shops”. 

There are also, many- memorable 
vignettes and pithy remarks about men,' 
as when Laurence first makes love to hen 
“He was different, in the way that men 
are when they are erecr and as vulnera- 
ble as boys with sticks, and sinewed amt 
Biblical and alarming”. . 

But I suspect that Skin will be remem- 
bered most for its powerful evocation of 
■ panic and loneliness: of that disturbing 
moment when every woman is forced to 
realise, for the first time, that she too wS 
grow old. 
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This afternoon a party of intrepid British astronomers departs from Moscow by train for Mongolia 
and China. Nine years ago, Jeremy Atiyah travelled the other way, through a quite different world 


M oscow was only 24 hours 
east, bnt the Russian cap- 
- ital could have been a light 
year back down the track. 
That winter in. Berlin the 
fog over Aiexanderplatz stiRhad the sad 
smell of coal dust and Communism* but 
Z didn’t card. Metres jaw^, cottoned in 
its wall, West Berlin was a dtyofdnKmis. 
Its centre comprised budget supermar- 
kets, designer sex shops, ongoing student 
demonstrations and one memento of the 
Second World Whn the mined Kaiser 
Wilhelm Church. Somewhere out there, 
among the pimks in BahnhofZooand^he 
grandes dames wearing fur coats, Oil 
Ku’damm, Was. a giri caited Xiaiosipng* 
dressed in redfof her firrfr'd^rinthe free 
West. On a winter’s d^|o.£^efy.*>f 
dreams, I was loolongfor agpifiOm Ooin^ . 
munist China. 

Wis it only seven days since we had met; 
in the restaurant car of a train s omewher e 
in the vicinity of Mongolia? Professor 
Zhang and his comrades were eating 
their last Chinese dinner, and leaching me 
bow to use chopsticks. “This js the b-b-best 
day of our lives,” giggled the professor. 
Yes, China was that bad All these worn- 
out intellectuals were leaving their fam- 
ilies for the sake of science studentships 
in Continental Europe. Only Xiaosong ra. 
the outsjzed red coat was different; she 
plonked herself at the table with a smile 
to light up the wintry Mongolian Steppe 
for ever. “Literature,” she whispered fa a 

? ure, seamless accent “In Deutschland 
r ou don’t speak German?” I didn’t 
“Oh yes,” ProfessorZbang confided in 
me the next morning. 1< M-m-ro-rDany 
Chinese girls want to m-m-m-many West- 
ern men.” Outside, the sun shone weakly 
on to a treeless, snow-flecked land and I 
wondered why he was telling me this. It 
transpired that he was carrying in his 
pocket lists of Chinese women seeking 
marital alliances with Western men. But 
apart from me, the only other man in our. 
carriage was.a melancholy Yugoslav with 
a suitcase fail of vodkL 
The crowded carriages at the other end 
of the train were more promising for 
thoughts of marriage. Xiaosong was there 
for a start. I decided to . visit her, hauling 
open the connecting carriage-doors one 
ty one, exposing myself to the din of 
wheels and blasts off fcrociou* winter. In 
the last carriage, ! found her ensconced 
in a compartment wftb'a group of Chinese ■ 
boys, also, perhaps; going to West Ger- 
many to study literature. • ■ 

“Oh no. We are goiflg to East Ger- ^ 
m any,” one of them explained “To work 

in the mines.? : ' 

• f was mumbling something about snort 
Orws when one Erhard Kenipe suddady 
arrived from die bathroom:. He-had- a 


-morose expression and pronounced Ger- 
many ^Channan/’. East German police? 
I wish he. had been. He turned out to be a 
flukey West German tourist from Han- 
nover with a berth in the samel compart- 
ment as Xiaosong. 

... Undaunted, I returned that evening 
with a bottle of brandy which I drank all 
by myself. I' ate Xiaosong’s chocolates 
■ impuirivdy, admired her tape of Chinese 
, pop music and requested that she write 
out the incomprehensible lyrics of one of 
- the songs, “Maybe in Winter”. Erhard 
fought- bade by embarking on a lengthy 
explanation of the “ChaTman” education 
'system. Fortunately,, we still had the 
whole of Russia to cross. 

TheSoviet Union airived’at midnight 
-iwitbligkts on the snow, a watch-tower, 
barbed wire, and soldiers in - long coats 
-rpnningbeside thetraid *T h-h-hate Rus- 
sia,-” aid Professor Zhang in a bigb- 
pfa^edwhispervas blond men probed at 
J febidgmgbriefcase.Ghugging alongside 
Lake Baikal later, 2 sat alone, mouthing 
the. meaningless sounds of “Maybe in 
.“Winter”, while the dozen lake buckled 
and cracked and heaped Itself into 
mounds of rubble,’ shining a mysterious 
blue against the sncrw-Tadengky. . 

Professor Zhang was obsessed with my 
conjugal status. He appeared daily at my . 
docuway.askiijg^ when I would many. Not 
-in the near fixture, I barked,- teichiiy. 
Siberia, and Erhard’s long-winded 
accounts of German history, were wear- 
ing me dowiL ISir three days, the land- 
scape consisted of melancholy birch 
forests, interspersed byvillages of wooden 
houses suffocatingrunder the continuous 
snow. At Novoribnsk I changed money 
with a man in a dirty.caa t; at Sverdlovsk 
I bought a hard-boiled egg* On the last 
day XiaosoDg dropped by to give me a 
contact address- in Hannover.. 

There was no red carpet for. our final 


arrival in Moscow. Instead, the platform 
' was covered in a thick, dirty slush. In dribs 
and drabs, the passengers from China 
transferred across town to Belarusskaya 
Station, where I volunteered to stand in 
a Soviet queue to make our onward 
reservations to Berlin. I stood in it, hero- 
ically, for four hours. 

. Only in mid-afternoon was I ready for 
a touristic rampage round Moscow with 
my Chinese bride-to-be. As it turned out, 
Xiaosong had already asked Professor 
Zhang and eight other. Chinese friends lo 
join us, along with Erhard Kerape. Never 
mind. Wet romantic snow was falling as 
darkness fell. I saw uneven pavements, 
pink stucco and tall women on the under- 
ground escalators with pale faces and 
furry hats. In the streets, the last rays of 
a maverick sun suddenly fell on to the 
spires of the Kremlin. En masse . we 
stormed the Hotel Rossrya on Red Square 
for a round of vodkas, for which I osten- 
tatiously emptied my wallet. 

From Moscow to Berlin, we still had 
another 24 hours of Pot Noodles and Chi- 
nese tea, but by now emotional excitement 
and brandy was destroying my mind. The 
train was crowded and overheated, and I 
awoke to the sounds of raucous, collective 
snoring. Discomfited. I sat in the half-lit 
corridor to wait for a grey day to slide past 
over Poland Outside, on the plains, the last 
shreds of snow had almost gone. 

Professor Zhang was jubilant at having 
smuggled his dollars through Russia in the 
lining of his briefcase; Erhard was wax- 
ing ever more eloquent as we approached 
his homeland But J was tired And when 
they appeared; the East German border 
police - with their fiat faces, militaiy 
accents, torches, peaked caps and shining 
boots - looked remarkably like unrecon- 
structed Nazis. Our belongings were 
microscopically examined; Professor 


is the young lady?” he exclaimed, roughly. 
Well, at least ’he didn't know either. 
Instead he angrily escorted me through 
the darkness to the West Berlin train 
where I found the only remaining Chin- 
ese. Yu Wei, in a colossal furry hat, mum- 
bling through his hand about wanting to 
see the West. He had just two minutes to 
wait. The train creaked through Aiexan- 
derplatz and then over the Berlin Wall 
itself. The ghastly no-marfs-Jand with its 
floodlights illuminating the death-strip 


inspired Yu Wei, oddly, to start invoking 
Proust and Yeats as the embodiment of 
his Western dream. 

1 couldn't help thinking that the West 
was mainly about nice cars and decent 
accommodation. Or so I told myself, 
gloomily, as I checked into a hoiel’later 
that night- Yu Wei had presented me with 
his film' winter hat and departed for 
Frankfurt, while Erhard had bought me 
a copy of The Times. “A real piece of. ah. 
‘Charman’ hospitality," he had said. 


grasping my hand like a spanner before 
marching away into the mist. 

In bed at last. I drifted into the dreams 
of West Berlin. Would the skateboarders 
around the Kaiser Wilhelm Church be feel- 
ing the cold tomorrow morning? Would I 
find the girl from Communist China? The 
tune of “Maybe in Winter" began playing 
in my mind. One day, T dreamt, Xiaosong 
would tell me what its lyrics meant. 


Jeremy Ath ah married Xiaosong in 1991 


Zhang was suddenly ordered to leave the 
itn. H 


Express yourself 


Regular tednsoiserate between Moscow 
and Peking,, . with, connections from 
Western Europe mid to Hong Kong. 
Most travellers make the week-long 
journey in .only one djrettoo, and fly the 
other; A basic found trip of a flight from 
London to Moscow, train to Peking and 
onwards to Hong Kong, with a flight 
back to London, would cost about 
£750 through companies such as Bridge 
the Worid (0171-911 0900), Regent 
Holidays(pU7-921 1711) and the Rus- 
sia Experience (0181-566 8846). There 
are endless stopover possibilities, but 
these can add substantially to the cost. 


train. Horror! There he was, now speech- 
less with fear, putting on three pairs of 
trousers, manically packing away his pots 
and cups and chopsticks. The last we saw 
of him, be stood alone, a little man on the 
platform beside a ton of luggage. The win- 
ter took on a nightmarish hue. 

East Berlin was on us before we knew 
it, and Xiaosong was the next to disappear. 
The Ostbahhhof was infernally dark, 
packed with shrieking, groaning engines 
and hissing with jets of steam; Soviet sol- 
diers in long coats stood like ghosts in the 
shadows. One minute Xiaosong was there 
- the next she had gone. 1 had visions of 
a plot. Victims picked off one by one! I 
blundered about emotionally in the dark- 
ness, convinced that no one could escape 
Communism in winter. 

Amid the panic, a familiar face loomed 
out of the darkness: Erhard Kempe. “Vfer 


Berfsi or 
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carried the 
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HENNA 

A nidisti dye attninrd fivm powdered karts, henna has Traditionally been used by the women of Arabia 
to siaui the palms of the hands and the sales of the feet for weddings and other festivals. 

The ample gnmutrie patterns of the past bare given war orer the yean to man flowery designs. 
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GOVERNMENT OF DUBAI igj 

DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM AND COMMERCE MARKETING 


125 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5EA, U.K. Brochure line (24 hours) Tel: ( 0171 ) 839 0581 
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‘The snowboarder’s late-grunge “street look” wouldn't brii^J a smile to anybody’s face* 


PHOTOGRAPH; ALLSPORT 


Stephen Wood 
reveals next season's 
ski fashions 


H old on to your bobble hats: “The 
1997/S winter season will not 
locus on the wild Seventies', 
‘modern style' or ‘technical ski* 
wear'." says a report from this month's 
Munich winter sports fashion show, “but 
on the curving theme. Basically, carving 
lines [are] a mixture of casual snowboard 
fashion and technically sophisticated. 
sporty-Iooking skiwear.” 

That’s the men sorted. 

“Ladies ski fashion is quite different, 
almost unaffected by the carving style.” the 
report continues. “It focuses on the retro 
themes [of] snug- fitting lines and almost 
severe contours ... wuisted blousons with 
a hint of peplum and the occasional real 
or imitation fur collar." Although “the 
range of colours is enormous" - from coral . 
via beige to black - “white is an absolute 
must for ladies, combined for contrast or 
on its own’’. And fabrics? “The glitter of 
gold and silver, the sheen of satin on tone- 
in-tone jacquards. layered micros, coarse- 
structured stretch, soft smocked inserts and 
shimmering shot fabrics are all back again.” 

My enmribudon to fashion has been lim- 
ited: I bought this season's outfit from a 
rack at C*iA in 19SS. But I don’t feci that 
anybody else has been trying recently, 
either. The last time 1 had a good laugh 
«*n the slopes was in 1990 when a friend 
of mine, normally to be seen wearing well 
cut double -breasred suits, turned up in a 
zebra-prim one-piece. Sharon Campbell, 
fashion director for the Snow+Rock 
chain, agrees that recent skiwear has been 
“dead boring". And she has hud great dif- 
ficulty selling fashion items in the Nineties: 


there are fewer skiers. “Those that are left 
are the serious enthusiasts - and, anyway, 
British skiers are conservative, and will 
always go for practical clothing made of 
waterproof, ‘breathable’ fabrics." 

As you will have noticed, other Euro- 
pean skiers take their outfits more seri- 
ously. And for Martin Phillips, who buys 
women's skiwear for C&A throughout 
Europe from its Dusseldorf office, spot- 
ting variations in taste is important: he can 
identify a skier's nationality at 100 paces. 
C&A’s curiously named skiwear label. 
Rodeo, which dominates the UK market, 
is also sold on the Continent, but the gar- 
ments to which it is attached differ. 

“The big difference is between the 
German and French markets, which have 
almost nothing in common. The French 
like very classical simple clothing, and nat- 
ural materials; their market is dominated 
by ‘technical’ [sporting] skiwear. But the 
German market is much more fashion- 
oriented: they favour snowboarding styles, 
and go for those prims that 1 find so dis- 
tasteful.” He agrees with Sharon Camp- 
bell that “the style in Britain is now 
dressing down’ rather than 'dressing up'. 
You can relate it to the high street where 
there's more classic. Esca da-type fashion 
around, less of a hip, fashionable look." 

British skiers’ conservatism is partly a 
result of general high street austerity, but 
Phillips (who talks nostalgically about the 
Eighties, when people were “spending 
money like water on skiwear’’) adds two 
other causes. First, “because school skiing 
trips have been cut back so drastically, the 
influence of young people has weakened: 


the same people are going skiing, and 
they’re getting older". Second, snow- 
boarding hasn’t taken off to the same' 
extent in the UK as on the Continent, and 
skiing fashion has recently looked to 
snowboarders for inspiration. 

Austerity does tend to take the fun ont 
of fashion, and snowboarders’ styles 
haven’t put it back. Their late-grunge, 
“street” look - ba ggy shapes in drab 
colours - wouldn’t bring a smile to any- 
body’s face, the only mild diversion being 
its reading material: the proudly displayed 
labels fBiUabong, Fishpaw, fat Face) and 
bizarre slogans (one C&A teenager's 
parka carries the message “A special 
design for your great pleasure to wear", 
another the more enigmatic “MCP-9169"). 
Similarly, in this year’s racks of technical 
skiwear uniforms, the decorative elements 
are largely textual, each one canying a 
handful of swing tickets (“the Christmas 
tree effect", C&A’s Martin Phillips calls it) 
proclaiming the virtues of its hi-tech fab- 
ric. Competition for expensive, “breath- 
' able" Goretex is tough, since Thctel ®, 
EcoTemp™, Superskin®, Entrant GH”, 
Kaporous® and Rhino Skin™ not only live 
and breathe, but sing and dance, too. 

But the dark days are now over. I 
expressed some cynicism about next sea- 
son’s trends to Snow+Rock T s Sharon 
Campbell: the Muoicfa declaration that 
menswear would somehow combine snow- 
boarding styles and technical skiwear 
under a buzz-word taken from this sea- 
son’s fashionable “carving" skis suggested 
desperation to me rather than confidence. 
And the “retro” look for women? That’s 


already retro: this season, Snow+Rock has 
been offering a one-piece “pilot" suit that 
looks like one of Amelia Ear hart's cast- 
offs (price £479). 

Campbell insists, however, that “next 
season die fashion element is coming back. 
Sales have been excellent at Snow+Rock 
this year, particularly of high-priced items: 
the demand for ‘cheap-and-cheerful’ out- 
fits is declining, and the Mr Mountain look 
[the rugged, recession-style clothing 
adopted from mountaineers] las had its 
day. The manufacturers have had'a very 
good season, too." she adds, “so there’s 
more money- and confidence -going into 
their outfits for next year." 

The “carving” look for men may be hard 
to define (the Swedish company, Mover, 
has embroidered a razor blade on one new 
jacket's lapel to establish its carving cre- 
dentials), but Campbell identifies “a more 
streamlined shape, with a shorter jacket - 
half-way to a blouson gathered slightly at 
the waist”; the bright new colours include 
apple green and yellow. Retro outfits for 
women are a certainty: “the wasted jacket, 
with stretch trousers, looks very good on 
them," she says. And she is still optimistic 
about the tight-fitting “pilot” suits - a retro 
look made possible by a new technology 
for thinn er insulation materials. . . 

There will also be a retro look for men. 
But I don't think my puffy bluejacket and 
baggy black salopettes. 1988-ayie, are 
quite old enough yet to qualify. Perhaps I 
should do my bit to brighten up the slopes 
by buying something streamlined next 
season, maybe with a hint of peplum and 
soft smocked inserts? Perhaps not.. 


Quietly sloping off with the family 

Lucy Hodges spent half-term in the Italian Alps at the new resort of Montecampione 



The only thing 
that worked on 
air-conditioned 
stock was the 
supplement you 
paid for it’ 

jJ ]P"*hail service,” says a new 
report from a thoroughly 

a \ reliable source, “continues 
to slide into oblivion, as the newly 
privatised railways simply dispense 
with those few passenger trains they 
inherited." 

You may be relieved to learn that 
the country thus described is not 
Britain, but Brazil. The source is the 
new Thomas Cook Overseas 
Timetable, published today at £8.40. 
Its stoic air of resignation about life 
for the train traveller in Latin .Amer- 
ica makes Britain's rail system seem 
a picture of perfection. 

The last edition reported lhaL in 
Ecuador, "all ENFE railcars have 
broken down and norhing is actually 
running at all." Evidence in the new 
timetable suggests this started a 
trend: “The organisation contracted 
to run passenger services on Bolivian 
Railways.’ reports the Editor, “has 
apparently ceased to operate any 
passenger trains." 

Further north. “FNM in Mexico, 
in the throes of privatisation, still 
manages to provide some sort of ser- 
vice. although timekeeping is erratic. 
All diners arc officially off. and 
sleepers run only at weekends, and 
then only on two trains... A recent 
traveller assured us that the only 
thing that worked on air-conditioned 
stock was the supplement you paid 
to travel in it." 

At least the compilers have help- 
ful contacts in Latin .America. If this 
year should find you travelling to 
Lebanon, please spare a thought for 
the loneliness of the Thomas Cook 
team in Peterborough: 

“Lebanon has been a difficult nut 
for us to crack for a long time now. 
as no-one there really wants to talk 
to us.” 

“Please don’t take all those silly 
Spanish coins home with you." 

When the cabin steward on my 
Airtours day trip to Seville made this 
announcement. I cynically suspected 
(a) Anglo-chauv inism. and/or (hi a 
ploy to boost the profits ot Britain's 
second-largest tour operator. But the 
appeal for' loose change was in Fact 
intended to amplify the funds of the 
Variety Club of Great Britain. .And 
if you need any more persuasion to 
give to a good cause, take nme that 
the peseta in your pocket may be 
worthless. 

The treasury in Madrid has 
announced that older designs of 
coins arc no longer legal tender in 
Spain. Old versions of the one-, 
five- and 25-pesela coins will not be 
accepted by shopkeepers. So instead 
of saving your spare change for the 
next trip to Spain, you may as well 
give the money to Airtours- which 
has special arrangements for con- 
certina old pesetas into new pounds 
for the Variety Club. 


I talians ski as they drive: they’re fasL 
pushy and dangerous. But don't let that 
put ynu oft skiing the Italian Alps. We 
have just had a pleasurably restful half- 
term week at a small, purpose-built resorL 
Montecampione. perched above Lake 
Iseo. twb-and-a-half hours north cast of 
Milan. Yes. the crazy skiers and their snow- 
boarding pals were out in force at week- 
ends. whooping and jumping their way- 
down the slopes, but the weekdays were 
blissfully quiet - empty mountains, no lift 
queues, and gallant attendants who made 
a point of helping women skiers off the 
chairlifts. What more could you ask? 

Montecampione is a new resorL built in 
the last five years and still undergoing con- 
struction. Straddling three mountains, it 
boasts two hotels, hundreds of apart- 


ments. ice-skating. and 25km of slopes, as 
well as bars, restaurants and eateries. Most 
important of all. it has an elaborate arti- 
ficial snow-making system. 

We had brilliant weather all week: 
azure blue skies, dazzling sunshine, lumin- 
ous sunsets, not a snowflake in sight. It has 
apparently been thus for a while. .After 
heavy snow' earlier on. it has been warm 
and sunny this month. And so the snow- 
making machines have come into their 
own. pumping out the soft stuff to coat the 
icc wilh a layer of skiable powder. Those 
slopes that did not have machines were 
lethal - to be avoided at all costs. 

We were lucky that Montecampione was 
about our levci. There were black runs, 
notably Nero Canalonc. a thin tube that 
descended at a right angle, and Rossa 


Dosso Bcccherie. which was manageable 
before the sun had transformed the layer 
of ice/ snow into slush. 

This was not much of a place for the 
experts. Nor was it a paradise for mogul- 
jumpers. In fact, there was not a mogul 
field to be seen, just the occasional acci- 
dental hump where a snow machine had 
spewed out too much product. Those seek- 
ing thrills did have slalom racing, however. 
The two steep slalom runs were patron- 
ised almost continuously by speed freaks 
and given a wide berth by the rest of us. 

But the scenery was still pretty awe- 
some. Once you had ascended to a peak, 
the ski area opened up into a lunar land- 
scape of wide runs and rolling bowls with 
breathtaking views of the southern Alps 
tapering off layer by layer to a distant hori- 


zon. From the top of the highest runs you 
glimpsed the dark water of the lake below. 

Our week was transformed by Mimo, a 
ski instructor who spoke ski-lingo English. 
Like many skiers, we are stuck in an inter- 
mediate rut, able to parallel-ski down most 
slopes but only in a hesitating and inele- 
gant fashion. Mimo reminded us about 
raising and lowering our trunks and hold- 
ing our arms out as if we were canying a 
tea tray. In between lessons we worked at 
pretending to be waiters on skis. 

We travelled to Montecampione as 
independent skiers, swapping a two- 
bedroom timeshare in Plymouth, New 
Hampshire, for a studio flat in our Italian 
development It was the most convenient 
location of any ski resort we have stayed 
in, being situated just above a chairlift and 


the ski pass office. Another of its great 
advantages, for someone who suffers from 
altitude sickness and has spent many 
unhappy hours feeling ill in Colorado, was 
that it was low, 1,827 metres,, probably 
another reason for the dearth of snow. 

The main drawback was a lack of eat- 
ing places. Food figures large on any ski- 
ing agenda. Our bit of the resort contained 
a pizzeria where we ate three times and a 
trattoria where we ate once. Full stop. 
Otherwise you had to venture down the 
treacherous 11km of hairpin bends to 
Lovere, where there was more choice. We 
did find one family-run establishment 
locally, the Legazzuolo, which provided 
hearty home-made stuffed pastas and 
rich stews, and good red vino da lavola. It 
was a great antidote to the pizzeria. 
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PARADISE FROM ONLY £699* 

Departures: 1 May to 14 December 1997 

INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: 



What pnee paradise? Less than you could possibfy imagine 
on this incredible value holiday. 

•cull stay in the famous resort of Waikiki on the island of 
Oahu. There are so many ©.citing things to see and do - 
laze on the legendary two and a half mile long beach, visit 
Pearl Harbor, Sea Life Pak, the ertiort volcano Diamond 
Head, the Polynesian Cultural Center, perhaps spend a day in 
die dazzling capital of Honolulu. 

For watersports enthusiasts there's surfing, sailing and scuba 
diving and the restaurants, shopping and nighdife are ■ 
fantastic. In short, there's something for everyone, you stay 
in the Outngger Mate Sty Court Hotel. Facilities include 
pcol, whirlpool spa, snack shop, cocktail lounge and TGI 
Friday's restaurant. 


♦ 6 rughis' xcommodenon shamg a twn toam 
with private facilities 

♦ Srheduled midweek flights to HonoUu from 
Lcodon Heathrow 

♦ Traditional Lei yeetmg 

♦ Holiday Delay Insurance 

♦ Airport taxes, secwitydsrgesaridAir 
Passenger IXity 

♦ Services of Page S. Mo/s local represertatives 

♦ Akpcn/hotel transfers 
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Complete the cotpon in block capitals and 
send to. Hawaii Holiday, Ibge & May ltd.. 
136-140 London toad, Ldceaer LE2 1EN. 
Orcdl the 

HOLIDAY BROCHDRZ HOTUME on 
81 It 930 7676 and quote ref- FQ7204/060 
(24hr answeiphone). 
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^ The spectacular flora of Northern 
. " Cyprus is unlike. anywhere in the. world. 

* Sitting amongst the multi colours of the 

. W Crown Anemone at Arapkoy Lawrence 

■’ Ourrel mused that .'the field appeared 

at first sight to be populated by a million butterflies’. 

The natural beauty hoe stirs all her visitors. Warm 
dear seas and uncluttered beaches fringe a hinterland of 
pine-scented hills, citrus groves, and endless intriguing 
A antiquities. North Cyprus is truly 

the spirit and soul of Cyprus. - ‘ ' 
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fSJORXH Tel 0541 55 56 50 

^ ^ ICT for a brochure, 

■ -rKUS or call 0171 631 1930 

The Spirit and Soutof Cyprus far more information. 
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MARCH SPECIAL! 
SCHEDULED RETURN FLIGHT TO 
SYDNEY, CAIRNS OR BRISBANE £549 

CONDITIONS APPLY 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 
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194 Kensington High Street * UJMMNW8 7flG 
Uwg Haul Flights 0171-9303939 
First & Business Class 0171-938 3444 

215 Kensington High Slieel • LONDON WB6BD 
Transatlantic, fl European: 0171*337 5400 

42-50 Harts Court Road • LONDON WB 6FT 
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Worldwide Flights: 0117-929 9000 
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Worldwide Flights 0141-3532224 
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NEW ORLEANS - ‘ £285 
ORLANDO £139. 

PHILADELPHIA .. £235 

PHOENIX. £285 
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SAN FRANCISCO • £285 

SARASOTA .. ' £255 
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Alamo Rent A Car from £15parweek 
ratal Hotels from £24 per person 

ORLANDO HOTUNE 
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Travel 

Advertising 

continues 

overleaf. 



AM STERDAM from tusm u 

B ERGEN from ? 145 re - 

BRUSSELS (.om £7B — 

DUBLIN from E7B_rcti 

EDINBURGH from E59 retl 

FRANKFURT from ET25rcn 

GLASGOW from £S9jeti 

LEEDS B RADFORD from 

NI CE from E149_ret 

PAL MA from E119ret 

PARIS trom CT — — 

PRA GUE from E164_rc] 

TEE SSIDE from 

ZURICH from 

Return fares from London Heathrow. 
Contnci your 'ccal trave! aqmt or can far dfiaifc on 


0345 554 5 54 or 
0345 I FLY BM 














































Overseas TVavel 


Overseas Travel 


USA & CANAD 

Satst (joust 



Hie Complete Escorted lour Experience With Our VIP Local 
Sendee Offered Roe From Over TNO UK Prints On Afl Dates! 

L and of the maple, mountain ash, red oak and scarlet sassafras, 
among many other wonderful trees and flowering plants; of 
abundant wildlife and moose-inhabited forests; North America's 
Eastern Region is a glory largely undiscovered by the casual visitor Titan's unrivalled 20 year’s experience 
of organising tours to the region takes our clients into the beguiling byways to uin-of-the-way villages and 
true gems of American rural life. Naturally the ‘big name' attractions are included in our tours, from 
Niagara to Boston, but our more leisurely pace and routings provide an entirely different quality 
experience. And you can be sure that when we visit New York dty you will stay at a hotel in tnidtown 
Manhattan, where the big attractions, such as Fifth Avenue, Rockefeller Centre, Central Park, Tunes Square, 
Grand Central Station and Radio Qty Music Hall are all literally within strolling distance. The difference is 
the detail - never more evident than in the when we invite you to visit America’s ‘secret garden’. 


EASTERN EXTRAVAGANZA - 15 days from £995* 

♦ Sen- in three of Canada's roos fascinating ♦ Slay ta New York, enjoy a diy lour and ♦ Discorer ibe elegance of Boston. 

□lies - Montreal, Ottsma and Toronto. take your own bile of lbe Big Apple- Philadelphia and Washington. 

♦ Experience the wonder of Niagara Falls- ♦ Reha ta ibe cafes and ban of Newport, ♦Journey ihinngb ibe heartland of New 

♦ Travel the Freedom Road to Ledneion Rhode bland and sfea ±e spot where the England, knew in its spring and M 

where the Bra shots of the War of Mayflower boded. colouis. 

Independence were Bred. 

NEW ENGLAND HIGHLIGHTS - 10 days from £875* 

♦ l\ro night stay in fabulous New York to ♦ Explo rati on of Harvard University's ♦ Included visits and ad m issi on s to the 

enjoy all the 'Big Apple' has to offer delightful location at Cambridge romantic water-front recreation of 

♦ Explore Newpon with its millionaires ♦Tour of Boston with ample time to make Mygic Seaport and^sntrbrid ge ‘s 1 8th 

manswns and Stockbridge trith its jour own discoveries. century working village CMnimmkjt 

famous Red Lion Inn. 

MAPLE LEAF TRAIL PLUS NIAGARA FALLS - 11 days from £945* 


♦Follow the trail of the greatest 
concentration of Maple U roves in 
North .America. 

♦ Exploration of the Eastern Townships 


including North Hatln; Ai_ 
Bohon. Kuowfaw and the 
villages of Lake Meguuic 


.Austin. 

lakeside 


♦Tune to explore die charming environs 
of Quebec City, with its old walls and 
fasaiutuig jumble of cobbled streets 
and leafy squares. 

♦Ifeo nights In* luxurious retinal 
Toronto hotel with a visit to 
bnmhiaking Niagara Falls. 


> Away from it all stay in the laorentians 
at the beautiful resort of Somte Adete. 

♦ Journey along the stunning Charlevoix 
coastline with an indnded whale 
watching cruise in the A Lawrence 
Rhec 



Our Service Makes a World of Difference! 

01737 760033 


To receive your brochure and details of hmv tn bank please cafl 
our 24 hare brochure bnffiae or return Via completed coupon faefon. 


2850 


Hi# 


dABTAJ 


MOOT 


OFFICE OPENING HOURS 
Monday tn Friday Sam-7pm 


*n» IK OmraiM nvond Arpol tawnga Oft) lam*f CIO per person and nstaq to CO pr pom 
in Hwitti 19971 h am kzxted In Ha pro «l jhocjvftdm and.* to nddM Kfunrica. _ 

aii Canada iPi^lifidlnfor^^ (please tic*) 

BrnrtSH Airways | Eastern Extravaganza □New England rtghfcftfsQ Maple InafTraiQ 

j USA Q Canada □AestralasoQ South Africa □ThabndQEuopeQCniseSTou'Q 
i Name 


Special Interest Holidays 



mail g«mp exploratory hoMdaya Ibnl see more 

• Cultural Tours ♦ Nature Tours 

• Easy KHkes • WtMemess safaris 

• Major Treks ♦ seatreks 

• River Journeys ■ Taflsfdp voyages 

In offbeat Europe, Greece, Turkey, Egypt, 

Middle East. Morocco, Mall, East & South 
Africa, China. Japan, Southeast Asia, Thailand, 
USA. Canada, Latin America, Australia, 

New Zealand & Pacific. 

Over 170 uniQUB adventures. From a days lo 6 weeks, 
prices from £339 to £3945. 

Csfl for cotour brochure 

■a 01252 344161 (Mmj 

MWAnmmjliiMBje 

Explore Worldwide QNJ, 

AUarshot, GUI HjQ 

Fully Bonded AJTO/ATOL No. 2595 




III YOUR 20'S Off 30’S AND LOOKING 

FOR A FUN ACTIVE H0UDAY? 

Then lain Oasis paries around the world tor walking, sightseeing 

and muttiactivBy haldays. 



Choose from: 

I (J 

South Africa, Morocco, 


Mediterranean Istamis, 


Canada. Russia. Egypt 


Englsh Late DfcWd 

AND LOADS MORE! 

Brochure: 


Tat 01707 373988 Fax: 333276 

|«|®LS 

Box 43 Watwyn Garden ALB 6P0 

vmw no 


Sunday. 


-3J30aro-5pm 


i Address. 


.Fbstcode. 


Titan Travel Ltd. H flours House, 26-30 Hofmethorpe Avenue, Radhfl, Surrey RH1 2NL 



Ai)v,-;yn i:h 
-Trcui'l- 


■ usaum. 

INDIA. 


■Tiekldnn F 

■ambling; 



«a.anuuTo 


Tel: 017687 73966 

(ir.uivi-nturi?? ran »!'■ nc 


Borneo 


DIVE SIPAtMfl. As men on TV Trak 
& Diva. Tet:tn 492 050225. 


Take-off For A Cm Break 


See The Independent’s 
Wednesday travel pages for 
the best in City Breaks and 
the latest flights. 


To advertise please call 
the Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 


YTHK INDEPENDENT 


France 


CFi'jrs/'- c/ass gficfe 

to chateaux and champagne country. 


Spend e> di«, divcuvenns Iht ipjrt line hitiorv ord culture at ihr 
Lout VjIIcv fjiiNinJ vhjmpiKfir counirv lor only tWj 
Depart* *i April Bnuk ihiw on 0990 1 34406, nuotinu INC I 
oi call Im oui Amchurc on 0800 444424. 


* yj**r <p SjtS*jr 


"Exploit Hit uortd Af An tAS^ 
pACt on A fceAl hoUdu*]" 


.vmW it •iMm if, riy/.in'iiij tiipl riahtsniUii IrJiihim fili n' 
III.- ir.nl.l Hiir-h ’illii rrfr.-Jiiii.j, inmhilli/ imuriii'1117 •mil gin.il fun 
r.m,- iminln-Jiil jiirhm-r, of hills. munnluhis 4 ijieni niwiml rilii’i 
Snhill mrr hnlfh. my nmi , ,«i d» drjmi'fuirs. All bJiftnip 

91m M. Umdniit* ’in in/fh-rt. ihrt ir min's 111 th JW + iliffulil 
IhJhhiip wrhiiliuii i nm~,vinitni skrtih}. Mom IfPt mlh 
UriN iu'-t I in h'lllilain oil ante Hr miltl. W'llL. I irk, 

||*[| i-i|4.iiv. ui|kw. iTitei-nni«7,»7 ■J.i-ibmV f.v <r o 

lil Free 1997 brochures 

hS Tel; 01707 331133 Fax: 333276. 

RaroUas Hofcdayo Bo 43. Welwyn Garden ALB 6PQ 
!5!T.' Ramhols i|i (to ppetewn 


Holidai's Afloat 


PRIVATE CRUISE atioard lux. BR 
crewed motor yacht Sips 6. 
Waters Kltng 1 917) year! 0181 346 
0515. 


Franco & Spain boaUng hobdayaon 
poocaful waleiways. Bridgowoler 
Travel. Brechura 0161 7U7 6TO4 


SORER LARSEN Toll Bti« Bffl&ng In 
Die Pacific. Voyages 6 lo 18 (toys 
Iran £448. Explore Worldwida 
AXTCt, 1 ATOL 2585 01252 144161. 


Acti\it>’ Hoh'da\-s 


BRITT ANV- Qotf. Iannis, sailing, 
pabnfng. horse ridhig. iwv ia-uts- 
Ing. Ask lor Hoflday Ideas In Brii- 
lany 0181-641-6060 ABTA V3267 


Travel Services 


ANNUAL WORLDWIDE travel Insur- 
ance covers you lor 365 days 
duration Includes £1 .000,090 
medical, plus baggage. Optional 
ovtok available Underwritten at 
Lloyds. Only £270 par parson. For 
further details call Marcus Hearn 
i Co. quoting ‘365 PoBcy' on 01 71 
739 3444 


Balearies 


MALLORCA - Hfll lor Snca. supart) 
sae-vtaurs. garden, pooL nr.beach, 
sips 6 003471 1832981 
VINTAGE SPAIN, tfa/torcan farm- 
houses vrtth pods. Unspoll areas. 
N> coast. Potanca & South-Easi. 
01 954 2*1431 ATTO ATOL 2787. 


Corsica 


CORSICAN 


An blind erf qmtmiLK mowitdn 
peaks, fragrant ptne lomts. 
crystal dear nwn. wHxrfalh 
and beautiful secluded beaches 
Small ft Fiwfldl, Aubcrgcs 
Mountain mm Secrel Pelreau 
BvKhude Villas and Apartment 
Oassn Hotels Fh-dnve Cycling 
V Humboll Ao.nl. L>moii W< BTJH 
-*c, riM ifi>: -An 


0171-385 8438 


CORSICAN PLACES. The Corsican 
specialist. Lovely range of villas, 
cartages, apis 6 hotels. Very 
Irfsndly. personal service Call !o» 
out 1997 brochure 01424 774366. 
ATOL 2647 Aim 


GUIDED WALKING In the msjasUc 
vabevs and mountains Of unspoilt 
Corsica Tel. Headwater (016061 
40522. ATTO 2421 ATOL 


SIMPLY CORSICA. □ bearer the 
MQdDananaan'9 bau-kopi secra. 
an (Eland of gtonous beaches and 
spectacular mountains, untar- 
nished by moss lourttm. Villas 
with pools, seaudo co Rages, 
maun min auberges and stylish 
holds. Call (0161) 993 93Z3. 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 AITO 


Cjjjrus 



MOST DAI ES AVAlL-\BLr. »n»- F.iaicr 
Including flight, air condi ironed villa and transfers 


;'>4ffS'Oii-nRi:x';i ’imi; prjcis. \vi iv rv/moui:? 


CYPRUS PARADISE <»«•> High Ri'hid. i on dun n i ; ur>.\ 

- 0181-343 8888 



Villas ind i ilbje huu-.es 
in nnl arras 


ECIALIST 

YPRUS 


Man 1 hjic J pii’JIrt: |u»,l. 
all have a ox included. 
ITn> Ih euli. fh -d.-Hv, c s'rlai 
iieuv. nunH.iuiKN Jinn; 


llji inin, llcilhfim. 
fijrukrV. I.ulim Mjnrhe.l'.-i 


81-847 4748 



Don't forget 
to mention . 
The Independent 
when replying to 
adverts 


Germany 


EIFEL. BLACK FOREST, Bavaria. 
Chamdng small hoteb bn E22pp & 
apts Im £293 pw Also Austria. 
Slovenia S Croatia. Auto Plan 

01543 257777 


GERMANY - Daffy low cost nights 
arid hotel accommodation. Afl 
malar credit cards. Please cafl 
German Travel Centra 0161 429 
2900. ABTA 90685 ATOL 2977 
IATA. 


MOSW1N TOURS ABTA V1B96 
ATOL 2808 ft AITO. True special. 
isis lor Germany. AM types ol hofl- 
daya. Tat (0116) 271 9922. 


LOT. Owners orter quaflty bum- 
houses. some with pools Slaap- 
mg 2,' 12. £140-£1500 (01544) 
326456 


BRITTANY: Dordogne. Cole d'Azur 
6 more. Lovely vHlas, many with 
pools. Sunsalecl Villas. ABTA 
V7278 BrOCfv: 0161 707 8794 


NORMANDY (MANCHE) farmhouse 
In 2 aores. 20 min» beeches. 4 
dble bedrooms, gas CH dish- 
washer 8 TV From £120 pw 0181 
840 0572 

BRITTANY STONE COTTAGE quiet 
rural surroundings. Close lo Si 
Mata. Dinan.Fr £100 pw. D1473 
213563 (day) 01473 254406 
levrei. 

PROVENCE a small selection ol 
exclusive privately owned houses 
lor 8/14 people All wtih pool 8 
maid. All year avail. 
£975'£4S00pw. Brochure 0HB9 
404261 

DORDOGNE. More than 50 deOght- 
ful nrtas. many with pools. All 
dates Suns elect viHas ABTA 
V72278 Brochure. 0161 707 8794 

HQ VAN. FuRy equipped Hat in mad- 
am complex with snsransig pool 
Sleeps 4. Beach I km. DetaBs lef 
Alan 00 33 546227799. 

TARN valley: Clwnnlrg village 
farmhouse Spectacular area. 
5k» 87. IM. 131273] 720*82 

CYCLE TOURING in Brittany from 
£193 per week. Breton Bikes 
01579 350379 

LOIRE. Quality chateau/ gnes. Sip 
2!S. Ci-ase to god. vineyards, 
chateaux, beam countryside. AvaO 
Easten summer (01799) 542653. 

NORMANDY . Peaceful country cot- 
tage. Unspoilt, relaxing. Sips 5-7. 
Due lo cancellation now avaflable 
tor Easter OT 323 895838 


DORDOGNE CHAMBRE D’HOTE 
dfala im In very quiet wooded vbf 
ley JuM £25 per night (2 people 
sharing). UK 01273-390411 or 
France 0033409049*8 
ALPINE & Annecy v«agea lovely 
opts G hotels. Lakes & Mountains 
01329 B44405 ATTO 
DORDOGNE. Large stone cortege 
near Periguetn. Braniome. Rib- 
erec. Sleeps 6/7. All mod. cons. 
Patio, garden. Tel/Fax 0033 
553045703. 

COTE D'AZURE. Beautiful I bed 
HaL Sips 4. Terrace with 
panoramic views, pool, parking, 
close to vBage. mntaUa Easier Fr 
£200 pw. Teh D1 71 37ffi791. 

NEAR DURAS . SW FraictL A hmwi 
ol peace (staeptng 5). Rurally shu- 
ated, near lake and goad local 
rastoraams. Tm 01862 734187 
NORMANDY Giles De France. 120 
coastal ft rural cotta. Normandie 
Vhcances (01922) 725705 AITO 
CYCLING OR WALKING. Hotel to 
hold tours, wtti luggage carried. 
Or single centre holidays. Bane 
France. ATOL ATTO. 01882 
890885 

BRITTANY Comfortable stone cot- 
tages in peaceful farmland. 15 
mins from North Coast beaches. 
Avail from May 2«ttv 00351 82 
358168. 

DORDOGNE: Lovely old country 
house. Fufly modwrilaad In peace- 
ful hamlet nr PerigeuexJ bad- 
rooms. Large secluded wafled gar- 
den. Pool. Sleeps fl.From t6 
Aug£400pw.Tg| 01 727 838530. 
CYCLING S WALKING ki umflacov- 
ered Franca. Great food, frtentfly 
hotels, bags moved. Headwater 
(01606) 48899 AITO 2412 ATOL 
ARGELES. SOUTH FRANCE. Prtv 
bungalow sips 8 Ige gdn. paUoa. 
garage, dose to beadi. town, raiL 
Td (0141) 8121774. 


Greece 



Oman 


Palos. Corfu. Lrfkas. VlenuiMi 
llhau. CrpbalMila. ZaLjullnf 
Cuhttrumuoltf Grttk holidays 
ontrtfrpm the mahutrraoL 
PrtMu vUlai with pooh, hotels 
and antaget tn beaattfid mupotk 
locations by the tea and inland. 

0181 995 9323 

Aim vies: cdl ire *nn 



fianble -Wondering ' hotidoyo 

0181 995 9323 

tantlSST ATOL 19XZ Aim 


Greek 

Islands Club 


Villa and hotel hohdavs 
for those who espear 
privao-. coml'ort, per- 
scm.il service and bejun- 
hil surraundings. For a 
bnxhtin: telephone: 

01932 220477 

htlp^/uru-w vch.tn.iiWMlLu/ 


If you wish to advertise in this 
section please telephone the 
Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 


IUOS TRAVEL Our personal choice 
of DBdttkmal propertto* on totals- 
ma. Zokynthos. Paros, Naxos, 
Sblalhos. Ska pel 03. Aionlssos & 
Poitou, Ottoman style rtousos 8 
cottages dose to the see In 
Turkey 01403 2S87B8 124 hnl 
ABTA ATOL 1452 ATTa 


SPRING FLOWERS, breathtaking 
views & empty beaches. Discover 
VUafilem Crele (ram sc viHages 
houses. Pure Ctaia roiai) 780 
0878. ATOL 27S7. 


REDISCOVER GREECE. CftwaeMr- 
fd 6 trad houses A apts on 
delightful Islands. Elystan HoS- 
davs - 01580 766599. 


GRECOF1LE A F1LOXEM1A Mota- 
land specialists ft unusual Wands. 
ViBas A flydrtve. Aid AJto. 0142S 
375999. 


Kefalonia ,tho (rmisi ol the 
lodan.Stay In me Doautitul vffiago 
of FIscardo.For brochure call 
Wingspan 0121 457 B897 




The specialists m travel toe 

GALAPAGOS* 

btsrtd Qm^Nnd BoftfaToan 

0181 747 8315 

Low ml 

0181 747 3108 

Manbote offks 

0161 832 1441 


: atiaJubLni fwiaoua 



TrekAmerica 

Small c rouf adventure holidays 


NoMv Icwm Itorrt 
Amnea Uu 


TrakAmerica..-! 



HHtfaig 
CHy Stops 
NuKbhI IWh 
Moaotais BIUsj 
KmsabadrRUhg 
WkHmnfir Rrftisg 
■dndiiHn- 


«mnuM4M . 


Portugal 


/ i i ( ii*pd hit ‘lit l ilUi: 


DISCOUNT DUE TO STRONG f 

upu>3nacaiU^rfr«w4<»4W 


link boM cbbsmi. b*dp™4. U* «■ 
a *w Horn BELA VgfADA LU7 


W.IIKSAU SAUMA.LUZ 


^HUA^LZ 


PAROUE DA FLORESTA 
HbmJ ImVm writ motoot pari. o«. 

tewab Tore* >»~b. dnh 

SCHOOL SUMMER HOLIDAYS ■ 


MA l .AJTg GLMJ IK£AL^-^/f°" 


WAHCH-APKIL II1V.4 


1 * ALTO OOLF AND OCH. IVTRY CLUB 


l ei: 01473 0 10324 


PORTUGUESE 

Att A * r 


QeaPly i Blf si— 8 *■ 
■Mgafficoat cobAil aod •- 
n» inu » sdlac H en d cottsga 
retreats set la dM haart d lbs 
glorious. wpoOt mwwjyi We . 
Mast preportiox havo pints. 


ALGARVE 

SINTRA AUMTUO 
5D Humbolt Rond. landsnWfiBQH 

anmannn JJmrttb 


■ram) 1 


0171-385 4775 


8UNV1L DISCOVERY. Flexible fly- 
(Mvaa north to south. Character 
BB Poussdss, Manor Housm. 
nos Azores. Madeira. Diet <847 
4746 ATTO ATOL8Q8. 


ALGARVE. Casa Sonho vffla nr 
A Ivor. Sips 6. Maid, own pod, 
BSO. Sat TV. Convenient port, 
beach, bars etc. TW. (01 428) 
281624. 

VINTAGE PORTUGAL. Cottages 
wtti pods In imspoflt North. 
01 064 281 48 1 . ATOL 2787 AITO 
SIMPLY PORTUGAL. Truly IndMU- 
uN vffias wffii pools, giorioua 
manor houses fisatoctod hotels & 
pauaadas ill gw Ms tasdnsUng 
country; ptae fladda ■Wandering' 
holidays end dty breaks. (0181) 
895 area. ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1882 
AITO. 


If you wish to advertise 
in this section please 
telephone the Travel 
lfeam an 0171 293 2222 



LATE OFFERS catered ctwMtt In 
Frasice, Austria, Swta 8 Canrafa. 
Ski -mat 0181 9488922 ASIA 
ATOL 

MSUBGL, FRANCE: MS. tor up(o Sl 
AS year: «W/ mountain WW relax, 
aof. pbta 1- laoL 01388 B2812S 


^Don'tfoi^t . 
to mention^ 
The Independent ^ 
When replying to'ig 
adverts 


Russia 



INTO SIBERIA. 

OUT 2 F THIS WORLD 1 




Travd independently with Irttourist on the world's longest 
train adventure from Moscow to Vladh/ostok. Alternatively, 
take the Trans Manchurian or Irans Mongofian RaUways to 
Be^ng. Journey prices start at just £285. CaB Intowist Travel 
now for more details. 


LONDON MANCHESTER ' GLASGOW 

0171 538 8600 0161 834 0230 0141 2045809 




Pkese send me mm fnfimulwr «w Jetomist hotitbu/s. 


IS 1 3 


Address 


postcode 


Hi Jntoout Znud £uL Jntomist House. 219 Mask VM. Jjoedoa SI* 9PD. 



INTO SIBERIA 

FROM INTOURIST TRAVEL LTD.- 

Now you can. 



TRANS - SIBERIAN - MONGOLIAN 
or MANCHURIAN RAILWAY 


... the choice is yoursJ from only £355 
9 nights, Moscow to Beijing) 

'escorted group adventures ‘services for individuals 
'adventures for the budget conscious 


T 'Krt'Sti' * cal1 0541 55 1163 f0r a brochure 

jflWte?.:? or 0131 742 8612 for advice 


Italy 


rSCANY. 
UMBRIA 

& COASTAL 
REGIONS IN ITALY 

ErUr Prime V3ai and 
findaooB with SwnflBu? 
fa* Nik vU laris Go** 
EnxOaKkflo«tcdgc/y 
jxice u or city 
deri wiik she 
oodhs ifircd. 


TUSCA1W NOW 
0171 272 5469, 


CAREFREE 

ITALY 


01 293 552277 

KUO CUMUttOJE. Wfftt. CUWMHeU 
I • I I L E 1 If fk£ 
FAIHHOIISIS ft 
_ Y I L L ft S 
V874S 4 FAST HI NTS 13335) 


IDYLLIC ITALY 


The i 


munnTndc m cowl VnU«. 
FjnnbouKi. Cads*. ChamuOR 
Counayude and Cry Hurd*. 

Bmranng 



ABratXKis: _ 

i=016I 707 8795 sml 


Traditional farmhouses, 
rill as and apartments in 
Italr's prettiest regions. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143683 

QUOTE 1252 Or wrtle'to: 
Lvanzr m Italia, Dept Uii, 


Hat Susa RH201QD. 

VACAN2E IN n-ALJA 



Italy 


'iisuanv 

^ ^iibria 


Traditional country 
v(Bo-apiiituwitt with pool, 
dsarmttig btttnuae hatch md 
finahln Jtydrtve boBdayv. 


"Crmid Tearing', Painting end 
Cookery koBdayj phu than, 
bradat to Florence. 

0181 995 9323 

ARAYUST ftTOmUM AITO 



■»£> - 


*} §. 


S « - 


*= -» 5 


a-3 






i *, s 


g 1 




01822 720731 


St PETERSBURG. City breaks 
brochure INTERCHANGE 0181 
881 3812. AT0L2429 


Spain 


SKSKSfc 

SPMT 

' TrmUtfarixifti ... 
cnnHtry houaea. vllJsft 



Steam da Gredria sreri PtoAOriraa . 
.At* Madrid. Hat. tfp»G+. MmI 
alto araringtaaritog. area.' Tab 

■ JDT6CZ711208 ' 


HBtORCA. CtoM nri a bdrm, 2 
both vMa. nr aand y b a »rh - Ronl 
from £548 ta ra dglrt. 01329 


COSTA DEL SOL' BBoahnadansc. 

Matt refamreonm m t. 


CASAS CAMTABWCaS 1887 
brochure at caMeBWMtys In 
unepori re g i an a ot N 
S Portugal. 01223 328721 

AITO. 


ANOALUC1A. RONDA. Unga old 
fainbauaawB) poof, RAM, wok*, 
cydog. M. (DIBI) 340 4480. 


CATALONIA. BftBt .i i l a Ctl O n He vfl- 
toa & apre with pooia & I hMl 
S panish Harbore (9117) 8880777. 


VTtnMtE SPAIN. Coontry bouaaa 
with pooia la uragjori area* of 
Catalunya AAndriuda. Nr coa st. 

01964 281431 AITO ATOL 2787 


T\irfeey 


(irkr\ 


Etempe the i 

Mftftu reafrB ef rural cottage*. 

vWm wftfr primate poott mi ' ' 
friadSy hatch. PUwymrJUxMe 


hanratkeBdajn. gahrerahtag 

■ . mad fattM rij ha h . . . 

0181 995 9323 

1BHYUST MLNatflO- 



WIOTER SUN to North Cypcu* bom 
£288 tor 2 weetai. ol RKtoahre. 
k«ra TraireL 0171-383 7701. Atol 

Ml» - 


DtSCOVBf) Ore boauty of Turiray 
kora aboard privoiaBRerawwd 6 
barihraotoi yariH (Sthyoai) 0181- 
346B515. 


Italy 


1 TRADITIONAL^ 
TUSCANY- B 

~igL 

m 



Manor houses &. cottars oo 
bictoric &nily4un estates m 
peaceful Tuscan countryside. 

SEW, FL08ENUNE HUS, 
UOOANB(SDQ,LEMARCSE 
Easter AooSabSity 
| 0181 297 1470 fragaart 


LA SELLA TOSCANA Vftry apadal 
. farnihaes-vBlasS Apts la a around 
onchanUng mocDevnJ San 
GtoUgnana boaraon Horenco a 
1997 hroctvUI 81 ^22-5218 


TUSCANY/Sicim Solacl pfDparflaa 
ki excatianl locaUons, pools etc. 
Colour Brochure 015384 31120 
ABTA V7333 


8UNVH. DISCOVERY HoxBda fly- 
drtvaft to TtoCMif 8 Umbria. Char- 
actor BB accora. Plus SJcfry. 
Lakaa, CMas. 01814347 4748 ATTO 
ATOL8O8. 


A TASTE OF TUSCANY VBaa,CoS- 


tams & ajda. For brochures caff 
Tatar-made 


2911450 


Tours 


01*1 


nAUAN COLLECTION Tuscany, 
Umbria. Abruzzo & Hadn. Baan- 
BM tarafmnes and oottagaa with 
private pookL'OtosTraval- 01403 
259788 (24 hrd ABTA ATOL 14E2 
AITO. •• - - 


APULIA, CALABRU. fflCUS; AmMB. 
UmDscoveretl South. Bowls, 
fanna, VSIas, Apia, Pods. (01694) 
722103 ATOL 4029. 


VStETIAN. APfWTTMQfTS baa a 
won d er f ul range of private ale 
' proportion to tot hi Verdes -Also 
Rome/ Flo ronce/tf erona/Venofo. 
0181 8781 130 Fox Ol 81 878 0082 


UMBRIAN PRO perns . Luxury 
atorSaml tramho u— and rantn 
VtHs Opts With POOL 003975 
8*12128 

ROME, FLORENCE. VB8CE. Sk%, 
Tuocany. Cwrtial apa rtm eda A **- 
las. Good rates. 018T 6B0 0082 1 
880 3800 aw. Fttx 880 0381 


TUSCAN country haute. ZJan from 
VhoL BAB Cl 8 pppn. DtenaranR- 
SU« 212. 01924782338. 


SAN GfMGNANO/ TUSCANY Fam- 
By run, rustic tannhoata racantty 
restored. Suparb vfawa. Pool 
W afta. Apts a« pare (£270- 
430pw). B8B 2 pare (£35-45 day). 
TM. StovanMateBa 0039-577- 

Him imn 

UMBRIA Extraantinary Rai In main 
modteval town on Lake Traal- 
mono. Large sunny terraca, 
ataapa 4. £280 pw. TW; 0131 
2283087, svo 0131 S67Z730 . 
CALABRIA. Our vfaa apis wHh own 
prito^luadngcovaa MowiSaal 
’ fflracL-Ooad. prieoaiOffll 318 
0844. 


LAKES,. UMBRIA, TUSCANY, 
Mamba,- SIcDy, Elbe. Hotete 5 
apt*, attractive prion. Hotels fm 
£22 BAB, apta wtih pool Bm C221 
pwiAuIO Plan 01543 257777 ; 
EASTH1 WKX. IkrantOLSth 
Briftiffi paopla at EngBshecwak- 
1 .. . n g 

hora&'franaleraMonwnaais^lg 
hteaobtg todudodJMOO one por- 
. aoiLSBOOtereijattaa a imaoagaat 
' 098-772) 7B1 tody. V'. 

VQtETO lakaekte, apt jlaapc tiff, 
good accass Vonloe/ DokxnheM 
- aoa W/Fax 01 99a-55842a - 




Independent and Independent on Sunday 
readers book Self Catering holidays. 
29L000 of our readers stayed in a rented 
villa, flat or cottage on their holiday last year! 

rrra 19961 


For only £4J2 a line inclusive of 12VT (approx. 4 words per line), you can 
advertise your holiday home and fill tiwserarancKS tiirougiwut the year. Your 
adrortiseriient will appear in The Long Weekenir section cf The Independent 
an Saturday andfar tie Travel & Money’ seetko cf the Sunday p^e: 


ALL YOtT HAYE TO fiOL.*: 


Either call The Travel Team arr 0T71 *2SS ^ 2222 
Monday to Friday between JOOOam.- SJOppm. : . . 

... ''or .. .. 

Fill in and return. the.' coupon below stating the 
werding you require and ' yoor payment nK&od. 
Psyment can be matte; by- <*equ&. : or by 
Accesa/V sa/A merican Expre^s/Dinera Card. 


Insertion Da ten; 

ClasaUlcationt 

I enclose a cheque 6br £ made payable to 

(-4J2 a line per insertion. £153 if both Saturday & 
Sunday are used I Newspaper Publishing P)c 
or debit my 

Atccss/'L’Isa'Aines/Diners account by £. 

Card No: 

Start Dale: Expio’ Date. 

Your Deliuls: 

Name 

Aridro*? 


Tei No: Evening. 

SifCnature: 


PiU in and send tm The Travel Team. Classified Advertising, Tbe Independent, 

One Canada Square, Canary Wharf; London E14 5DL. 
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lf§rld guide*® where & bfi mugged 


• l r^SySSrlB 3 ^... -• ^j ^t jbns should be 
? r .,tafcM jnxsrtjrtded areas such 


Advvp rTnSVAlu fwVi 


. — an/ increases in petty 


TV 4 ’ “ **** tWWU m.- 

Era&ag, m Sumatra andr 
whife climbing Mount ; 
Sibayak nearly. {The 
independent comnjenls that V ' 

ooe of our coir^ppndents : 

«iriy recently spent four • ! 
peaceful days in BrastagL “a ' 
mendiy, quiet little town. The 
place where you realty heed 
to watch out for yourself is 
Medan, an hour's bus ride 
away. People in Britsfogi will: 

waniyon ^tiratforeigneisin * 
this big city are invariably 
bassJed, prckpticketujg is rife 
and mugging common: 7 ’) 

ban: There has recently " 
been a number of cases of 
tourists being asked for 
identification by. bogus 
policemen, who have then 
made off with the visitors* 
wallets and currency. JCeep \ 
-passports separate from 
other valuables. ,"••• •• 

Madagascar: There is a 


. .xq^dkeL Do not carry 
excessive amounts of money 
wwear jeweDeiy, 

■" iwistwatches».etc. It is • 
advisable to carry a 
photocopy of your passport 

Sara Uone: Ihere has 

- l^^ mtipaeasem reported 

inihepastsbcmontbs.: 

. Swaziland; There is a 
jpowingnmuberof ‘ . 
muggings burglaries and car 
" ^P^trifctesbeii^ 

targeted. Several vehicles 
haye been taken at. gunpomt: 
It is inadvisable to pick up . 
hiltShSserSi ’ ; . 

Thnzanhfc Inddentsof 
muggmgand theft are 
common, especially on 

Readies. Fbod should not be 
. accepted from sCraogere as it 
may be drugged. Amfod car 

thefts, particularly ofibur- 

; wheel-drive v ehicle s, occur 
feiriy frequentJy, and may be 
acajatpamed bypersonal 
violence. 





San Sobasti&n - a sensual surfeit of sights, sounds and tastes 


PHOTijOKAI’H: RJCTURD TASSMi.iRE/TSW 


True or false 


The BBC will organise your holiday for you 

True, if you are prepared to endeavou 
pledge your holiday cash to the ideal ; 
the Corporation and let , . - budgeL.T 
BBC2 select a destination r wiH beca 
for you. The idea is that you and the ii 
give your holiday • during tb 

preferences and money to a •* . if this a 
team of experts, who will ; . • on OltSl-2 


endeavour to come lip with 
the ideal trip for your 
- budget. The ensuing holiday 
r wiH be captured on camera, 
and the results transmitted 
during the summer. •’ 

If this appeals, c&n Ginny 
on 01(51-244 3649;. \ • 


Basque out of the shade 


A likely story 

“The worlds favourite airline^ fomintless British Airwaysads 


Like the Garisberg claim— each category. British 
“probably the; best lager.m 7 ‘Airways scrapes in id .. 
the world” - BAs assertion . number 10 for "hehxfuiness 
is an easy obe to make: there / andtoanrier ofeabmerew”^. 
is no scientific standard for • " to BAs cha gri n,' its charter- 
judging mass-produced lager . rival Britannia is third,' • /. . 
or air travel But for British ._ behfod Singapore Airfares' 
long-haul leisure travellers and All Nippon Airlines of 


rates a mention. 'Ksdi^fcCatering^^ 

. The questionnaire, . J value for . .. 

completed by 1&000 Jsfwteg last category _ 

covered five. categories on- ' -was wem Caaly by A31- ■, 

more than 20 airlines. For ‘ '1 s Bpp^ which maty want'to * • 
politeness, Auslravel has ./ad^^stogaic^feTItake' 

pubUsbed only the top 10 in ' more care of you”. ; ; T '•'*!*'' 

• ■; • ; ■ • •• . r' " 

Bargain of the week 


T he freedom of • ; 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne: 
fly to the city with Gill 
Airways (0191-214 6666 ) r; 
for example from Aberdeen 
Belfast or Dusseldorf - keep 
hold of your boarding pass. 


and theauiine ticket deskat . 
Newcastfo aftpoit wiH give 
you a ticket for the Memo 
system to take you from the 
airport statiwi’to anywhere:: 
oniyneside.The offerruns 
for the whole of March. 


T his is, and yet isn’t Spain. The 
crowds of people taking an 
evening stroll through the old 
town, stopping off for a glass of 
wine, some tapas and a chat are doing 
what Spaniards da hut they’re doing 
ft more quietly, less demonstratively, 
and they're wearing overcoats and car- 
rying umbrellas- - 

’ Contrary to the popular saying, the 
rain in Spain fells mainly here, on the 
northern coast, which is why tourist 
brochures describe the local weather 
euphemistically as “mild and pleas- 
ant”. Surprisingly, it was the climate 
that first marked San Sebastian out 
as a tourist. resort in the mid-19th 
century, attracting Queen Isabella II 
andh» court away from the summer 
hett of Madrid to this elegant town, 
recehtty rebuilt after a disastrous fire 
mid blessed with' a beautiful beach. 
It’s, appropriately' named iq conclm 
j(tiih. sheli^’aridrit forms a perfect, 
senudrailaf 'biy, whose entrance is 
protected from the worst excesses of 
the Atlantic by a tiiiy island. 

■ . I’ve got a.soft spot'for /a concha. 
Twent 5 ^oddyearsago,I^ 3 entinyfirst- 
evex ni^it in Spain sleeping on it. 
lulled to sleep by the sound of toe 
waves and the. effects of a bottle of 
wine that I.vaguely remember costing 
10 pesetas That was in August, mind 
you. This time (in winter), Fm only 
: top bappy to find a comfortable bed 
m a hotel and stroU down to the beach 
after breakfast. 


San Sebastian is the capital of a culture that has 
finally stamped its name back on the map ... as well 
as the gastronomic dictionary, writes Mick Webb 


It’s on a Saturday morning like this, 
out of season, that you realise how a 
beach in summer can be a mass 
human barbecue. But today it's a park 
where people are walking their dogs, 
jogging, reading the paper, while 
from this esplanade a less active con- 
tingent of us ore happy to lean on the 
railings and simply watch. 

Basque culture has reasserted itself, 
and the language banned for 40 years 
by franco is now flourishing- The city 
has acquired a new name, Donostia; 
the hames.nbove the shops pod bats 
are full of tongue-twisting clusters of 
consonants - Zumacaldrriqui, 
Gtrikotxea; and the street signs are in 
two languages. Donostia has played 
its part in ETAs long and violent cam- 
paign for .independence from the 
Spanish state and, on a damp Friday 
evening, the; rush-hour traffic was 
slowed more than usual by a demon- 
stration of 100 or so. people moving 
sflentiyandpiuposefttlly through the 
city centre. They were bolding up 
placards with photos of their loved 
ones, ETA activists, who have been 
incarcerated in far-off Ceuta and 
MeJilla. It’s a regular Friday event. 


watched with mild hut respectful 
interest by shoppers and drinkers, and 
it reveals the other side of a city that’s 
best known fora host of international 
music and film festivals, and as a 
rather upmarket seaside resort 

The city has its fair share of inter- 
esting museums, and churches, as 
well as some excellent walks, and Fd 
thoroughly recommend a couple of 
hours spent watching the game of 
pelota. If s fast, furious and fun, par- 
ticularly the variety called nmoiue, 
which involves a wicker basket 
attached to the players’ wrists, from 
which a ball is propelled against a wall 
at phenomenal speed. And if you 
think the game sounds odd, its singu- 
larity is matched by the betting - old 
tennis balls stuffed with peseta notes 
are thrown between spectators and 
bookmakers through the ever-thick- 
ening cigarette smoke. 

The Basques are the great chefs of 
Spain, and here on their home turf 
their art flourishes. There are II 
Michelin stars scattered around the 
city's many restaurants, and the two 
best-known practitioners, Juan Mari 
Arzak and Pedro Subijana. convert 


traditional recipes into the most 
elaborate modern dishes. lust a 
glance at the menu of El Akelarre, 
Sr Subijana's restaurant, sends our 
taste buds into an uncontrollable 
spin: fricassee of Jambs' sweetbreads 
with vegetables and sauteed squids: 
hake fillets with clams in green sauce: 
citrus fruits in puff pastry with 
caramel: fresh cheese ice-cream. 

At the other end of the price range, 
in the bars of the old town, you can 
eat well from the varied and eolour- 
ful pintxos. as tapas are called here, 
though it is a good idea to like fish - 
particularly cod and hake, which 
reappear in 100 different guises and 
sauces. 

The Donostiarras are extraordinary 
consumers of fresh fish - they con- 
sume seven or eight times as much us 
most other Europeans. The fish mar- 
ket is one of the shrines of the city. 
This originated by necessity. Histor- 
ically, the poverty of this part of the 
Basque region meant that the only 
readily available source of food was 
fish, and the only major source of 
work was fishing. Now. by an irony of 
economic development, the relatively 


well-off residents of San Sebastian can 
afford to buy fish, and to use it as the 
basis of the new Basque cuisine. 

But there is another reason why the 
gastronomic arts have taken root 
here, hidden behind heavy doors. San 
Sebastian is foil of gastronomic clubs, 
whose members gather together to 
talk and drink, but mainly to cook, 
rivaling each other in the preparation 
of delicious meals. 

San Sebastian is very much the 
pretty face of the Basque country. If 
you go inland, the hills that provide 
such a scenic backdrop to the city con- 
ceal the valleys that themselves hide 
the rather ugly and forbidding villages 
crammed into them. I remembered 
from my first visit that what was odd 
about the interior of the Basque 
country was the way that traditional 
farming and quite large industrial 
plants and factories existed side by 
side. In these post-industrial days it 
looks even weirder, l drove up out of 
San Sebastian into a faint coating of 
snow along mountain roads, passing 
abandoned paper mills, gaum iron 
skeletons that might have been cre- 
ated by the great Basque sculptor, 
TxUlida. I had a verv clear recollection 


from my earlier visit of the lurid ycl 
low and creen rivers created by indus 


low and green rivers created by indus- 
trial effluent from the mills - and the 
hideous smell that arose from them. 
Not now, though: they are clean 
enough and fresh enough to star in any 
advert or eruee anv tourist brochure. 


A pilgrim’s slow progress 


Rob Gaisford seeks salvation in a Spanish stroll 


W e stood stiH eyeing one 
another warily and 
intensely* each waiting 
for the other to make 
the first move. The buffs horns, 
gleamed, burnished bronze under 
the declining Spanish surc The only 
cape I had was made, of waterproof 
plastic folded m my rucksack. 1 ^ was : 
an unwilling, unprepared toreador 
agains t one of nature’s finest beasts. 
The same scene must; have been 

enacted thousands of times over tire 

centuries in this hot, ^unyielding 
land. The outcome could .have been 
WO horrible to contemplate had nor 
a six-year-old boy appeared at that 
moment and ordered the animal 


into a neifty. bard for .mflkii^ 
I had; come by. sea- from Ply- 
mouth tQ'Santanttex and thence by- 

train to Lejfin to^ wriDtforsomb cSthie ; 




After 30 fc3bmetrcil v T hadTeached 
Hospital de; Orbigq, where 1 found 
this test of nty maaluxxl faloddng 

the route. Her name was Margarita. 

■Thfcyfljage is^ on the old pilgrim 
route from the Pyrenees to Santiago 
de Compostela. Santiago, or St 
James; was not -a grear success at 
converting Sp^hotthediscprery 
of his body, several hundred yeare 
after his death, caused Santiago de 
.Compostela to . become an impor- 
tant centre of '^gmiaage from all 
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overEuTOpe. "Mine was intended to 
he a short walkingholiday, not a pil- 
grimage, but I found myself drawn 
increasingly to the notion of reach- 
‘ ing Santiago, and hurried calcula- 
tions estabhdted that I could just do 
ft if I waQced30km a day. Pilgrims 
have a certain status in that pan of 
"Spain - passing motorists beep 
boms in recognition and small chil- 
dren shout "Old, paegrinoF My 
original, hedonistic : motivation 
became a more ascetic determ- 
ination to complete the journey. 

■ I awoke eariy the next rooming in 
my simple inn at Hospital de 
Orbigo, dislodged a dozy Insect 
fresn uty eye socket and let myself 

- out I male ntyway over the longest 
pilgrim bridge bn foe route. The sim 
' was just risii^ l»bihd raa'lightn^ 

up the distant, misty hills and get- 
ting a welcome from crowing cocte 
and howling dogs. A church clock 

- struck eight, twice. . . 

i ■ A Spaniard, Josh, then a French- 
man, Jean -Louis, overtook roe, 
walking briskly m contrast to my 
uneasy progress - the result of the 
previous day’s exertions. Thirty 
kilometres on the first day is too 
. much," observed the latter. 

At Astorga, I bought a double- 
iength walking-stick adorned with 
the inevitable cockleshell and a 
large, hollow representation of a 
medieval water-bottle- After 
Astorga, the flat plain known as La 
Maragateria gives way to hillier 
country. There are long distances 
between viDagesL 

After 30m, I reached Rabanal de 
Camino. where I was given a solic- 
itous welcome at a hostel, and 
greeted with astonishment by Jose 
and Jean-Lotus^ who had overtaken 
nre » ago. There is a rigid grad- 

ing system in Spanish hotels. The 
best are probably the comfortable, 
state-run panidors; the humblest 



Cross purposes: a 
pilgrim reaches the 
end of her journey 
to Santiago de 
Compostela 

PHOTOGRAPH: 

BRIAN HARRIS 


An cariy night, and then off again 
al eight trie next morning, this time 
at a snail's pace as 1 tried to force 
my unhappy feet into service. After 
a couple of hours, their objections 


lessened and I picked up speed. I 
stopped only for coffee in Ponfcr- 


are the simple fondos. A hostel is 
slightly more expensive and better 
furnished than a fonda. In this one, 
my room included half a bath. By 
walking up the wall above the taps. 
I could get most of my torso sub- 
merged. Bliss. 

I took my stiff and painful leave 
just before dawn to start the ascent 
into the mountains to the west. 
Some 350 metres higher and 6 km 
further on, my bruised and swollen 
feet led me past the deserted village 
of Fbncebadan. I remembered that 
there was said to be an iron cross 
near here. Traditionally, pilgrims 
add a stone to the pile at its foot 
Dutifully, I tossed a pebble on to 
what seemed a modest mound and 
passed on. A little further on, I was 
confronted by a giant pyramid of 
stones, spitting out on to the road. 
I hunted for another pebble, but ear- 
lier travellers had entirely denuded 
the ground of loose stones. 1 settled 
for replacing a dislodged rock. 

The wind was howling over these 
hills and rain threatened as I 
reached the village of Maijarin. It is 
uninhabited save for Tomas, who. 
with his wife, runs a small refuge for 
pOgrimsi He had seen me approach- 
ing and, as I turned off the road, he 
.appeared at his door and rang a dat- 
tety old bell, shouting "Biem-mido, 
peregrinor with such enthusiasm 
lhat further introductions were 


unnecessary. I accepted a coffee, 
which was a lukewarm liquid in a 
chipped tin mug. It was disgusting, 
Jean -Louis and Jose had already 
been there an hour and decided to 
set off again, leaving me to inspect 
some of the religious artefacts, that 
decorated, and probably insulated, 
the walls. I went on my way and 
found, to my astonishment, that 1 
was able to walk faster and more 


easily. After 3) minutes, I passed the 
others, explaining that I dared not 
stop and asking what they thought 
Tomas put in his coffee. 

This buret of energy lasted several 
hours and saw me down the road 
that runs through the village of El 
Accbo to within sight of Molinaseca. 
where I found a room at Hosiai El 
Palacio, beside the Romanesque 
bridge over the river Meruelo. 


stopped only for coffee in Ponfcr- 
radu and then hastened on again. 

Flatter now. the road took me to 
the ancient vilfage of Locahclos. I 
paused for a beer in an indifferent 
bar, where elderly men were play- 
ing a noisy gam e of cards, and then 
attacked the Iasi section of the days 
march, 10 Villafranca. By the time 
I got there, my blistered feet had all 
hut beaten my pilgrim will. Then I 
rounded a corner and stopped in my 
tracks. The declining sun reflected 
from a gleaming tiled roof. On one 
side of foe road stood a welcoming, 
only partly occupied parador. on the 
Other, one of nature’s weariest 
beasts. / cave in immediately. 


=• ,V-:'V 








.ViUri/tM 
ii /4 jfateVi Out 

tuu/niu ml fit nun. J tutthhf 

Ltnl of *p/A jilaM him* 
mtui Uemr time jutiej. tee U 

tit e*iy Cffut t y tm tit wrtJ mhert 
mtfietmt eilme. tit Umlaut Amt mm iestrt 
tUffimmt, m) keris ft*Ai hurt tr*us. 
mu, temitf mil), mte au unf mtft le 

tiffoft f&AmiilA. y\ H mhal 
•meet tii/lAt Atiug time 

It tetkt In he* UlfH 

ef gAmt. tic <M»- 
gmli groat! »Lwo out 
tnAmy memiert ef. tit 
tiam iy ,Vw« 
KMf* follt 
fOeit 

girf# mt*?t 







flfarOM l CfrtMeti /'ietOatttl C mmj 
F or more irformjuon call 0171 6J6M24/2W8 







ar 


isement 
tsi year, 
awards 


r-suited 

reading 

xchangc 

^currant 

s. 

kesover 
ic office 
as spent 


j ing and 
lit lo re- 
ts. Then 
fined by 
s.Ftnalty 
rs gown 
g which. 

: to be at 
-.“Come 
; shouts, 
cured in 
the gold 
id itssis- 
h adver- 
• agency 
rBritvic. 
our Vote 
iok gold 
ionbud- 
i seconds 
ries. 

TBWAs 
jy Trevor 
ipossibiy 
stretched 


•Id award 
ia for its 
accd bus 
lo strong 




mgo won 


n 

e t; 


’ h 1 

r jf i 









SATURDAY 1 MARCH 1997 • THE INDEPENDENT 


TEL 0171 293 2222 


brochures ‘97, overseas 


TO dedicated 


CUftOPt - TVTOROCCO 
EGYPT - rue MIDDl.E EAST | 

TURKEY - IRAN 


INDIA • NEPAL 
CHINA - JAPAN 


TRAMS SIBERIAN RAILWAY 


AUSTRALIA - fJZ 
LATIN A PAR RICA 
fP* 1 ■ SOUTH CAST AS I. 






The Traxd OMkttinn 
pruiides qualii> holidays at 
prices Hut rvprescm 
unbeatable value For money. 
In our 'TraieDcr's Guide* 
you will find rnlijnnauve 
ttacnptonj and interesting 
itineraries lor over 25 
counme- ranging from 
China to l he Caribbean and 
Iceland to India. 
ft»r your free copy of the 
T ravdlcr's Guide, telephone 
i-4 hours]. 01506 744311 or 
fax: 01506 744334 
Atianutiwti ii rite w - 
The Tnrd CoHectiou. _ 
FREEPOST IHCC 239L © 
Dorking. Surrey RH5 4ZB 




THE B EST n r 
WALKING, WINE AND 
GOURMET HOLIDAYS 

Wonderful si-cnery. line food 
.■ml wine, sell? i o>ijnuy 
lioieU. Inn*. wine oldies. 
ctune.Tu.il and l'UI-ul 

E.\<:his1vr small group tours 
and superb a la cane 
lnn'rarirh. from 2- 14 days 
throuahour Spain. France. Italy 
- also Madeira. U.K.. Cyprus. 
Australia Nett- Zealand. 
Bahviru. South Africa. (jj) 

Phone 01306 712111 

HinrtrUl- [DPI •'■nrmnws. Vann 
Lake Ocklcv Dnrklns RHo ofJT 
ATOLJ376 EtorvJni ABTOT 5033 



CAPITAL 


REGION USA 


Washington, DC. 
Maryland, Virginia - all 
that is best about America. 

• Cosmopolitan cities 

• Scenic mountains 

• Sandy beadics 

• Charming historic villages 

• theatres, museums, 
shopping 

For a guide call 

01234 767928 © 




Ss.v rsamy - 33Qtik&&cS 

Private owners advertise: 
chateaux, vilios and farmhouses, 
maty with pooh, cottoges, 
mobile homes, apartments, 
hoteH MBs. Abo city breaks. 
Free 276 page colour brochure 


!te i T°s of 01484 682503 




EILAT 

ON THE RED SEA 

Wide range of heads from 
luxury to idT-cateriug in EhL 
IsraeTs Red Sea trinior son 
reson Try a Bedouin style 
adventure holiday m the 
Negev Desert lean lo scuba 
dive and windsurf or swim nidi 
the dotptdus. 

SUPERSTAR HOLIDAYS 

0645 125847 

BROCHURE HOTLINE 
01233 211203 0 

m m 




Superb mountains and 
beautiful beaches. 
All-year self-catering/ 
family guest houses. 
Get to know the real 
Green Spain. @ 

IRA 1 

1EL 01473 717143 



The train 


is the most 


economical way of travelling 
around Holland. Our 
brochure Is full of ideas on 
where lo go. So call now for 
a free copy, information 
and/or tickets ... © 


NETHERLANDS RAILWAYS 


CYPRAIK HOLIDAYS. t-uhlt-hca Mr 22 tear*, jcv the 



St: 

- 


CAPETOWN 
WIN ELANDS 
GARDEN ROUTE 
NATAL 
TRANSVAAL 
ZIMBABWE 

A unique selection of 
Classic Hotels. Game 
Reserves and Charming 
Homes & Gardens 


; ^ South African Affair A10L 2334 
'*dL :. 5-7 Htntoir Rood, Imton W6 SOU 

ili 0171 381 5222 




10a ^ofKHin pages ol 4 and S star 
botats and apartments throughout 
Gibraltar. Malta. Morocco. Cyprus. 
Tunisia and Madeira. New tor lag? 
Cruising. No Blngfe auppiemente 
Dully scheduled lights horn 
Gatwfck. Heathrow and 
Manchester, phis amazing 
Chadian's discounts. 

Brochure Line: ® 

0990 171819 

ABTA V7086 ATOL07B 1ATA 


'Jt ... .. .takl iturjtl**n> They Iijvc also 

fejXS MiftoJutcd a >|»evial .“UppleftKiU 

grw£ o2 fig* > .7 ;rifi>r i»rei».»kinp Club Clavs ••n 

SRe-'S^ x *■ j( i I'Pfc* Airv'i" Thi-vc rouge lr>vn 
.. f<>r ml ivah Ar-nl lo mid !t«h 

'.'4',*,.. ^ jn,J 

- ' ' • Apodal intervM hnliday*. crai-.-> 


• - ; '.4*'i J lw -centre holiJ.iv.-.. rl\ -drit es. 

* '_*£ Sir“ ‘^ji weddings .mil honey mi».nv-. pluc 
'.-.■-jSa-i: rssu !loL< more! 

Brochure request line 0171 388 6515 and 

reservations 0171 388 751 5 ® 


TUSCANY, UMBRIA 

- AND COASTAL © 
REGIONS IN ITALY 

We hare some of the finest private villas 

TUSCAN? 

■^ 4 . 4 fann houses all with swimming pools m 

r ~ Tuscany and Umbria. From the coast to 

the countryside and from apartments in 
Venice. Florence and Rome wt will cater 
" -i. .«£§*$• for your individual requirements. 

Etfcflcnl prices and knowledge as wc 
" ■■ ' - J * only deal with the owners direct. 

TUSCANY NOW Tel: 0171 272 5469 in im itimm 


TRAVELBAG ADVENTURES 



THIS YEAR join :t small 
group holiday o|T the 
beaten track. Middle East. 
Africa. Asia. Southeast 
Asia. North America and 
Latin America. PLUS a 
brand new adventure tour 
to Thailand from £755 
including Flights. 

For jour FREE brochure 
and full details call: 

01420 541007 

i Regular Slide Presentations, 
ftpeii 7 ilay> a week). 


To advertise within our next 
Brochure Guide 
cm Sunday 30th March 
& Saturday 5th April ‘97 
please call the 
Travel Team 
an 0171 293 2222. 
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TORKEY- 

Avoay from the 
crowds, closer to the 
country. 

I For a unique selection 
selection of holidays, 
including 

- idylic coastal villages. 

- special Spring and Easter 
breaks 

- escorted Journeys and 
walking lours in Hidden 
Turkey. 

- city breaks in Latubul and 

Ancalyan. © 

Cat] Dohmay Holidays on 

01452 501978 fTTA 84401 


STEAM AWAY 
WITH INSIDE TRACK 

~ ~^r~ c Something Jifflnvut. 

■Wias— . something exciting. 

I Exploring England. 

. . . > Scotland. Ireland. 

^ • Wales, fs/e of Man and 

) hy Enrusf nr to Europe. 

• = Free o.il-mr hnuriiurv Imm 

■ • ' ‘ Inside Track. 

... •‘■sfir, 1 Ci.stle SireeL 

a Bcrkcnhu m>tcd HP4 2BQ 

~j or rinp 

S 0144 ?,SI 2995 © 


TT 


SUNVIL'S SPECIALIST GREECE 





The bcticr pans of Greece 1 
Quieter areas (mainland and 
island*! ofT (he tourist-beaten 
track. 

Family-run hotel* and 
apanments clow to the sea. 

Plus ualkine. windsurfing, 
sailing, pain Ling, island hopping, 
ficiible f1> -drives. Da> llizhu 
from Gallic k and Heathrow. 
SfcvLthtu fin iv /a _ 4 

Tel: 01S1 847 4748 (24hr) 

Sun'.il Ini. Sales Lid © 
UM V'JI . \toi ■■« ivt \ uto 


DButactwBa hn I 

Germany 
ancf Europe 
by rail 




Germany And 
Europe By Rail 

Your access to Deutsche 
3ahn and its services: 

• High-speed trains, 
sleepers, motorai! in 
Germany 

• Rail passes for a range of 
European countries 

• Best-value tickets in 
Germany and beyond 

• UK Booking Service 

Brochure Line 
01476 591311 


' x.Z 

, ; • " " .v 

— — ■-• y 
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Cadogan 



Cadogan 


emnuda 


Book with the knowledge that 
wa guarantee not to be beaten 
on price. We also offer special 
honeymoon packages, 
dscounfs for children and 
singles plus free extra remits. 
With scheduled flights from 
Gatwick and connection (fights 
from regional airports. 

Brochure Line: © 

0990 171819 

ABTAV70BG ATOLD78 1ATA 


OMovovco- 


Featuring Tangier, Marrakech, 
Taroudant. Fez, Agadir and 
the South. Choose from 3,4 
and 5 star hotels, two-centre 
holidays, city lours, long stays 
or short breaks. 

Plus discount for single 
travellers and children. Flights 
available from all UK airports. 

Brochure Lino: 

P990 171819 



A balmy efimate entices 
visitors lo this floating garden'. 
Discover a vast array of offers in 
Cadogarfs exciting brochure. 
Discounts for OAPs. singles and 
children. With daily scheduled 
(fights and optional regional 
departures. Take a short break 
or along stay at a top hotel or 
sett-catering apartmem. 
Brochure Line: 

0990 171819 

Aaw vmM apcx am kta 


Cadog-i 


Book with me knowtodja ffiet we 
guarantee not to be baatan on price. 
Travel by Catermaran win Condor 
or fly from any regional aJrpon 
Benatk from extra nights tree, BJngta 
savers, celebration packages and 
child dtscounK. Suporti a. 4 and 5 
crown accommodation 
TaSor-made holidays and short 
breaks Free international discount 
card and guide book. 

Brochure Line: 

0990 I7I8I9 


ABTA V7066 ATQLD78 IATA 



GREEK ISLANDS CLUB 


28 years of arranging 
individual villa holidays 
for those who expect 
privacy, comfort, personal 
service and beautiful 
surroundings. Our 
brochure features the mote 
unhurried and uncrowded 
retreats in The Ionian and 
Sporades Islands. 

Tel: 01932 220477 

(Please quote IND 6) 

ABTAV3Q53 ATOL *48 AITO 


VERNEY FRANCE & CORSICA 

Unique selection of 
holidays in hotels and 
self-catling apartments. 
Direct flights to Corsica, 
also Rail, Sea travel. 
Also Verztey Paris and 
Short Breaks. 

For free Colour Brochures 
contact your travel agent or 

TOURISME VERNEY 
1 78-180 Pkcadiftfi (Ts 
London W1V pnft 'i3> 


Telephone 

fcNa 


No: 0171 495 6877 


No: 0171 495 8744 


ABTA.-V68B2 





Cadogan 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


§iBrafatr & ■ 
S^tfrernSpamr] 

BoakwdhffvtamwMRe.rtutwe. . 
puraare tot be 6* hewe tn price. 
5checUH*#*>nJii 8mr* *srrt*n 
BeireftficrorVratMto&Tff.Jin^f 
w «*. cefebrawm padctge*. fwe wdc 
bm* and tntfmmiotul (tenure caul and 
tatjolaaddddbctMit. : 
Hofcfew Hd biwto are UfaMnvfe aid 

n»St»:-S6nqha tanrrrmtoon 
^ K«i3.4wid5-ti*Eb. 

. On new brochure toons - 
Obrate xuix 4 ^ ledeixu. Snogaode . 
fencjriUJprop ■ 

Brochure line: 

0990 171019 

4BTAV7D46 ATOL 078 1AIA 


Club Med 



SUMMER 97 

Choose fiootSO - 
destinations worldwide 
for the ultimate aU- 
mefusiue summer '. - 
holiday where one price 
includes: Return flights 
and transfers, full , board 
(including wine with 
meals), sports, tuition. 
Children s Chibs, 
evening entertainment 
and insurance^' 

Brochure Order. 

01455 S523B2 




Try adventure sports rouging from 
P oro g& fcg in Aurtria to Canyoning m 
Corsica to TieMang in 8w French Alps. 
Exparleoat Eve odvantare sports in one 
weak, “’jurf take one to fire Bn* 

Or try our U.K. Adventure Weekends. 
Travefing atone Of in a group you wifi 
enjoy exceflenf arvio^ groat bod and 
a holiday to write home about 

Call Tall Stories . © 

tr 01932 252002 


SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS 


Tours, Safaris, Gty Stays and 
Beach Holidays in South Africa, 
Tanzania, Mauritius and 
Zimbabwe. A range of holidays 
giving you the chance to 
experience this breathtaking 
corner of the Wcrrid. For your 
FREE brochure see your travel 
agent, complete the response 
panel or phone 

01233 211110. 

aosE IfJsk 

souTHAracmaowirore «**■ 






Make big savings on independent 
travel to the USA and Canada with 
Statesavers. 


• Alaska Cruises 

— Holidays @ 

Call Statesavers now on Q| 

0990 133 343 M 



UNDISCOVERED 
SPAIN, PORTUGAL 
AND MADEIRA 

1 Parariores. Country houses 
; and holds in 'undiscovered' 
Spain, Mallorca and Canary 
Islands. Gty breaks, Hy- 
; Drive, Ferries, Coach trxns 
and flexible tailor-made 
: options. Phis Portugal and 
Madeira's Poasadas, Manor 
houses, hotels and Quintas. 
For a free brochure calb 

0171 828 6021 © 

Month Colour Holidays 

ABTA VZ25S AIDL799 AITO 


EXPLORE 
WORLDWIDE 

SmaBgroup exploratory 
holidays. 

Cultural journeys, ' 
wildlife, river Journeys, 
safltreks, wattarig, ethnic 
encounters. 

In 90 countries, Asia, 
Africa, Middie East, 
Americas, Australasia .. 

ffr colour brochure contact 

rr 01252 344161 Explore Worldwide 

{24 hrs) (IN) Aldershot GU11 1LQ 



365 enchanting 
days of 
unforgettable 
Orkney magic 

■ Our 1997 brochure indades 
travel and accommodaton 
information and a foil diary of 
events. Foryoor free copy 
phase call 

01856 872856 

wvvftoriaieyisknd&com 

# © 


TRANS INDUS LIMITED 

For quality holidays to India including 





Special Interest Holidays 


SHERPA EXPEDITIONS 

The Mountain People 

Walking & Cycling hofldays throughout the world, * 
backed by 25 years experience tram Britain's leading 
spedaflst operator 

Everything from a gerufe ramble lo a Himalayan psak 
CaB 0181 577 7187 NOW for a brochure 

FULLY BOWED XT OL IISS 


France 


France 


i.V Lt KOi>f.. 


^'OVERLAND 
" ADVENTURES 


Z It J7 Mfla 
Cvof ii) tr 
Hflll lri*I 


n 

!■ i .i u — » ^g 


Dragoman 

1 Camp Green. Oebenham. 
StawmarkeL IP14 6LA 


Simply the best for 
tailored holidays In: 


Tel: 0181 343 3283 
Fax: 0181 343 3287 

See i«ur »eb»i«« 

hllp-."h n H.DkararotD.eoro 

I fit GjJd li-tusc. 

LS, Arra.Ju Avenue. 

™ L.indi'rt N j rrt 


BUTTER FI ELD 5 Indian Hallway 
Taura Join our epadal carrtaga 
ana see the red kida ar PakMan. 
Trtepbone ( 01262 ) 47 TE 30 . 

CYCLING AND WALKING hofldays 
In Bavaria S Tho Black Forest. 
Free brochure O 1 S 68 780800 
AITO. ATOL 2M7 

CYCLEAFDICA Umque mountain 
bike advBnlwc* lor all aWBtte* 
Can 01943 -tens fare brochure. 


WALKING IN GREECE nltn 
Trekking Hellas. Plus mountain 
Wklng, painting, Bailing. SUNViL 
0101-647 474ft AfTO ATOLflOS. 

SKYHOS HoHSDC Holidays in 
Greeee 6 Caribbean. Over 200 
courses led by excellent tutors 
mcl. Ken Bussell. Sue Townsend 
S Tbyah Wilcox. Superb setting, 
rnandiy community, del. toad 
0171 234 3065 


VIETNAM. BURMA, INDONESIA. 
Laos. Cambodia, Thailand & 
Malaysia UNIQUE ESCORTED 
GROUP & Tailor-Made holidays. 
For friendly, (apart servtca CaH 
Asian Journeys 01604 234855 
TTAT7CT4 

CYCLING A WALKING in undteCOV- 
ared Europe- Great taod. friendly 
howto, bags moved. Hoadwotar 
101 £051 40522 AITO 24 12 ATOL 





If you wish to advertise in this 
section please telephone ilie 

Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
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Are we neatly 
there? , ... .... 

Prison museum's for children: jails ' •-**' \ 
they won*t wanttofficapefrpm ' 

Clink Prison Museum, 1 CKnk Sheet, ' 

Ftanksirfe. lonrfnn cn 



mixed with politics 



grim history of the original Gink-Prison and 
the Bankside brothels is suitably moody ’ •' o 

entertainment fbrarairiy afternoon. Sfiescenesr.T-:’ 
ofiinnates.catchingrats and manacled j. | 

chain trailing behind them. Exhibits 
torture chairs and thumbscrews. Opensevea. _-;7 
days a week. 10am-6pm. Prices: aduJts £3 jO,- ■."• 
concessions and children £250, family £8. - 

The Galleries of Justice, Shbre Hail, High 7 
Pavement, Lace Market, Nottingham (0115: 

952 05551 Prison warders and comt us^S . ■ 
played by costumedinterprcters guide viatbis 
around rite exhibition. Includes a - " - v • 

yvf nfCannai DlullsnihA 




. .. u t a Hark aee By Alan Murdoch 

The Kilmainham Jail in Dublin sheds light on a dark 

. .... . numbers soared dunng mn>ain in iheirownwav, hcs 



in 1832 was accused of burning down a-kjeal " 
salt mill'during the Reform Act riots. Open. 
Tuesf-Sun, 10am-530pm (last adtrusaoh; 4pm). 
Prices: adults £4.25, coDtsand children £2.95, 
family ticket £11,95, childien. nnderfive, free. 


^ ».V i 


Dover 0W Town Gaol, Biggin Street, Dover^ - 
Kent (01304 242766) Dover’s fully restored . 
prison houses a suitablygnm collection of ' 
inmat es whose crimes include sm ug g hq g. 
murder and, in the case of several small boys, - . 
rabbit theft The “horror and the tragedy* the 
museum promises come via hi-tech talking 
heads and animation. Visitors can also witness *. 
a trial in the imposing Victorian courtroom, - 
wander through the exercise yard and squeeze : 
into a cell. Guided tours run 'hourly tihronghout 
the day. Open Wed-Sat, 10imt450pm, Sun - 
2pm-430pm. Prices: adults £3.20, cones and 
children £1.90, children under five, free. 


Middegate Bar Museum, Middegate, Ybrk 

(01904 634436) Royal viators to Yoik 

traditionally arrived via Micklegate Bar, aiidd 
was customary to decorate its entrance with the 
heads of recently hanged traitora. The . • 
gatehouse is now home to an exhibition : . 
charting 800 years of York's history, displays 
include about 40 heads in various states of . 
decay. Open Sat-Sun, 9 am- 6 pn; from Easter 
until the end of October it will be open seven - 
days a week 9am-6pm. Prices: adults £150, 
students and OAPs £1, imder-16s accompanied 
by an adult 50p. 


v-ct ’> 


w * - i> 


Cirencester Lock-up, Trinity Road '_S*^^ r * 
Key from the CorinUim Museum, Paritareei, 
cKncester (01285 655511). 'Itojm . 
as “the dumpling house" ^useof its toed 
roof, the Lock-upis a tmypnsonwith MMb 
and only one window grille, h remams do&ed 
e tkik most viators choose to - 


1 “-r 


and only one window grille, u remains 
for much of the year, mosrvtsftors dhoo ^ 1 _ 
peer in through the bars. Open fyanwjgenftjK 
Sfth the cormium Museum (op ei ^^J e ^_ 
of March - call firet); 

in . Brtn9nrri-5tMn:ADril-OctobeX, 





of March - call firet); Ncn^ber-^Vig^ 

Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 2pnv5pm; : 

Mon-Sat 10am-5pro, Sun 2pm-5^ ■; . • 

adults £1.60, cones £1.40, students 4^, children: .. 

sop.*™*****. 


PHOTOGRAPH: TONY BUCKINGHAM 


D ublin’s Kilmainham 
Jail Museum brings a 
searing reality to the 
lives of its sometimes 
anonymous, some- 
times famous inmates. U «[as, 
after all, the place where a K no s 
Who of Irish nationalist leaders, 
from Robert Emmet to Parnell to 
dc Valera, heard the thud of 
metal doors clanging Dehind 

them. , 

In the past year, the once 

gloomy prison museum * P 5 -'™ 1 ?' 

neni exhibition has been brought 
to life with theatrical flair and £lm 
of public funds to explain hew 
famine, civil disorder and war 
came to land so many made, its 
balance of dignified treatment ot 
the uaeedy of Irish leaders exe- 
cution&here and the opportunities 
to engage vounger visitors through 
video-agc’tcchniques has recently 
been recognised with a Large 
Museum of the Year award from 
the Gulbenkian Foundauon. 

Kilmainham was the worlds 
first jail used exclusively for polit- 
ical prisoners, yet its grey stone 
piissaces also provide the ideal 
cautionary trip hack into stem 
Victorian times for harassed par- 
ents of adolescents. 

The carfv prison "reformers 
Jeremv Beniham and John 
Howard, zealots for extracting 
repentance and for the “fabrication 
of virtue"*, saw their vision given 
full rein here. They favoureu harsh, 
hygienic and “fair - punishment as 
an alternative to the squalor of 
18 th-century prisons, m which 
more prisoners were killed bv dis- 
ease than by the ever-busv gallows. 

In the new display, “humane 
refinements of hanging - largely 
through the longer-drop. quicker- 
farewell technique developed bv 
Professor Samuel Haughton of 
I Trinity College. Dublin - arc 
1 explained in neck-tingling detail. 
Young people are encouraged 
to take part in the age-old debate 
about hanging by casting a vote in 
a computer poll: they can then see, 
in graphic form on screen, the lat- 
est balance of visitors' opinions for 
and against, presented by age 
group in graphic form on screen. 

In 1796 Kilmainham was 
rearranged on the prinapte* of 
one prisoner, one cell - and soon 
became overcrowded. Convict 


numbers soared during the famine 

^VKtel840swhen the starv- 
m the lat . -^, ne d in their thou- 

of stolen 

SMISSTind.*.*.* 

SIhoriii«- am- 

Se^vards rations. °n discov- 
ering that prisoners got four 
2s of bread more than work- 
house inmates, an enraged uispec 
Vor Phillip Priestiy, demanded. 

-this alarming gap mast be 

Cl< Even the mildest Victorian pun- 
ishment aimed toexert maHmum 

control over the inmate - and o 
ensure that the prisoner knew it. 

One exhibit is a cell-door eye-slot, 
revealing a miniature video of a 
confined woman s unnerved reac 
Lion to the warder s watching e>e. 

^ in an adjacent closeiRireuJl 

television room, wttore become 
warder-monitors of the jail and, 
eerily, of themselves. 

As for political prisoners. : after 
17QS French-influenced United 
irishmen were held here f was 
Robert Emmet before his IWJj 
public execution; in !848 Jtoung 
Ireland rebels followed: then, in 
1867, Fenians were incarcerated, 
beirav'ed by informers. After this, 
criminals were moved ouL ni™ns 
Kilmainham into a jail exclusively 

for political detainees. 

In 1881. these included the 
nationalist leader Charles Stewart 
Parnell and his Land Leaguers- 
who defended Irish tenant farm- 
ers from evictions and rejected 

Westminster s Land Acts. 

His release followed the 18S- 
Kilmainham Treaty, securing Par- 
ncll’s co-operation with the Brmsh 
Prime Minister William Glad- 
stones Liberal government. 

Kilraainhara’s climactic moment 
came in the 20th century, when 14 
Easier Rising leaders were shot 
here between 3 and 1- May. 

In a darkened passageway their 
family photographs, letters, pens 
and spectacles are laid out in indi- 
vidual spotlit alcoves, like shnnes 
to the executed. 

While the curator. Pat Cooke, 
acknow ledges the value of a recent 
reassessment of 1916 by Irish his- 
torians. the museum avoids a didac- 
"VJp nresent the 


in its own terms and allow people 
to react in their own way," he says. 
This means admitting to the 

complex, mixed backgrounds of 

the 1916 leaders. Some even bad 
English parentage, a fact ihat 
contradicts the nationalist stereo- 
type. Paradoxes continued when 

the jail changed hands- 

British withdrawal left the 
prison controlled by pro-Treaty 
forces under Michael Collins, who 
appointed an IRA friend as gov- 
ernor over former comrades dur- 
ing the bloody 1922-1 9:4^ a . r - 
By November 1922, after Collins s 
death. Free State { pro-Treaty) 
forces were holding their own exe- 
cutions here. 

Between April and September 
1923, 300 anti-Treaty hardliners ot 
*7 IRA women's division were 
imprisoned in Kilmainham and 
ncarbv Grangegorman (the mam 

settinc for Neil Jordan s film 
Michael Collins). 

In time-honoured tradition, the 
women began tunnelling their way 
out, using metal spoons, but had 
got onlv a few feel before bung 
discovered. After the womens 
release. Eamon de Valera. Sinn 
Fein leader (and opponent o! 
Michael Collins dunng the crvil 
war), later Taoiseach and. Presi- 
dent. became Kilmainham s final 
prisoner. He lived to see the build- 
in- renovated by admiring volun- 
teer; in the Sixties. Today us dram- 
atic associations continue. Key 
scenes from In the Name ofib. 
Father . featuring Daniel Day- 
Lewis as Gerry Conlon of ihe 
Guildford Four, were filmed here 
in 1993. 


tic narrative. "We present the 
nationalist ‘physical force tradition 


1 Today, trie fastest growing 
tourism in Russia 


USSIA BY RIVER 


travel • overseas 




around the country ^ — 

' A in nini NIGHT JOURNEY BY RIVER, LAKE AND CANAL 


ES First Choice 
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Comnassioneoos 

bufltin Austria • 
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£399 Mexico 
£559 Dominican Rep. 
£659 Margarita 
£699 Thailand 
£699 Mexico 
£699 Mexico 
£719 Mexico 
£749 Dominican Rep. 
£799 Mexico 
£899 Jamaica 


Hac. Buenaventura 
Club Marapica 
Portofino 
Asia Pattaya 
Las Palmas 
Las Palmas 
Blue Bay Club 
Metro 
Aristas 
Casablanca 
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- PRICE PER PERSON 
IN TWIN BED DED CABIM _ 

toSdeck-’- "£1349 Boat deck . E15J9 
npptfciedc - f -£wS Deluxe suite £1695 
Single fteh deck ”• £1695 


Al = All inclusive; RO 

CALL OUR HOTLINEON: 

0161 742 2228 

W QUOTE REF: MS 

OR CALL YOUR LOCAL 

arta travel agent 

FOR MO RE OFFERS SEE 
^IpAGES 266 & 271 


= Room only. 

UNES OPEN: 
Sunday 10am-6pm, 
Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, 
Saturday 9am-5.30pm. 
All holidays and prices are subject 
to avaiVability. 
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Tbur Manager. 

Not Included: Trawl Inswance. Russan visa. 

’ rirport tax £6.50, bps to crew. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

Pteasetatephore 0171-409 0376 

a week during ritice hours) 
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The Kilmainham Jail Museum . 
DubUn f 003531 45359341. is at the 
junction of Inchicorc Road and tin 
South Circular Road. Dublin 3 
(opposite the Irish Museum of 
Modem Art al Royal Hospital, 

Kilmainham). . 

Opening times: Monday to rnnay 
9.30am-5pm f last tour 75 minutes 
before closing.) Guided tours only. 
Saturdays: closed in winter. Open 
Saturdays from 3 May: Sundays 
10 am- 6 pm Hast tour 4.45pm. > 
Admission: aduhs £2: senior cit- 
izen £ 1.50 r children orsuulents il: 

J™ Bus mutes: Nos 51. 51 B. 7SA. 79 
from city centre. 
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NEW 

ENGLAND 


COLNTiiV IlOf 


A superb collection of 
coastal lakeside & inland 
properties rhroufhoui 
New England. 

FREE 132 PACE BROCHURE 
CALL, 

(0990) 143686 (24 B») 
Qnotc Ret N386. 

4TOL W4 


An cjttftBioe seieaton of Ote 
finest Villas BLApartments 
2>n »^WFOHOUHBMWMl 




NEW ENGLAND - Capa Cod and 
Vermont Supe* lamBy 
and pTrrtUB houses. BridgawaMr 
Travel ABTA V727B. Btwfli 0181 
7078784 


AMERICA lor Independent Trav- 
elers- lifliQue eoflaedon rf E. 
Com hows, resorts. Inns. 
for yaar round vacations. 01823 
821468 


NEW ENGLAND Frw atM«wy & 
booking wndM on Country Inns 
to Luxury Mils. 01923 8214G9 tor 
hoe cam pier- I00i27r7t»®com- 

pusenoxom 

ENGLAND VACATIONS - Dls- 
wx * re tnreS.'ari«y homes, nmv 
siop tugm& to Bosion. broehurt 
lmk 01777 6522H. R*/bonded. 
ABTA VS16* “TO ATOL 2878 
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Simon Calder 
tracks down 
miracles of 
masonry and 
cake-making 


F oreign aggressors. Fifties 
planners and municipal 
modesty -all conspire to 
conceal the reality that 
Exeter is a line, walled 
city. Worse still, the dark forces of 
Railtrack and South West Trains 
have this week been deflecting all 
but the most determined visitor 
from travelling to the South-west's 
largest city. My plan was to catch 
the dawn train from Waterloo on 
Saturday. But figuratively scaling 
the twin barricades of overrunning 
engineering works and staff short- 
ages took until Tuesday lunchtime. 

William ( endured an even more 
troublesome arrival in 1U6S. when 
for IN days. Exeter's defenders 
stubbornly refused to accept that 
the Norman was a Conqueror. 
From his encampment beside the 
ford on the road from London he 
had plenty of time to survey the for- 
l ideations before he waded across 
the "Long Brooke". TinJay, wading 
is optional. But you should certainly 
circumnavigate the ancient bound- 
ary before venturing into the city. 
The miraculous masonry dives 
towards the River E\e. then soars 
to the cap of an ancient volcano. 

Yet you could easily remain 
unaware of the ring of history that 
resonates around Exeter. Unlike 
York, the wall here melts surrepti- 
tiously into the fabric of the place 
called Isca Dumnoniurum by its 
first residents. The Roman wall is 
disguised variously as a foundation 
for a pedestrian walkway and a sup- 
porting superstructure for sundiy 
council car parks, the modern 
equivalent of the bushel under 
which Exeter's light is hidden. 

Arrive hv that elusive train to 
Exeter Central, though, and find- 
ing the wall is easy. Two minutes 
from the definitely dull station, and 
apparently average Queen Street, 
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Exeter marks the spot 


you ascend to Northcmhay - and 
more than a millennium of history. 

The “hay" component of the 
name is a Saxon term for an enclo- 
sure of greenery. Exeter has a 
handsome handful of these. Even 
in the dying days of February, each 
is flickering into life as the first 
spring flowers meekly emerge. 

Northemhay is claimed to be the 
first public park in Britain, dedi- 
cated in lb 12. But the term “park"’ 
docs scant justice to the curvaceous, 
herbaceous expanse sculpted by- 
Romans. Saxons and Normans. 

Each wave of visitors has left its 
mark on the space - notably the 


Romans, who in AD 200 beefed up 
the wooden stockade that first 
protected Exeter with a formidable 
wall 30ft high and 10ft thick. They 
conjured the fortification from 
frozen lava lying virtually beneath 
their feet, where millions of years 
ago the gentle terrain was shat- 
tered by a mild (this is Devon, after 
all) eruption. Now it runs like an 
errant contour through Northcm- 
hay. 

You see plenty of evidence of the 
grey, volcanic rock as you climb 
towards Aihelstan's Tower. This 


turret was actually built by the 


Normans rather than the Saxon 


monarch; they generously named it 
for the king who had reinforced the 
stone curtain after the Danes 
breached it around the end of the 
first mQlennium. Nowadays, the 
main purpose of the rough red 
sandstone tower is to draw the vis- 
itor to one of the highest points in 
the city, from where the sheer 
good fortune of Exeter becomes 
clear. In every direction, hand- 
somely graded hills rise from the 
winter haze. 

The Crown Court now occupies 
the castle grounds, rendering the 
enclosure out-of-bounds to law- 
abiding visitors. But the original 


Norman gate is still in the public 
domain, and slams its way on to the 
skyline. The Norman arc above the 
entrance is topped by two triangle- 
tipped Saxon windows. Surely some 
structural mistake, since the Nor- 
mans succeeded the Saxons? The 
answer seems to be that this was an 
early example of cowboy building. 

"The Normans employed Saxon 
workmen to do the work," says 
Sara, one of the volunteer guides 
who usher visitors around Exeter in 
all weathers. “They probably fin- 
ished it off in the style they were 
good at, while the Normans weren’t 
looking.” 


On the scale of outrages perpe- 
trated against Exeter, dodgy Saxon 
handiwork hardly registers: The 
main offender was the Luftwaffe, 
which visited gratuitous honor on 
the city as part of the so-called 
Baedeker raids in 1942. Having 
failed to wipe out military targets 
in Britain, the German bombers 
turned their sights on the country's 
heritage. Exeter was the softest of 
targets in the (guide) book. 

The Fifties followed, the Nazis 
with a salvo of demolition, as you 
discover when you tty to follow the 
gentle curve of the wall. Farts sur- 
vived the figurative Nazi jackboot. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


travel • uk 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Spring Breaks 


Activity Holidays 


UK Travel 


Scotland 


DISAPPEAR FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS . . . 
OR EVEN A WEEK OR TWO 


from only £ 25 *"* 


Breathing Space. 

(Don’t take it for granted) 


Join us. 


Your wbjcripliaH brings our mhoImJ outdoor 
■J un ction Twfaock. <quortafy colour 


iiuuOUm, and mmfcaa&ip of ono of aw 400 
bed groups 



ELF CATERING 
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tr* Fascinating Country House Hotels & Historic 
j Coaching Inns in superb locations. 

! From our elegant country house hotels risit Stratford 
and Warwick or the unspoilt countryside and stately 

a homos of Northamptonshire and Buckinghamshire. 
Centred in the hub of historic cathedral cities - 
Worcester. Salisbury & Wells, or Tewkesbury with its 
magnificent Norman Ahhcy. 

Follow the Elgar trail 
through the Malvern Hills 
or explurc the charming 
Cotswold Villages. 

For brochure covering all 14 hutels 
and inns- and details nfuur 
Getaway Again Half Price 
Offers call us on: 

01905 29990 (24 hrs) 


We don't. Hdpin keep Britain^ breaihmg 


A NEW treat ever. brochure* 
i hotaffdw press. Don’t * 
m defay - phone now! m 
_ Saxtond, Narttanbabod, *1 
"Ute*Dric* Mr* 

■ *nk DM*. VWn, Marfa*. 


■CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 

L Over 3,000 seff-cauring 
s properties in all. areas 
luxury houses to 
croft cottages. 
Write Or phone 

far hrnchnnr ‘ 


inScoUamd 

Exceptional boikLy 


proptrriei in- the mos 
beautiful net, of Scotland. 


hue u not aaocHuxE 
RING ( 0990 ) Hi us 
Quote 44»<MHn) 


spaas opai. Foaqatbs and cuaUne, big] ptoses, 
hestas md woodkiixL Fur writes. 

For over 60 years. The Rambled 1 lobbying 

and rigiance have been *±irving wide-ranging 
rights of acxss u same of our most beautiful 
coumysde. 

Take r ua&. Take a tnaher, consider The 
tort Invest n The Ra mhfes 


Ifck bat lot mmbtnHp bps rvqmd 

□ On&ray £17 □ Mowf S8J0 

□ Fn.tr/joiniE21 □ Join radocW £1050 
(far imoi otMb at mm «U«b) 

*Uhd« 1 8/ sktdanb/nlinil/rheUad/inuagml 
[brim C I redan C 


• Widest choice - Over 4J000 

quality c o tt a g na In CfKMM 

Irani throughout Britain a 
Ireland. 


, Souflwm Wand 


30 Frederick St 
dfaber# EH? 2JR 


COTTAGES AND HOUSES over tao 
- ki South SorttancL For tu< cotour 
btochun coRGM Thornton a Co 
(91886)50(030. 
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1-5 Wandsworth Road, London SWS2XX. Retf . Ouray NoJMC* 


■ 1 000'S OF 1BS5 PRICES NBA 
Holidays from E85 per weak 
or £80 per Short Break per 
property, 

•Peta wetco m o at many 
cottages. 

Coti today for your 
FREE brochure. 


English Country 
Cottages 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot 08 th. prw* tww 
1WT beat aver colour brochure. , 
. PtxmnowU 01738 7QZZ13. 


SCOTLAND' SpectaBata. Choose 
from over 540 cottages. 0I2SZ 
44573*(UH1G7> 


An UNuv Aiipn 
choke in EngLud\ 
fc lowliest uoi. 
L Free 444 page 
K colour broebore. 
W . Bug 
U (01455) 852222 

M QUOTE E726 C««nl 


Suffolk 


Sussex 


Minimum ,tn "J nights. 

Pnar shoirn i* 'or .brnr o doubt V r« in (nvA.V^ wit. SnppUmrntt mot apply tv ’•injtu; rooms, 

runes or fuur 


boredom-fiee 


COUNTRY HOUSE HOTELS - Soperti views. food and sendee. 
UNIQUE CRAFT CENTRE • Foil Tattoo - Pattwy, Camfies. 
Glass Engraving. EnmaeflSnfl, Painting, Picture Framing 
y HEATH) Indoor Pools. Sanna, Squash, 
\%Sll / Indoor BatUamten (4), Snooker (5). tadaor 
\e> ' Antery/te Rifle Range .Games Room, 

t/wsft cwl<frettS ft**®. Gttded watts, 2 Indoor, 
(d§|h:i4 Outdoor Tends, 11 Indoor, 6 Outdoor 
C^' ^ Bowis. ALL FREE. Child Rates- Party Disc. 
MID FEB - 4 Nts £121/131; 3 Nta £103/111 - FULL BOARD 
MR) APRIL - 4 Nta £144/155; 3 Nts £122/131 - DINNER B4B 
JUNE to JULY 11 -4 Nts S14&1S9; 3 Nts £127/1 34- FULL BOARD 
MID AUG - 4 Nta £1S&'225; 7 Nta £31*379 - FULL BOARD 
MANOR HOUSE A ASHBURY HOTELS, W. DEVON 01537 53053 


The Norfolk 
Mead Hotel 
CoItishaJI. Norwich 


zone! 


SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. QusBy 
holidays nth lull backup-W/ends 
or longer. For Brack (01449) , 
721 555 i 


Ireland 


Norfolk ... ' . 1 1 “S' 


■VXrtitj, tor 6-1&S 

Ca® FFEE for ^7 brochure an 


0500749147 


UK Active Holidays fr £87. Rah- 
Surf-Trefc-Rtdo-SaA. CaH Ctnna- 
non Adventure. 01932 842221 


50J Pecian) Lane. RcB-ar-wwHIS 9W. I 


CHIUHtafS EXCITING muSJ-acthe 
tty 3uroner hoUdaye. B-17 year 
olds. Brochure oaamBaL Samar - 
SOL 01749812307 


Cotswolds 




Privatelr utwd ijr-imui CuoaUT 
H"U*“ timri Tocurd in b uanqcif 1 
ntrrsidr Jaw Seriudrd jantfl.- . 
mh mroasunc f.’ci Fuhcc Lake. 
Broun; i. bird Irie. Retxnrsed 

r r-rljuir.xn l •jffonng ruperii em.ULf 

and cnrprriienjra- vise luL 
T4 01 603 73753 1 
JAnwt B.TA1tiOTmriiainj(d 


PEMBROKESHIRE cottage. Water- 
way view. Iim nearby. Broctlurn 
TeL (01437) 532455 any tena. 


COTSWOLDS SpectaOsts. Choose 
from over 1B0 c oaage s.01282 
445726 (UH164) 


Country Cottages 
in Ireland 

A magical choice of 

delighrful holiday 
properties in Kerry, { 
Cork, Clare Sc Galway. ! 
Fret full colour bro chu re. I 

Ring <0990) 85iub | 
Quote G2u (M Hm 
0 « wun tu 

O njvm Ci <TTiuan in luimtii. 

Dm Gaj. p.o. flwx n. 

Eau SinLn.iv, Luomt, Lrt ttrr. 


SOUTHWOUJ Cmt Queflty cotts.' 
Sip 2/10. Short breaks. Brochure 
SUBc* m t aa 01379B512S7 . 

ALDEBURGH FOR- EAhTERt 
DeBgMtuI deiatehed bungalow, 
own garden, lOOtn lo.ew stoops' 
4. Same dates avail May to 
Docembar. Phoca-Ol 248782305 
miwTpm. - . 


BEP L FSCO» ffiE.B>>okwril HoM nr 
BaflhL. Htdor Manor. 
MfttsriSpring jmaks. 2 nights 
EW s c DBAS. 3rd nt accom bee, 
pay £26 only lor dinner a htsak- 
tacRACraatwsant sward 91-B0. 
Tai (8)424) 870253. 


tood* mk natge hoKm Is OK 
*wv ueatt Rnray me a*. 
S8go.Om*l 

7 *pc torvwBkKM prices ton 

£220 BrpMTB'llMttlt 


01756702241 


De\’on & Cornwall 


CAHA 1 


Seaways Hotel 


RiBertiatt 


CHOICE OF GREATS 
VALUE BREAK? IN 
OVER 50 

“EXTRA SPECIAL” 


"Pride In The Best 
Traditions Of Innkerping " 


TT» (Lwil Orii InS. A»plrfrMl>- 
WnunrluKL h .jot d dr f»* mbs 
«bdi oaiuev lobr hrU in (yioSf hgt 
Tvcard hr it* rvpiljr, and IU nnor 
-Kilar? HigWr ounmvndrtl bj Ifc: 
Ttnabru T un i Bmnl and mb jn *AA* 
Evlle hr iL- food Th. Roy.il Uri ion u 
avil mnh i run. Pti-f oua-id us lor 
ikrjiL .in) noil Tb- Indrttfadrol. 

TbrRotriaOtoi.B-ent 
^DUK-b-ffotaafanL l arira CAIIICX 
MjBWM* rafflaaBB 


FAMILY RUN 
HOTELS IN 
IRELAND 


RESERVATIONS 
*.00 353 94 81 444,* 



NEWQUAY Tel: 01637 876624 
SPRING IN CORNWALL 

Rooms and Breakfast S22J50 per person per night 
EnOT afternoon tee by our pool, with ulewol the sea and goll 
course. Overtooking Ftstral Beach and Newquay Bay with fine 
coastal waka jusi dose enough to town. 

A modem fanriy managed hotol afl reams on euite wtth tea and 
coflee laatoies TV »xJ telephone. Superb quefty load freshly 
prepared m our kitchens, heated pod, saw. car park. 

For reservations/brochure cal Now 


I ^ ffitf.r tii' i 


Eji'A ilw pu/f Irirr^mhl. jdJ tfuLLu-'inr” 

ruuifl; in ifia- HNu^ tkiyvttDlf fviimtt 
IIjuc icttnih MinuuifiJ JuTr i< 'Tb: 
ip.nl Rf mmd r, Hout. m Bnum" ak) 

i^noiovjkl tJ hv all mjK-r pnJc. _ dr, 
hraU r.aiLiH; Ml Eul 3 5*1 reotir 

Tel: 01629 582795 


Heart Of England 


Devon & Cornwall 


[ Ju:-t fi’r itn tlixnmiH! 


NB ROSS ON WYE Dasignota (uc- 
ury 10th Century barn in farm vol- 
ley. Sleeps Z Short breaks av«J. 
Phono 01989 768699 


Holidavs Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surre y 
Hants. Un boats. 101256) 70365). 


BRITAIN'S BEST Sett Drive Nanw 
boat Holidays, widest choice. 
Beginners very wdconw. Td 
01903 726625. 


AWARD WINNING NARROW- 
BOATS from 4 excellent oases, 
lourisl board graded. Shod 
breaks and longer Broch lei 
(012U4452909 


DEVON CONNECTION. Luxury 
Bams, pool bar. Tel 0154S5609E4 

CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Ha) off Uie prase new 1997 best 
ever colour brochure. Phono 
nowl! 01 756 70220 1 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 301] col- 
lages throughout <D1 752) 
260711 

A FME SELECTION of Cottages on 
boih coasts or Cornwall and on 
SQly. Brochure from Cornish Trs- 
dfbonal Cottages. (O120S) 872559 
7 day personal service 3an-9pm. 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 
best value cartages m Devon 
(01271) 76322. 

W/END RETREAT SALCOMBE. 
Coey Coach H/se U'llr CH. W.B. 
Slave- Sips 4. Parties Court toe 
and Lodge. Sips 9-20 01530 
242409- 


FOWEY/POLflUAH. Charming 
watershta cottages. Superb vims 
Central Healing. Dinghies avail- 
able PeK welcome. 01 579 
344667 


CORNWALL TRADITIONAL CITlh 
conages on peacehii farm. 6m 
Part Lssac and baachas. Horse 
rtdmg Did cydlng avriL Tel 01208 
850500 


Free brochure featuring 
300 selected Wes! 

Country cptta^rv 

01326 565555 

«UVflHEf.|l VP" l 7« l 



KUSH COUNTRY Holidays - lha 
premier chotaa. Oimr 300 IndMd- 
ual cottagas. Farmhouses. Hotels, 
R-Shaimgn Cnitalng and Gypsy 
Caravans all to the highest Mm- ; 
dards. Many weicome peto. 
Phone 01 m 580 688 (S4 hours) 
SHAMROCK Cottages. 288 Defect 
IndlvlcaiaP oottagns fat superb faca- 
Hoto. Disc Fares. AJTO. Col Bra 
01823 681060 

CONNEMARA CO. GALWAY 
Cashel House Hotel - Gardena 
Restaurant and Riding Stables. 
Tel: (00363)8631001. fix 31077. 
DEEBEJTT HOUSE, Co. Umertdk. 
BaouWuSy restored okto world 
a partmon) to Ideal tourist base. 
Rkfing. write, Mssoricri rites. For 
Brochure Tri 3636388108 
CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL, Con- 
nemara. Co. Galway- Be0>n< 
oasis by lha sea. Tafc 
003S3E&31001. Fate 31077 


The hot of xif-caicrinjt with our 
the wort Quatoy food in rhe 
comfort of your own hotiday 
home on the coast. Enpy the 


THE BLAKENEY 
HOTEL 

AWWC ***- 

BUncy. Nr. Balt, NarfaBt. 
Ovtriookiag Niriora! Trust 
Harbour, natfitioml privetoly 
owned Friendly hotel with 60 
bedrooms, lift, heated indoor 
pool spa bath, tunas and mini 
gym. Relax, walk, m3, play goif. 
explore the Norfolk sULtgd 
countrysafc and coast- . 

SpecU nta far Saibr Gtbaa 
MMweck vd Wednd Breaks 
Brochure: 01263 740797 


Wales 


BRECON BEACONS/ 
BLACK MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK 
Ow 100 sdfaleriqg edttago. 


character cottages in; the- 
Peritbrokeslane Const National 
Parte. Ag E omsfied 


: Kcny/Cdrk Coast andl 

I nmimtns by bike on root or J 
Front you anndhair j 

Bfodmre: 00353 64 831081 


N. NORFOLK S/C Spring Break*. 
Acres tri space ETB 4 key eomrei | 
Broch. 01283 587347 : : 


lame deep up.tfr38^ May fas ■ 

itaifsopa'.wBdc&vi-fatHKL 01239r861397KrL 

01874676446 


Pembrokeshire \ 


SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Ueyn. 
pareripaute. Constal and country 
cotutBes and tormtwusas. Natyn 
HaSdaye 01 738 720674 ' 


ENJOY IRELAND HOLIDAYS 1B97 
100 page brochure now neUA. 
to 2B4 692869 

WHERE can you saa the Giants 
Causeway, waft In the Morea s tna 
of Moume or cruise on Lough 

Erne? Tel 0800 282862 . 


STUNNING LOCATION; Newport 
Bay. Pemba. Vtows long sandy 
beach .Architect's Bstod UC 
sunny c ottage 2-6. Broch. 01239 
820277 

ST. DAVIDS, Fa rmho u eo In Net Parit 
ctoaa to coast path and Beach. 
Sips ft tmJ after' 8pm 01487 


r awijr-WySte ITC lenuhooe. 
aunlHy AmarB8£ Eirjsaitc 
1 ■*'«*«. AA/RAC 3* oam- 
cTOSncfed, WHOM' baA B 82 L 


TENBY. Saandarsfoot & Pam-, 
brakeaWre. 400 MtvMdrir:«ar 
eataring . horaea 'near bamiWul: 
beaches and courAyakfe. Frank B*. 
Mason. Dapt .19, SUrifen SL 
Tenby. 01834 84fiDQ0p4fara). 


HEY-OTHYYE. Cmtnge, sfeeps'4, 
;' taMy outloofo Short Mk to 
goflkshopeDrlonBwafla tefjffls. 


The Lake District 


LAKE OtSTRICT WQXOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot off lha press new 
1997 bead aver colour brochure. 
Phene now!! 01736 702208 


RATHER SPECIAL COTTAGES in a 
•eerM comer ot Southern Lake- 

bmdTafcOI 3395 36475 


If you 
wish to 


N.WALES. ij)00: cottaBBa,;^, 
Manila, Shrew. BrwwUonta 
TouriaL 01738701-702 ; 


SUPERB dOTTAOSS Wrias. trunk 


GOWER, Mttmbiea, Swansea' 120 1 
“Gages, houses, flats. Hama 
•ram Home 017W2 380B24- . ' 


Wttfes HoOdaw- 


WALES Bf 
, OVHT410 
IUHT8Q 


Isle of Wight 


I E = CC-l r E 0H2& 5«992 *.'C 
c’.CL Li 01326 57JS08 


CORNWALL Specialists. Choose 
■ram over 360 cottaffas.01282 
4*5720 (UH16I) I 


r MARCH SPECIAL 
3 NIGHTS FROM £79 
Bed. breakiatt A rwaias retal 

ULTgc aiTiuol hotel, 
aicrtanirei. indoor pool. 


HILLTHWAITE HOUSE, Wbldar- 
mara, Thombarrow Road, over- 
looteig late. AH rooms enadw 
(some wVi Jacuzzi baths) Satoi- 
£te TV, remaking. Sauna, Tylo 
Staam Room and heaiad Indoor 
pool aotaty lor our gaemt uae. 
zidghte, Soourea dinner B&B 
Inci.VAT only E99. Snigtila only 
El 30. Sractsire; 01539443836 


advertise in 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


BOSCASTLE/FT.SAAC. Cl 7th ktyi- 
lie coo. CH. Ingtanook Bra. heated 
Vpool. private gdns. 01940 
213509 


BABBACOMBE Idyllic centrally 
heated ruzury oecommodHUan tar 

ISNWw. 295-180 par weak 
inchiSlva. TeL lOlBOOJ 329006. 


DEVON & SOMERSET SpecfeUsts. 
Choose from over 500 cotugas- 
01282 445726 rUHtSO) 


WtBmgcott Volley Cottages Spec- 
tacular North Devon. Quottfy cor- 
teges in rranquit rural valley, i 
Wootacombe Beach 2 miles, 
superb got! course, outdoor 1 
hauled pool, sauna, solarium, 
shop, bar and mUBjranL Rabu 
and envoy wonderful sandy ' 
beaches, local niitagn hiB or , 

charm, and pteasanl waleng si an 

ares of unsurpassed natural . 
beauty Special otter Spring ! 
breaks ham £120 for Hit ftghh , 
rieepmg 4,-b. Call now 01271 
870t73 


Dorset 


ATTRACTIVE FARM HOLIDAY I 
COTTAGES In idyllic rural set- 
tlng.Tef union Abbas 01258 
880S58(brech) 


* FREE CAR FERRY • 
Snririogfeua Hriei 
Sates. Sariqws. We at WlgH 

, TeL- 01983 406655 - 

Vi a(tli foirr/ilM o/t A 


cm wfbah «n T/ w m. aoo Late - ( 


BOOT, esKDALE.Atered Winning 


Tri (019461723100 


this section 
please 

telephone the 
Travel Team 


-Holiday- 

Cotf^ges 



East Anglia 


Northumbria I 1 The Peak District 


(01756) 700872 

MyCqayVurtahhmUtL 


aooHsSdcmSS 

X 605 Brarttfc Ho*t ■. 

TNT and Heartbeat Corty- dt 
- to the Coast 

^DtotoM cGday CoOa g rejr 

OPSeyw^at 


AMAZING VALUE East Anoka cot- 
tages. 1997 colour brochure- Pets 
"Cksome. Ttst (01 756J 702205. 


SUPERS cottages. Northumbria, 

YbrV Dales, Lotus, Perils. Syksa 

Cottagoa 01244 34S70a 

HADRIAN'S WALL Lmury coesga. 
Npe 4. C.K. open Ores, no pats 
0191389 5305- 


“PEAK COTTAGES* Quality a/C 

aeeom. In DerttysMra Deia> and 
Peaks. B rochur e 01142620777 
PEAK DISTRICT SpecWM*. 
Choose hora ow 280 cottages. 
0r2te 446720 (LD+1 68} 


01712932222 


DALtt BGAUWUL REHNOVATED 
Stotre Bunt, Stoop 4 to 17, pan 
wfcwM, bwdtoHiiflnu MMis ■ 


cor 


I 


crea 




only to he deemed to be Mocking 
the path of progress, and buried 
urice rCTfoofously :6eneaih Boots 
tiK CheuBst. AD that rcmainsof ihe 
Wall isa crazad jh«k of paving on 
Printiesshay. This “hay” is devoid of 
greeitTbe saidpri&ess was Elix- 

- abeti^ our present Qoeen, who 
laid the foundation fbr^ Britain's 
first- shopping preejnet in 1949. 
^hat dislHiguishes^t-firom retail 
outrages perpetrated since then is 
that Princesshay at least tugs its 
pedestrian forelock m awe at the 
majesty of Exeteri&cathedraL 

- St Peter s constitutes an cxeanse 
in eidxavagnnt embellishmeni- A 

- pair of vast, square Norman towers 

support a Gothic-: nave that 
stretches half-way to Cornwall. 
Exeter's cathedral. enjoyed the 
same ecclesiastical nmnonity as St 
Paul’s in London and suffered only 
superficial damage, in the Nazi 
bombii^ raids. - - . . 

Other bufidings -cower in the 
face of unreconstructed splen- 
dour, crowding into the High 
Street behind the GathedraLOose. 
Here, jostling with.shqe shops and 
building societies; you find the 
Guildhall - pickled wonderfully by 
centuries of .civic worthiness, its 
time-stained timbers still the venue 
for city council. Better yet, give 
Queen- Street a second chance. 
The .Royal Albert. Memorial 
Museum is the best sort of munic- 
ipal folly, built with exotic stone 
such as Aberdeen granite, 
imported by the Victorians cour- 
tesy of the splendid new railway. 

Before heading back to the un- 
certainties of the present -railway 
age, hunt through the twirling 
columns of the museum for Con- 
sort’s Cafo - and &, life-sustaining 
piece of sticky sponge as thick as a 
Roman wall. Unlike finding a train 
borne, this is. truly a piece of cake. 
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Colour Breriyifw MBWnu tlttt: * 
VORK OVER 25% OFF. Hoiroflh 
Cowt HcriaL Bnetam 0094 
426138 • 
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Candida Lloyd watches 
the world go by; in 
Polruan - where; cuteness 
comes with character 

% A # ben, in 1478, * has a wide range of food; the 
% m the' King -sent - other a wide range of local 

V f \ f his serjeant- cHatacters. : There are also a 
u MM ~ at-anns to en- couple of general stores, tea 
W w force die law shops, and abakeiy offering 
among wilful mern.bers.of the pasties .for (SOp. The place 
community at Fowiy estuaiy ■ updated 

in south-east Cornwall, the version of Under Mtffc Wood- 
man was dispatched back to .A boai-buiJdiag business 
■ - London minus hiiears. Today - -Still .operates.in the harooin, 
you can expect a friendlier .along with a scattermg of 
welcome, particularly at the yfishwmeji. lnPofcuan sb^d^y 
charming village; of Polruan vast, quantities of 



flfcV : ■ - 

jJSi. J •• t . r- - 


‘3*3* „ V '■ 


Ti n 




-match* from Polruan, left, it's a 50p ferry to Fowey 
Bay watch, from rmn*» PHCmOM11fr marc htllape 
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uauy. The best known is the 
four-mte circular Hall WaDc 
^reared by the Mohuh family 
ctf Hafl, who were the local big- 
wigs ru.1585. The path was a 
kind of 16 th-century EHsn^ 
Land. Local serfs cut out the 
walkway, which zigzags down 


the steep hillside to the river, 
and planted vast numbers of 
uses and shrubs for the ben- 
eft of promenading ladies and 
gentlemen. 

The walk takes you 
through the centre of Fcwey, 
which manages to keep the 


number of shops selling sail 
ing shoes and pasties down to 
a bearable level, and past the 
home of Daphne du Maurier. 
many of whose novels, includ- 
ing Rebecca, were inspired by 

the area. , 

But the most sensational 


walk starts at the iwh-centurj 
bridge at the hamlet of Lerryo- 
se%e?al miles out ofPolman. A 
riverside track goes down to 
the ancient Et^Qu^^ 
sail barges used to bnng their 
wares. The tide laps mto ter- 
rvn Creek twice a day. bring- 


ing with it the scent of the sea. 
The five-mile circular walk 
wrists and turns alongside the 
creek and through some wood- 
land which was recorded in the 
Domesday Book in 1086. The 
path eventually turns inland at 
[he old river quay at M 
Winnow. 

At the hamlet is a church 

which contains a shrine to two 
men from St Winnow. From 
what must have been a simple 
rural lifestyle, the two local 
boys grew up to become Army 
officers and ended up fighting 
thousands of Zulu warriors in 
the battle of Rorke’s Drift. 
After the church the track 
goes past a ruined mill and 


rHcrrooRAWs marchtu-apex 

ends up at an 18 th-century 
manor house. Hikers should 
ensure that their return to 
Lerryn, across a set of stepping 
stones, coincides with the 
licensing hours. At the local 
nub you can enjoy a pint ol 
good Cornish ale. Alterna- 
tively. vou can buy mugs of tea 
and coffee from the village 
shop- and if it's warm enough, 
sit on the nearby green, and 
watch the birds. 

Walks in the area : National 
Trust booklet. Coast of Corn- 
wall series No 21. Ftntvy. Tounst 
office: The Ticket Shop (m the 
tost Office). 4 Custom House 
miFo^ (01726 833616). 


cnaramig, village. ux tuuuau *“*• n — rr w _j 

that huddles cm one side of the were Drought m to be sanea 
mouth of the Fbwey estuary. and pressed m stacks up to on 

rn _ i. * -r war fk knOWu- 8$ 


high. The yards, known as - 
^Dchard palaces^, where the 
stacking took place can still be 
seen, attached to 
• : houses along the 
■pai waterfront: An- 
. otter feature of 
place the village is a 
... * i4th-centmy stone 
5 llKe blockhouse, which 
, •' was linked to a 
dated Similar fort on the 
opposite side of 
3H Of the estuary by a 
heavy .chain. Tb 
r. Milk - prevent pirates 
r ,W,MV and enemy ships 

V/1 . from entering the 

y " port the chain was 
' «amply yanked up. 

. But the best 


The heart of the village is high. The yards, known as j- 
made up of a mass of stone. “pDchard palaoetf*. wherethe 
cottages divided by a network stacking took place can son be J 
of Srow streets. “ 

^ ^'-SSSl 

SSS': 4 The place gttjl. 

; .w»SAS. seeras ,ike ./Stl ; 

an updated • 

..Si»«S- v^lonci 

tSJTSZ Under Milk 

ssss wb^r . s^5g£ 

£SdVS ; — — - 1 %>r , iS 

bder^wit^china clay- Oppo- thb,^.^ 
site the village is the pretty water life. You can 

tiTWn of Fowey.accessibleby a 

50 p passenger ferry. . eaua , waxcnuig 

Is S33SS ■a &Bgm \ 

• - row back lanes. ''^defetfroUcg^ir up into rocky l 

fight your way through, tne can be_ I 

SS?«TS!t « SE. 

and a jumper, and flop^^ beautiful 1 

The two pubs in the village theist- 

are subtly demarcated, one patns . . | 



Wfest Country ai^ 

H oliday boo^S^ ... L ^ 
Cornwall include the following 

wftbe directiy ; . - SSS numbers for . • ’ : - 
influenced by mi _ . ftjrt^detaflsshownni... , 

SStowatfi* '^^^^-Obty-Oss 

.i .Minw Over . .. - 'MavTlaV : 


brackets): ; , - 

1 MayrFadstpw Obpy <-« s 
celebrations- May.Day _ ^ 
mflririne the coming 


solar eclipse . - celebrations- May>«y . v 

Mongolia on 10 ^ enstom marking tirecommg 

bound to fuel interest in ^ ^ sprmg COlWl 533449). .-.. 
the next-but-one total^ , Mav: Helston Flora D^ ■ 

over west Cornwall . . . west for the 

ll.llam on 11 Angiisv ^-yericeofFuriy Danc^ 

Sgs.«: 

Snplete with a viewer . Riviera Dance Fe^^ 

.^end a cheque . victoria Hotel Banroom 

i— th^ ROVfll • ■ in 


Madingley _ 

tauristlnfonnatiou ... ^01736 62207)-- 

centres'in Penzance 

itinn 1 alto 


Helston FoDcbesovu* 

He,s thissummer 
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Travelling to Holiday France or Spain? 

■ spoil you the moment you drive on board. 
And our huge range of self-catering and self-dnve 
holidays and breaks will spoil you for choice. 


rroc HCKFS 0910 HO 5.37 (24HK5> MSESVAHONS 0990 360 360 
1 OR SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 
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Crying wolf in Scotland 

Should we be reintroducing native species to Britain? 
Daniel Butler considers schemes with teeth - and tusks 



Wolves — suitable for Scotland? photograph: planet earth 


P opular opposition 
was an insuperable 
problem for Dr Roger 
Panaman’s plans to 
open a wolf centre at Avicmorc. 
He had planned eventually to 
release the animals into the 
wild. After a long-running bat- 
tle with locals, on 10 February he 
reluetamly conceded defeat. "I 
still believe it is perfectly possi- 
ble to reintroduce wolves any- 
where in the Highlands," he 
protests. "There is no habitat 
problem, it is just a political one 
- no one is prepared to stand up 
to the landowners and farmers.” 

Enthusiasm for bringing back 
animals exterminated by our 
ancestors is increasing. Wild 
boar, beavers and wolves are 
prime candidates, and research 
has been taking place in Scot- 
land. Boar and beaver were once 
heavily hunted for sport, food 
and fur, and had probably died 
out by Shakespeare's day. BuL 
although the last English wolves 
disappeared around the same 
time, a handful survived for 
another two centuries in Scot- 
land and Ireland. The theory is 
that wolves would keep nature in 
balance by culling the overex- 
panded Scottish deer herds, boar 
would help forestry by control- 
ling undergrowth, and beavers 
would aid habitat regeneration. 

Resistance to wolves has. 
understandably, been pretty 
widespread in Scotland. A 
survey by 771c Scotsman last 
year revealed that only 1 7 per 
cent of locals wanted wolves on 
their doorsteps and just 36 per 
cent of all Scots favoured the 
idea. "Just because the High- 
lands are sparsely populated 
doesn't mean this is accept- 


able,” says George Anderson 
of ScotLish Natural Heritage 
(SNH). ' This is not the same 
country as it was 40. let alone 
20U, years ago; people who think 
that an animal should be rein- 
troduced just because it once 
lived here seem to forget that.” 
he says. “When people talk 
about bringing back wolves we 
simply say. 'think about it'.” 

The prospect of howling 
wolves in Scotland, however. 


may pale beside the possibility 
of contending with wild boar. 
These are powerful omnivores 
with snouts that act as a com- 
bined ploughs and battering 
rams. Just one boar can devas- 
tate an entire held of crops. 
“They go through root crops like 
a Rotavaior and can cause 
untold damage in vineyards and 
market gardens.” says an adviser 
for the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food tMAFF). 


Other habits include bulldozing 
through fences, dam ag ing 
watercourses by wallowing, 
and destroying the woodland 
understorey. Then there’s the 
risk of road accidents. “Imagine 
hitting a 300-pound boar at 60 
miles an hour,”' he says. 

Boar are comparatively com- 
mon across Europe and are 
generally tolerated, yet Tony 
Mite hell- Jones, a mammal ecol- 
ogist at English Nature, points 
out that Continental attitudes 
are heavily influenced by the 
powerful hunting lobby which 
prizes boar as a big-game ani- 
mal In Britain, as eating habits 
bave become more adventurous, 
tbe number of boar farms across 
the country has risen to about 
SO. The creatures are notorious 
escapologists and most farms 
have had more break-outs than 
a wet weekend at Colditz. 
Although the majority of boars 
are quickly recaptured or killed, 
some are thriving: “There 
are reports of breeding in Kent 
and possibly North Yorkshire,” 
says Mr Mitch el I- Jones. “We 
can't confirm these, but it's 
definitely possible.” 

Scientists say that accidental 
reintroduction would be a dis- 
aster. “Many farmed wild boar 
contain domestic pig genes,” 
says a MAFF advisor. If these 
get out into the wild you end up 
with a bastardised feral pig - the 
worst of all possible worlds.’' 

So if wolves and boars aren’t 
acceptable, what about beavers? 
The outlook for this toothy crea- 
ture is different - and there is a 
serious prospect of 
an officially backed reintroduc- 
tion scheme. The preliminary 
research has provided promising 


results. “Most people think of 
dams when they picture beavers, 
but that's the Canadian species. 
European beavers prefer tun- 
nelling in the river bank,” says 
Main Cooper, a vertebrate 
ecologist at SNH. 

Tree-felling, another habit 
associated with the animal, also 
appears to be less of a problem 
than might be imagined. 
Generally, beavers feed on 
herbaceous vegetation, and bark 
damage is confined to a narrow 
strip of land close to the water 
(some studies even suggest this 
may have a beneficial coppicing 
effect). Better still, so far the 
idea seems popular. Foils sug- 
gest that two-thirds of Scots 
favour the idea, and there are 
few objections from fanners or 
foresters. The only slight hiccups 
have come from fishermen, wor- 
ried that beaver activity might 
flood salmon spawning beds or 
block migrating fish. Research 
suggests that this is unlikely, 
however, and, as a next step, the 
scientists bave tentatively pin- 
pointed Norwegian beavers as 
those most closely related to 
their extinct Scottish cousins. 
Further work needs to be done 
on possible pilot sites, but Ms 
Cooper says if all goes well the 
new millennium coaid see 
beavers sw imming in Britain for 
the first time in four centuries. 



PHOTO: BRUCE COLEMAN 


D rought warnings from the water 
companies were all we needed 
for tbe heavens to open. In the 
last few days we bave been nearly 
drowned by horizontally-driven rain: 
fields are awash, our little river Is in 
spate, and springs are erupting in 
places that have been dry for years. 

The amount of water coming down 
has been colossal- One inch of rain 
dumps 22.000 gallons on every acre, 
and I reckon we have had 4in during 
the week: our smallholding of 12 acres 
must therefore bave been bombarded 
by nearly 10 million pounds of water. 
Yet only a tiny fraction of this life- 
giving flood will be caught or used by 
mam most has already filtered away via 
land-drains and ditches into the river, 
and on down the Severn to the sea. 

With the air frill of talk about 
drought and global warming, it is easy- 
to become obsessed about water. 
Walking up our modest stream, I try to . 
estimate tbe flow. How long would it 
take to fill a 100-gaJion bath? At its 
present rate, only a few seconds. This 
minor watercourse is channelling away 
hundreds of thousands of gallons eveiy 
day, and it is only one of hundreds 
fuelling the big river. 

I find it strange that our local water 
company, Severn Trent, which was 
obliged to impose a long-running 
hosepipe ban in the summer of 1995, is 
apparently doing so little to increase 
storage capacity. A spokeswoman 
assured me blandly that its system of 
reservoirs, rivers and subterranean 
aquifers is functioning well, but that no 
research is being done into the 
possibility of shunting water from the 
wet west to the dry east via some form 
of national gxid. 

Other bodies such as the 
Environment Agency and British 
Waterways have considered some such 
scheme, perhaps using canals, for 
annual rainf all in the west (more than 
100in in Snowdonia) is four times that 
in foe east (22in in Cambridge); but 
the idea is not as simple as it sounds. 
One difficulty is that the add upland 
water of the Severn, derived largely 
from the Welsh mountains, is quite 
different from water flowing out of 
chalk and limestone, and would play 
havoc with the ecosystem if discharged 
straight into the Thames. 

The most promising idea is the 
artificial recharging of aquifers, already 
pioneered with success by Thames 
Water. Hundreds of feet under 
London, beneath thick bands of clay, 
silt and sand, an immense mass of 
chalk extends 50 miles to north and 
south. The chalk, riven by horizontal 



The air is full of talk 
about drought and 
global warming, yet 
only a fraction of our 
rainfall is stored 

fissures, is in effect a colossal sponge, 
full of water; which has filtered down 
through the overtying strata. 

- For years, Thames Water has been . 
abstracting through, boreholes, but now 
. it hais begun doing the opposite: in • 
times of plenty, such as, flU-tfike • 
February, it is pouring treated water 
back downu.to replenish an - 
underground reservoir infinitely larger 
than any on the surface in Britain. 

I find the idea of the aquifers 
agreeably mysterious. Ts it not 
extraordinary that prehistoric sear . . 
water, still saline, should be lying 
beneath Abingdon? ■ 

Another simple and effective means 
of conserving water has been proposed 
by Mark HatC, a hydraulic engineer and 
demolition expert based in . . 

Oxfordshire. Eveiy house, he says, , 
should have its own underground tank 
for collecting rainwater off the root 
indeed, such a tank should be a legal 
requirement for any new dwelling. 

A pump would lift soft water to a 
header tank in foe attic, to be used for 
flushing lavatories. This single 
innovation would cut mains 
consumption sharply; it would also 
provide a supply for hosing down cars, 
watering gardens and washing hair. 

The farm on which I grew up in foe 
Chfitems once depended entirely on 
the rainwater it could collect and store. 
High on foe chalky hills, no ground 
supply was available, so five 
subterranean cisterns caught the run- 
off from the roofs of foe house and its 
surrounding barns. 

As in many crises brought on by the 
extravagance of modern living; foim-e is 
something to be said for a return to 
systems that functioned perfectly well - 
in' foe past. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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NORTHWEST 
01625 582MNI 
SOUTHWEST 
01225 H5A5I4 


NORTH EAST 
0191 261 222J 
SOUTHEAST 
01622 O9I200 


People usually only meet 


within the confines of their 


social circle . Dateline is 


the ideal way to expand 


your horizons 


Prut FRLfc Det.ula with No Oblig ation 
WRITV. fr.e ZJ ABlNGD'i'N RD 

Llindon WS 0AL or Caij. 


(01869) 324 100 
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drawing down the moon 

The original personalised 
introduction agency 
PROBABLY THE BEST AGENCY IN THE WORLD 
Adam -i Eva Maws, Kensington. 

0171-937 6263 


' &den 

PERSONAL INTRODUCTIONS 

* / •' ".1 stunning success rate... 

I Countless long lenii ivhili/niships” nail on sunday 

V Y) Windsor: 01753 830350 London: 0171 499 9626 

.^j\ I'clnt Hon* i.* - JH 7 hi Hires St reel ~ - SJ.-t ii'R 


TKYST IS A NATIONWIDE 

INTRODUCTION BUREAU 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER fl 

TEARS. TOR SUCCESSFUL. 
INTELLIGENT ANO SOCIALLY 

ACCEPTABLE SINGLE PEOPLE 

ARE YOU lOOKMQ FOR A 
TRULY PERSONAL SERVICE 

WITH SOME OLD FASHOftD 

VIRTUES AM} INTEGWTY 
AND FEES THAT AHEVWTHW 
REASON? 

TEL. HELEN SPAIN. 
01568 708554 
ANYTIME. ANYDW 


rmqtcn 

topmost' 



\tupu^eaiA 


0111708057 


1FC.ft»H»ABG 


ATTACHED? 
SEEKING ROMANCE? 


We Jie jIh; OVALITY juliensusll 
Newsletter scrsicc for moJern 
men and a omen A Ci.L eTTidcnL 
dLicreet. highly personal jervTCe 
LOVING UNKS 
So ile *ll. 

MIZ Regent Street 
London W'lR ftHH 
01BT 382 8300 or 
BjaMeiMCSOWg 




Best singles magazine 
for friendship or love. 
UK or Overseas fest IBM) 
Ftbb details - BarpanI offer 

s «ont:B." Jsr:N7i 
• ■ j So* 4 jonng rfSB 30*1 . 




Who joins an 
introduction agency? 

Read about the latest 2000 '■nembsf 
in our free quarterly magazine 

Ca=. = r5 
>::o c - 2 


’Cheshire Gris' Social Group 

Are your feu.-nds all getting 
married, having habits, lor 
just plain baring?) Looking 
loe«pind vour socmI coder 
Then rain Cheshire Cab - the 
new emoting Cheshire 
Members Club. 

For just CW. receive details 
of all our Members plus 
Invitations to fun social 
events, short breaks and 

holidays. 

01625 613256 

24 HoarslAnawerphoHt 


Opportn 


E re upeV p mu d m guy 
introduction sgsncy 
- WM-osn***ad mspeewd 

■ Sme^Biris ot membai a tito to 


national dMdtesa 
• Personal ctraUtatlon avWteUe 
■ Full leaerang and vsrtDcaOon 


» Total confidandaltty aa a mw 
PO BOX 7ft Mb* North YbrtaMra, 
VOB7YG Phone 01757 289850 



Independent Hearts 

The Independent Way to Meet New People 


By placing an advertisement in ihe The Independent Hearts section of The Independent and the Independent an Sunday you will 

immediately be in contact with over 1.66 million readers* 

The cost for your ad\ertisemem. published in the first available editions of the Saturday “Weekend" and Sunday "Real Life” sections 
is just £5.00 per line including V.A.T. (Box No is an additional £10.00. please cross here if you do not require a Box No □). 

Simply wriic your advertisement in the spaces below and fill in the coupon - Minimum 2 lines. 

(N.B. A character is a letter, a number, a punctuation mark and a space between words) 
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Name:... 

Address: 


u 


Postcode; 

Telephone (daytime): 


U Signature: 


I M I I 


All tfJnwjiWWj must hr ptepaut Cheques should hr made pureNc re Vu Puhlnhm? PC nr Jehu mi ; 

□ Access □ Visa □ Amex □ Driers Club Card expiry date:..— Card No 

Send all advertisements \o - 

Inikpendent Hearts: The Independent I9lh Floor. I Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London EI4 5DL • Telephone: 0171 293 1347 ■ Fm: 0171 293 2505 

This n/fi r iv unly upei r in pmate uJrertiM'rs. Truth enquiries are u eteume on the qhgve tehphvne nmnlvr *SRS Jun - June 'Of 


★ Sparkling Dinner Dances 

* Even ts lur jQ age 

HER' 

• SUFFOLK 

Cal) Eleanor for a friendly 
char & fi 



GUSTO 

The dining elub 
for gay men 

0171 336 6507 


Newspaper Pubfehing pfc 
requests that 

Commercial Organisations 
do not send malarial 
to our 

Private Advertisers 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The independent cannot 
guarantee that 
respondents will receive 
a reply when answering 
advertisements on this 
page, although we hope 
that as a matter of 
courtesy they will. 
When making contact 
with people for the first 
time it is advisable to 
meet in a public place 
and let a member of 
your family or trusted 
friend know where you 
win be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving our personal 
details. This wilt be 
respected by genuine 
respondents. 



THE DINNER CLUB (Eat. UG). The 
nations only countrywide dUUng 
club lor unattached prafas 
stanal/bustnasB people agad 2B+. 
Tat (01244) 350537. Bustnaas 
opportunities also available 
(01244)548816. 

QA7HJMS EMERALD. For romantic 
feitmxw a caring hmeductkms, 
writ® to: 6. The Maws. High St. 
Bettanhom, Kent, BR3 1 BO. 

1ST CLASS SERVICE together am 
unrtvatod valua. For Londonism 
professionals eredualvahr. MfexTs 

Eye Introduction* makes dd- 

taranea. Cafl tw 0800 4SS822. 

FKMN CAITUN ROS. bom 881 Feb- 
ruary 1997. thanks Independent 
Hearts lor Mummy and Daddy. 

GAY GlIY 47, taB. trim, m asc uli ne, 
romantic, caring, seeks affect. A 
unattached gant. 6040, tor friend- 
ship. possible t-to-1 raL Any- 
where. Photo piaasa. Boa No 
1:1998. 


Personal 



Services 


DRMKfOflUGS PROBLEM? Do you 

«nmt help lor younait, tamily or 

Wand? Uuflvtd date* if required, 
abM flexible 12 step abstinence 
based progs. Financial asafe. 
lanes. Tat fiar Poke House Heat- 
dMH Rahabttatfon Centre, mar 

Blackpool 01293 723 144 (Sttvs). 


SENSITIVE PROF. MALE. Minutes 
away fawn 40. Tall attractive, 
QSOH, rtfs, saeka lovaly female 
for reciprocal smtea and TLC. 
East Mtds/AnyKhare- What are 
you mbiuiee oaray from? Box No 
In 999- 


, Young-mkttfed Granny, 
tedfie GSOH WLTM lad 55-80 
grandad tor sharing/caring. Box 


TRUE SCORPIO MALE, 37. atfoc- 


■emta. HgMy modwtod A 10056 
prafasaionM. Saaks equal [afimj 
woman far commttment Photo 
naarntlaL London. Box No L2003. 

MALE, 44 YRS OLD. IPSWKH, Mn- 
gis, no depende nt s, computing 
professional snjoys golf, tennis, 
gardening, dandng. nature. 
WLTM pretty lady up to 35 yre. 
who has a heart of gold. PA. Box 
No 


PROF. ATTRACTIVE CHRISTIAN 


tng, art. mwAc, ffnatty has Urns, 
would Rka to meet man, afanihr 
age. (or Mondshtp/rslaBonsWp? 
&EBSL Photo spptwdated. Box 


DARE TO 
CONNECT?! 


* Explore and enjoy the ★ 
★company of interrating, ★ 

* unpretentious "reaT ★ 

* 8m^e people, make ★ 

* , new friends and * 

* develop honest, *• 

* sincere relationships *■ 

i People.wiftj httegrity * 
» humom sense or fun * 
J and adventure, and a J 
^keenness bd enjoyTlfe to* 

* thefull-now! * 

* Gcdd . J 

{Connections* 

01865 511774 I 

Peconal Inhodncdons and * 
rocialevaita fronia higfajy ★ 
mperioiced and resptSed ' ★ 
rompaiy xpvb&Jnj ip ★ 

rotldngdrady w ith empat hy. ★ 
CovrrinRaxfWnS®E, * 
B UCKS, BE RKS, BATH. * 
’WUSTOi, GLO$ ★ 

* WUS,N0ttrH^n5WARfS. * 

+*+ * +++* dNrfr A * A 


GAY PROF. II 40, tad, dm, Rt, 
Mj*y, britftt, easygoing wMi 
WGSOH. Brea swim m ing, waPdng. 
arts, in gensraL WLTM guy 30-45 
tar gen. tun 5 friend sh ip. 
WorCi'WJUWs. Photo please. Box 
No £2006. 

NORMAL, ATTRACTIVE, omfenfctic 
woman. Oxford greditete witti 
gnnm 19 chAdran, WLTM htfnrsst- 
ing, affecdonaM. adeenturoue 
man 45+. Box No *2007. 

WBKTHEn-BGATEfi WHITER, Ivtng 
Bke an anotMrtta on Scottish 
coast, wodri Bca to share hopes. 


ttwughfcd. i maNg aa w oman who 
anfoya' 


JANE WOULD UKE TO ncato, 


Wofl 

dona. All my kMe, Sbtert.br Mefd. 
TALLMALE, 37, from Donat now 
woita to MHon Keynes. Bkas 
txxaitryaide, muafc. good food. 

supennarfeat*. WLTM 
attraafi ve lady, 2S-4a Box No 
11997. 

OVEREDUCATED SUCCESSFUL 
(but not wottahoBc), digfe. nfe 
Mb 40's, varied l&MraMs. 

tady. (S-YoricaWra). BeocNotlWG. 


PETITE FBJAL^ 40 YRS OLD, aen- 
aBhe, HidemfemAnB.aaataaiafe 
canfldam tor long ferm retaHon- 
ship. Elflds. Bm No t1994. 

GAY PROFESSIONAL MAl£ra7yis 
- oM, WLTM favety-mfedad, gande, 
odoctewd younger man £25-35 yrs 
oM), faMuy torrewna. ti wtre . 
meals, posmiy.. - more. 
IxmdnVOKbxd. BwNcrL-ISBX 


GENTLE CRONE 
■Join da vtvre' 
1:1 SC9. 


Mnd 
Box No 


AFFABLE. CARWQ, FIT, Otmcltre 
men. 34 yrr» otd.-aofeem ; with 
eonmry pad, seeks cUtorad «du- 
caad woman tar companionship, 
long wauea and warm Area. Photo 
a ppreci a ted. Box NoLIBSS. 

THOUGHTFUL WCTMN with atenu- 
UtUig Job aaaka oompattola man 
(v aiopi^ng in and stopping ouL 
4IT». Bat No 1:1992. 

TWO WARM, (NTEUJOENT, Irxto- 
pandani tamale^ 35 and 42. Mng 
in Toscany, would Bn to ahare 
: ChfaiO ■ cvpuctdno; and outtura, 

- wttitwotmdKhad.realaaafaim: 
Oar age. Photo pfedse. Box No 
H975. 

GAY" MALE 37, . professional, 
stressed and IwaOng Tor 40, 
WLTM abright strong, gentte guy, 
youngertf and funny, to pottLaS 
bto parepeettva, and ahtn IBa, 
■love, vdnaand flfana. .Photo would 
be good. Wafea/S.W. Boot No 

irtssa 

CARING ROMANTIC PROFES- 
. STOMAL male. 4tTs looks StTa. 
Sves In besottftrf countrystdf. 
WLTM atbaotfre woman in har 
30’s. Photo pkwaa. Box No L1977, 

NORMAL, ATTRACTIVE WOMAN. 
40‘s, dbotced. Oxtoni . based. 
Owe an, books; dSas, reddoon, 
WLTM skicsre, InfeNgan fm an, 3 S- 
55 tor ret Ml oi aW p.Btw NoU974. 

PROF. MALE42,mnwodc, Mtartng, 
Okas doemo; rdwdc. bonYiysW 
seeks. brigbLMnd.-anwMre lady, 
3G40 ywrebM, torareHkmatiip. 

Waal, Bom No Trims. 

MST. DOCTOR. 37 YRS OLD, 
.1S7 a, BriBMGerman. 
N.W.OTIUL. with fanar- 
faiWamL itkjsIc, medteHoo; 
odturie, wnrid atlafas, md more, 
.saalcs tttetaoana one apodal wfih . 
beauty, wttdom, and humour, to 
-(flaeover new horizons, and 
ogAoren part ot haasan logattMd 
Photo appre cia te d Box No 1. 1864. 

XSIEFORDSWI& HERO torafer. 
■WytWfeh), whoEstdndnesspar- ’ 

aonWad and has a zest tor Ha, 

sought by slim. 48 yrs young. 
atfeacHM tody. Box Ho l:iB7a ■ 


Charities 


A 


ire is suffering 
rom ' " 


CUrB looks perfectly heaHhy. BLit Wig's suffering terribly because last vear 
i btrm st ca ncor toft her without a mother. 

H f r . it> ? y .^ in ' t 80 tM1uai>il - BWbs* twicer a the tingla moat common enuiM 

**■ Allthtt women whe 

oted wt Mends and Csmly. Soma WI yotmg children. 

WsaSIdwi't knew how breasfacancar develops. Which is why ws supparl 
^ ” >u ^ 8 an d frtrtmerrt, caofad out by 
^ ^ a<d 6,Ttfg&8 wnirw.c'T BXC * fl wxte throughout tha country. 

Pteato, pwng hdp us to target the cure by fratdkrg this Vital n iirn i ii 
Your donation couklnt be more important, ^uttcmerdbaiio^^ 
m*y weak in Britain, it atoo hi«s oounfl»temiles^0te^^^ 

. Please help with a credit card donation 
by calling om 404 395S 

The Breast Cancer Campaign TTl Wgh Hdlbom, London WCTV8JS. 

RsateStedOterttyMa.399rea 
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Anna Pavord meets the men 
from the Garden Rescue Service 


“G 


andeners to Babylon”, it 
says on tbe&ontof StJobn 
Stephens’ milk-float He’s 
proad.pf the mint-float. 

My most famous idea m the bath yet* be 
says. Mr Stephens runs the Garden Res- 
cue Service, based in Primrose Hifl, north 
London, and the green-apd-yellow float, 
packed with tools, plants and garden rub- 
bish, is a familiar ri g ht in the streets of 
Highgate, Islington and parte of Hackney.. 
Sometimes it even strays as fas asNotting 
HQ11 Gate or Cbelsea, where outlying 
window-boxes get the St John service.' : 

But why a mflk-floar? “It does less dam- 
age to ourhrags than anything else I could 
think of,” he regies. The pedal bikeswith 

*!■ i -* _ 1- i* j t 


* wuium Witj MUUCia^ 2LUU UiXUU i. 

enough flat space to feny plants about 
The float has a battery, charged up; 
overnight andabig, flat base for plants. 
“When we stop, at traffic lights, people try 
to buy stuff off the back of the float” 

A big blackboard on the wall of; their 
office - one of the waiting-rooms at the 
old Primrose Hfll railway station — shows 
wbattbe Garden Rescue Service is up to 
at the moment; landscaping, derign, limn- 
ing, turfing, fencing, treUis, clearance, 
pruning. They provide plants and build 
planters to put them in. They make popd 
cowers and storage b ins from recycled tirof 
ber.They have a little wfldlifepadrat3B ; 
Goodsway, London NWL They pick i tp; 


* garden rubbish and deliver it toCamden’s 
_ . recyxJing centre, where it s used to feed 
a power station. They adviseon “inte- 
grated pest management” (using bugs to 
catdibugs) and run a small garden library 
- for the use of their clients. 

"Ws’re not just a maintenance service,” 
saykSt Johnfinnty, tHggrng lwg<r>ra g ft«> p 
even tower down over his eyes. “We tike 
to feel we are giving these gardens back 
to their owners^ for them to enjoy and 
work in as well Wb he^ with things 
can’t tackle. ” Sadi as nmaway wTsteria, 
overgrown rambling roses, leaking ponds. 

• CUy gardens hare their own special 
problems; earth that is sometimes little 
; more than ground-up bricks and mortar, 
drotight/shade, cats- emecmQy cats. And 
no side entrances. Only 20 per cent of the 
gardens that St John and his two team 
..'leaders, Leo and Josh, gp to have direct 
access. The rest of them can be reached 
only through the house. “ 

That means quantities '-of polythene 
sheet to cover the Trail carpet,' owners 
chicking anxiously, all rubbish packed 
hygienically in black plastic bin-liners. 
*Ohy^*TriiysXeOk nodding his fair hair 
extensions (they are priDedbackinto a 
pony-talfl). “Wb are very skilled at going 
. thrmyjfa houses.” :* 
j ■ SftJohi ^s asbe 

vershy c^^^Asi^^hy working as a 



More than a maintenance service; the rescue team (left to right) St John Stephens, Josh and Leo 


PHOTOGRAPH: ANDREW BUIUMAN 


chef, then wandered northwards, set- 
tling finally with a sister in Edinburgh. He 
got die allotment to grow herbs, became 
good at growing things, then picked op 
work as a jobbing gardener. But the cold 
drove him south again and here be is in 
Rnznrose HiD. with - be seems riigbdy sur- 
prised that it’s so - his own business. 

The typical client, be says, is aged 28- 
50, professional, short of time but inter- 
ested in the garden. “Publishers,” puts in 
Led “Yes,” says St John. “Lots of pub- 
lishers. ” And is it easy to agree with a 
client what needs to be done in the gar- 
den? “Oh yes," says St John. “But we 
don't always agree amongst ourselves,” 


adds Leo. ‘‘Well happily bicker for hours” 
acknowledges St John. “Josh won't ghe 
house room to hibiscus, but he likes berge- 
nia" Leo says the word with incredulity. 
“A healthy exchange of prejudices,” 
explains Si John- 

Greenness is important to them. And 
recycling. As few pesticides as possible. 
No petrol. No landfill. But with the 
vague, incoherent leaning towards the 
organic that often affects town garden- 
ers, it’s also good business. The little 
wildlife park they have made at 3B 
Goodsway in the shade of the world’s first 
gasometers has eoviranmentaily-fnendly 
ponds and walkways, but Garden Rescue 


also sells plants and planters there. 

And they don’t spin a web of mystery 
around garden design. “Look,” says St 
John. “Design has rocome from function. 
A London garden has to be an extension 
of the house. So you just have to ask 
people what this room is for." “Courtyard 
and curtain,” says Leo. “Courtyard and 
curtain,” agrees Sr John. I begin to feel 
this is a mantra that has passed me by. Si 
John explains. The courtyard is the out- 
ride, living bit, the curtain the screen of 
plants that protects the courtyard from 
being overlooked, or screens off a bad 
view. They are the two most important 
elements in any design. 


My trip ends with a ceremonial visit to 
the milk-float, parked on the far side of 


the railway bridge. As it sits there, bug- 
eyed, umhreat 


ilening, with its cargo of 
rakes and compost, wisteria prunings 
and winter heathers, you realise what a 
clever piece of PR it represents. Leo and 
Josh are relieved that St John has finally 
decided against adding a couple of three- 
wheeled vehicles to the transport fleet. 
“Inherently unstable” is the verdict; 
“inherently uncooP the sub-text. 


The Garden Rescue Serxicc, 123 Regent s 
Park RtL London NW1 (0171-5S6 7714). 
is open Wednesdays and Fridays. 


“C 


an you tell ' me 
whether planting, a 
__ wisteria in a 
tontS&ifcsuKa 
is likefy u> be successful ?” asks 
Caroline BenweU of Heme HiS, M 
London. “J long for a wisteria 
draping my balcony but nty 
surveyor has vetoed one in the 
pound (subsidence, cracks,' 
drains etc). If not a wisteria, ■ 
could you suggest another 
climber (a vineFa hop?) that 
might be happy inn container 
for many yaps? I want same* 
thing tlwtwiU be really happy as 
long as it's fed, watered and 
loved. J did grow a Qematis 
moutana in d haif-bamel and 
persuaded myself that it didn't 
knowhwasmpraxm,butwhen- 
I eventually planted it property, 
it positively exploded into powth 
and 1 felt guilty at having de- 
prived it of freedom for so long. " 

Mycnvnfeelingistbttawisr 
teriaisunfikefytobebappyfor ■ 
years in a hafiMJarret If it is to 
drape Ms BenweM’s balcony it 
has a lot of work to do, and i t 
is difficult to imagine that a 
half-barrel would provide suf- 
tthere maybe 



wanner dimates produces kiwi 
fruit When suited, it will grow 
to 30ft. The leaves are hand- 
c *^Sti^r‘®k-^apaiHHieaif- r ' 
shaped. It’s worth growing as 
a foliage plant alone and since . 
Ms Benwell mentioned a vine 
and ahop ^alternatives to the 
wisteria; she presumably does 
not mind doing without flow- 
ers. 'When the actinkfia is est- 
abbshed/ she could grow a 
clematis fin a separate barrel) 
to scramble up through h- 


fia'ent spark. Buti 


wisterias whoseloying owners 
can prove otherwise/ ff there 
are, Fdliketohearfiramthem.. 

. Gardening WhicK?, asked/' 
the same question, replied The Alpine Garden Society is 
that wisteria would grow in *•! holding ^n early spring show 
fob, but would ■ be strutted,., today fl2pnt43QpTn) alMarfc 
though, being confined, it .Hall School, First Avenue, 
might come mto flower more t Harlow/Esset Fritillaries, 
quickly than young wisterias- dwarf narcissus, saxifrages, 
usually do. I waited eight years ' wiM cydamen and primulas 
for the first bloom on my B'cs- wfli be among the flowers put 
•teria venusta {not in a tub)i~ . . up. for competition at this 
The most successful dpnber' show. Admission £f. 

I have ever seenin a container.- : _ ";-i "• . 

is an Actmidia chmensiswbkhf The Royal ; National Rose 
stretches tp extraoKfin^A^ will bold its annua! 
lengths from a terradjforAfi' . pruning demonstrations today 
Baba jar on the roof gardenbf - and tonxnTow(llain-4pin) at 
Rick Mather, the archit ec t. It^_ The Gardens of foe Rose, 
is foe vine commonly called - . OusweB Green, Herts (01727 
Chinese gooseberry, which: in 850462). Admission £4. - 



IVVA. J-fvt-v*. r — 

r droughts, accompanied by hosepipe^ 05 regular 
ces and seosibfegaideoeis shraild Kfvmiage - 

ng rainwater now. . 

-gallon water tern is an attractive and cosf-effioem metnoo- 
» rainwater for oseiD ya&aa, aH^ear roond-lt a ; 

■ ingrren witii a Wadklid tod is «Kwkfed 6?® durable . . . 
1^ bOttis resferantto bpd^fto« mdto ^stomon 

« sommer’s bear. . 

er boa is on offer n > reader s fbrjnst £32^, catfflg6 

• - » nwndprsqufflPt 27s 


- only £32.95 




have abaft, the raSnsav«xn^.l* ordered 
ot its own fyrj?it£9d5 (ineJ? + P)- ■ • ■ 

Supplied with a 12-iwwth pucuase, die butt 
has a dutaHiSnp aida'teuh in lid. » , 



j" pBMtfnwtmr - '■ _ Wng BUBUl + 

I ~ - RaW'pC*} ® iSSS cash. 


fut SUoamO £3Z9f adL 
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Over 50 different signs 
from stock, >ist £3.95 or 
yourchofcaofvwn&ig 
. fa-am«ie£5.95> 
Please ring for details 

Raymac Signs 

Tkl: tQt 633) 9000 IS 
amwrwia cam, vautm 
ton ear 



Get Growing in a 
GrowMate! 


Cal nowte afrea bioctuB 
or 01 631 72053S,or 

write to: BactwHOcxtemaa 
DaplND,BarcafcSna, 
OBAN,Argyl PA371SL 


GREENHOUSE 
HEATERSSmJ 



GREAT NEWS 
for GARDENERS 

Colour ntastrattd 
Cabdognc 
Westfield Read 
Slyfiefel Industrial 
Estate. GuSdkxd 
SurtByGUI 1RR 



The Calor Gas Centre 
Gukftjrd (01483 300410 



r t his irrcik ,-.rc! 

v uv OUTLOOK 


Call 0800 919164 for: 

1. Your FREE book of garden 
landscaping IDEAS. 

2. A list of local stockists 
with a similar outlook. 


CAMAS Budding Mmib 
HuMWMiUUooc. 
DatftntijcDt£3FT 


BRAD5TOM 


Qualiu Bulh [i^labiishod Sunniior 

SNOWDROPS 
IN THE GREEN 


Single Snowdrops £3.50 per 50 
" " £6.50 per 100 

Double Snowdrops £4.50 per 50 
: n £8.50 per 100 

Aconites £4.00 per 25 

£7.00 per 50 
Miniature Daffodils £5.00 per 20 
Snowflakes £5.00 per 10 
Bluebells £5.00 per 50 

All bulbs freshly lifted for each order. 
P/edse add £1 towards p&p 
Cheques & postal orders to: 




A Brown. A.B. Nursery. 
Dept IN. 21 \\ estmead Avenue. 
Wisbech. Combs. PF-In 2 SL. 
Tel: 01945 465310 


To advertise in this 
section please call the 
Gardening Team 
on 0171 293 2344/2323. 


Woodtand Nursery grown 
WILD FLOWER BOLES 


2-ypoid Mue&efl tuStea 

C73Q 


100-.£I3gerZ50 


„ .. seeds. £7 .50 per 
1000. £15 Cor 2300. 

Mato wfld Daffodil bubs 
25 tor £7.50. 50 for £12.50 I 
bidudes free dehwy and.. 
inknradvE Vfild FtoveW 
catalogue vBb M cidusl 
frjsawatons. Deta&ta 
H. Tboac. Brsnas, Underlet. 

Gwynedd 1X23 THF 
01678 530 ®7 LA 


PENSTEM0N 


We o» stsxii grew® d tee 

gacBMtfcT:tE3dc?ei!53wasvfl' 
btesisEJsfibNbCTto 
issfrirteaSr noned 
TOfifestitfi^tisSOicEzd 
ctanta at afrfre pcstage. 


nawnWrt>?TTtw»*fc- 
PetincPMteisas, 
Peattaa, tahoit Was# VR1S»B 

TA 01386 554672 


BLOOMS^ Bressingham 

BLOOMS CHOICE 

Herbaceous Border Collection 


Hardy border plants are 
the mainstays of the 
garden. They are 
trouble-free and vfl) 
flo w e r year after year; 
increasing in 

each year. Evay 
two or three years /S 
they can be lifted 
and divided to 
increase your stock. 

Wfe have a collectioa of 15 perennials on offer which wtU be specially chosen to | 
guarantee a stunning display of colour year after year and to compliment each 
other superbly. The collection will include some of the following: AlcbenuDa 
Moffis - Lady’s Mantle with grey-green leaves and loose sprays of tiny, yellow- 
green flowers; Cawipannh Peradfofia - Bellflower with dark green leaves and j 
nodding, cup-shaped flower; varying from white to pate and deep blue; 

Digitalis GrandSflora - Foxglove with spikes of primrose-yellow flowers on 
compact plants; Euphorbia Pblytihroxna - Spurge with sulphur-yellow flowers; | 
Gafllardta Goblin - Blanket flower with dwarf red and yellow flowers; Geum 
Lady Strathedon - free flowering double yellow; Heuchera Bressingham 
Hybrids - coral bells; N'epeta Mnssinn - Catmint with small flowered spikes 
and aromatic leaves; Doronacum Cane. Magnifies nn - yellow daisy-like 
flowers. 

Each variety will be despatched in a 9cm pot ready for planting straight out 
foBawmg our horticulturai instmctkms provided. The coflection of 15 plants is 
available for just £14.95 and despatch will be in mid-March. 


GUARANTEE 


01245 326004 


• Vitettodaaieou-cornrrttTienrtosenteo, 
qjciVc ndvcitetyby offering twelve 
morths 

• Price 


■ Mxiccnrekjnwtfhin'IrictoysforatU 
’note 


leftnd arepfccement 1 1 
saBsSed 



24 hour credit card order service 


Herbaceous Bander Offer, BJoomsd 
Bmssto^iam, Med Order, Admefl965 
CBresstegfxxn), Dfss, Norfbfic tP222BR.| 
WedefivertoaflodctessesIntheUK. 

Northern keiand. Offer 
st±>ject to avaiciiity. , 

*u t »OTnotf i»iWioa« aT OHB3I t 


BLOOMS*/ Bressingham 

■ oum amm OT mrn wmm mm mom mmm mom omm ■ 

Pteose send me: Hetooceous Border Cofiectlon(S) §> £14.96 eoch 

Nome:. 


Address. 


Postcode: . 


enclose crossed cheque/postai order tor 


. made payable to 


| Blooms of Bressingham or detail my Mostercard/Visa cord bv £ . 

"f y Expiry Date; 


| Card No; 7 


I Onsets to HERBACEOUS BORDER OFFER. BLOOMS OF B^ESSJf'KSHAM. Mail I 
I Order. Acfrncfl 965 (Bressingham). Dfss. Norfolk. 1P22 2BR. | 

*S»WMe<Biertxrom»«Ck^60e»*W0rW»Dnc«IJB Bjogcnno.wtntor«»«ih*.eolWi, 

j tamcwncCTttaoowwJ&vWADfccJUa MtwKkrmg Q H PU P o |l 

CM3SX mg IW ?BXlJc| BHB3 1| 



SNOWDROP IN THE GEM OFFER 

I 169 The Nurseries, Clamp HiO 


Smstfropa’^alantlresniraliB’ area most for the early 
Spring Garten. If yw w*aM 13» a drift of drees, it will 
soon be time fa plant them- whilst d» leaves are s£iH 


I 


Stanmore Middx, HA73JS 


Name* 


green. Today, we are offering 100 bulbs fix anljf3.45,or I AdcfresR. 

200 ibr£Z7^ toehtdliz^ postage direct from &eatir«ry. 1 — 

are idealfijr plutmg under deddmne trees or dtrubs | 


.Tel. 


now ■ Postcode. 

an 01^1 427 3868 or fill in tiseoapon. For more details of _ 

SoimaeriknrmngWte why not ring or write for wrfiw I ll>fi ^,^ rh ^ navah i cto 
ooloorGlalt^ 400 items fa cboftse&im and 300 snpefi t^ 8eW 15t!!!l2SS 

■pbofaiBalbs from the experts, 15 s Chelsea Gold 
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consuming 


Not such super markets 


Getting a bargain isn't so 
easy, reports Debbie Davies 


vertone wants a bargain. The 
supermarkets have thou- 
sands on offer. But do we get 
what we bargain for? The 
Consumers' Association says the pro- 
liferation of price cuts, free gifts and 
bonus points in supermarkets today 
actually confuses prices and makes 
price comparison and shopping 
around more difficult. Latest figures 
suggest it has a point 
AC Nielsen, a market research 
company, says our supermarket shop- 
ping habits have changed surprisingly 
fast oxer the past two years. One- 
third of us used to shop around 
between supermarkets; now only one 
in four does so. Our eye has moved 
instead to loyalty card bonus points 
and in-store promotions. Two years 
ago less than two-thirds of us always 
looked out for special price offers; 
today. 85 percent of us shop this way. 
Our interest may he in filling our trol- 
leys with promotions from the 
Olympiad of special deals on display”, 
the reality is that the proportion we 
buy on promotion has hardly 
changed. Of the shopper's trolley. 
Nielsen says, last year 21.8 per cent 
of groceries selected were on pro- 
motion compared with 21.2 per cent 
the previous year. 

So a shopping environment that 
makes big promises about giving so 
much away free does not necessarily 
mean more savings for shoppers. 
Worse, it can cost you money. 

Clive Vaughan, retail director with 
Verdict, a company that studies 
supermarkets, says that there comes 
a point at which more price pro- 
motion is counter-productive for 
shoppers. "Faced with a kaleido- 
scope of signs, customers can lose 
touch with price positioning,” he 
says. At this point, according to the 
Consumers' Association's theory on 
confusion pricing, shoppers have no 
choice but to stick with a brand of 
retailer or product they know in the 
hope that the familiar can be relied 
on to offer the best value for money. 

In practice it is easy to see how the 
supermarkets' torrent of promotions 


and price cuts can leave you bewil- 
dered and even out of pocket. This 
is what happened to me when I went 
on a supermarket sweep in search of 
bargains: 

• Information overload. Three 
items I bought registered a higher 
price at the check-out than that 
advertised on the shelf. Providing you 
know the correct price, stores will 
check your information and correct 
their mistake, as they did in my case, 
or risk falling foul of misleading 
price legislation. Supermarkets rely 
on staff to synchronise prices dis- 
played on shelves with those charged ' 
at the check-out. This means thou- 
sands of changes in store every week: 
Tesco claims it offers 2,000 price pro- 
motions in addition to 600 lowest 
price deals: Sainsbury runs a more 
sedate 1.000 special promotions, but 
the entire offer changes every week. 
With supermarkets open seven days 
and 24-hour opening mooted. Nick 
Adcrly, head of in-store marketing 
and promotion at Sainsbury, admits: 
"There are times when the super- 
market's shelf tickets do not tally with 
prices charged at the check-out.” 
Electronic shelf-edge pricing is the 
ultimate thermostat on promotions, 
allowing supermarkets to turn offers 
on and off. up and down, electron- 
ically, with simultaneous changes 
across the point-of-sale program and 
the shelf edge, but the cost of instal- 
lation means that this may be some 
way away. More likely are hand-held 
scanners which will roam the store 
with you. flashing promotional mes- 
sages at you as you shop. 

• The missed opportunity. Com- 
mon sense tells you that everyone will 
pick up the free product when they 
are buying something on the promise 
of "buy one. get one free” - a “bog 
off" as the trade calls it. In fact. man- 
ufacturers such as Bird’s Eye. which 
run “hog offs" on everyday grocery 
lines, know that between 5 and 20 per 
cent of shoppers will miss out on the 
free produel, effectively paying twice 
what they should have for buying the 
single item. Like the National Lot- 



Tfie supermarkets' torrent of promotions can leave you bewildered 


tery's unclaimed millions, every 
supermarket must have its stack of 
unclaimed freebies. It would be sim- 
ple to rectify. “Buy one, get one free” 
offers could he banded together, or 
the supermarket point-of-sale term- 
inals could be programmed to relay 
a message at the check-out that the 
customer is entitled to a free item, 
rather than the current system which 
comes into play to deduct Lhe second 
item only when the customer takes it 
I missed out on free hoi cross buns, 
frozen vegetables and cheesecake, all 
on “buy one, get one free” prom- 
otion, because I did not see the signs 
or was not reading the promotional 
messages carefully enough. And 
don't expect staff at the check-out to 
lip you off. Even when I tried buy- 
ing of the most heavily pro- 
moted “three for two" offers, no one 
told me that when you buy two you 
can take another pack for free. 

• In the dark. Supermarkets are 
selective about how they advertise 
deals and special prices around the 


store. Confectionery promotions, 
such as Teseo’s current promotion on 
Lindt chocolate, which allows you to 
buy one and get another at. half price, 
would seem highly relevant at the 
kiosk you typically find at the en- 
trance to supermarkets. Here, pur- 
chases are very often confectioneiy. 
In fact. Tesco makes no mention of 
the promotion at its kiosks, although 
it displays Lindt here along with 
other confectioneiy. You need to be 
shopping in the meat department 
before you come across the prom- 
otional message. So the shopper who 
is already likely to buy confectionery 
buys unaware of his entitlement to 
another bar at half the price, while 
the promotion tempts those buying 
meat to add chocolate to their trol- 
ley. I was caught out with a soap pow- 
der promotion. Following the “buy 
one, get one half price” sign, i chose 
the powder next to the sign, check- 
ing the size of pack I needed to buy 
- 3kg- with the promotion message. 
In fact, the promotion was on an- 


PHOTOGRAPH: GERRAINT LEWS 

other brand of powder, so I paid full 
price for my 6 kg of soap powder. 

• The duds. 200 extra points on 
your loyalty card when you buy two 
packs of lyphoo 160 tea bagp at £2.99 
per pack is a far speedier way to earn 
rebates than adding points at the 
usual rate of five for every £5 spent 
This offer featured in Sainsbuiy’s 
Reward Card promotion last month 
but it appeared less attractive when 
I compared the price I paid for.tea. 
Instead of £5.9S, I could have paid 
£168 for two packs of Wu'trose 160 
tea bags. Yes, paying £3 JO more for 
two packs of Typhoo gained an extra 
200 points, or £2 voucher, but as it 
was foil-wrapped, round tea bags with 
tea of specified origin that I wanted, 
Wiitrose fitted the bill just as well as 
Typhoo. 

This bunch of promotions added 
more than £6 to my bill against which 
I can set savings. I have just abbot 
managed to break even- My natural 
appetite for promotions is not quite 
as strong as it once was. 


Under the Counter 

Dirty weekends? I’d 
rather stay at home; 


I was made to go to the 
country last weekend. 
Getting away from it all-, 
sounds heavenly r but in real- 
ity I don’t want to gel away 
from it all I like it alL 
In order to make this rustic 
sojourn ns brief as possible, I 
spent Friday night in town 
and-dosad up on the synthetic 
pleasures of metropolitan 
life, trying to block out the 
manure and cider that was 
waiting at the end of the 
motorway. Saturday morning 
involved lugging heaps of 
unflattering outerwear to the 
car, as our hosts were bound 
to make us go for cold, damp 
walks round their muddy 
land, to admire their yawn- 
ingly efficient fences and 
incredibly dull ditches. 

On arrival down on the 
farm, initial depression set in 
as 1 had to gird my loins and 
protect my soft Italian hand- 
bag from the eight dogs arid 
the charging geese. Our . 
hostess (seven months preg- 
nant with twins) was wearing 
a never-washed hairy sweater 
and stirring a pot of some- 
thing brown and steaming on 
the Aga. After we had patted 
her. tummy and congratu- 
lated him on his amazing ly 
powerful testicles, there 
came an immense lift to my 
country blues - they poured 
us huge G&Ts and switched 
on Blind Date. 

Then it was time for din- 
ner. As I lifted a forkful of 
duck, a hearty shout came 
from the kitchen: “Vfateh out 
for the shot!” Thank God I . . 
didn't crunch bn one of these 
mini ballbearings, as I’ve just 
spent more money on a filling 
than I did on a new tumble 
drier. My husband, however, 
hit the jackpot, and was spit- 
ting out shot all evening. I 
had been hoping that knead- 
ing had not come into our 
hostess’s culinary prepara- 
tions, but dessert was home- 
made apple pie: I won't love 
totakea^Yakultfora ; 
while, as she could have 
growrunustard and cress in 


those palms. 

Of the country-pursuits 1 
might have dreaded, Srmdriy 

. morning’s activity hadn’t - 
even crossed my mind — a 

- 730am start to take fifty cute 
Ijttte lands ro the slaughter. 
We hadn’t even bad break- 
test! On arrival at the abat- 
toir, we were greeted by a 
grim-faced ewe with rigor 
mortis, who bad come down 
from Scotland^ but obviously 
didn’t Dravel wdi I tried not 
to think of the talking sheep 
in Bober, and hoped h would 
be beef for hmau 

Our host’s idea erf a pre- 
prandial was tomake us 
muck out the cattle, then 
give them bales of stinking 
silage (which the poor cows 
actually eat). At least l was 
semi-prepared fortius, and 
had doused my polo-neck 
with Gioigio, so was able to 
smother myself every time a 
hale arrived. 

' It was beet Li fact it was 
“Flossifc" for lunch. But we 

- were only eating her because 
she had no reproductive 
organs, so there was no point 
in keeping her. Yum, yum - 
pass the horseradish. 

Never again will I be 
tricked with promises of 
bucotic bliss. It’s all about 
dung and death in the coun- 
try. I can create my own. rural 
idyll at home - safety within 
die boundaries of tbe M25. 
Emulating Emmerdale: 
Cultivate stomach-flora 
hygienicaDy with Yakulti 
(each 65ml bottle contains 
6.5 billion active Lactobacil- 
lus casei Shirota). A pack of 
seven costs £2.50 from most 
supermarkets; wallow in 
manure-free mud with . 
AHava black, miner al-rich 
Dead Sea mud, £143)5 per 
kilo from Selfridges, Oxford 
Street, London; adopt a pig, 
£20, or a goat, £90, from 
London Zoo, and visit it 
when feeling Marie 
Antoinetteish. telephone 
017 1-722 3333 few details. . 

Lyndsay Cakier 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


classified • independent traders 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


House and Home 


• FACTORY SHOP • 

i SOFAS & SOFA BEDS ! 


From Factory to you! NO MIDDLEMAN! 

Styled and made lo your own requirements. Deeper scats - Higher 
or lower backs - Soft or firm cushions. A choice of hundreds of 
fabrics from Sandersons. Liberty. Monkweli and others. All work 
carried out by craftsmen and women. Not mass produced. We also 
undertake rcupholstering to the public and interior designer. 





4l-Mi.ll,. , 






OPEN 7 DAYS 



LU jr Z 
^ _i £ a o 

C= V. ~ “ 


i POETSTYLE LTD, UNIT 1, Bayford St Industrial Centre, Marc St, I 
ft (Nr Well St), Hackney, London E8 3SE. Telephone 0181 533 0915. & 

ft ■■ ■■ — — - ft 


House and Home 


MORI ARTI S 

SOLID PINE 
STORAGE BEDS 



^(01233)850214^ 


- Don't forget 
to mention 
The Independent 
when replying to 
adverts 


Duniopilloj 

LATEX a so 






for cushions & mattresses 



NEW CUSHIONS 
For chairs, suites, 
bench sea tine etc. 
Uncovered or 
with our own 
fined covers. 


MATTRESSES 
Made lo 
measure any 
size and in 
your individual 
comfort. 


MATTRESS 
OVERLAYS 
A separate 2 in. 
deep layer for 
instant relief on 
a too hard bed. 


M EVERYTHING DCUVBtEDSAfCtY TO YOUR OOOlUJaj. 0113 230 1089) 

IPHONE 0113 267 8281 

or post coupon he low for colour brochure, 
meas uring guide and direct prices . 

pirj ii- 1 eitJ i rjmp/.ir ciAvr t*i\-hurr -v pkuie. 

.Mr™*** - ESI 

■ Addict 

I— - - - 

l"Z : -r.-7‘ Dept in:. 1 

jFFC 401 Otley Old Rd. Coofcndge.^d^^ 



5)’ aijt ami OJ" bisb 
Wnup-pim Maubniliua 
rfflP-PtfK Ala-All 



Handcrafted 

Clothes Rail 

trilled in wfcctaJ limber pronto eitrj 
.ion* m hcdnwfl*. lull,, vilVvi .hop, tie 

H c-ili up lo jui- Jr.r.w'. jnU x juirs vf 

jboci on [be l-iranr rack. 

Ddneral uiihin 5 ihijv 
Mooes tuck if iwi untied 
SenJ Gteauo.1' Os 10 lhe iddrc,, helm 


WaiPiJ Pine or f/nhoqury Finish 

£33.00 PLUS POSTAGE 

Credit and Debit Cards orders please Tci 


COUNTRY FURNITURE 

Drpl IND_ S6 London Rond. Suprir. Nuwicfa. CMIrt 05 TJL 

■a- 01 270 610543 124 Hr) B 2 


Collecting 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 


tables always in 
stock 


A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining 

HCill (farm edniiques 
Meeldi timpiiead, 
(Berki 

Library and writing ®«» 638541/638361 
furniture also 0n, - v 6 mins from ^ m 
usually available 

We will endeavour to find the table you require 


For Sales 


Guide! 


BKKuanui 

mnnra 

ik urn jam] 
feiffeasatfl 

bUs.raiM'PI 

wg aoiua» \w. 
sn UNum w >.]■ 

n m t irons acajj 
fXUKHflSql 






lOOOietafckbtafe 

taw.Addrcra.ff m 
«F f wards iq> to Ekes 


£ 4.80 


£ 5.95 


£ 4.30 


lass 

£ 5.80 


STATIONERY 50 8* x V Printed 

Sheets + 20 pUa + 50 Eonfapa 

£8-95 DOUBLE PACK £12-5 0 

72 

i Nome Tppg -yfg _qn 

Up is 9B laWtmi ■ BMlU oc 
Wn^HeekaitamWfclOTMwttg 


UK prices indnde Pwt/VAT. Ddvefji 

day* 


StStBUIT Ud - D* M Beta 
RRQWOTONMU-BOUMnUSI 


HATCHBAG BOOTLINER 

the ORIGINAL solution to dirty boot problems 


An eltaUvfl way to keep the 
~ luggage area of your car in top 
condition. A sturdy heidwsaring 
and waterproof Inner Ining that Is 
simpta lo fit easy to remove and 
told away. Taflomtade for ow 
250 hatchback &est 
From only C3&95 Inc VAT. 


SLIPOVER SEAT COVERS 



Top quality waterproof 1 
covers made from cca 
fabric, easy lo fit & 
Available In 3 sizes tc 
vehicles. Also fully tarn 
available lor most 4x4 w 
From only £29.95 per 




H . W 


24 HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE 

0151 639 5396 

UNIT i MILL SHOOK RD. '.VEST FLOAT INC- ESTATE. BIRKENHEAD 


To advertise in this 
section please call the 
Independent Traders Team 
on 0171 293 2344/2323. 



iBAlCZB.'SBffRRMfCtffittnXISEORXIFaEEBUHJfSOriXinfTcnUCle 

| !Wt ^ 

If ppps a 1 

I £ 



HHTC006 


cnsauEStm **■ QUICK & DIRECT. I 

FReeFOSTpcT4f62) . 

TT7a HSRSHJUI RD, WAJJTW OW THAXISS 1 

SUtWVKTBlin W Q1332-Z3S443 ^ | |,JJ 


Fhshion 



WE CARE FOR *ODD* SIZE GENTLEMEN WITH 

MADE TO MEASURE 

trouserH 

AT OFF THE PEG PRICESI ggBUStBBt 



TO FIT ANY SIZE 


CALL HOW FOR 

CJRS EE umnunm pack 

miiClum CLOTH a AMPLE* 


Tel: 01384 560 590 
or answer phone out of hours 


HK3H RISE. BUTTON FLY, 
TURN-UPS. PLEATS clc_ 


Vow m and • pmi an 
ppnmwey s*ed to te ootrion of 
lyenr Den noma Mwn unrig cur ie<qp« 
made » meaaxe taMng syaan. 
EXCLUSWE RAHOE OF OVER 
100 QUALITY BRITISH CLOTHS 


Tiaditionai Brlrian Trgm«r 
Gp«ci«iiBi lor Over 2ft Y«an 

Your Personal Tailor 

BROOK MART1NE 

CO. LTD. (Dept WD 08) FPEEPOST (No stamp required) 

H. Foot Oak Street. Cradley Hestti. Wariey, Heat McBenda, B£4 SBR 
Fox: 01384 509 0HL Factory Shop: Uan-Fti Oaoi to 9pm Sat 9sm to 1pm 


Entail: admin rookmartine.co.uk 
Visit us on internet http VAvwv.'.brookma rtine.co.uk 


Health & Leisure | 


lf-ir-LL- 1 . yi: 


LOSE INCHES 
t fe- burning programme 


• Bar • Restc-jrant • 

0181-778 9818 


Gifts 



Books 


Le plaisir d’apprendrt 


Use and 
Improve your 


FRENCH 


• Reid our articles and short stones iir Preach 

• Speal; i be language better 

• Understand more of what you' hear 

■ Learn more aboai Prince and French fife 
trnh the help of «ir papohtr and unique range 
of French language products: 

Demill fpoa freel Inter. U He OutreSftaeAr 

FREEPOST, MA 1311 (I) 
Mnidaoac MEI5 9BR 
Fax: 01622 WISC2 

TeJ: 01622 (24 hurl 


Unusual Gifts 



NEWSPAPERS 


k From largest archives saved from, 
1642-1996. Snnday Newspapers^ 
from 1915. Ready for presentatm 
. Same dispatch. 

REMEMBER WHEN 
520 Puriey Way, IS 
Croydon CR04RE 


0181 688 6323 

or call FREE 0500 520 000 



Genuine orig inal COD11C 
FOR BIRTHDAY WEE 
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shopping 


Tales of men’s shirts 


Ad Watch 

The emotional charge 
of a mushy pea 


Don't pay the 
most for the best. 
By Andy Zneimer 


I t is safe to. say 1 that London is inter-, 
nationally acknowteige&io be the -wild’s 
premier shirt capitals With one -or -two 
exceptions, such as Chaiyet in Paris, all the 
great shirtmakers are based hereand it is to the 
British caurtal that connoraeursfiocfc totmr- 


-■ .T 


great smrcmaKexs are oasea nereana n b to me 
British capital that oounoisseursfiock to pur- 
chase the ultimate statu&symbol in.sbirts.For 
nigh on 100 years, Jermyn Street, SWl - and 
its environs - has been me place' for bespoke 
and off-the-peg-shirt tailoring, and it will prob- 
ably remain so until shirts go out of fashion. 

Yet the fact remains that whilst, anybody in 
their right mind would enjoy the pure limny 
factor of a shin fit for a king, nbt everybody cm 
afford to make a regular trip toSWl. And that’s 
why man in his infinite wisdom created the high 
street- Certainly, the true shirt scenario would, 
not be complete without a mention of the 
increasingly competitive standards to be found 
there too. - r ' • 
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mere too. - -• ••• . 

Marks & Spencer, for instance, sells its com- 
prehensive range of traditional City shirts at 
£32-50. If you’re looking fora comfortable shirt 
thaf s fabu Ions value fOT money and practically 
a classic, you need look no farther. They come 
with double cuffs andyou can opt for stripes, 
checks or solids in 100 per cent cotton. Alter- 
natively, the M&S superfine range of men’s 
shirts retails at_£27 and is available wth either 
single or double cuffs, with classic or cut-away 
collar. One interesting feature of this shirt is 
its differentiated tafl length - the backbiting 
longer than the front The senior selector for 
men’s shirts, Gary Tbyne, reports that^this sea- 
son is all about colour.” The shelves certainly 
make a visual feast, with em erald green, azure 
blue and red catching the eye • ■ • 

C&As latest shirt offerings in non-iron tech 
nolo^r. The top 33 stores wffl be stocking these 
quality superfine cottons from European fab- 
ric mills in both solid and yarn-dyed patterns 
from March, retailing at £20 each, There are 
three other shirt ranges from C&A at£3, 
and £17 each, the price depending tn^nfy on 
the fabrics employed. These offer higbJyfrino- 
tional shirts, which handle cleanly and crisply 
and are eminently wearable for business or for- 
mal occasions. -• ' 

However, if money is no object, and should 
you be looking to invest in a garment of * every 

finest quaUty, painstakingly constructed loiatt ^ 

and made to measure to fit that waveshape ^ 
that is you, there is really only a limited num- 
ber of “off high-street” establishmentsto wsrt 
Peter Wflshere has been with Nw&Lm.g^ 
wood of SW1 for some 20 year^TWehavea 
shop at ‘the school’,” he says- Eton,fog« " 
“winch sells everything for the J° ys, JS^22| 

stockings. The okkboys come here whemtiidy 

I w ^ ■ J 

The New& Lingwood bespokCtwofoldCOt 
ton poplin shirt will set you 1 bMJrflaW* 

truly a hand-crafted work of ait 
X retail for between 
ing for roughly 75 per cent of sal^T Thetom 
“twofold” means that two yarns -are 
together, lending additional strength and efas- 
tkfu without adding bulk. There is aaunnnum 
Srbffow hand^t shirts, which is cpmmga 
practice. Dukes 

1 000 desiemT with many ^lassie stnpes 
Xt'ra »^SaSe beugaIs and fiue 

tor* 

■> gSKSSSS?! 

Corbett, Jeremy 
borough and Kent, ^ ^ we u as a number 

Paxman Europe and a hW 

of tbe cr^edb^o^CF^^. ^ ^ 

' ^ aW ^°i,fi?SfawbrnlvKari Lager, 
b Ctod ^ on the carweiks are 

9 ftom JBlditeh and ^ ^ pf 

i bespoke twofold ^ 

V fl^andfoere « a SSSc;is more- 

I . “CSirts are soap}? ^SiBootfa-Hfa 



I f vou thought mushy 
peas were safely 
banished to a dim 


I pew ' 

banished to a dim 
m emotyofsch|xildLrmert. 
think again. Like bangers 

and mash and shepherd s 

Die. mushy peas arc on the 

menus of some of London s 
smartest eateries - courtesy 
of Gary Rhodes, among 
others. In an attempt to 

cash in, Batchelors has 

launched its first national 
advertising campaign for 
tinned mushy peas. 


the market research 
company Euromonitor, 
although tinned peas 
remain the second most 


remain the seconu mw* 
popular canned tood after 
tomatoes, sales fell by 12-7 


T 

per cent from £63m to 
£55m between 1992 and 
I99t>. “[Tinned] peas are 
not only losing out to 
convenience foods.'' 
Euromonitor concludes. 
“They’re also part of a 
traditional diet which has 
fallen out of favour with 




“Nobody makes peas 
mushv like Batchelors", the 

TV commercial claims, as it 
shows a plump green pea 
reduced to a blubbering 
mulch when confronted 
with a This Is Your Life - style 
reunion of friends and 
family. The commercial 
follows an earlier ad fast 
nin two yean, ago in 
northern England, where it 
resulted in a 26 per cent 
increase in local sales. 

“Peas play a central role 
in Batchelors' heritage." 
explains Sara Bcnnisnn.an 
account director at the 
advertising agency 
Arnmirati Puns Lintas. 
“Batchelors was the first to 
put peas in tins 21 years 
ago. However, by 1994. the 
market for canned peas was 
in long-term decline." 
Batchelors had not 
advertised the product 


manv UK consumers, 
especially higher income 

groups.” . 

Mushv peas certainly 

polarise opinion. “’Hiev 

remind me of my childhood 
- they taste comforting, 
says Anna Jones, a 
midlander seen shopping in 
Tesco this week. “Which is 
exactiv why I'd never eat 
them asain.” grimaces her 
friend. Margaret Hunter, a 
southerner horn and bred. 

“People either love them, 
or hate them.” Bennison 
concedes. However, she 
believes the product - now 
known by the Batchelors 
marketing team as 
4 Yorkshire caviar' - can 
bridge this gulf- Shoppers 
associate certain emotional 
values with the product 
even if they no longer eat it, 
she claims. “People see it as 
•eccentric yet honest’. 



since 19S8, but the 
company decided to give it 
one last go with a modest 
(in advertising terms, at 
least) £250000 budget. 

Batchelors has now 
decided to go national. “It s 
really a northern brand, but 
we want to tap into the 
current British food 
revival,” says Collette Lux, 
of Batchelors’ parent 
company. Van den Bergh 
Foods. “People are 
returning to traditional 
culinary values. Mushy peas 
have as much national 
relevance as Boddingtons, 
which comes from 
Manchester.” 

Peas, it seems, have got 
trendy. The new campaign 
is a shrewd strategy driven 
by necessity: according to 


Most people have eaten 
mushy peas at some time. 
The point is to get them to 
try eating them again." 

No direct competitor 
challenges Batchelors' 
market dominance, but 
own-label mushy peas are a 
constant threat. Batchelors, 
however, has a secret 
weapon. Step forward the ^ 
super-plump ‘Bunting pea . 
U may be an uphill struggle 
against prejudice, but in a 
market long characterised 
bv slimmer peas, tough 
tactics are required. “We ^ 
use the term Voluptuous . 
Bennison explains. “It s all 
part of an attempt to turn 
the market on its head and 
say: ‘big is good ." 


Meg Carter 
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bm^bespoke shirts at 
; ea^ fo bpen an account,- with the most 
£155. There is ar ^ e ^ 

WiOke raflor to look out fcr is 

:'®Se&sssssai 

^ SSon is Missionlmpos- 
jh^ iheme.of ^ season is a 

shirt and tie, all in. 
' ^ oriSial Mr Harvie 


start at £135 (rainimum order, three), with off- 

j ~ -j to look the part without spending 
quite as much cash, ™^’5 cr l2^SS 

which are favoured by Cuy wbiz-Jads- 

mn . pink, owned by the Mullen broth- 

JSSlS Ste floated on th, Lornto 
Stock Exchange for some £ 15 m^ currendy 
15 UK outlets, with shops in New York and 
nuWb aboutto open. Thomas Pinkshms are 
of to. twofold Egyptian cottonwUn, 

SssstsaaaM 

SKSS M 9 i 0 they are as 

S^SffiSSSISSSSga*; 

ffiSnt greens, in Royal Oxford doth 


and with a more-pointed [collai ^ 

trusive ones are in), stnpcs and plains are all 

8 ^^hfirillbe^OO years old next yew. 
There is something to be said for having made 
for that long, and the company 
has a factory in Southend that “nunues the 
tradition admirably. Pnces start at £47^0 for 
a cotton poplin shirt, with the new Lewin col- 
lection. tSfored from the very highest qualify 
a^weaves, ar £55 per shin. Lewin stos 

Sy^ET. &toiy^"cu a ". : Si. back 

sleeve lengths and four collar sizes, withthefaU 
range of patterns and plains you wouWcmfl 
nhi« some surprises. In addition, the 
company has a flourishing mail order business. 
Once again, superlatives are m order. 
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The abiding virtues of an 



James Ruppert on the wisdom of investing in a second-hand Mercedes sports car 


A new Mercedes SLK, latest sports car dar- 
ling of Europe's style seL will cost you 
about £50,000, but you'll have to wait two 
years to get hold of one. There has rarely 
been a sports car with such a long waiting-list. A 
second-hand Mercedes SL, big brother to the 
SLK. and in some people's view even more gor- 
geous, can cost from as little as £5,000. And if you 
fancy one, you can have it today. 

It has always been the case that whatever Mer- 
cedes you buy, from the cheapest saloon to the 
most expensive limousine, the impression is that 
the company started with a solid block of steel 
and chiselled away at it to make a Merc. The so- 
called “sports" SL models are no exception 
when it comes to solidity and build quality. Peo- 
ple like that in near: it makes them frel safe, that 
they are getting engineering value for n. mey. and 
that it will never let them down. In used-car terms 
the SL is nothing less than a blue-chip invesimenL 
From the £80,001) stratosphere down to the 
C5.0U0 slum, there is an SL for just about every- 
one. 

Although the sedate and comfy Mercedes SLs 
have always been successful on the LIS west coast 
and in the nouvcaiix riches English home coun- 
ties, the models have a proud sporting lineage. 
This goes back to the track, when the legendary 
300SL was created to compete in the 1952 rac- 
ing season. Adding gull-wing doors to a produc- 
tion 300SL contributed to the myth, although the 
roots of this model, and a much less potent 190SL 
open-topped roadster, were a saloon car. These 
models were replaced by the cleanly styled and 
quint essentially Sixties SLs which were becom- 
ing less sporting and more sybaritic. These cars 
featured a removable "pagoda -style" steel 
hardtop, which transformed the convertible 
into a snug winter coupe. 

Just in case you wondered, SL stands for sehr 
leiclu . but the 1972 model was far from “very 
light" - it had clearly been on a high-calorie binge. 
Nevertheless, this model, which survived until 
1989. has been the most successful and recog- 
nisable SL of all. Its successor SL took the hi-tech 
route and returned to original SL principles - and 
proved that Mercedes should still be taken seri- 
ously as producers of high-performance sports 
cars. 

While the early SLs are collectors' items and 
the Sixties versions arc contemporary classics, it 
is the last two versions which are the most “afford- 


able" and practical buys. To find out what the 
appeal of these cars is, I went to see Richard 
Leach, proprietor of Richards, a Surrey-based 
Mercedes specialist. “Quite simply these are 
unique sports cars. Nothing else is built like them: 
properly serviced and maintained, an SL is a 
sports car for life. The quality of the mechani- 
cals. upholstery, bodywork and switchgear is sec- 
ond to none. The SLs’ unique selling point, 
though, is the removable hard- 
top. Pop that on in winter and 
it turns a convertible into a 
proper coup«5. You cannot 
possibly tell that the car 
is meant to be convert- 


ible; the transformation is incredible.’' 

Remarkably, Richard Leach has witnessed a 
huge resurgence of interest in the older model 
from the Seventies. “When the new SLcame out, 
prices of the old car dropped significantly, but 
recently the values have been climbing. Basically 
there is nothing like it on the market, and tech- 
nically it is much simpler to look after.” 

A glance at the range produced 


between 1971 and 1989 is very confusing. There 
were six-cylinder models, the 280 and 300SL, 
which some drivers find too sedate. Then there 
were the V8s - the larger the number, the big- 
ger the en gin e. All are thirsty for fuel, but many 
believe that the 500 and 560SL were the finest 
luxury sports cars ever built. 

When you are buying, a service history is essen- 
tial - even a Mercedes can dete- 
riorate. SLs don’t normally 
rust, but on a very old 
example, corrosion can 
nibble at the wheel 
arches, the sills and 
v around the head- 





lamps. Underneath, the chassis , can also rot. 
Mechanically, the engines should last a lifetime, 
but if little used or neglected they Will corrode 
internally. Be warned: if the engine sounds 
noisy, or is sluggish. and leaks oil, there .will be 
big repair bills. Prices for these models in first- 
dass condition are going to be £12^00 to £14.000. 
And a good car, especially a late Eighties ex- 
ample, can go for more than £20X100. 

Richards had a 1984 2S0SL in red with beige 
cloth, alloy wheels, a rear seat, and ABS brakes 
for £14,995. Twelve years old maybe, but it 
looked brand new. Over at Sunningdale Motors 
in Berkshire, a top-of-the-range late-model 1988 
500SL tipped thescales at£21,950. Clearly, these 
old cars won’t go out of fashion. . 

If you want a really cheap SL, then the fixed- 
roof coupes, badged SLCs, which' are longer, 
heavier and much less desirable, offer a cheap 
entry into the marque However, the £4.995 SL£ 
I spotted on a south London car lot looked decid- 
edly tatty up dose. In such a situation it is best 
to walk away. 

At the other end of the scale are the new model 
SLs. Sophisticated, hi-tech, very safe, very East and 
remarkably accomplished cars. Ask . Diana, 
Princess of Whies. This car is the aristocrat of 
sports cars and virtually faultlessln use. 

An SL that is not perfect, or has an imperfect 

history, is almost unsaleable. Always buy from 
a dealer or specialist, or get a proper engineer’s 
report before. taking the plunge into SL owner- 
ship. Choose between a range-topping 600SL. or 
the equally competent bat cheaper 300SL. Some- 
. where in the middle is the multi-valve 3005L- 
24. These are ail automatics, but what a 
choice. Obviously, the best ones can be 
found at Mercedes dealers. Derwent in Leeds 
had a 1 993 600SL with just 10,000 miles on the 
clock, and every conceivable extra, retailing for 
£68,995. Whereas a car trader operating from a 
very large house in Buckinghamshire offered me 
a 1989 500SL which was equally over-equipped, 
for just £34,999. 

Looking at used SLs is instructive - almost 
without exception they look as good as the- day 
they were delivered. Cleariy, the SL is a very spe- 
dai kind of sports car. One day maybe all con- 
vertibles will be this good. 


Richards 01483 272020; Sunningdale Motors: 
01344 20072; Derwent 0113244 3000. 


Road test: Honda Prelude By John Simister 


Play-it-safe design for a surprising performer 


T hey are toiling away in Ihe Honda 
design department. The previous 
Prelude's allotted span is nearing its 
end - Japanese cars seldom stay long in 
production, for fear of inhibiting con- 
sumer demand - and the designers of its 
replacement are troubled. 

What on earth can they do this time? 
Stay with the aggressively sporty theme 
brought in with rhe old one, all snarling 
nose, high fastback toil 3nd Thunderhirds 
instrumentation? Or retreat into play-it- 
safe Prelude heartland, a boxier. gentler, 
more apologetic look, the better to please 
the blue-rinse set? That's how Preludes 
used to be. like it or not; sporty, but not 
too sporty. And that, the designers will 
decide with typical caution, is how it is to 
be again. 

The resulting coupe looks unremark- 
able apart from its huge headlight lenses 
covering sculpturally stepped reflectors. 
The interior, though well made from high- 
quality materials (fake wood embellish- 
ment excepted) is equally uninspired; it 
could have come from any car maker. So 
far. then, there is little to light the fires 
of desire. 

Yet under the Prelude's tidy but seif- 
effacing skin lies some interesting 
mechanical hardware. In the 2.2-Iitrc 


engine of the top models, there's a 


•C variable camshaft system which 
helps unleash a healthy 185bhp, and lets 
the engine roam free right up to 
7,800rpm. The suspension is precise in 
its movements, sophisticated in its 
design, and incorporates rear-wheel 
steering which, among other things, 
helps you to manoeuvre in a tight spot, 
once you have learnt the wheels’ un- 
familiar trajectories. 

This much the previous Prelude also 
had. but what is new this time around is 
the option of a four-speed automatic 
transmission with a “sequential sports 
shift", a device similar to the Porsche 
Tiptronic system which allows you to 
select gears manually by prodding the 
lever forwards to change up, or tapping 
it backwards to change down. 

If the bulk of your driving is of the town 
and motorway variety, save up the extra 
£1,200 and order your Prelude with the 
sequential shifter. That's because the 
manual transmission is tiresome Iv snatchy 
in traffic, the victim of wobbly engine 
mountings and a fierce clutch. But if you 
enjoy a good zoom along clear back 
roads, you must have the manual. 

That's because it lets you exploit the 
engine's energy, which is concentrated 





towards the higher end of the speed 
range and calls for frequent gear 
changes, in the automatic, the gaps 
between the gears feel too wide to keep 
the engine interested, even when you're 
sequentially selecting them yourself. So 
you end up frustrated, because there's 
this fabulous-sounding, crackling-crisp 


motor, and you're denied access to its 
attributes. The gear shifts are jerky, 
too. 

Either way, few cars corner as well as 
the Prelude with so little skill asked of 
its driver. That’s where the rear-wheel 
steering's other trick comes into play. It 
turns the rear wheels, veiy slightly, in the 


same direction as the front ones, mak- 
ing the Prelude so agfle through tight 
twists that it feels almost weightless. That 
has long been a Prelude party trick, so 
nothing has changed there. This can be 
an exciting car, given the right moment 
Trouble is. to look at it you would never 
know. 


Specifications ■ 

Price: £22295 on the road. Engine: 
2,157cc, four cylinders, 16 valves, 
185bhp at 7,0Q0rpm; five-speed manual 
or four-speed automatic/sequential 
gearbox, front-wheel drive, fop speed: 
142mph, 0-60 in 73sec. Fuel.consurap- 
tioir 25-30mpg. 

Rivals 

Alfa Romeo GTV, £20,35t>Looks to 
fulfil every Alfa fantasy, with, sharp 
handling and crisp performance to 
match. Prone to rattles. . 

BMW 323i CoupG, £23,140 More 
space than the Honda, and a creamy 
six-cylinder engine. Expensive but still 
cbvetable. 

Flat Coup6 20V Turbo, £21,244 
Boldest styling of all, now with a fabu- 
lous five-cylinder engine to fulfil the 
promise. Best of the lot 
Nissan 200 SX, £21,000 on the road. 
Lots of pace from turbo engine, but 
tricky to handle in the wet Recently 
revamped. 

Toyota Celica GT, £23,582 on the 
road. Quick, capable and more inter- 
esting to look at than mainstream Toy- 
otas. Shows its age. 
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MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORLEY PRC 9NE 
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PHONE 01257 482305 PHONE MOST APE PLUS V.A.T 
FAX 01257 474TJS PAX ALL ARE PLUS TRANSFER 


HAVE YOU A REGISTRATION MARK 
YOU WISH TO SELL? 


We will purchase outright or sell on a commission rate. 
For a written quotation, complete the form and post tee 

MARKET RESEARCH CAR NOS. 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORLEY PR6 9NE 


REGISTRATION HAHK.- 


fs the mark on a retention document? 

If so. please give the expiry date: 

If the mark is on a vehicle, give: 

MAKE: MODEL:. 

j TAX EXPIRES-. MOT EXPIRES: 

! TOUR NAME: 



JTOSTCODB. 

H0HE PHONE: 

WOES PHONE: 


Registration Numbers 


CLASSIC NOUVEAU 


AM 131 C8.000 

9495 AW £2300 
2 BM Cl 2. 000 
8000 BM C3.450 
A74U SMWtPOA 
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BR 16 C8.500 
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77 ORA CPOA 
GA 67 0.450 


RECENT AVAILADILITV 


HAZ6 
30 HD 
16 HM 
S J 

33 JOE 
JPS2 

as jg 

18 KJ 
LIW4 
1 UNO 

3M 


MJ 24 


0.605 

£4.850 
C3S 500 
£5.750 
£10.850 
C11S00 
0350 
0.850 
CBSOO 
£39.000 
£21.000 
£7.950 
£16.500 
EPOA 


M70NEY EPO* 

I MRY CB.KM 
33 US £8.500 
2400 UV £2.750 
N! M5H £3.000 
4 N C12.9S0 

II NJ CTJSm 
NJI234 Cl. 450 

poo xen E2550 
PILAU £3.600 
P11 WCY £9.600 
P6ENT £1.450 
12 m £7500 
PS ALE £1.450 


PSOAD 
100 RUT 
SA 5 
12 SAM 
5 F 
5 J 

M2 SLK 

39 SU 
VAX 1 
VB 8385 
VC 33 
SO WH 
WLT111 
3 WPJ 
80 WW 


£2.450 
E2-JSO 
£15.000 
ES8S0 
CZ9.D0G 
£25.500 
EPOA 
£8250 
£7350 
£1.405 
£6250 
£<600 
etaso 
£1500 
r* aoo 


OUR PRICES niQ4ri Hfl 11 QUALITY NO': 
INCLUSIVE f open SUNDAYS 1 WANTED 


AF4WI 
\PE«T 
624 BAM 
BP BET 
P9OO0 
669 DBS 
DO 317 
DUN 564 
BI2EAD 
«3ECN 
EGXZM 
PI4ERS 
S37FPJ 


Ul G.« 
HEK596 
UJPZ 
B|4 HOC 
HUE 
31 KFC 
LET 75 
Bll LOE 
672 LPT 
NBR923 
NTM L3 
■VUTV 
PS550FF 


PYE6S3 
BURTS 
*M5 
SOT 345 
SGA4Q3 
SJD448 
SJM 100V 
SRS7BM 
P4T0K 
TRU IBS 
5553 VW 
WLNM5 

IQWVT 



Landrover 



best choice sensible prices 
usee Diseovefys 


FREEPHONE 
0800 424 414 


SAAR 


SAAB Largest Sstecuon in East 
Angle. BucfdnGpwn Stanley Cam- 
bridge. 01323 232254840002 


Mazda 



best choice sensible prices 
used MX range etc. 


FREEPHONE 
0800 323 628 


To 

advertise in 
this section 
please call 
Jonathan 
Wilson 
on 

0171 293 
2742. 


F irst Newsweek tags Lon- 
don the world’s coolest 
city, now I'anity Fair says 
that “London Swings Again!" 
If you ask me, London isn't all 
that different from a few years 
ago, but if a couple of middle- 
aged American mags say that 
it is suddenly great again, then 
I guess it must be true. 

According to I emity Fair, 
icons of cool Nineties London 
indude Gazza (a Geordie), 
Manchester (eh?), Bjdrk (who 
comes from Iceland) and Ruby 
Wax (who’s about as British as 
the Vauxhall Corea she pro- 
motes). And if you really want 
to get depressed about the 
state of modern British icons, 
there are also mobile phones, 
ecstasy tablets. Loaded maga- 
zine and Liam and Patsy. But 
what about the cars? 

The E-type Jag and the Mini 
were massive Sixties state- 
ments. as much a pari of the 
trendy times as Twiggy. Ossie 
Clark's chiffon dresses and 
Carnaby Street. The E-type 
was a mobile sign of sexual lib- 
eration - a thrusting, phallic- 
shaped sportster that was also 
one of the fastest cars in the 
world. The Mini was the first 
British classless car, as likely to 
be driven by Peter Sellers or 
Lord Snowdon as by a steve- 
dore from Skegness. As for 
cool transport in the Nineties, 
the only mode that gets a 



Gavin Green 


The ultimate 
in British 
cool is a car 
named after 
somebody 
called Trevor 


mention is Virgin Atlantic Air- 
ways Premium Economy. 

Restaurants, fashion, music, 
magazines: they’re all booming 
in the Great Wen. But as for 
cars, London apparently, 
swings with all the vitality of a 
traffic jam on Putney Bridge. 

Is this a reflection of our 
neutered motor industry, now 
foreign owned and largely a 
manufacturing site for cars 
designed and engineered else- 
where? Or are the self-styled 
arbiters of swinging Nineties 
coolness giving the poor old 
car business short shrift? 

The Mini is just about wor- 
thy of another plug, in the 
same way that Terence Conran 
gets one again. They’re both 
Sixties icons still going strong. 
But while Conran keeps rein- 
venting himself, the Mini really 
is on its last wheels. The only 
people who love it now are the 
Japanese, and that’s because 


it’s now. Brit traditional, not 
Brit radical. Which means it 
just isn’t chic any more. . 

No other Rover product is 
cool, either, though the MGF 
almost qualifies. It has an 
androgynous quality - rather , 
like many Britpop stars -and 
is a fine sports car. to drive.-fini 
it’s more Marks & Spencer 
than Alexander McQueen. 

More smiling is the Ford Ka 
(OK, it’s made in Spain, but 
was partly developed here). It 
is cool and has a beguiling' 
pout - rather like Patsy Ken- 
sit in a bad mood - bui is a bit 
too Fisher Price from some 
angles. Close, but not quire. 

What about the E- type’s 
successor, the Jaguar TOC8? It 
looks great, and drives great' 
too, but its styling is titf* deriv- 
ative. The host of BritLfi-made 
Japanese cars, of course, do 
nothing to- imply -British 
trendiness. Quite tbeopposite. 


They define a-nation obsessed 
by practical, everyday, , utilit- 
arian virtues: a nation of shop- 
keepers. There is nothing cool 

- or trendy about Yhuxhafls (and 
very little British about them, 
either). Pink Rolls-Royces are 
no longer madefor latter-day 
Lady Penelopes Tot -John 
Lennons* Astons and Bentleys 
are tod trad and conservative. 

No, there’s' only one make 
of car thatf$ in. tune with the 
modern Bri^shZeiigefrt, even 
if the editdrs of ^fr/ifry Fair 
have probably never heard of 
. .k. It’s a carfoar’s loudj Unre- 

- liable an# uncouth - just like 
:• Liam Gallagher. Yet it has' a 

perversely classical twist; Gke 
a PauiSmsth stiit. lt is made in 
a factory that’s dhty and down- 
at-heel, rather fike'Camden 
. (the NinetieS.Cftelsea, accdrd- 
ing ta.Wmity fdfr). And~itVas 
. flagr-wavmgfy nationalisticasa 
-• crowd -of Gazza groupies. 

. .. 0aafly,'-in keeping with its 
working-class ori gins thisear 
is an abbreviation of the name 
of one'of its founders: £ WoKe 
called Trevor.: So hats'off to 
TVR, that dyspeptic, belching, 
bratisb, eye-c^chmg,fast,lad- 
dirfi^>ortscar T sold mostly in 
. Britain. because so few other 
" worid car markets would toler- 
ate its foibles. Like- Tfam and 
Patsy, Loaded and Gazza, 

• TVR makes you proud ito be 

British! . • i . . • ■ 
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? By Penny Jackson 


T f f re u 9° mes a time in life when 
' I chmbmgL up a ladder in gale- . 
• I force winds lo replace roof tiles 
J* 5 )US i D6t ^ Rebellion sets in 
Mteryearsof patching up the rambling 
fcunily home - andan increasing numbta 
of -couples are determined not to spend 

their retirement mowing acres of lawn and 

painting crumbling sash windows. It can 
be as much a relief as a wrench to sell mv 


pat's not to Say-that these empty- 
□ esters, liberated from domestic toil, are 
gomg to be satisfied with a home oLbox- 
like proportions. Nor are they are by any 
means ready to bead for purpose-built 
koines. There are the grand- 
children to house from tune to time to 
say nothing of the furniture. 

' Developers and agents alike have 
found that the -key requirements, for 
empty-nest ers are security and low main- 
tenance, combined with character and 
reasonable space. Beaufort Homes even 
makes the point of putting a huge old 
wardrobe in its show flat at Imperial 
Apartments in Cheltenham. • 

The buying power of the newly retired, 
who more often than not will have a good 
pension and all the financial advantages 
of trading down, puts them in r a strong 
market position. At present they are sell- J 
ing the kind of houses that are in short- 


est supply, and with the huge expansion 
m high-quality new homes and the con- 
version of large, redundant buildings to 
readential use, etnpty-nestcrs are in a 
section of the market that is spoilt for 
chpwe. They can even be adventurously 
flexible about the area they choose. 

lake David and Margaret Onberod. 
Tbey have recently moved to rural Norfolk 
from their borne base in Kent via 
Bournemouth: . and /Cornwall. Their 
wide-roaming search ended at a disused 
. US Air Bonce base at Wjcfcen Green, near 
Fakenham. The once treeless site has 
been planted with a thousand saplin gs, 
and the officers’ bungalows renovated and 
painted. “We fell for the peace and quiet 
and the space of the homes,' 1 says David 
Ormerod, who is a complete newcomer 
to NotfoBc “Wfe have three double^zed 
bedrooms and a huge living room. The 
ceiling are high ami the krfi is enormous. 
The garden is a good sia^ cod." - 
New owners are be ginning to stamp 
their individuality on the previously uni- 
form village of 210 homes, described by 
the developers, Brunswick Homes, as hav- 
ing a “Continental feeT. It was important 
to Mr Onnerodtbatit should evolve as 
a mixed community, not as a preserve for 
the retired; whose numbera are -growing 
fast “I’m not'at that stage mmy life. You 


need an assortment of people around you. 
Fvc met more people in the months here 
than I did in Sirtingbourne the whole time 
: l was there.” 

But it is security, such as cameras at the 
gale, that the Oimerotte value above all 
else. “People tried to break into our bouse 
in Kent, and we could never leave the car 
unlocked, whereas here we have no 
worries, 7 ’ says David Ormerod. With the 
money saved on trading down to homes 
which Initially sold for about £3(^000, he 
intends to invest in a place m Tenerife. 
“We need to be able to leave it [Norfolk] 
for a few months of the year. 10 

Buyers in their sixties have a veiy dear 
idea of wbal they want. Berkeley Homes 
houses, which have solid floors and plenty 
ofwefl-orafted detail, are popularwfth cou- 
ples maks^ the tranrition from old to new. 

.“They come and talk to us at an early 
stage of construction because they know 
exactly what bas to go where," says Paul 
Vallone, sales and marketing director of 
the company. “We will put in an Aga. say, 
if that's what they are used to.” 

No one who is used to a comfortable, 
stylish borne will compromise simply 
because they need something smaller. 
Indeed, the old-fashioned country cottage 
tends to lose its appeal if an attractive but 
more manageable alternative is on offer. 




Empty nesters: David and Margaret Ormerod who made a fresh start in Norfolk 


PHOTOGRAPH: KEITH DOBNEY 


JJ 2 While and her husband William left 
an old cottage in the Reading area for a 
new version with a garage, in a small 
.development in Great Bedwyn. They 
wanted real countryside away from busy 
roads, a factor in many older people’s 
decision to move. Beaufort’s mixture of 
homes next 10 the church extends rather 
than intrudes on the village. “We have 
pubs, bakers, a stonemason and a basket 
market, just the sort of friendly village we 
were looking for.” says Mis White. The 
tail link means they do not have rely on 
a car. “We are also within zunmer-frame 
distance from the doctors.” she adds. 


Another rich source of smallish country 
homes is the barn conversion, which is 
emerging from its rather tattered 
Eighties image of slapdash and cheap 
workmanship. Philip Blanchard, of John 
D Wood, knows why barns appeal to the 
older buyer. “The size of the rooms 
means that people don't have to get rid 
of their furniture.” 

Hugh Kitchin from Hampshire, who 
specialises in barn conversions, says you 
get the feel of a period building but with 
a modern interior. Barns are also spacious 
and secure. “We keep as much that is 
original as we can. At Chawton we put 


sitting rooms on the first floor to get the 
most from the vaulted ceilings.” In Hamp- 
shire, good conversions start at more than 
£ 200 . 000 . 

Devon and Cornwall, though, still 
have enormous pull with the retired. 
Madeline Collins, of Marchand Petit in 
Kingsbridge. has hundreds of enquiries 
from people wanting to move to the area. 
“Most have come for holidays for years. 
Their perfect house, on the Sal combe estu- 
ary with a waterfront and sea views, is not 
only rare, but will cost upwards of half a 
million.” You can buy a lot of old Ameri- 
can air base homes for that kind of money. 


policy: taking sides on gazumping and the law 


W hen staff at Hamp- 
tons' Hampstead 
office turned up for 
work recently, they found the 
word “gazumper” scrawled in 
white paint across the win- 
dows. Qearty.oneoflhe many 
victims of gazumping wished _ 
to make a point. He_ or she - 
would doubtless welcome the 
Labour Party’s intention- to 
outlaw the practice. Gazump- 
ing - when a vendor, having, 
already accepted an offer, 
takes a higher one from 
another buyer -is a feature Of 
a high-demand, low-volume, 
market such as the present 
one. The last time it was preva- 
lent was in tbeEightiesboom, 
but calls for the problem to be 
addressed died away during 
the recessionary Nineties. ... 

Estate agents, who deplore 
the practice without -being 
able, to do anything to prevent 
it, .quite naturally take the 
brant of a victim’s, anger; 
Marc Goldberg of Hamptons - 
says that if a vendor reneges 
on a deal, it is tbe agent who 
breaks the bad -news to the., 
buyer and is often regarded as 
guilty by association. u We are . 
very unpopular at .the 
moment and I would support 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


any steps to bring an end to A pre-contract agreement 
gazumping. But if ft is t o has some of die features of the 
work, I believe there jhould Scottish system, which many 
be a financial penalty, snchas people look to as a shining 
^ non-returnable deposit . example of how it could be 
Whfcn gazumping happens, done. But the NAEA believes 
the tStra amount : agents die’ differences in the twosys- 
ffepeftetJi tjpnfotssxohis neg- ’ teins would make it uriwork- 
ligible compared to the dam- able in ' the rest of tbe UK. 
age done to om st&ndrng:* '' John Biown of DTZ Deben- 
-Hugh' Dunsmore-Hardy, ham' Thorpe in Edinburgh 
chief executive of ^National "'-explains that even under the 
Association of Esratc Agents ' Scottish system gazumping 
(NAHA) wants foseebacking occurs. Buyers have to be-sat- 
. for . a pre-ccmtxact deposit isfied on a number of issues, 
agreement which would be induding thc survey,. before 
legally binding. Uttden the : -they sign a contract. Unless 
agreement, a buyer and seller die seller has all The doco- 
wouki each put up O^ per cent ..mentation ready it can be a 
of die value of tbe^am^id price ..daw process. There is nothing 
and conunirthezh^ves to an to stop gazumping in this 
exchange of contract within n^penod, he said. “Also iflegis- 
certain number of weeks. The lationis to be even-handed it 
jilted party would be pmdtbe-- -should apply to gazundering 
deposit, which should at least; j. $#*eh ixtyere re-offer at a 
cover the costs of so Heitors' low-price in. a falling mar- 
fees and the survey. “I would- ket) as well as gazumping:” . 
support /the Labour Party’s ■ / : The penalty for not corn- 
proposals as long as they do ; pleting on time Is severe. “If 
apt hamper the- workings of you exchange missives, agree- 
tberbai^TljecompCDSafimi ing to all the tenns, one of 
should be sufficient for both those conditions is likely to 
partiesto be mindful of foe be.a payment of 3 or 4 per 
penalty far breaking die agree* cent above bank, rate for 
merit, but not so roach tfrat it every day you haven’t paid 
ties upsales." - ' ■ for the ; house;” says Mr 


Brown. “What I would really 
like the Labour Party to look 
at is the 1979 Estate Agents 
Act. The last part requiring 
anyone advising on property 
to be professionally quali- 
fied has not been imple- 
mented. That would make a 
difference.” • 

\ Penny Jackson 


L abours plans to curb gazumping are 
laudable, but unworkable. That's the 
view taken by many estate agents. 
Under Labour’s proposals for a costs guar- 
antee system, either party going back on 
the 1 deal would have to reimburse the 
other’s costs. However, there are so many 
legitimate reasons for backing out before 
contracts are signed, that the system could 
end up creating as many victims as it saves. 
As Jonathan Haringtou of agents Knight 


ing to all the tenns, one of 
those conditions is likely to 
be.a payment of 3 or 4 per 
cent above bar*, rate for 
every day you haven’t paid 
for - the ; house;” says Mr 



Frank points out, you could have your offer 
on a house accepted and then find your 
mortgage surveyor says it’s not worth die 
money. If you couldn’t afford to make up 
the difference yourself, you would be forced 
to pull out. You would then have to pay the 
other side’s costs. Would this be fair'? 

“There has to be an escape clause for 
instances like this. It is terribly unfair if the 
vendors change their minds about selling, 
leaving you £3,000 out of pocket for sur- 
vey and legal fees, but suppose you pulled 
out on the advice of your lawyer because 
of a problem with the title deeds? Should 
you be penalised? “Gazumping is an 
appalling way to behave, but this plan won’t 
make the slightest difference to the sell- 
ers. They may have to compensate the 
buyer, but the extra they receive from the 
higher offer would cover that. It may soften 
the blow for the buyer, bur he still loses the 
home he wanted to buy.” 

Buyers should still have the right to 
withdraw, say agents, because their rea- 
sons may be compelling. A death in the 
family, divorce, losing one’s job, being 
relocated, or a sudden change of financial 
situation - any of these could result in the 
collapse of an agreement “I don’t believe 
you can legislate against gazumping,” 
says Harington. 

Robin Petherick of Strutt & Parker 
agrees. “I can’t see how it is possible to 
eradicate it, or legislate against it effec- 
tively, although we thoroughly disapprove 
of it. What would happen if this plan goes 


property • residential 


ahead is that an offer would be made sub- 
ject to everything under the sun. There are 
just too marty loopholes that would be 
used by buyers and sellers.” 

The much-vaunted Scottish system has 
also been debased. Where once there was 
a clean offer, now. says Knight Frank’s 
Colin Strang Steel in Edinburgh, it comes 
with 40 conditions attached. 

“The to-ing and fro- ing can go on for 
months. During that time either party can 
withdraw, though it is usually the pur- 
chaser who does so.” 

The Labour plan may have limited use 
as a deterrent to buyers withdrawing, 
especially fantasists who have no inten- 
tion of carrying through their offer, says 
Harington. 

“The only solution is to get the contracts 
signed as quickly as possible, giving no 
chance for gazumping," he says. “My 
view is that the lock-out agreement is the 
best weapon. It provides for a period of 
lime in which the vendor must take the 
property off the market and is not able to 
offer it to others. This gives protection 
over the time limit concerned. Of course 
there is nothing to stop a vendor delaying 
exchange of contracts until the end of the 
term and then accepting a higher offer.” 

The Labour plan, says Harington, is a 
fine principle, but it’s shot through with 
holes. “It sounds wonderful stuff. I hope 
it’s not just intended to attract votes.” 

Rosalind Russell 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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To advertise in this section please call the 

Property Team on 0171 293 2302/2343. 



Services 



CANTERBURY 

1 mile Cathedral. 
University side. 

Unusual deft, single 
storey house. Inner 
patio with scented 
shrubs, 4 beds, 

2 receps, 14*x12' 
and 19 , x22* with ! 

central hearth and I 
clerestorey windows 
0-25 acre garden. 
Carport. 

G.F. central heating. 

£ 158 , 000 . 

For Info phone 

01734413285 


J. D. Cliff and Company 
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insurance brokers 

3S Berry Lane : Loogridge : 01772 7832S6 


Home Insurance Specialists 


For Over 60 years. 

Quality Buildings Insurance is just one call away! 

Borne Connect Club 

24 Hour 366 Day Club line tor claims. Assistance axtd 
Emergency Repairs 

Personal Incident Manager : Approve Tradesmen 

* 10% off Standard Rates 

For more details telephone 
01772 783286 

with the age of the property and amount of 
insurance cover you require 

Quote this advertisement and regardless of 
your premium we will also pay any lender’s 
fee for you. 

UadervrritLcu by Norwich Union 
Vjrtl oar we b site.- 

bttjrJfoaru«4d.p(>iBpuaBmnMii/hnnvp3gM/bByemip 



To Let 


Wandsworth 


SAULS COURT. LQE sari RtVERSIDE LISTED S bad hxrnar 
twn.lbedAnd fl flat.9*' 1 3 mins Tannery, log fin. beams, court- 
tabajvt raq. ClflQ p/w.TW 0181 yn nl. gwftam. Ci66.00a 0(906 
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Three of 
the best 

apartments 


Bar Lodge, a J ace- Victorian house divided into 
three apartments, is perched above the Bar at 
the entrance to Salcombe Harbour in Devon. 
The property has spectacular views of the 
open sea and across National ’Bust coastline. 
The upper apartment has four bedrooms, with 
two balconies and a sun terrace. Residents 
have access to a private beach. £275,000 
through Marchand Petit (01548 8575S8). 

The Old Bakery in Bruton Hill, London SW2 
is an unusual warehouse apartment converted 
by the owner, a property developer. Instead of 
carving up the 3.232 square feet into flats, he's 
created an enormous two-bedroom apartment. 
The 42ft by 36ft sitting room has a vaulted 
ceiling and exposed beams and brickwork, and 
leads to a custom-built kitchen. The main 
bedroom is equally roomy, at more than 36ft 
bv 19ft and the guest bedroom is a generous 
15ft by 17ft. £375,000 through Friend & Fakke 
(0171-498 0736). 

Rat 5 in Little Walden Hall, near Saffron 
Walden in Essex, is on the first floor of a 
Victorian country house. The one-bedroom 
flat has a fitted chandelier in the drawing 
room, elaborately carved doors leading to a 
study, and an 18ft kitchen. Garages are in the 
courtyard and there is a communal summer- 
house. No ground rent is payable, but the 
annual maintenance charge is currently 
around £1,200. Price £120,000 through Bruce 
Munro (01799 522628). 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 



Superb setting: Bar Lodge in Devon 



Space and light: The Old Bakery, Brixton 
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Fine fittings: Little Walden Hall, Essex 


Read the fine print, then read it again ^ 

Stella Bingham negotiates the minefield that is buying a leasehold flat 

M any buyers contend that it If you need a mortgage, lenders wQl charges of about £1,(W0 a year. That 

would be easier to pur- generally ask for thelease to run for allows for a sinking fond and shows 

chase a country mansion at least 30 years after the loan has been that someone is thinking about the * 9 dtBec effin^wOT' r^n« ya go 
set in rolling Darkland with re Da id. But lease leneth is not as future. Charges that seem high but higher op, .says reterKQuings. • 


M any buyers contend that it 
would be easier to pur- 
chase a country mansion 
set in rolling parkland with 
a home farm, fishing rights and s taff 
cottages than to buy a leasehold flat. 
No one should tackle the pitfalls of 
leasehold property combined with the 
perils of shared living under the same 
roof without doing their homework. 

The biggest stumbling-block is, 
invariably, the lease. Always go through 
this minutely before committing your- 
self. The lease, of course, sets out 
everything you can and cannot do in 
your own home - from subletting, to 
how often you have to dean your win- 
dows. Check that your share of the 
service charge bill is fair. Look at the 
ground rent provisions. They may 
go sky high if they are subject to 
regular review. 

“Leases are weird and wonderful 
tilings and they depend on where you 
are,” says Howard Elston, of Strutt & 
Parker. “Get a local specialist con- 
veyancing solicitor to go through a copy 
of the lease. He knows the quirks and 
can be more relaxed about them. For 
instance, the leases for several estates 
in South Kensington say that residents 
aren’t allowed to keep pets but, in fact, 
the landlords turn a blind eye." 


If you need a mortgage, lenders will 
generally ask for the lease to run for 
at least 30 years after the loan has been 
repaid. But lease lenj^h is not as 
crucial as it used to be. The 1993 
Leasehold Act gave most tenants the 
right to buy lease extensions of up to 
90 years. If the years left do not look 
good, try to get the seller to take up his 
option to extend before you buy. 

When Mark Davies, a banker, 
offered £129,000 through Fcoctons for 
the 51-year lease on his large studio flat 
in South Kensington, it was in the mis- 
taken belief that the vendor had 
already negotiated a 54-year extension. 
“When we discovered what had hap- 
pened, the price fell by £15,000, the 
sum the lease extension win cost me.” 

In many buildings, leaseholders 
have formed their own company to buy 
the freehold. “This means you have 
more control over your own destiny 
and the building should be cheaper 
to run,” says Joshua Grinling, of 
Winkworth. 

But paying too little can be danger- 
ous. “Sellers often say to me that 
they are paying only £200 a year in 
service charges,” says Peter Rollings, of 
Foxtons. “That would frighten the life 
out of me. On flats priced between 
£150,000 and £250,000 Td prefer to see 


charges of about £1,000 a year. That 
allows for a sinking fond and shows 
that someone is thinking about the 
future. Charges that seem high but 

include beating and hot water could be 
good value.” 

Obviously, a well-maintained block 
keeps its value better than a neglected 
one. “Well-kept common parts can 
add 5 to 10 per cent to a flat’s value,” 
Peter Rollings continues. It is also less 
likely you will face unexpectedly Large 

bills. 

Joshua Grinling, meanwhile, advises 
buyers to “look at the common parts: 
has the exterior been repointed 
or repainted recently? Look at the 
level of porterage. Some blocks are 
overmanned.” 

When it comes to choosing between 
a purpose-built flat or a conversion , it’s 
purely a matter of personal taste, says 
Joshua Grinling. “Younger people are 
more comfortable with a conversion 
because they know how much a new 
roof; for example, will cost And if the 
freehold is shared between five units, 
and you have regular meetings, expen- 
diture is more controllable”. Conver- 
sions often have original features and 
more character, but rooms may have 
been awkwardly divided to create 
bathrooms and kitchens. 


property • residential 


“With purpose-buiftblocksyau have 
solid floors and good sound insulation, 
and the ceffings worft reduce as you go 
higher up,”says Peter Roflings. 

Older. Macks need mace upkeep, 
says Tony Halstead, a property con- 
sultant. “You may have topay for a new 

roofcscaffoldin&lffi 

lift.” And individual flat owners will 

have less say in how a large Wock is run. 

Thinkabour light noEseaadsedinty 
as well as resafe potential when decid- 
ing which floor to five, oh: A top-floor 
flat may have wonderful -views, but 
without a! lift it could be hard to selL 
“The" amount of light is very impor- 
tant to tne,”-says Mark Davies, who, 
nonetheless, chose a -basement flat. 
“My flat has french doors opening 
on to a patio; it doesn't look out on 
to the street, so yon are not always 
looking at people's ankles; and, most 
important, the liYing-room roof is all 
frosted glass.” rV '” 

In theory, a flat offers the double 
security of the main front door and the 
flat's front door, but basement and 
ground-floor flats are. vulnerable. 
Check how security-conscious the 
neighbours are. 

Yet, as Joshua Grinling says, “If you 
really want to be in Charge of your des- 
tiny, boy a freehold house.” 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Overseas Property 


Wanted 


FRENCH PROPERTY 
EXHIBITION ^ 

7TH, 8TH 9TH MARCH 1997 

FRI. J 1.00 AM TO 7.00 PM. SAT. 10.00 AM TO 6.00 PM. SUN. 10.00 AM TO 5.00 PM 

THE SOLIHULL CONFERENCE & BANQUETING CENTRE 
HOMER ROAD, SOLIHULL, BIRMINGHAM B9I 3QN 

Organised bv FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
2a Lamb ton Road. London SW20 0LR. Telephone: 0181 944 5500 

BRTTAINS BIGGEST & BEST EXHIBITIONS FOR HOMES IN FRANCE 


15,000+ PROPERTIES AND BUSINESSES 
FOR SALE IN OVER 100 LOCATIONS WITHIN 24 COUNTRIES 

Bahamas. Brazil. Canada. Cayman Islands. Cyprus. Dominican Republic Florida. France. Gran 
Canaria. Greece Goa (India). Ireland. Italy. La Palma. Lanzarote. Majorca, Malta. Menorca. 
Portugal. South Africa. Spain. Tenerife. Turks and Caicus Islands. United States of America. 

PRICES FROM £12,000 - £10,000,000 

NV*Ae pftopcftties [overseas] 

Old Bank House, 1 High Street Arundel. Weal Sussex BN18 9AD 

_TO: +44 [0)_19_ 03 M 46 83 Fax: +44 (0) J9_03 73 25 54 

(§1 -j”' /Agents required worldwide 


FLORIDA 


We alter a superb selection 
of luxury homes at roatebc 
prices in Favourite locations in 
Orlando, New Port Richey 
and Venice. 

e.g. 3 bed/2 bath Homs with 
pool, luxury kitchen with all 
appliances on GoH Course 
Development 
$124,000 

80% Mortgage Avalabte 
* Golf Course Developments 
* Waterfront Homes 
+ Country Club Locations 
SEE US ON STAND 38 AT 


mmmmm 


Afl purchases Mcuroy carried out on sSa using a LUC. Kgfa 
Street Bank as Trustees. Buying in the UJL means you can enjoy 
the )»g he a t Exchange value (source R.CJ) and aae what your 
Buytng. Enfoy tie very beathnury hoBdays lor a traction of die 
coat ol package Din. Owning n the UJC_ means exchanging 
from a sals base to aR the dream b caUan you want 
• Tamli • Swimming pool • Sauna • Solarium 
• Rshfeig (taka or rival} • Putting (Seen • CtdAan's play parts 
• Seven acres ol private ground* • Comfortable private bar 


• Seven aaes of private ground* • Comfortable private bar 
Cwm Chwofru (pronoonced Coma Quevry) ia a wikjuefy Beautiful 
resort founded 9 year* ego. in the heart of the Watah valsys. 30 
minutes dram eon tne Breacon Beacon*. 
Rq n aao rt oflniawiailoaalPK nc Bo n -placing our reaort In Bra 
top 10 % ott rea o rt* mridwMa 
4^ For datafl* cal batman 9*m - 9pm 

£ 01597 825352 Fax 860646 gS 

Caon Chamtm Uanatxn F wm Bum WWta, Powys. 


John Howell & Co 

Solicitors & International lawyers 
The specialists in Spain 

Why us? 

• We have over 10 years’ experience 
dealing with hundreds of cases 
throughout Spain. 

• We do nothing but work related in 
Spain. 

• We have our own London based 
abogados. 

• All our lawyers and secretaries are 
bilingual. 

• You have the security of dealing 
with fully insured English 
solicitors. 

17 Maiden Lane 
Covent Garden 
London WC2E 7NA 

Ttel: 0171 420 0400 Fax: 0171 836 3626 

18 Associate Offices throughout Spain 



1WANTED! 


LAND/SITES - without Planning Permission but with 
possible ftowetopmsiit potential. 

Preferably in vil ia gcAown locations, in Cheshire 
and North Wert.' 

We are prepared to take afl the costs and risks in 
obtaining permission. Our planning consultants 
are experts. Wa are kiterasiad in buying any land 
- from large gardens to serious acreage. 

Difficult, nuisance, problem, conversion, renovation, 
Dated, redundant and Urtneighbouriy sites all considered. 
PLEASE FORWARD LOCATION PLANS AND ANY 
PLANNING HISTORY DETAILS To: 




Goldfinch (Prefects) Limited, 

Elston, West Hoad, Waavertiam, Cheshire CW8 3HH 
TO: 01928 787800 


Country Property 


NORFOLK 

BROADS 




** • ,/r r 


Unique country emerge in 
secluded location on die 
outskirts of the picturesque 
village of Homing. 12 
mile* from Norwich and 
the coast J bedrooms, 
bathroom, dining roam, 
sitting room, kitchen. 

■ £115)000 
01692 630804 



SPAIN 

ANDALUCIA 

Halfway between ski resort 
and coast Approx 30 minutes 
drive each way. 2/3 bedroom 
house in picturesque, unspoilt 
village. Needs re-wiring, 
which can be arranged. 

£18,000 

Telephone 

01814551651 


/■ilbon't foi^et 
-r to mention ^ 
r The Independent 
When replying to 1 
*,advexts .4/ 



ANTROBUS, CHESHIRE 



Attaaterto ■ Medtouml^ranipaiBlanabort S rntar tanWS. 
Enframe hot, 3 reception rooms, titchre, 5 bedroom^ study, bathroom. 
Detached single garage. 

Gartens, puunefs, paddock. 

About 1 acre. 

Region £375,000 

(A further 3.15 acres at addKtonal land may be oveflabie) 

V Phone 01244 320747 

aoumNOI Phone 01606 8S4224 


THE OLD RECTORY 


16Z7 Listed Fteetary, edge 
Mnitat Town. 7 beds, A mem 
and Corn. 65 mlrn train London. 
. 8 mta M>«y Ink. Intfanock 
red 2 atone nraotooss. Beams. 
OultxAcEngs, suit oBoatamem. 
1 acre, stream. 
£435,000 


Docklands • 


z/-incoCn czffadte 

Eihats '£Z*fyStiki' 

Q'aHizii £r JSwu?£tja$i. : 
17 The South Colonnade 
Canary Wharf Concourse . 
London E14 4PX 


Brand Point, Rotherhithe Village, SE16 

A selection of 2 and 8 bed riverside apsrtmata in due 
mmfy constructed development, chare of fitted kitchens 
with integrated spp&ansee, Victorian style sanitary 
ware c/h and parking. 

Prices £157,950 to £2044*60 Leasehold 
South Dock Marina, Surrey Quays, SE16 

A selection of 1 end 2 bedroom apartments in this newly 

I, H r npm»n» m a w Inn Hng -trmrina, Awwlnpad to high 

■peaficatjan with fitted ritrlww «wt bathroom, parking. 

Prices 499,950 to £185,000 Leasehold 
Resah properties available throughout Docklands 
from. £58.000 to £485.000 

'.. TOiLET 
Butlers Wharf, SEl . 

UsatdbSy famished dockside apartment in wdl ran block, 

2 beds, 2 baths (l ear-suite), reception roan, kitchen, 

hvlxmj, parking . . . 

£8404)0 per week' l' 
j ■ Shad Thames, SEl 

Ertremaljrwen ftxmMied bright split leva! warehouse 
apartment, gafinied doobla bedroom, bathroom, 
reespttao/dnring room, kitchen, parking, enbj phene. 

£230.00 per week 1 . • 

' Canary Wharf, E14 
I ron a e nlate split bval tiro bedronmed apartment, quality 
farBi B hjp gB. reception, kitchen, garago, entry phope,irof terrace. 
£2504)0 per week 


Tel: 0171 512 93SS 


Fax: 0171 51293991 


London Property 


London Property 


To advertise in this section 
please call the Property Team 
on 0171 293 2302/2343. 


f-Ottf/ott 


Let Us Search For You 
London’s No. I Specialist 
Search Company 

Teh +44 171 338 1066 
Fax: +44 171 838 1077 

httjr/fwnnw tmiwarrft m iiLTunn 

HomeSearch (London) Ltd 
fijdghtsferidge, SW3 


CENTRAL 

LONDON 

3 Modern fiats 
Let on ass. s/h tenancies 
Producing £40,600pa 
With potential for uplift 
Company or portfolio sale 
Price £525,000 
Principles only. 

0171 491 B&44 



Advertise your property through the Independent on Sunday 's highly successful Property 
Gallery ■; a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the module format shown here, with 40 words of copy 
complemented by a full colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more Sundays you book, the cheaper the cost per ad> 

1 x Sunday advertisement costs £95 

2 x Sunday advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Sunday advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 

Fill in the coupon below and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to: The Property Team, 
Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EI4 5DL 
Deadline for receipt of copy/pboto is the Tuesday 12 days prior to Sunday publication. 

Offer open to private advertisers only, commercial advertising package available on request. 


NR LEICESTER 



NAME TELEPHONE (daytime) 

ADDRESS - 

I require lO 2 ED 3dl nick appropriate box) Sunday Advertisementts) at a total cost of £ ..... 

Please enclose a cheque for this amount made payable to ‘Newspaper Publishing Pic' or fill in your Visa/ Access/ Aroex/D mere Club details: 

CREDIT CARD Nin l i I 1 11 II I 1 1 1 11 1 I II I eXPIRY DATE..... SIGNATURE 

For advice or more information please call ‘The Property Team 1 on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 


YOUR PRICE 

(Visit this weekend. Reserve before prices rise.) 








With the market rising — and 
the demand for these new i 
two bedroom, two bathroom 
waterside apartments - 

rocketing - you'd best visit 
-Victoria Wharf. V' 

Because ft' you reserve now- , ; 
from plan, yduTT a3s6'jeserw“ 
rihe price. So, m tb^ very aear 
future, you could. fmd.Ttxirself 
smiling in iihe latowledge that 
you bought a sof&isticated 
home on a Thaijies peraEisuIa ; 
with unparalleled idveif views,' 
fitredkiKJwnandJQuriHe: 




with' private bakony + foc'fe ' ’ 
lesachanyour. 
nei^iboura . '■ 


Victoria Wharf, Narrow Street, 
Limehouse £14. 

5 mins by DLR from Tower Bridge. 

New two bedroom apamnenis wizbYwo bathrooms. 
Kitchens comprise integrated units, ovens, hobs, hoods, 
dishwashers, washer/driets, fridge/fieezers and ceramic 
floor dies. From £209,995. 


Home Exchange available. Ask for details. 


Sales office open, every day 10am. tx> 6pm. 

Telephone: 0171 536 9685 

hrq>^/ww«jdqigauikfoainRr ’ 

AD uflm mbtn (fab utvmtaMn An ll rePn 

wibW»iiBfclia«i|<i i f B t m inb. y J- a 



.Offian^Mr «"T — .1 | 

hm 4| mtbHaafabn each 
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“ marke!s “ clinlb a 

What it means is thai there are 
^reasons to be anxious abSS 
the current level of share prices if 
you want to Snd them :.5e 

market goes during a 
buD market, the more , serious 
/those worries seem to become. ■ 

so your 

ihchdlybroker will tell you, must : 
he bold and blithe enough to 
Ki£S e warni hgVOices that win 
acconj Pany any pro* 
■traced surge in- the stock market 
wil] miss the best pan of 

Lfce most things that old hands 
say about the stock; market, this 
alwys seems better-advice in hind- 
sight - when you know what sub- 

SSe aPPe ” ed ~ tha P itdoes 

^ it seems, obvious new 

that, the Mexican debt crisis in 
■August 1982 marked the start of 
the current liyear bull market in 
shares: it just didn’t seem that wav 
at the time. - 



The worriers 
are at it again. 
Maybe we 
should take 
them seriously 


Dow Jones Industrials 
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Likewise, any old fool can see 
.tfet the 1987 crash was just a blip 
m the long upward march of Wall 
Street 

Wclmcw. now that it was merely 
an ordinary correction to a dearly 
overvalued marker which unex- 
pectedly spiralled out of control 
thanks to a previously untested 
invention called portfolio 
insu ra n c e, : - 

This was the technique, you will 
recall, invented by some American 
computer boffins .which allowed' 
computers to run portfolios for 
institutions and ordered them to 
sell whenever shares fell more 
than a certain percentage. 


It took the 1987 crash to dis- 
cover it had a serious bug - once 
the market’s fall had reached a 
certain point, the system merely 
, became a recipe for auto da /<?, 
with each wave of selling 
automatically creating more 
orders to sell. 

At the time, however; most peo- 
ple worried that the crash was a 
portent- of some far more serious 
economic setback - and for some 
countries, including Britain, where 
Inflation was starting to take off 
after the Lawson boom, those 
concerns, were not entirely 
-misplaced.- 

Now it does not take a genius to 


notice that the worriers are at it all 
over again. The difference this 
lime is that the wall of worry the 
market is climbing is not eco- 
nomic - the US economy, as Mr 
Greenspan conceded, has rarely 
looked healthier - but simply the 
value of the market itself. 

it is hard, as I said a few weeks 
ago, not to take seriously the many 
well-regarded voices which now 
believe that Wall Street has 
become a very risky place at cur- 
rent valuation levels. 

On almost any historical valua- 
tion criterion, wc have entered 
unprecedented territory. And 
since the voices now include Alan 


Greenspan, the chairman of the 
Federal Reserve, the man whose 
decisions can do roost to stop the 
markets in its tracks, it is no longer 
simply enough merely to scoff at 
the worriers’ concern’s. 

This week Mr Greenspan, giv- 
ing his half-yearly account of the 
state of the economy- to Congress, 
repeated his concerns about the 
current bull market. 

He repeated his wanting that 
the stock market was showing 
signs of “irrational exuberance" 
and suggested that higher interest 
rates could be needed soon to stop 
a resurgence of inflation. There 
can be no doubt that the world's 



most powerful central banker was 
going out of his way to try io 
dampen Wall Street s continued 

buoyancy. .... 

As the market took little notice 
of Mr Greenspan’s hint last time, 
whv should it pay any attention 
now ? Well one reason is that it usu- 
ally takes actions, not woitfs, to slop 
a genuinely rampant bull market 

As long as Mr Greenspan goes 
on talking about the need for 
interest rate rises, bui refrains 
from actually making them, some 
investors may be tempted to go on 
calling his bluff. 

That in a way is precisely how 
the irrationality which the Fed 
chairman was warning about man- 
ifests itself. , , . 

But Mr Greenspan s problem is 
that he knows - and admitted 
again this week - that the US 
economy is in remarkably good 
shape. 

What concerns him most. I sus- 
pect. is not the fact that the mar- 
ket has been strong, but the way 
that those who have been busy 
pushing the bull market case have 
now started to justify their case. 

As conventional valuation cri- 
teria no longer support current 


share prices, ihe recourse of the 
bulls now is to the “once in a life- 
lime" rationale that spells partic- 
ular danger. 

There was a telling example the 
other day ai the Davos economic 
forum, where a group of promi- 
nent academics and businessmen 
sat down io debate - in all earnest- 
ness - the proposition that the 
“business cycle” has been 
abolished. 

The argument here is that com- 
puters and new business practices, 
such as “just in time" delivery of 
goods, are eliminating the need 
for companies to hold large 
amounts of stocks. 

h is the ups and downs of the 
stock cycle which some believe is 
the principal cause of the the 
business cycle itself. 

Do you believe that? If you do, 
then this is your kind of stock mar- 
ket I know that I don’t - and ii is 
clear that Mr Greenspan does not 
either. 

History, he said, is full of “new 
eras" that turned out to be 
mirages. The four most dangerous 
words in investment, as another 
old market adage goes, are “this 
lime it is different". It never is. 




Rachel 

Fixsen has 
a few 

suggestions 



advice? 


T here are around 28,000 
financial^ products on 
the market Which one 
do you want? More 
importantly, which one do you 
really need? . . - 

We can always do our own 
research to get at the facts, of 
course. It may require a long 
sabbatical -and a jot of bad:- ■ 
ground reading. Interested? 
Let’s face it, roost of us have . 
better things to do. 

For comprehensive ' plan- 
ning, financial advisers can 
help negotiate the minefield. 
They have: the resources and 
expertise to know which prod- 
ucts are arotrad and, for those 
that are independent, have, a 
legal requirement to recom- 
mend the most suitable prod- 
uct for you. 

The problem is that all too t 
often choosing' the right ' 



if you need a complete review 
of-yo 


- your 
stances. 


financial circiun-. 


inayalsG 

adviser can seom^entOer^^nandai advice, 
daunting than r pjdoo& .ape’fi How da you 



way .through 
maze itself. - 
There is a range of Choices: 
O A tied agent who could be 
a representative of a. bank or 
insurer, can only sell you prod- 
ucts from one company. 

□ An independent adviser' 
(IFA) can offer you a product 
from any company. They must 
have professional qualifica- 
tions and are regulated by the 
Personal Investment Anthor- 


a rep- 


utableadriserwho is not going 
to .sell Jtou ostriches? Gany 
HeathrohasmaDLof the GA 
Association, a trade body for 
financial .advisers, recom : 
mends taUang to your friends. . 
“Thereared million clients of 
EFAs out there,” he says. 


authorised by his or her rele- Amanda Davidson, a part- 
vant watchdog. For IFAs this is - ner at Holden Meehan, a Lon- 
the PIA; for solicitors it is the don firm of IFAs, suggests ask- 
Xaw Society and foT.armun-^. mg plenty, of questions at the 
tants it jstb^ Institute of Char- first meeting. How kwg has the 
tered-rAgcpuntaots.: yoaxasP o fi rat^beea m business? Is it 
call these prgamsatioos.qr the qualified? Does it have areas 


recommendation the following 
phone services will help you 
trade one down: ? . 

£J IFA Promotion. on 0117 


iiy(PIA). — " 7 971*1177 gives you addresses 

□ Financial planners are good '. of three IFAs in your area. 

. £J Monty. Management, maga- 


M l YOl M I D 
O KNOW MU) l 1 
PENSIONS 


www.eqwtaMe.co.ok 


RcgatamlbS' 

Tfc* Fmraal Imnm Aadnrfcy 


zinc has a list of foe-based, 
advisers. (Call 0117 976 9444 
for list of six nearest to you.)- 
OTfypur financial affairs are 
complex or you have a high net 
worth, the Institute of FSnan- : 
dal Planning has a register of 
members available by calling 
0079304434. 

CTTbe Solicitors for Indepen- 
dent Fin ancial Advice helpline 
on 02372 721172. ... .. 

- It pays to make soinechedts 
before parting with money. A 
financial adviser must be 


Securities and Investments 
Board, the. overall regulator, 
on 0171 929 3652 to make 
sure your adviser is bona fide: 

Haw qualified is the adviser? 
By the end of June, ail advis- 
ers most have a benchmark 
qualifies tic®. This is usually the 
Financial Planning Certificate 
(FPC), set at three levels. The 
exams are set and marked by 
' tire Chartered Insurance Insti- 
tute (CET). A range of alterna- 
tive qualifications are allowed. 
If in doubL-Contact the PlA on 
.0171538 8860. • 

Qualifications are a useful 
way of telling what the overall 
knowledge is of- the adviser 
concerned. But they do not 
convey the ER&s ability to put 
that knowledge to use in a cre- 
atiye way on your behalf. 

Many Irate HAs and firms 
have the backing of a large 
LRA network, which helps 
them with research into prod- 
ucts and helps with compliance 
issues. However, simply 
- belonging to one of these net- 
works is no guarantee. 


of specialism? If the adviser is 
a sole trader, is there any 
back-up? Ask them to give you 
two clients as referees. 

Be prepared to walk away: 
“You may just not feel com- 
fortable with them, and want 
to move on,” she adds. 

One potentially embarrass- 
ing question concerns the 
adviser’s remuneration. Given 
that the whole purpose of 
going to an IFA is to talk 
about money, this is not a sen- 
sible approach. Essentially, 
advisers are paid either on a 
straightforward fee system or 
they earn commission. 

Financial advisers must now 
tell you the commission they 
would earn from that sale. 
TOs is so dients do not feel the 
advice is biased either way. 

IFAs working on a fee-only 
basis might charge £1DO-£150 
an hour in central London 
and £50-£100 in the provinces. 
One can usually agree a com- 
plete fee in advance. They will 
then rebate any commission 
back to you. 


THE 


lection 


Beater 




Worried about interest rate rises? Take one of the 
BEST rates NOW - and FIX it for FOUR YEARS! 

Four full years at an outstanding fixed rate o f 7.09% 
Protects you against likely post-election rate rises 
Exclusively funded by a Top Ten building society 

ONLY AVAILABLE from your local Mortgage 
Intelligence broker. Phone FREE anytime on 

0800-246 000 


MORTGAGE 

INTELLIGENCE 

Britain's Larc 


Mortgage Broi 


gest Group of 
ie Brokers 


NO V3 ELECT 


PENSIONS BY 


i yf 




PHONE 




24 hours a day 7 davs a week Now you can pick up the phone and get 

pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and without hiss 




0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser 
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Don't believe in fairy tales 

John Whiting and Cherry Reynard on trusts 


Best borrowing rates 


Best savings rates 


T rusts have long had a 
fairy tale press - the 
debutante's essential 
accessory. Why? 
Because Daddy is of the belief 
that a trust is a magical way to 
avoid paying (ax. But be 


warned that this popular view 
of trusts is largely a fallacy. So 
why use them? 

Trusts began in liberated 
Norman times when women 
could not hold property. This 
presented problems when the 



You know euciK whai >our circumstances are today, and 
can choose a pension plan to suit them perfectly. 

But what about tomorrow? Or next year? Or ten years from 
now? 

Whut you need is a pension plan which is flexible enough to 
cope with any changes in your lifestyle - without making you pay 
a penalty. 

That i* why ecu should consider an Equitable personal 
pension plan. Te don’t pay commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business, and our expenses are kept enviably 
low. So. you don’t have to commit yourself to paying identical 
contributions each year, they can be increased or reduced to suit 
you - without penalty. 

And if you want to retire earlier than planned, your benefits 
will be exactly the same as if you'd chosen that date in the first 
place. 

VThat’s more, you have the reassurance of knowing that your 
pension fund is in die hands of one of the finest investment 
teams in the UiL 

So. if you’d like further information, by post and by 
telephone, on a personal pension plan that lives up to its name, 
call iO*WO ' 53 43 or return the coupon below. 

www.equitable.co.uk 

liu'ormanon jjvice will iwK be {riven on Equitable croup products 
Peculated by die Personal Investment Authority 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


warriors went to the Crusades 
and wanted to see their wife 
well cared tor in their (possi- 
bly permanent) absence. So 
they entrusted their worldly 
gocids to the local priest while 
they were away with instruc- 
tions that the wife was to get 
the benefit of them - that is. 
live in the house and receive 
any income. 

It is essentially this distinc- 
tion of legal and beneficial 
ownership that defines a trust. 
Mr Norman (the settlor) con- 
fers legal ownership on the 
priest (the trustee), but pro- 
vides that Mrs Norman is the 
beneficiary. Thus there are 
always three parties involved. 

Trusts come in many guises 
- the ihrce main types are: 

Cl Accumulation and mainte- 
nance trusts, which are 
designed for young relatives. 
They require that any income 
produced by the assets in the 
trust must be used for the 
maintenance, education or 
benefit of the children involved, 
or accumulated within the trusL 

Equally, the children must 
become entitled to the right to 
income or capital from the 
trust by the age of 25 as the lat- 
est income generated in this 
type of trust Is charged at 24 per 
cent for 1997,98 with an addi- 
tional 1 1 per cent surcharge. 
Capital gains tax ( CGT) on any 
gains arising is also charged at 
this rate alter deduction of the 
annual exemption. 

□ Interest in possession trusts 
tUP) - the income from this 
type of trusL automatically 
belongs to the beneficiaries. 
This entitlement is usually for 
the lifetime of the beneficiary 
(the “life tenant"). 

The assets in the fund may 
then pass to another life ten- 
ant or a "remainderman "who 
would be a person or group of 
people entitled to the capital 
in the trust on the demise of 
the life tenant. 

The income generated by an 
interest in possession trust is 
charged to income and CGT at 
23 per cent for 1997/98. 
Equally, a charge to CGT will 
usually arise when capital 
leaves’the trust. 

□ Discretionary trusts - here, 
the trustees have full discre- 
tion over the destination of 
income and capital within the 


class of beneficiaries specified 
in the trust deed. Some, if not 
all. can be kept within the 
trust and noL distributed. The 
income and capital gains gen- 
erated is charged at the 34 per 
cent rate for 1997/98. 

In all cases, income payouts 
to beneficiaries are taxed in 
their hands, but with credit for 
income tax paid by the trusL 

Inheritance tax (IHT) will 
always be a consideration on 
setting up a trust. A gift to an 
IIP trust ranks as a potentially 
exempt transfer and hence IHT 
is only payable should the set- 
tlor fail to survive seven years. 

On the other hand, on a 
transfer to a discretionary trust 
IHT Is immediately payable at 
20 per cent to the extent that 
the transfer is above the sett- 
lor's nil-rate band of - from 6 
April - £215.000. with further 
tax possibly payable should 
the settlor not survive seven 
years. 

If assets are being passed 
into a trust CGT may arise - 
but the quid pro quo of the IHT 
charge for rhe discretionary 
trust is that no CGT is payable. 

Ostensibly, it is not easy to 
see where Lax savings can be 
made when one takes into 
account the legal costs of set- 
ting up the trust and the 
annual compliance costs such 
as tax and trust return, 
trustees' remuneration etc. 
Another difficulty can be find- 
ing appropriate trustees. 

There are tax savings to be 
made. Big CGT savings can be 
made through discretionary 
trusts using gifts relieE, and rhe 
different rates that apply to DP 
trusts will have been noted. 

it comes down to trusts 
being ideal devices if family 
circumstances prohibit the 
making of outright gifts. Chil- 
dren may be financially imma- 
ture or minors (under 18) or 
simply unsuitable to be the 
recipients of large amounts of 
wealth. Then control of the 
asseLs is retained in (he hand 
of trustees whilst the benefits 
pass to the family. This often 
appeals when grandparents 
are thinking of benefiting 
grandchildren. 

John Whiting is a lax ptirtner. 
Cherry Reynard a rax specialist 
with Price Waterhouse. 
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Do you want above average 
and increasing income? 


The best way to achieve this is to invest in 
stocks and shares over the long term. 

The new M&G High Income Investment Trust 
P.L.C. is available now for investment through 
The M&G PEP tax free. 


You can choose from:- 

* 


5°/t 


6*3°/( 


From _ 

0 r ia or U ~0 70 

Complete the coupon or phone 0990 600 621 


From Income 
and Growth 
Units 
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OFFER closes 3.00pm 7th March 1997 


To: The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. Please send me details of the new 
M&G High Income Investment Trust PEP. 

NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. 

You should contact your independent financial adviser (if you have one) before investing. 
The price of investments and the income from them can go down as well as up. The value to you 
of the tax benefits will depend on your own circumstances. The tax regime of PEPs could 
change In the future. 


Mr.'Mrs.' 

MissiIOs 

INITIALS 

SURNAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

KE-CEA1 


M&G does not offer investment advice or offer any recommendations regarding investments. 
We only market the packaged preducts and services oi the M&G marketing group. 
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Managing your money for the longer term 


§6 We believe the 
trend in income 
stocks is on the 
up. This launch 
has come at an 
ideal time to take 
advantage of this 
opportunity 99 

Tom Carroll 
M&G Fund Manager 

‘Estimated Gross Dividend 
Yields are based on investment 
within the M&G PEP and based 
on the manager's projected 
portfolio as at 3i.iz.9e and are 
subject to change. After the 
initial offer period there win be 
a spread between the buying 
and selling price. 


No initial charge. No withdrawal fee. 


For turning data into information , two books by 
Edward Tufte on the state of the art for graphical displays 

ENVISIONING INFORMATION 

£30 per copy postpaid 

A remarkable range of examples for the idea of visual 
thinking, with beautifully printed pages. A real treat 
for all who reason and learn by means of images.” 
rudolf arnhsm "A joy to read." computbv 

“A beautifully illustrated, well-argued volume. A savvy 
guide for the professional." soentircambiican 

"An incredibly beautiful, true, refined, and luscious book. 

DENISE SCOTT BROWN and ROBERT VENTURI :’ ; > 

'Brilliant work on the best means of displaying information on a flat surface.” so-tech book news 

Over 400 illustrations, with exquisite 6- to 12-coiour printing. The finest examples in technical, creative, 
business, and scientific presentations: diagrams, legal exhibits, charts, maps, computer graphics, use of 
colour. Presenting complex material dearly. 

THE VISUAL DISPLAY OF 
QUANTITATIVE INFORMATION 

£22 per copy postpaid 
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Thla map portrays the losses suffered by Napoleon's army 
In the Russian campaign of 1812. Beginning at the left on 
d» PoUsh-Russtan border near the Niemen. the thick bond 
shows the size of the army (422.000 men) as it Invaded 
Russia. Thu width of the band nxfkates the size of the army 
at each position. In September,, the army readied Moscow 
with 100.000 men. The path of Napoleon's retreat from 
l ^ OKOW ^ *be bineriy cold winter Is depicted by the dark 
lower band, which is tied to a temperature/dme scale. The 
remains of the Grande Armte struggled out of Russia with 
only 10,000 men. Six dimensions of data are displayed on 
the two-dimensional surface of the paper. 

Two-colour poster, £7 postpaid . 


"One of the best books you’ll ever see." datamation "A visual Strunk and White." boston globe 

"The century's best book on statistical graphics.” computing reviews “Stunning, classic." OfmCALENGlNEERlNG 

250 illustrations of the best (and a few of the worst) statistical charts, graphics, and tables. Detailed 
analysis of how to display data for precise, quick, effective analysis. 


HH 


Moneyback guarantee. Send your order and payment to: 

Graphics Press UK, IND Saffron House, 59-60 High Street, Battle, E.SussexTN33 OEN 
Telephone: (0 1 424) 773377 Fax: (0 1 424) 775926 
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women 


The sex gap 


and women compare 



i 


ake two adults - one male, one 
female. They are the same age^ 
have the same jobs and identical 


needs are the same, aren’t they? 

In fact, the opposite is true. Women 
find themselves paying more. or less, than 
men across a wide; range ..of finance 
products. . . 

In effect, thesame potcntialoutcpinfis’ 

- financial security /when .ill* a .decent 
retirement income, even car insurance - . 

= require different inputs from women.- 
These differentials are set to continue, 
despite changes. in the JaWj^ifch as this 
weelfsplanned goyermhenf reforms entf- 
' tling divorced people; usually women, to 
a share in their partners’ pensions when, 
a marriage ends. ' ’ • •• 

Tkke permanent health insurance; an 
income payable when a person is unable 
to return to work after a lengthy Alness. 
Holden Meehan, a firm of independent 
financial. advisers in London, says coyer 
worth £20,000 a year for a; woman aged 
30, in a low-risk oCcirpatioii.'woQjdcost - 
£33.76 a month. By contrast, a male of the 
same age would pay only £18.60 a month. 
Al age 35, women pay £42.18, compared 
to just £22.98 for men. 

Amanda Davidson, a partner at Holden 
Meehan, explains women’s higher c l a ims 
experience: “It is tough being a woman. 

1 suspect the pressures of modem living, 
where a woman has so many roles to play, 
mean more stress, on .body and soul, and 
hence more claims. "Women are also 
more complicated physically than men, so 
there is more to go .wrong.” 

The differential is reversed in the case 
of critical illness cover, a different type of 


Nic Cicutti discovers why financial 
security 1 ,icl rftsts them mors 



insurance where a lump sum is paid out 
when sudden Alnesses strike, such as heart 
attacks and strokes of cancer being diag- 
nosed. John Joseph, a London finanoal- 
adviser-, specialising in this- field, says 
cover of £100,000 for awoman aged 45 
-might cost £4160 a month- However a . 

■ man might pxpeet to pay £55.70. 

•, This variation -increases with age; 

" women.'" aged ‘55 pay £9550 a month 
compared with £128.40 for men- By coo- . 
trast, at age 30, the di ff er en t i al favours, 
men,-' if anything: £ 14 J 0 . compared to 
£1X70 fbr women-. •; ' , ■ 

-Mr- Joseph jays: “Topically, S'™”* 

-. type of contract women have had higher 
rates of cancer- than men but they did not 
appear to suffer from coronary or 
respiratory "diseases, which meant they 
-paid less. • 

“But this is changing as underwnters 
obtain more up-to-date cla im s expenence 

-. and jtislikelytbatwomenwillhavetopay 

more.” . 

Private medical- insurance vs an e *pfP" 
don - for now. Bupa, the largest provider, 
does not differentiate between men and 
women but on the basis of age. A person 
of either sex aged 30 would expect to pay 
£23.68 a month for Bupa’s more basic 
type of cover- But John Castagna, Bupa 
head of product development war^ the 
company is reviewing this pohey follow- 
ing competition from provide rs which 
charge gender-based premiums. 


Whh lifc insurance, the straightforward 
tvue of cover which pays out m the ercnt 
ofdeath, the picture is the same. Pru- 
dential, the giant UK insurer, would 
charge a 30 ^-oidwoman £19 a month 
forever worth £100,000. A man would 
nw £21. Tfcn years later, however, die man 
^rould pay £42, with the woman charged 

head of financial plan- 
. ping at Prudential, says: ^though mor- 
tality rates have improved for men and 

-women, the differential m terms of how 
mudi longer women live has tended to 

remain the same.” . 

Women’s longevity relative to men 
also has a big effect on their retuement 
income. But here, social factors also play 

an important role. The feet ttot women 

live longer means that when they 
their pension is less than a male s at the 
same age. Fi gures f rom the AmrnQ 
Bureau, the retirement income specialist 
in London, shew that a male smoker aged 
60 would expect to receive an income 
worth £7,936 for a £75,000 lump sum-A 
female smoker would receive only 

Peter Quinton, who runs the Annuity 
Bureau, says: “In general, companies 
will pay a similar amount to men mid 
women. Because women live longer, they 

receive less but over a longer penod. 

This longevity means that for women 
to receive the same pension as men,they 
must pay in more. According to Black 


Horse Financial Services, part of Lloyds 
Bank, a woman aged 35 would expect to 
nav about £180 a month to receive a pen- 
Son worth £10,000 at 65. By contrast- a 

man would pay £160- _ . ... 

Clearly advance planning is critical m 
this area. Yet research by Fleming, the 
fund manager, shows 53 per cent o» 
women will free a sharp drop in mcorae . 

when they retire, against 40 per cemof | 

men. An important contributor to poor { 
pensions is not just lower pay, but career • 
breaks. A woman who takes five years on 
might receive a pension worth at least is 
per cent less than someone who remains 

id work. _ 

Women also have to pay out more 
when it comes to meeting the cost of long- 
tenn care (LTC). Sandy Johnstone, who 
heads a unit specialising in UC products 
for Commercial Union, says a woman 
aged 65 would expect to pay 
month to insure for cover worth £10.000 
a year. A man pays £52-80. 

Roddy Kohn, a financial adviser at 
Kohn Cougar, a Bristol firm, says: The 
bottom line is that women must .begin 
planning earlier and in more detail th-n 
Inen. The good news is that if they do. 

they can offset many of the financial hand 

icaps they are likely to face. 

Relief may come in the form of lower 
car insurance premiums. Premium 
Search, a telephone insurer, says a-jO-vear 
old London teacher drivmg a Vauxhall 
Cavalier would only pay £293 m premi- 
TTm*, compared to £302 for her mate 
opposite number. The .company saysmen 
tend to have fewer accidents than women 
but the cost of their claims tends to be 
higher. 


Women 
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LOOSE 

CHANGE 


London & Country 
Mortgages, the mortgage 
broker, is linking with __ 
National Counties Building 
Society to launch a five-year 
fixed-rate loan at 7.39 per _ ; 
cent. Call 0800 373300. 
Gartmore is extending the 

no-charge offer on its Global 

PEP until 31 May. The fund 
also operates no exit, 
switching or withdrawal 
charges on its portfolio. Call 
0800 289336. 

Chase de'Vere is launching 



SERIOl'S 
PENSIONS 
INFORM AVION 


www.equitable.co.iik 


RapMadt? . 
The ruw— l 


cnargmg o-uu ****“* 

March 2000. A lender’s fee 

of £295 applies, The ; 

redemption penalty is three 
months’ interest for three • 
wars. Call 0800 747374. ... 

Birmingham Midshires is 
relaunching itsfive-year 

fixed-interest Retirement ' 

Bond, paying monthly 
interesrof 7.1per ““t STO®- . 
Call 0500070707. ' ■ 

AHbey Nafionid has 
launched a3frMnimn-Rpw»« 
Band,'offe^up to 65 per 
cent grte* Tbebontfhas a 
mmwnn m-LTrmomh term. 

Call 0800100801 : . 

' Albany life Staunching a 

Graranteed Equity Bond, 

offering capital guarantees 
plus the chance to sharera^ * 
gains recorded JvJjf £3? 
100 share index. Call 01707 

669000.- SI- u ■ 
Skandia life is launching 
■ an umbrella PEP which 
allows the option of revesting 
in a range of different fired 
managers’; unit trusts- Can . 
0800 243509. 


Quite simply, an outstanding pension 


•".'i *- 



sjmpk . ^ ^ m 

. “SKS5" “ 

interest and part cap**- ■ 5ctected by PMW. 

Meanwhile shares in 1®*^ capital but offer die prospect 
aim not only » a ^lus, however foe 

of . increasing fc » ijS* down as wefl as up 

of -stock ^marioet mv ^ ^ amoureinvested. 


PENSION: 
IN YOUR 
OWN TIME, 
IN YOUR 
OWN WAY. 


| A Merchant Investors pension is an easy, 
\ convenient and flexible pension. 

The charges are low. 

| You can vary your contributions 
, without charge. 

Pay no commission when 
you buy direct. 

,No salesperson 
i will bother you. 


Merchant Investors 

Assurance 

— •■■■‘■"■‘"■""I 

1 Company Limited. Frecpon BS 6013. Bnstol BSl 2UZ 

j MB , MBS ■' MISS MS U*asc cirdr a ipproprmel. 
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0800 374857 
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SATURDAY 1' MARCH 1997 • THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND 


Christians out of 
the lions’ den 

Financial adviser Amanda Davidson finds solutions 
for a family with three teenagers to educate 


NAMES: John and Angie 

Eteresford 

AGE Mid-iOs 

OCCUPATIONS: Electrical 
engineer and special needs 
teacher 

BACKGROUND: John and 
Angie have three teenage 
daughters aged 13, 15 and 17. 
He earns £32,000 and she 
earns £23.000. Angie is about 
to change job and there will be 
a change to her pension 
scheme. As there is no “trans- 
fer dub” she is wondering 
what to do with her current 
pension arrangements in the 
Teachers' Pension Scheme and 
also what contributions she 
should pay in future. 

John has a money purchase 
arrangement with his current 


firm and a pension transferred 
from his previous employment 
into Norwich Union. 

They shortly will be receiv- 
ing a lump sum of £25,000 
from a maturing endowment 
policy. After paying off the 
loans and carrying out work on 
the property, they will be left 
with £15.000. Their main pri- 
ority is to see that their chil- 
dren should have the oppor- 
tunity to go to university. 

They have a small amount 
of their investments in ethical 
funds. As practising Christians 
this is a consideration for their 
future investments. 

THE ADVISER: Amanda 
Davidson, a partner at Holden 
Meehan, independent finan- 
cial advisers in London. 


THE ADVICE: Until John and 
Angie have decided what to do 
with their investment, they 
should put it into a building 
society account. This should be 
a postal account such as that 
operated by Cheltenham and 
Gloucester in their direct 30 
account which will give a gross 
interest rate of 5.9 per cent or 
the Chelsea Post- tel 20-day 
account, giving 6.05 per cent 
gross. 

The building society money 
should be held in Angie's 
name as she is a basic rate tax- 
payer. They should definitely 
pay off two personal loans 
they have. This will also 
release £200 a month which 
they could invest into further 
savings. They should check 


that there are no early repay- 
ment penalties. 

To provide their daughters 
with £3,000 a year in real terms 
for three years of university 
education each, they will need 
roughly £9,000 for their eldest 
daughter. The second dafigh-’ 
ter will require the remaining 
£6,000 plus £50 a month sav- 
ings and the youngest will 
require £150 a month saved 
between now and when she 
first starts at university. Thus 
the Beresfords should be look- 
ing at investing the foil £15.000 
for their daughters' education, 
plus the £200 a month they can 
now save. 

John has a PEP with Friends 
Provident which contains some 
ethical investment. He could 


UK TRACKER PEP 


A very low-cost way to share 
in the performance of the 
UKs top 100 companies. 

Tax free. 



A new, very low-cost PEE 

• 

This PEP invests in the Scottish Widows UK Index Trust 
which aims to track the capital performance of the 
Financial Times Stock Exchange 100 index. 

• 

The Index currently includes such well-known names as 
BP, Marks & Spencer and BT. 

• 

Average growth of the Index (with gross income reinvested) 
has been impressive - 15.196 p-a-t since February 1988. 

• 

Invest a lump sum Grom just £1,000. 


Call now on 

0345 6789 10 

for further information 

and quote reference number JC1 

SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


Issued by Scottish Widows Investment Management Limited. 
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO- 



The Beresford family: Providing for university costs proved an important consideration 


"Hk value of <ti>dunarfcct Invesmcnis and anv Income from ihera nuy Call ai well as rise and investor* may not get back dir unouni onguwdly invested. Tm assumptions are subject to 
viaiuiun cKui'^e and the i-aJue i»i an Invest. ir of jm uu advantages depends on personal dnuirwaitts J Source Mkcropa) LL97, gross income reinvested. Over 5 years to 1.1.97 the 
Indn would have pros ided average growth of 13.14 pj_ Please note 1J.S8 is the earliest date from which Mlcrapal supplies figures for rhe Index allowing for reinvestment 
ol gross Income. Past performance is not neicsiarilv a guide to the future. For your protection your calls to Scottish Widows may be recorded. 


pay the £200 a month into this 
PEP. The remaining £100 a 
month should be invested in a 
Tessa. This spreads risk by 
opting for a more cautious 
approach than just a PER 

As to the remaining lump 
sum, bearing in mind that 
£9,000 will be needed for the 
first daughter in a relatively 
short space of time, I would 
recommend that they put 
£6,000 in the building society 
once again held in Angie's 
name. 

As far as the £6,000 for the 
second daughter is concerned, 
this could be invested in a 
slightly freer way. Angie has no 
PEP at the moment, so it 
would be sensible to use up her 
PEP allowance. 

If they were not concerned 
about an ethical choice, then 
I recommend a company such 
as Fidelity or Perpetual. 

From their building society 
investments and their Halifax 
mortgage, John and Angie can 
expea some shares. Curiously 


these may be put into a PEP 
on top of their normal 
allowances of £9,000 per 
annum each. This must be 
done within 42 days of the 
issue of the shares. I recom- 
mend that they hold on to the 
Halifax shares and that they do 
put them into a PEP John is a 
higher rate taxpayer and this 
makes sense. These shares 
could also be used to top up 
any funds that might be 
needed at university. - 

They have a part-endow- 
ment mortgage and a part- 
repayment mortgage with Hal- 
ifax. The repayment mortgage 
is not covered by any separate 
life assurance. Life assurance 
for Angie would not cost a lot 
as they would only need it for 
a short period of time. An 
eight-year term assurance for 
£50,000 would cost Angie 
£9 JO a month. 

Angie has a new pension 
scheme to consider. She needs 
to get details and look thor- • 
oughly at what she is entitled 


to. She has 12 years’ service in 
the Teachers’ Pension Scheme, 
which has very good benefits. 
She needs' to think carefully if 
she is to move this away from 
its secure environment! 

On the calculations that I 
have done, Angie neois con- 
tributions of about 20 per cent 
of her' income to achieve an 
overall pension of 40 per cent 
of her current salary including 
benefits. Thus if the contribu- 
tions from her new employer 
are less than the. 20 per cent, 
she needs to think carefully 
about making this up:. 

John's pension' situation is 
quite healthy. On his current 
arrangements, he can look 
forward to a litfie under 60 per 
cent of his final salary at retire- 
ment. He has his previous 
employer's scheme transferred 
to a Norwich Union "Personal 
Pension Plan, it has zrvalue of 
£105,000. But if he were to die, 
Angie would receive Only 
£15.000 as a return of the 
original investment if lie 


PI iOTOG RA?H: NEWS TEAM 

wishes, to change this, he can 
contact Norwich -Union- 

John also contracted Out a 
. Serps with a separate Scottish 
’Widows policy. He is how at an 
age where he needs to con- - 
sider carefully whether he 
wishes to remain contracted 
out For the mordent! would 
stay contracted Changes 
in the rebates mean the sensi- 
tive age has risenahd wifi, now 
be around 50 for inert./ 

THE VERDICT: “Amanda’s 
summary captures the situa- 
tion perfectly. There . are still 
some un answered questions 
but she has given super advice 
that we shall certainly act 
upon. Our primary concern is 
to be good stewards of the 
resources God has given us. 

“So it is pleasing that 
Amanda feels our financial 
future is reasonably secure. 
Her advice with regards to 
the children is excellent while 
putting accounts in ’Angie's 
name to avoid tax liability is a 
masterstroke.** • • 


W hat a shock to the 
system to leave the 
sun-drenched 
streets of Harare, 
with their daytime tempera- 
ture of 28°C, for the wind and 
rain-swept streets of London. 
Chillier temperature-wise, that 
is. Not so ter as markets are 
concerned 

It is remarkable that in a few 
short days share prices have 
once again entered virgin ter- 
ritory. London is still building 
on 1996’s useful performance 
- a rise made more significant 
by the impressive strength of 
sterling. The Zimbabwean 
stock market has not per- 
formed too badly, either. 

The financial pages of last 
Tuesday’s Herald - Harare’s 
leading newspaper - pointed 
to foreign investment of nearly 
ZimS4bn since June 1993 
when the government opened 
up the market to foreign 
investment. Do not get too 
excited. There are nearly 
Zira$18 to the pound, so we 
are talking about no more 
than around £250ra. 

The Zimbabwe stock 
exchange is the second-largest 
in Africa after South Africa. 
During 1996 it recorded a rise 
of 121 per cent, making it the 
fourth-best performing market 
after Hungary, Russia and 
Venezuela. 

When I was there share 
prices were experiencing a 
modest retrenchment, 
although optimism seemed 
high following some of the 
heaviest rains seen in recent 
years. A good rainfall is impor- 
tant for this largely agricultural 
economy - just as well, as the 
manufacturing seaor grew 
only 23 per cent in real terms 
last year. 


Emerging 
markets 
no longer 
offer a 
quick buck 


It put me in mind of the fact 
that emerging markets remain 
an exciting prospecting 
ground. Africa is not neces- 
sarily the best starting point, 
though. 

While rich in natural 
resources, it lacks the 
dynamism of, say, the Ear East 
Po l ideal instability,. famine 
and conflict all combine to 
deliver an uncertain outlook, 
while corruption is a continu- 
ing worry for international 
investment managers. 

The reality is that it is 
becoming more and more dif- 
ficult to find bargains in 
emerging markets. The guar- 
antee of a swift profit no 
longer exists. Investing 
bankers have been putting 
more and more resources into 
this field, so competition to 
find the best investment has 
intensified massively, driving 
up prices and diminishing 
returns. 

Much of the focus of atten- 
tion presently has been in the 
old Communist bloc countries. 
The amount of direct invest- 
ment by foreign institutions 
has been rocketing, with much 
of the money coming from 
western Europe and, in par- 
ticular, Germany. 



Brian Tora 


In 1995 r for example,' the 
last year for which definitive 
statistics are available, the 
amount' of money invested 
into Poland from abroad rare 
by 107 per cent over die pre- 
vious year, making it the-sed-: 
ond-Iaigest recipient of for- 
eign. „ investment, after 
Hungary. Of course, we ere 
not just talking about. : stbcfc 
market inveSstmenL * ' •- 
Still, it goes to show that' 
there is now enough money 
washing around these newly 
capitalised countries to make 
investors more cautious. • 
One of the earliest players 
in the emeiging markets game 
was Templeton,, where the 
dome-headed Dr Mark 
Mobius swiftly gained a repu- 
tation as a guru in the business J 
of investing where no conven- 
tional investor hadyentared 
before. 

• Al one stage the Templeton 
Emerging Markets Investment 
Trust stood at an 18 per cent 
premium over net asset value 
- surely a record for a con- 
ventional trust. 

As the bars of Ulan. Bator 
and Sao Paulo have become 
crowded with alert, eager, 
lightweight-suited MBAs seek- 
ing to set up jointventures, buy 


assets, or simply grab a piece 
of the action, so ft has become 
difficult to stick, to the very 
tight criteria the good doctor 
adopted, which. limited his 
risk. 

Templeton remains an 
important and respectedman- 
ager of emerging markets’ 
assets, bur the choice. to the 
investor is now much ' wider 
with many highly regarded 
names offering fuhds. 

- It is not a one-way street, as 
any Albanian will tell you, but 
the abandonment of con- 
trolled economies and the lib- 
eralisation' of trade and' capi- 
tal markets is throwing up 
opportunities not seen since 
the Industrial Revolution and 
the massive expansion - of 
European commerce into 
Africa and the Far East last 
century. 

Anyone with abif of money 
to burn need look no further 
than a soundlyV managed 
. emerging markets trust with a 
record - though few will have 
one that goes bade further 
than Templeton’s. 

BrianTora is chairman of die 
investment strategy committee at 
Grog Middleton. 


GREAT VAST [ 
PENSIONS 


www.equitable.oo.uk 


Regained by 

Tkc FtnoBtl iNWHOMKAMkRar 



l?HvK UK Tracker PEP 

Call r 

No initiol charge, 
no exit charge* 

low for tax-free growth 

T ; >_’ No'-Ay-m DK Tracker : :> Ei J h. ! :ni<cci Jo the ::■=.•! iomerve no o N n:\Vrvt t : ■•• l- • -■< : -V 

io ::o!.i. In if;:;, ove: the ''cist hve uo:;n- liie ST-SE' CO in-.vv -,:v> JK T; f E.P ;■ nh., o; •. rnl.v 

.re—- hj re-" ti .. ■ ; f p--...- 

Low annual charge of onig 1% 

7h; stock HNirk-t bo% carsibieriki ant ceriorr/eo ‘iip-c/i; con--:A P'o o* aG vy.r^i. 

HOTvr Kill.' SOCft*?!: OH: 'A. in p':- OC'G, so V.Cttl ’ ' A:’.; C ? • • : ‘..m\ : : ; : ; •“ r .* . . 

High growth 

Wm m. potential 

hht 1 f call Direct o.soo 85 45 81 

- n ,r V — — 

C* Nat West 

More than just a bank 


DoyTd.no. Bas STOnwM 


*i n Mni<WegniiragBi»ifcPfrtMriUlqgBor*ljfftarfii« | nir'nbiretflhtMoiVtfcaUfegdNo«MUrK^ * • ;r - •' 

l^TwflMo'woentlmiied WlKhfci*»iialrilwtf»Wi*flnollr»«wimAtflo^«JWW.l*^ii¥llall»wlWeHiwHwBort EC2P28P.Q* with NatWcd a oar strict. 


r 















ly 


liS£> 




liaS/itiiW- -a 



THE .Itvl D EPEN DENT ; 1J0NG W EEKEN D • SATURDAY. 1 MARCH 1997 


money 


29 


Income and growth without losing your shirt 


Bonds-10 years performance 


lOOay, the most popular invest- 
ment, without doubt, is a personal 
. equity plan. PEPs allow savers the 
op^nimity ibr grawtb and income, 
aHuj a tax-free wrapper., . • ' ' 

i. ... .... 


Axa Equity* Law. . 

. While generally considered a 
aH in a tax-free wrapper.. -/ - saferinvestmem,^ different d»trib- 
Bht there is one - currenUy , \ition funds will have varying invest- 
unstmg savings, product that has ment strategies and risks attached 

.atnam^more^to toiheoiLlnturn,theamraalhKXMne 


mveniDio. 

It does not invest either m prop- 
or overseas equities, cisifflins 
policy makes the ftnu* raorc 

* . i i. ri'l- 


Distribution bonds offer a decent return - as well as peace of mind. Nic afiiahcr 

• I-. 1 respectable -income phis : tribution dates each year, is free of P^ erre, ?J?^^^^S^tli»'havc "What worries me is that these omvenib l. . 

I ' good capital ^iwth - and all capital gains and income tax at the wife-profit bonds, um ^ ^ u(e OTmm ission-<w 

withouttisjringone’sahirt--h^ * bade. rate. : '..greater expewure to eqiu f or a£ jvisers and they may 

tofhelaunchofavariety.ofsavmgs Among the most popttor dtoi-- * bonds client into a distribution oona “Lg'^^Vhasridden rel- 

prodacts. button bonds are those from Sun • UnhTcePE^OBm before any other product. „ n<i .J; ed throueh most 

^ ® Se^on^li^company fund ! mSSet downlums. 

itself: Higher- rate taxpayers can bonds can sun pc ^_ WIS i.u 
currently withdraw up to 5 per 
^cent of the initial capital value 
raefryear. without paying any tax. 

unsung >■ savings product that has mem strategies and risks attached They pay a ^ tJ ? r A i ^|jf r ^ n ^ rr i S 

.attra^moreSmifSbnOfsaveis’, to&eaLlnturn,theammalmcoiM per out after! . A^i) on sum* 

mpney.lt has generally succeeded paid can vaty between 4 andTper above .^ ***"•_ ^ m a 
in growing ahead of inflation while cenlayear, dependmgon the bond Iw^many particularly 

offering a reasonable income: And Sales of thebonds have waxed and more indud^ 

. apaitfrom a cold suffered in 1994, • warned compared with other pro*- 

it has proved a generally safe haven nets on the market. ...... . . / ^ „ ua o^nner which 


bonds can still be uscfek-U you dip after 

have invested up to jraur PEP lumt, invasion of Kuwait in 

a distribution bond may offer an the Iraqi . „ 


strategy 


il|Ml^vUI a WAl dUUClCU m 177^, 

it has proved a generally safe haven nets on the market. 

for funds. . “ ' Andrew Jones, a r __ . r_-.Ki-..ii.rti,r-m 

• Distribution bonds have proved Aaron Partnership, a firm of inde- ^^Sfc^Mtion^ond. 
a popular optiortfcirahxbost 200,000 pendent financial adveeremMAton of ? 

past 15 years. Keynes, ^ta'useful 

Essentially, they are a form of ular until I nnd-1994. Tbep^^ . ^ too i at ^ One, who 

unit-linked savings scheme, with a Came mthaiyear when both equity named, areues: J 'The 

generally conservative investment arid bond markets fell m the ^ne . of jj one which 

strategy. Funds are spread across a year. Given that these moefecte easily be set up by any 

range iof equities, gflte feid other were marketed as.low-nsk funds, it can j ust as easily ne sei up y 


it UDU luuwvin J _ 

additional opportunity for reia 
tiveiv risk-free investment. 

Manv advisers, including the 
Juron Partnership, are prepared to 
enhance bonds through commis- 
sion rebating or by obtaining bet- 
ter terms from the life company. 

The company recommends that 
bonds are a better haven for spare 
cash than annuity products in 
retirement, as a supplement tor 
those who have recently retired. 

Despite the keen compeunon 
among bond providers, the com- 
pany all the others still want to beat 
isSiin Life, whose fund was set up 
in 1979. The fund invests about 40 


tne Iraqi , , . 

August 1990, the fend caught a cola 
in the 1994 downturn along wun ai! 

The key for distribution bonds, as 
with most investments, is to discuss 
the matter fully with an indepen- 
dent adviser first. But tor some, 
these funds may be the answer o 
the age-old conundrum of ho» to 
provide safety, growth and reason- 
able income. 

Copies of the Aaron Partnership guide 
todistribunon hands arc a'.aiUme. 
price £2 (me P&P>. byv.T&ngio Mel- 
ton House. High 
Sands, Milton Key nes. Msl . HSU 
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Nic Cicutti 


Pensions 
split will 
reduce the 
traumas 
of divorce 


The Index-Tracking PEP 


D ivorce must be one of 
the most traumatic . 

experiences that grown 

men and women can go 

through. The recognition 

that a broken relationship 
ran no longer be mended 
and that permanent 
separation must take place is 
not a decision lightly taken. 

For many women, there & 
then the problem of how 
they will survive financially. 

Often, the family depended 

solely or mostly on a 
husband’s income.. Now they 
must learn new skills, re- 
entering the jobs 
marketplace for the first time 
in years. 

To cap it all, until now 
there has always bden the 
problem of adequate pension 

provision for women after 

their divorce. In the past, 
many women discovered too 
late that divorce meant 
penury in retirement because 
their husband had retained 
U pension rights for tumsen- \ 

That is why tins weekrs _ 

■ ' nAncimi- Knlittine 


years to.make it to the 
statute books. The system 
has let hundreds of 
thousands of innocent 
people down. 

I astweek we inaugurated 
I our advice column with 
1 -«■ review of Paula 
;Martiri’s finances. Paula had 

problems with a hideously 
expensive personal pennon 

• sokl to her in the late 1980s 
by someone from a company 
called Merchant Investors. 

On Monday; Merchant 

Investors were in touch wife 

• * Cnrinhnt 


l^auja vj 

•hap pened. They have . 

•Into theoccupatidbal^ 

i - 



A Uflt w — J — . - • . 

decision on penson-sphttiBg 
at divorce, announced by tne 

Government, >s a good 

m Ntinisters had long wanted 
to divide pensions after a 
divorce. However, fee way 
they intended to do so was- 

silty. In effect, they wanted 
pension-less divorcees to lay 
a claim to part of their 
former partner’s 

but payable onty when they . 

retired. . . . 

The problem with tins 
approach was feat it left 

^sS^cWwat-tafls, 

» husband died before 

retirement, fee- woman m^n 

receive no P 6 ? 3 ?" 

took a revolt m feeLprds 

two years ago to force the 
_ . tn change its 


mind, as it finally did this 

* The problem is. however 

. i /VMArnmfnit has w 



nte problem IS, nowcv^, 

that fee Government has not 
said when this cbangewill 

Replace. It equated ^ 

txun years, while ano ther, . 

560 000 couples divorasd -■ 

SowlSoksssif^. 

be st least one more yo«r 

and a further 180,000 

divorces --before its 

proposals become law, 
whichever P 3 ^ wins U 
generaf election- . 

h Periiaps one should not 
cvpettmwh more than tte. 

gSsatweareaHhetao 

S^Stlhereb; 

■iomethinii inte nsely 

annopiSthatapropo«J“ 

se ns*fcteit?lten3il the ^. 


ithe 


- pension sc«3bcwo • 

■ have joinedaUfeat fenoago. 

• A few years ugo, the ; • 
company reviewedits . 
ebarees and retiogmsedit - 

bad a problem. .It dfecanted 

most of its expensive a*nm. 
fees for new pensions it sells 
and. is. now one of fee . 
cheapest' on the . market • 

But that Still left people 

Uke Paula stuck on the old 

contrarts. Significantty. tbe 

company has made a - ■ 
commitment to look at all 
poliries from the same, time 

to see if it can resolve . 

problems any other . 

policyholders may havq. So, 

if you have a Merchant • 
Investors pension dafe^ to 
that period, get m touch .with 
feecompariy. - 

By the way, Paula s 
original salesman went off to 

ioin another company, now 

called Lincoln National. 

While there, he sold Pau» 
another policy that may hap 

prolific andhas 

salesm anship. Let s see tf 
Lincoln Natiooalxontacts us 
next week — 

This week, the advice 
column discusses other 
subjects. Dozens of 
written asking for a review. . 

.‘We can’t promise everyone 

will get one, but we hope to 
cases that^ wiUgive ail 

readers food for thought 

Keepwriting in if you wan 
■ to take' part 

;. Indeed, if thm® 15 ^ - 
point you want to make, a 

about yota 

^ prorider, a (fnendty) - 

r » fine i 


A glance at the table wUI show that 
- since its launch just over one year 
ago -the Index-Tracking PEP front 
Legal & General has proved that it offers 
PEP investors unbeatable value for money. 

jt follows the FTSE All-Share Index. 
This Index reflects the performance of 
the entire" stockmarket, so it removes 
the risk of being over-exposed to shares 
which underperform and lessen your 
return. In fact. £6.000 invested in the 
Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP 
'last year would: now be worth *7,696 
compared to just *7,111 in the average 
UK Income & Growth Trust. And there s 
still time to invest this financial year. 


INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE 

SINCE LAUNCH ' 

NOV 95 TO FEB 97 



/ Legal & General 

0.50 % 28.27 % i 

j KJeinwort Benson 

1.00% .2 7.52% M 


Virgin 


Gartmore 


NO 

withdrawal fee 


NO 

initial charges 


Average UK Income] _ 
'& Growth Trust 


S 27.48% 
&9l% 
> 2 % 


JUST 


0.5 % anu 


fhe Index-Tracking PET 
that performs the best 


(also costs the least) 



felted 

Independent, 1 . 


UNBEATABLE COSTS... 

At just 0:5% p.a., you won’t find a 
cheaper PEP anywhere else. And there 
are still no initial charges or withdrawal 
fees to pay.' 

To find out more about the UK’s best 
value PEP, call now, or return the 
-coupon opposite. 

V Alternatively, you caii contact us at 

http://www:iegal-and-general.co.uk 
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No scramble for dinosaur 



Collect to invest: They 
may be old but they’re not 
rare, says John Windsor 


Click on 
cameras 


D inosaur eggs for 
Easter: £225-£400 
each. A couple of 
dozen are being 
offered for sale by Chris 
Martin, the London antiq- 
uities and natural history 
dealer. They come embed- 
ded in claret-coloured silk in 
charmingly naff gift boxes 
that would look out of place 
in their native Henan 
province. North West China 
- either now or 75-85 mil- 
lion years ago. 

The market for fossilised 
dinosaur eggs has boomed 
and busted since they began 
being smuggled out of 
China via Hong Kong in 
their hundreds five years 
ago. Whether you buy now. 
at the bottom of the market 
depends on whether you 
think the Chinese will 
increase their rarity by 
putting a stop to smuggling. 
The latest buzz, however, is 
that there are 10,000 
dinosaur eggs waiting to be 
illegally shipped to the 
United States and Australia 
before Hong Kong is 
handed back to the Chinese 
on 30 June. 

Peak prices coincided 
with Jurassic Park fever: 
£1 .600 was paid at Bonhams 
in 1994 for the egg of a 
sauropod (plant-eating) 
dinosaur by Oliver Hoare, 
an dealer and confidant of 
Princess Diana. In the same 
auction, a nest of 10 
sauropod eggs, embedded in 
heavy day, fetched £46.200. 

Fresh out of Hong Kong, 
eggs of the therizinosaur. a 
two-legged theropod (meat- 
eater) known as the scythe 
lizard because of its menac- 
ing two-foot claws, change 
hands for $300. according to 
Terry Manning, the Leices- 
ter fossil dealer and 
researcher. 

He had just returned from 
last week's big 10-day fair of 
fossil, mineral and gem deal- 
ers in Tucson, Arizona, 
where Chinese dealers from 
Hong Kong had whispered 
the latest on smuggling. 

Dinosaur eggs, not found 
in the UK, are part of native 
antiquity in the US, so that 
is where the market is. Mr 
Manning had seen fine qual- 




Security and Potential Capital Growth 

If that wunds like your dream come true, then The Equitable 
With-Profits Bond is a winning combination for your investments. 

With £500 you can invest in a managed fund of assets, which 
smooths the short-rerm fluctuations in value over the period of 
your investment. 

What is marc, we guarantee that, whatever future market 
conditions are like, at the fifth and subsequent anniversaries you 
can encash your Bond for us original value plus bonuses accrued. 

So. you can strike a balance between keeping your savings safe 
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Dinosaur eggs for Easter For sale at £225-£400 each photograph.- nicola kurtz 


ity therizinosaur eggs 
offered by dealers at tbe fair 
fur $900 and fine quality 
sauropod eggs for S1.000. 
Run-of-the-mill specimens 
were changing hands for 
S150-S800 - a higher price 
than a year or IS months 
ago, when, after a rush of 
consignments from Hong 
Kong, eggs in average con- 
dition were at a rock-bottom 
$50-$ 100. 

He scotched rumours that 
Chinese had been executed 
and imprisoned by the 
authorities for smuggling 
dinosaur eggs. They had in 
fact been executed and 
imprisoned by the army - 
“the biggest smuggler, a 
kind of mafia" - for refusing 
to co-operate with its illegal 


egg smuggling. Mr Man- 
ning's ambition is to do a 
Jurassic - to use a com- 
puter to reconstruct 
dinosaur DNA from biolog- 
ical remains found in their 
unhatched eggs, then done 
a living dinosaur by insert- 
ing the DNA into a bird 
embryo. He admits that the 
computer power needed is 
the equivalent of the total 
information on the Internet 
(where, inddentally, dino- 
saur eggs are for sale at 
SSOO-S 1,200). 

But the recent cloning of 
an adult animal - a sheep - 
has taken his project a 
micron or two out of the 
realms of science fiction. 

In the past four years he 
has bought 1,600 fossilised 


therizinosaur eggs, ranging 
in price from $800 each for 
the first 250 to $48 each for 
50 inferior specimens from 
Japan. Out of the total, be 
has found only 15 that con- 
tain biological remains - 
bones and tiny teeth, prov- 
ing, incidentally, that the 
embryo dinosaurs had cut a 
third set of teeth by the 
time they were ready to 
break out of the egg. 

Each egg with a “com- 
mercially viable" embryo,- 
he calculates, has cost him 
$72,000. In an attempt to 
recoup costs, he offered two 
of them at Phillips New 
York in December, each 
with a reserve of $125,000. 
They failed to sell. But a 
well-preserved therizinosaur 


egg of his, without embryo, 
fetched $3,737 in the: same 
sale. Phillips’s - David 
Hirskowitz wBl sell only top- 
condition eggs (up to 95 per 
cent intact). He can get 
$4,000 for a good sauropod 
. egg that a dealer could get 
only $800 for - proving that, 
in the US, some private buy- 
.ers still think dinosaur eggs 
are rare. 

Ironically, it is the expen- 
sive eggs with real embryo . 
inside that are the least dec- 
orative.. They are often 
found : . crushed. . The. 
“inflated" ones that still . 
look like eggs - such as Mr 
Martin’s Easter eggs - are 
the ones; that have hatched. 
Minerals that -drifted' 
through the hole left -by the 
hatching dinosaur preserve - 
their shape. .. . ’ 

Mr Martin’s eggs have 
been identified as tber- 
izinosaur by the Natural 
History Museum. But some 
measure Sin by 5 in. com- 
pared with the uSual 3 in by 
2in for therizinosau rs . and 
some experts, such as Mr 
M anning , reckon they are 
more likely sauropod. They 
are 65 per cent intact, the 
remainder of what was once 
shell having been replaced 
by hard red Chinese clay. 

Ironically, the fact that 
there is virtually no market 
for dinosaur eggs in this 
country makes them rela- 
tively hard to find. Bon- 
hams no longer offers them. 
In fact, Bonhams auctioneer 
Philip Keith, still famous 
for his coup in getting a 
peak £46300 for a clutch of 
10, is heartily side of the 
things. He values average- 
condition eggs in this coun- 
try at £100-£300. 

He says: “I could name 
150 collectors and dealers in 
the US, the Far East and 
Europe who want -td sell. 
Not a week goes by without 
my being offered some. I tell 
vendors that they are not 
rare and that nobody wants 
them, but they don’t believe 
me. At the . end of the day, 
they’re just eggs, aren’t they. 

I think they're boring.” 


John Windsor’s 
auction robnd-up 


is weak nqw is the 
1 time to buy Leica /cameras, 
whether for pse or as 
I cofleccaHea Dpi to 40 per 
cent of-the money bid for Cameras 
in L6ndcracoin« ftrHn Japan ^nd 
the yen’s dtecaJeasedbnyingpower 
has prompted ChrisOe’s Sottth - 
Kensington to ihrotde back - - 
estimates by 10 per cgnt! especially 
at the top cif the market- .. 

Secondhand Leicas. are not 
expensive. A coupleof hundred 
- pounds can buy one. At South 
Ken’s camera sale on Thursday 
(2pm), a Leica IDtoftfae early 
Forties is estimated at £200-£300. 

The housing market is on the 
move, and so, therefore, are the 
more traditional modem Brit 
pflmting»L Bullish' estimates at 
Sotheby’s, Wednesday (1030am), 
on Edward Seagp, Dorothea Sharp 
and — a glimme r of more refined 
taste - Gwen John, .whose 
watercolour of ayoung girl is est 
£4,000-£6,000- More modem Brits 
at South Ken, Friday iftOjOam). 


Countrywide auctions - 
Manchester: Domestic electrical 
appliances, indudingpopcom and 
bread makers, telephone answering 
.machines, Thursday (11am) at 51a 
Broughton Lane. Auction 
International (0161-832 2400). 

I Plymouth: Computers and periph- 
erals at the Novate!, tomorrow 
(llam). South ’ftfest Computer 
Auctions (01934-642437). 
Headcom, Kent A 1952- Rolls 
Bentley, a cabin cruiser, a Thirties 
model locomotive, among 1,000 
lots at the Weald of Kent Golf 
Club, Monday (12 nbon). Wealden 
Auction Galleries (01622-891568). 


Fairs 

London Autograph fblr. Chester- 
field Hotel, Charles Street, 
Mayfair, West London, tomorrow 


S 1483-232423). 
radon Internal 


Chris Martin : .85. The Vale; 
Southgate, London N146AT 


London International Witch Fair, 
Music Rooms, 26 Molten Lane, 
London W1 tomorrow (0171-499 
0564). • ' 

Ardingty: Tu esday- Wednesday . 
1ACF (01636-702326).. 

Further information about. auctions 
and fairs; Antiques Trade Gazette 
and Government Auction News (fax 
information line 0336^423488). 
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Monthly savings from 
only £50 pet month 


■ Lump sum investments 
from £1000 




pijft C>345r^ 8 3 93 poca] call rates), quoting the reference below, 
7 tjtayia. wri^y’nrxoTrrpI ete the coupon below fn block capitals 


ahdTerifrutt (no stamp required) tos- 

" Mrfed, FREEPOST ANG 4247. Norwich NR1 3BR. 


. . .. 

.... 

•ji ;- ~ -• 






Postcode 


Daytime tel no: 

Evening tel no: 
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Norwich Union group companies, your 
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such as market research and 
contacting you retarding your future 

NORWICH 

UNION 

invested abroad may alter with exchange 
rate fluctuations. Informatlonfedvice will 

insurance and investment needs. 

No one protects more. 

only relate to Norwich Union products. 

T Except the buying to selling 




spread of 0.5%. 

| INSURANCE IN 

YL STM ENTS 

HF.AI.THC 

ARE. PENSIONS j 






:AN:i|§k 

' ' .cr''/' '■ 












:--ii i- 
'• ■ 




^ aw 


1 




fetever 

opened to... 

klie 

Eagle’ 

Awards 




Nani’icb Union Portfolio Services Limited is regulated by the Personal havstment Authority Regulated by IMRO 











-J* 


. -> **. 

: r 

- ' ••> ■v 


fedfikeb 
NforeaSj 
.card, ball 


ng into tears, 
tfmea wild 
i McDermott 




" l *.* 3 ; , . 


y? 1 to# the oah one tfrreai- 

.cnmglosuc.'AD I wanted to do 
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Serena Mackesv 

' l ‘ M.y VVtftrrt 


The news 
was waiting 
on the 
answering 
machine. 
Christie's 
have pulled 
out. Seems 
some other 
celebrity's 
dress 
collection is 
going on sale 


- gjvcana nap- 

pmcss-mthc wnrfy andfortnt 
****»? time this week I’ve been 
«rfnded- First of afl i Bribed 
on. the Brit tnrani Isoridtfy 
.deserved. There they all were, 
1 that pocfium - Eteh Spice, 

«Qt Spice, Dyed Spice, Ugh 
Spice and Thick Spice — andyei 
s^sin they’d left me out of the 
uroeligifl:- How could they say 
.that Old Spice wouldn't 
apperito 12year-oknxtys? I’ve 
given my Kfe to that band. 

See how they repay me. 

' -And then, came the 
“ews about the .auction. 
Th&f®' J was, coming- 
hofos from ah emotion- 
ally , draining tour of 

photo-qjpoituiritfes, ahd 

thfi-nmuc one xu— 


sufierrog. And now all that Lot7>One box Kkenes. parity 

■ effort wffl be wasted.' used; some of contents crumpled 

It’s - a . terrible tragedy, and ' from being pushed under 
mafeesussee just how lucky we bathroom door. (Priceless.) 
acein theTftfest. thave decided. Lot 8: Ptmtps^flaL Currently 


a-giSS Sounding off about noise 


-fay my euens^ and because, in 
•. ftcV-Tm here to stay, to press 
. ahead toately with the 
Md erabee betow s list of the 
items fofcfcbfc. Prices are not 
resesvhslbat estimates.. 

Lot ;■!}. Oversized woollen 
jeisey, fluBy* buapy tebWt inotff 
Good for hiding behind trees 
in, -bat. there were. three of 
them hi thewardrobe, and it 
Tvassl^orewdeiL' 


me on- the. answering 
machine. Christie’s have. 


had a schedule dash, and 
some other world-class 
celebrity's dress cojleo- 
tfon is going on sale. Or 
. that’s their story. 1 see ft 
as further proof tbar The 
Finn is'out to get me.. 

The Worldwide Fund for 
Self-Promotion will be 
: deprived of tens of pounds, and 
I am fefi with a pile of binliners 
dogging my hallway. My self-, 
esteem-is at an all-time low. I 
might hare to retire from pubfic 
life altogether.- •• 

J -Ths is alwaratitte problem, of 
course, if you re a survivor like 
1 am: you have a brilliant idea,' 



^dsteal s U. It occurred to me 
contents to charily,' with pho- 


Lot 2: Katherine Hewitt 
“power' suit with matching 
veiled pillbox. . Powder blue, 
with.umu^.desigiwr5logan T- 
shirt reeding “strong woman”. 


Lot 3:ShafwarKameez, two 
dozen, silk, from department 
store in Knightibridge. Excel- 
lent appareffor non-pcdfticaj 
hospital visits in hot countzfes. 

Lot 4: One personally 
endorsecTcopy of For Love 
Mom by Ivana Tfcump, hard- 


prove their authenticity.! lave, 
of course, had dozens of 
approaches in the jrast- from 


for items of my apparel for 
sale, butit seemedmarc fitting, • 
more dignified, to offload them 
all at once with the marjrirrmm 
publicity. I have spent literally 
minutes deciding winch ofthcr 
contents of foy wardro be would • 
bemast productive in proriding 
opportunities to reopen discus- 
sion of my public-moments of. 


inspiring tale, of love, betrayal 
and survival. Essential reading 
for any woman who wishes to 
carve out a career based on her 
own achievements. (Remain- 
dered at £4.99.). 

Lot 5: One cream veil, extra- 
lot®, once used, slightly dusty. 

Lot 6: One pair jodhpurs. 
Yes, I adored them, yes, I was in 
love with them. Bat then I saw 
myself walking away in a fuH- 
length mirror and realised they 
made meiook, well, squidgy. 


- Lot 9: Black satin ball-dress, 
puffed sleeves, low cleavage, 
full skirt As seen eating car at 
the Hahdiyets for Somalia Balt 
X9S7r (Bids by invitation only.) 

Lot l(k While s3k ball-dress 
with matching bolero jacket, 
embroidered with bugle beads, 
dashed to the thigh. As seen 
: anting car at the Deprived 
Children’s lap and Ballet Gala, 
.RcyalOpera House, 1988. (X500 
staDs,£800dre«arde.) 

Lot H: Blue one- 
sleeve ball-dress, 
matching tiara. As 
seen rating car at 
the Hollywood Loves 
the Homeless Gala 
Dinner Dance and 
charity hoedown, 1989. 
($10,000 a plate.) 

Lot 12: Diamond 
and sapphire brooch 
depicting a Bern and a 
unicorn trenchant, 
locked in haute over 
a stylised crown. 
Grown sfighdy wobbly. 
Larin inscription reads 
“Mishcon Vincrt 
Omnia". (£I5m.) 

Lot 13: Selection of 
cosmetics. Includes pearlised 
white eyeshadow, with instruc- 
tions for enlarpim appearance 
of wounded fawnEke eyes. 

Lot 14: Halo, tarnished; 
questionable restoration 
donated tty mine clearance 
organisation, 1997. Comes with 
narrow-cut, crop-leg trousers 
and shatterproof visor. 

Lot 15; Diamond pendant, in 
shape of heart, detail of ruby 
droplets. Most effective when 
worn on sleeve. 

Lot 1& Him, tear-stained. 

If anyone can find it in their 
hearts to give just a finle for any 
of these items, dosed bids will 
be accepted until the end of the 
week. Please remember, what 
may seem a lot to you could 
make all the difference to keep- 
ing me on the front page. It has 
been a difficultyear for me, but 
1 take great comfort when I 
think how much more difficult 
it is for other people. Anyway, 
must get on. rve got a couple of 
maids to fall out with before I 
meet the girls at San Lorenzo. 


I t’s a disheartening truth for 
anybody who works in or 
around radio that for most 
people, most of the time, radio 
isn’t used as a source of infor- 
mation or entertainment. 
Instead, we employ it as a 
source of sound, an accompa- 
niment to other things; and it's 
not as if those other things are 
the important, meaningful 
parts of our lives. You don’t 
switch the radio on when 
you’re really having a good 
time or you really need to con- 
centrate; Radio 4 is rarely 
used as an aid to seduction. 
Instead, we use radio as an 
anaesthetic to dull the pain of 
all those chores necessary to 
maintain life - shaving, driving 
to work, sitting in an office, 
driving home again, washing 
up, ironing. When we can’t 
talk to each other, we still like 
to feel the noise. 

You might have expected 
this hunger for meaningless 
noise to be a major theme in 
Stephen Connor’s series of 
talks entitled Noise ( Radio 3, 
Monday- Friday), advertised 
as an “exploration of the 
noises at the edges of our 
lives which make the sound- 
track of the late 20th century". 
Nothing of the kind: the 



Robert Hanks 

is week on radio 


thread which ran through all 
five programmes was the idea 
that in a world surrounded by 
more noise than ever before - 
the ticking of docks, the 
revving of engines, the clack- 
ing of the Walkman, the 
trilling and blipping of phones, 
the whirrs, dicks and bleeps of 
computers - we tend to 
impose artificial meanings on 
noise, to construe them as a 
kind of speech. Dr Connor 
spoke of inhuman sounds 
pushing towards the condition 
of the voice, of the modern 
obsession with noise. 

We are. certainly, obsessed 
with noise in the sense that we 
seem to want an awful kit of 


it. But the idea that obsession 
has anything to do with mean- 
ing seems plain wrong. 
Rather, we have become 
supremely tolerant of and 
indifferent to noise. What is 
happening in the modern 
world is that we arc pushing 
voices towards the condition 
of inhuman sound, turning 
them into something merely 

mechanical 

A serendipitous piece of 
scheduling had The Music 
Machine (Radio 3, Monday- 
Ftiday) running a series of 
programmes on muzak, which 
Charles Hazlewood charac- 
terised as “the cement of mod- 
ern life, which fills in all the 
gaps and excludes the 
draughts of silence". What 
became clear from these pro- 
grammes was bow far music is 
deprived of meaning when it 
is played constantly. It wasn't 
always like this - when Habi- 
tat first introduced in-store 
music in 1964, people would 
dance in the aisles; now. music 
teachers complain that stu- 
dents exposed to background 
music are becoming incapable 
of sitting down and listening. 

We’ve learnt to ignore the 
meanings in sound more com- 
pletely than ever before, in 
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I n the days when Hitchcock 
ambled across shot in his 
own films, the authorial 
cameo role was a discreet 
visual trinket of no discernible 
purpose. Recently, the in-joke 
has been acquiring sophistica- 
tion and depth. In The People 
vs Lorry Ffym, the porn mag- 
nate takes a small vengeful 
part as his own nemesis, the 
judge who once sentenced him 
to 25 years in prison. In Fever 
Pitch, Nick Hornby plays the 
coach of a school team ham- 
mered by a side run by his cin- 
ematic alter-ego: more than 
just an aside for the 
cognoscenti, it presents the 
author as the victim of his own 
runaway success. 

Nostro mo (BBC2, Sat) 
failed to break new ground in 
most areas, unless you count 
its record-breakingly meagre 
ratings, but tt did manage it in 
this one. The mine owner shot 
at the start of episode one was 
played by the executive pro- 
ducer Michael Wearing: as 
the assassination set the whole 
ball rolling, this read like 
Wearing’s pre-emptive admis- 
sion of men culpa. Scriptwriter 
John Hale played the British 
imperialist who built the rail- 
way line through Costaguana’s 
impenetrable interior - a role 
not dissimilar to his off-screen 
task of ploughing a linear 
narrative through Conrad’s 
unyielding epic. 



Where the railway made it 
through intact, the novel con- 
taming it sustained irreparable 
damage in the course of its 
four-part journey. What with 
the superabundance of plot to 
wade through, a typical 
sequence would offer a string 
of pendl-thin scenes heavily 
freighted with narrative cargo. 
Tbo many were undernour- 
ished and overworked, so that 
at times it was like watching a 
drain gang of anorexics carry- 
ing their own weight in bag- 
gage on their backs up a moun- 
tain. There was simply no time 
for the story to be lateral to 
roam free like Spice Girl GerPs 
unruly torso at the Brit Awards 
(ITVTues). 

By the final episode you’d 
just about worked out which 
goaty foreigner was which, but 
the script never quite kicked 
the habit of helpfully explain- 


ing itself: to the bitter end 
everyone was telling everyone 
else what they already knew, in 
the desperate, oddly obfuscat- 
ing pursuit of clarity. “Dr 
Monyghara, who is. as you 
know, a doctor..." “My hus- 
band Charles, to whom I am 
sure you will recall I am mar- 
ried.".” The script wasn’t quite 
that solicitous, but sometimes 
felt it You might have found a 
perverse logic to the unstinting 
repetition of names, as the 
novel is about the original man 
with no name, a kind of 
proto-Clint whose real name 
has been replaced by the pos- 
sessive epithet of the tide. But 
you’d have to enjoy tyingyour- 
seif in knots as much as Con- 
rad plainly did 
Nostromo also compromised 
its integrity by imposing Eng- 
lish dialogue on Italian- and 
Spanish-speaking actors even 
when their characters were 
chatting among themselves. 
There were some brief, illogi- 
cal forays into the tongues of 
the countries where the co-pro- 
duction money came from, 
and these were like chinks giv- 
ing on to a promised land of 
vocal fluency from which the 
rest of the film was nonsensi- 
cally barred. The series went 
down well in Italy, no doubt 
partly because they bate subti- 
tles far more than they hate 
dubbing, and could even take 
on board the tortuous novelty 


fact. You suspect that mean- 
ing only seems important 
when you have to sit down 
and write a scries of talks on 
sound; and here, the effort to 
find meaning pushed Connor 
towards the condition of 
spouting significant-sounding 
nothings. In an episode 
devoted to sound and move- 
ment. for instance, he spoke 
of our ears being constantly 
assailed by “travelling sounds 
and the sounds of travel": 
but all sounds are. by defini- 
tion, travelling sounds - 
sound is one way energy trav- 
els. Elsewhere, he opined that 
“the irritation induced by the 
Walkman is an irritation at 
knowing you have been 
reduced to the condition of a 
ghost for this person.” Well, 
partly, maybe: mostly it's an 
irritation ai the horrible noise 
they make, 

Without wanting to detract 
from the punchiness of Con- 
nor’s writing, and the joyful 
elegance and subtlety of Tim 
Dee's production, which plas- 
tered ambient noises all over 
Connor’s words, most of what 
this series had to say struck me 
as absolute rubbish. Then 
again, does that matter? Who, 
after all was listening? 


of Italian actors being dubbed 
into Italian. But British audi- 
ences are allergic to dubbing 
and, although spared that 
indignity, had to put up with 
some clunky post-synching, of 
the non-English actors. Poor 
Claudio Amendola, as the 
eponymous fixer, was fatally 
emasculated by his sluggish 
pronunciation. If Colin Firth 
gave the most imposing and 
naturalistic performance, he 
would be the first to admit that 
he had a head start. 

And however overweening 
its ambition, the production 
was undermined by the paucity 
of its copious crowd scenes. 
Here was one deficiency which 
could have been made good 
with a little capital outlay. 
They needed the sort of fren- 
zied multitude brazenly bussed 
in to liven up The Brit Awards. 
You were reminded of Nos- 
tromo when the Bee Gees won 
their lifetime achievement 
gong and a dip showed, them 
singing “New York Mining 
Disaster 1941”. After its 
Rhodesian Mining Disaster 

1996. also known as Rhodes, 
the BBC has now suffered a 
Colombian Mining Disaster 

1997. Expect a drama about 
Arthur ScargiU in about 12 
months’ time, in which, fol- 
lowing the trend of the mean- 
ingful cameo, ScargiU will 
make an appearance as the 
leader of the Coal Board. 


Whatever 
happened to... 


an 


Edwards 


Where eagles dare 

Oni March 1988* Eddie the 
Eagle retuxuedi home ' to 
Britain a star, Saving coine 
last in the Olya^c ski jthnp- r 
ing event: 56tfiptf£of 56. He 
<aptuied the nation's hearts 
as a great BritSb laser: trip- 
ping aver bjsrbftggage in 
front of ffiejflfrkTs media; 
reading The Sun and waving : 
to the cipwc&jmnte^ lounging 
ai the top o£rtite9Qfr slope 
before jumptpg. After the 


games he travelled to Fin- 
land to record a pop song 
only to find the composer 
had just died of a heart 
attack. Tri the wake of his 
sporting triumphs, the plas- 
tererfrcmOieitenham gave 
press conferences and pro- 
moted Eagle T-shirts. But he 
didn’t let such success go to 

ents in a house that backed 
on to a hospital. Handy for 
an skfjuxnp accident in 1989 
in which he broke his 


collarbone (bone-breaking 
being a regular pastime). 
He joked later that they 
“planned to do a brain scan 
to see if there was a brain 
there.” 

Crash landing 

He didn’t capture the hearts 
of the British Olympic Asso- 
ciation, though, who banned 
him from competing at the 
Albertville games in 1992, 
on the grounds that be was 


jumping without due care 
and attention. 

Wings ofhope 

Eddie’s trademark bad luck 
started to become increas- 
ingly unlucrative. In 1993, he 
hit the headlines after dear- 
fog a 10-car ski-jump and 
damaging his own vehicle in 
the process (it had been 
parked too close to the 
rang)). By 1994, his star had 
begun to wane. Refused 


entrance at Liliehamroer 
because he was wearing 
slalom rather than jumping 
skis, he was reduced to mak- 
ing public appearances by 
other means, opening a hol- 
iday home In Devon in a 
chicken outfit because it was 
the closest they had to an 
eagle. His latest idea is a 
comeback at the Winter 
Olympics in 1998. But he’s 
getting on a bit. He may be 
able to fly, but can he land? 

James Anfenast 
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General Sifuation and 5-Day Outlook: 

Pressure will remain low : to the north and 
hi^i tb the south with fronts moving east 
acrossthe British Ides. . .. 

Tbday, Scotland mid the' Northern and - 
'Western Ides wifi get a lot of wet fond windy 
vtefober with a southwesterly gale. There 
will though, be-some bright spells to the 
south arid ease Northern Ireland will be 
cloudy with heavy ram and a blustery south- 
west wind. England and Wales will be mostly 
- thy, with hazy sunsbine. However, there will 
^be.ibis of cloud and a strengthening south- 
? we& wind with showery rain to the north. 
v Raiafoffi clear during Sunday, followed by 
fotww and gusty 


t rSTiM 



I rtnriri - H. wriw mw h prii^w 

Closed badi ways lo^axi^ traffic far 
ajuctuial nods. Expect congestion on 
both sides of the river. 

BrsKd. MS JlS-19. ContxaSow in 
operation across the ArazuznuUi 
Bridgew^aSta^jh^icdfiiiiiLR^- 
uterasb-hourdfoys. 

SaSanUme. AS near M6J1Z Closed 
ho* ways between GaOey Island 
(^449)aad*eM6Jl2ferroadnodcs. 
Dbotods in osr via the A5, A-WJ 
and MS* 

MI Wfes Yorkshire- J47 Leeds 
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roadworks sod kmc closures with 


WORLD WEATHER YESTW0AX MIDDAY (GMT): *dDUd>* V&; fete "Vrist 
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The position ofComet Hale-Bopp through March and early April 


C omet Hale-Bopp is now 
a spectacular first mag- 
nitude object, easily vis- 
ible to the naked eye. It is 
expected to brighten by about 
another magnitude during the 
coming month. As anticipated, 
it has developed the two tails 
characteristic of comets: a 
broad curving dust tail and a 
narrower, straighter gas tail. 
Low power binoculars will 
afford a fine view. The darker 
your skies, the more tail you 
will see. A finding chart is 
hardly necessary since the 
comet is so conspicuous, but ft 


serves to illustrate thecomei s 
day-to-day passage against the 
stars. For the next couple of 
weeks, Comet Hale-Bopp is 
still best observed in the hour 
or two before dawn, low in the 
north-eastern sky. From the 
middle of the month, there will 
also be an evening viewing 
opportunity. The comet will 
hang low over the northwest 
horizon as the evening sky 
darkens. By the end of March, 
early evening will be the better 
time to observe it. 

Jaquefine Mittan 

























32 


THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND SATURDAY 1 MARCH 1997 



Television preview 

Recommended viewing this weekend 

by Gerard Gilbert 



Crime TVaveller Sat 8.10pm BBC1 

Performance: Company Sat 8.30pm BBC2 

Asteroid Sat 9.10pm ITV 

Love Life Sun 7.30pm C4 

Omnibus Sun 10.20pm BBC1 

The South Bank Show Sun 11pm ITV 


The big picture 

JFK 

Sun 9.30pm BBC2 

Writing about Oliver Stone's 
marathon take on the assasination 
of President Kennedy, this paper's 
Adam Mars-Jones referred to Stone 
“compulsively fingering the stigmata 
of the martyred Kennedy". Here it is 
then, in slow-motion, flashback - 
any way you want it =- the events of 
November 1963, with Kevin Costner 
(above) as New Orleans DA Jim 
Garrison, trying to get to the bottom 
of things. Factually shaky and 
carried away by its own rhetoric, but 
Stone has done little that is better. 


Y ou've got to admire the demographic acumen of 
the space debris in the imported TV disaster 
movie Asteroid (Sat ITV). The rock in question 
could have landed anywhere on the globe - Siberia, 
say, or the Indian Ocean -but it chose to impact smack 
on top of the American Midwest, scoring a builseye 
on a hydro-electric dam to boot 
Asteroid is a chip off the old Independence Day 
block, except that the intergalactic threat is impersonal 
this time, and more credible. Ask a dinosaur. 
Michael Biehn. who played the hero in Terminator , 
runs around manfully evacuating Kansas City: 
Annabella Seiorra is the astronomer who told them 
so. It's all right, really, and a lot less monotonous than 
Independence Day. 

It's not a bad night for science fiction, in fact. 
Crime TfcaveDer ( Sat BBC1 ) has Michael French (shifty 
ladies' man David Wicks from EastEnders ) as a police 
detective who owns a novel weapon in the fight against 
crime - a rickety, home-made time machine, knocked 
up by the department* s science officer ( Chloe Annert), 
in her living room. This is a fabulous idea, delivered 


like a Lew Grade ATV drama circa 1972. 1 don’t how 
deliberate this was. but the result is a hoot Sue John- 
ston plays their bos, expostulating away at each crime 
scene, Michael Winner-style. The only doubt is with 
Michael French. Just as some TV actors don’t trans- 
fer well to the big screen, Tm not sure French travels 
that well from soaps to the action genre. He acts bet- 
ter with his eyes than with his arms and legs. 

After The Real Holiday Show . a real marriage show. 
Love Life (Sun C4) puts hidden cameras into the home 
of a couple whose marriage is going through the emo- 
tional equivalent of northern Greenland during a cold 
snap. Enter Dr Janet Reibstein and her five key-words 
for a happy relationship: “protection", “balance”, 
“focus”, “gratitude” and “pleasure”. This week's little 
lesson concerns “protection”, or “your partner is your 
unique ally”. And there are examples of real-life happy 
marriages for us to study - so that we can recognise 
“protection” in its natural habitat. Uncertain partners 
might like to watch alone. 

Which brings us neatly to Performance , which 
begins a new run of filmed stage drama with the 


Donmar \terebouse’s 1996 version of Stephen Send- ■ 
heim’s Company (Sat BBC2). Am azin gly, this is the 
first West End revival of this fabulous musical since it 
first appeared back in 1971- Apart from the stuff about 
smoking pot for the first time, Sondheim’s witty take 
on the joys and pitfalls of being mairied/single hasn’t 
dated in the slightest. In fact, in the case of Britain, il 
is probably more contemporary now than it was in the 
early 1970s. 

The Sooth Ranfc Show (Sun ITV) takes The Bee 
Gees bade to their Mancunian roots and demonstrates 
that, [ike all great pop survivors (although association 
with Saturday Night Fever nearly killed them), they are 
first and foremost great song-writers. Omnibus (Sun 
BBCJ) has a tantalising portrait of the 88-year-old 
Count B althazar Klossowski de Rola, to give the 
painter Balthus his real name. Balthus is probably best- 
known for his “ enigmat ic” portraits of voting girls - 
enigmatic in the sense that the young girls are extiti- 
dsed. Balthus swears be is not, as he puts it. a follower 
of Nabokov. The young-girl issue” as Balthus puts 
it, comes to dominate the film. A pity. 



The big match 

Five Nations: Ergand V Ranee 
Sat 2.25pm BBC1 >: •> / 

Terrestrial viewers' lit chancelp V; 
watch this fixtoreTaif of Enggantfs 
Twickenham games have betin -« y 
tx%ehtty3Si^andthis istheane . 
which win decide where the •. •. 
silverware fpes this yeaPhil ite.; • -• . 
Glanvilfe may hare called fora dacnp- 
down on the pre-match nastfoe$s*Twt : 
dont necessarily epedfhetwilitiss . 
to last on the pitch. The Trieoforesiftre • 
without aH their firet-chdfcea for ttift. . 
three-quarter Hoe, but welcome back . 
Alain Renaud (above), captajrfcf ~ 


Saturday television and radio 


BBC 1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


7.00 Harry and the Hendersons (R)(S)(T) (1340604). 

72.5 News. Weather (3282371). 

7.30 Children's BBC: Felix the Cat (39889941. 7.45 
Phantom 2040 (82 1 6888). 8.10 The Real 
Adventures of Jonny Quest (50084681. 8.35 The 
Flintstones (5277791 1. 

9.00 Live and Kicking. Record company boss Paul 
Burger is in the Hot Seat, Ant and Dec and Eternal 
perform their latest singles, and Susan Tully talks 
about Red Nose Day '97 ( S ) (78008975). 

12.12 Weather 17637826). 

12. 15 Grandstand: Frotball Focus (2353333J. 1.00 
News (81975517). 1.05 Racing from Newbury: 
the 1.1 5 race (47863536). 1 .25 Skiing: the 
women's downhill from Nagano, Japan 
(59691604). 1 .40 Racing from Newbury: the 

1 .45 race (33745062). 1 .55 Rugby Union 
(8376891 3). 2. 10 Racing from Newbury: the 

2.15 race (36396S26). 2.25 Rugby Union 
England v France: Uve coverage from Twickenham 
(kick-off 3pm). See The big match, above 
(35667246). 4.40 Final Score (3693536). 5.00 
Rugby Union: extended highlights of Scotland v 
Ireland (6913). 

5.30 News, Weather CD (383975). 

5.40 Regional News and Weather (598246). 

5.45 Dad’s Army (R)( V (256791/ 

6.15 The New Adventures of Superman (S) (870623). 

7.00 Noel's House Party. The bearded prankster puts 
one over on Gordon Bums, while the Spice Girts 
and Ronnie Corbett drop by (SJ (6261 59). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. With Wet Wet Wet and 
Joanne May (SXD (136975). 

8.10 Crime Traveller. See Preview, above (S)(T) 
(7961781 

9.00 News and Sport. Weather CD (944325). 

920 13H7il Dancing in the Dark (Bill Corcoran 1995 

US). One woman's fight against the lecherous 
advances of her father-in-law, a pillar of the Texas 
legal community (T) (7264826). 

10.50 Match of the Day. Newcastle United v 

Southampton is the mam event (SJ (7J (8525 389). 

12.00 Chalk. Second-sitting teacher sitcom (R) (23314). 

1230 Tap of the Fops. From yesterday, featuring the 
Spice Girls. Sash!, Republics, Cathy Dennis and 
Bush fflJfSjm (77647). 

1.00 E9SI Silver Dream Racer (David Wickes 1980 
UK). A London garage mechanic dreams of being a 
top motorcycle racer. When his brother is killed in 
an accident he inherits the motorbike his brother 
had been working on, and sets out to prove himself 
on the raring circuit (993802). 

2.45 Weather (3440 J 73). To 2.50am. 

REGIONS. Nl: 2.25 Rugby Union: Scotland v Ireland. 

4.35 England v France. Scot 2 .25: Rugby Union: 
Scotland v Ireland. 4.40 Afternoon Sportscene. 

5.00 England v France. 9.20 Mind the Gap. 9.50 
Sportscene - Match of the Day. 1 1 .00 Film: 
Dancing in the Dark. 12.30 Chalk. 1.00 Top of the 
Pops. Wales: 10.20pm Satellite City. 


6.20 Open University: Disappearing Childhood 

(7555642). 6.45 Earthquakes.- Seismology at 
Wbrft (9356401). 7.10 Using TV (9199352). 

8.00 Open Saturday (S) (885130). 

10.30 The Static Nomad (R) (5 569246). 

10.35 Carrier's Caribbean. Cookery ( R ) (7320807). 

10.50 The S ky at Night Quasars explained (2624197). 

11.10 EB3 Bringing Up Baby (Howard Hawks 1938 

US). A triple bill of Howard Hawks movies begins 
with his beautifully judged screwball comedy, 
which has paleontologist Cary Grant losing a vital 
dinosaur bone to heiress Katharine Hepburn's dog 
but ending up with the best set of bones going - 
Hepburn’s (T) (82979913). 

12.50 Rim 97 with Bany Norman (SXT) (6931807). 

1 .20 III51 Sergeant York (Howard Hawks 1941 US). 

The second in the Hawks triple bill is relatively 
conventional tor the director -and stars Gary 
Cooper as the true-life pacifist hillbilly who 
becomes a hero of the Great War (19726913). 

325 Howard Hawks: American Artist Documentary 
about Hawks (SJ (1166401). 

425 Ml Rio Lobo (Howard Hawks 1970 US). The 
Hawks trilogy rounds off with the director's final 
film, a sort of weary rehash of Rio Bravo ami 
El Dorado, with lots of jokes about the size of John 
Wayne's girth and some lackadaisical business 
about Yankee traitors (533831 59J. 

6.15 Crufts 97 (SJ (279642). 

6.45 News and Sport. Weather (T) (2941 78). 

7.00 Correspondent Emily Buchanan reports on a 
eugenics programme run by the Canadian province 
of Alberta until 1972. Plus. Nigerian writer Donu 
Kogbara visits Uganda to leam about a campaign 
to abolish female circumcision (SJ(7J ( 7211 78). 

7.45 Branded: Levi's Blue Dreams. Levi jeans were 
created for Californian gold miners 145 years ago. 
The 501 brand is a low-tech product consisting of 
one-and-three-quarter yards of denim, five buttons 
and five rivets, and the mark-up is in the order of 
40 per cent Enter the marketing men (510082). 

8.25 Dose Up (R) (728265). 

8.30 Performance: Company. See Preview, above (S)(T) 
(75419975). 

10.50 BB9 Harrison Bergeron (Bruce Pittman 1995 
Can). TV movie based on a story by Kurt Vonnegut 
In 2053, anti-intellectual forces have inherited the 
earth and everyone must wear an electronic 
headband which scrambles intelligent thought 
What's wrong with Hie good old Sun? (32274333). 

12.25 Windows on the World. Rim about Edgard >ferese, 
the revolutionary French composer (SJ (8815192). 

1.25 Global Videobyte. Then Weather (6634622). 

To 1.50am. 

REGIONS. Scot 1 .20 Howard Hawks: American Artist. 

2.15 Conference 97. 3.45 Rim: The North Star. 

5.30 Star Trek: Deep Space Nine. Wales: 11.10 
Howard Hawks: American Artist 12.10 Film; Rio 
Lobo. 2.00 Wales Uberal Democrats Party 
Conference. 4.00 Rim: Sergeant York. 


6.00 GMTV: 6.00 News. 6.10 Mole in the Hole. 6.30 
Professor Bubble. 6.50 Bug Alert! 7.15 
Dragonfly*. 7.45 Disney’s Wake Up in the Wiki 
Room. 8.55 Gargoyles (6910994). 

925 Scratchy aid Co. Alisha's Attic, impressionist Earl 
Grey and the cast of children's TV show Snap are 
the guests. Plus, a location report on Peter Andre's 
new video, shot in Los Angeles (SJ f2 4495994). 

11 20 The Chart Show (S) (38888). 

12.30 Fresh. A look at the life and work of leading young 
hat designer, Philip Treacy (36352). 

1.00 News, Weather (T) (81993913). 

1.05 London Weekend Today (T) (81992284). 

1.10 Champions’ League Special. Previews of this 
week's quarter-finals, including the Manchester 
United match against FC Ftarto (70283438). 

1 .40 Raring Stewart. Fly-on-the-wall documentary on 
the preparation and launch of the Jackie Stewart 
Formula One team (1385J97). 

2.40 Stuntmasters (R) (5383739). 

3.10 BBS Please Turn Over (Gerald Thomas 1960 
UK). An almost quintessential title tor a Gerald 
Thomas comedy (this is the man who helmed 
virtually all the Carry On movies) in which teenager 
Jean Kent causes scandal in suburbia by 
publishing a racy novel involving her neighbours. 
Ted Ray. Leslie Phillips, Charles Hawbey and Joan 
Sims co-star (77013265). 

4.45 News, Sports Results, Weather (T) (3687975). 

5.05 London Weekend Tonight (T) (1850197). 

5.20 CJuefess. Ex-Baywatch regular Nicole Eggert guest- 
stars (SJ(7) (80 1 89 1 5). 

5.45 Sabrina, the Teenage Witch. Thoroughly old- 
fashioned sitcom, with echoes of Bewitched and, 
more clearly. The Munster s. Ifs the winter break 
and AuntZelda and Hilda take Sabrina to Mars tor 
a family skiing vacation (S)(T) (856246). 

6.10 You Bet! Paul Ross. Malandra Burrows and Gariy 
Bushed place their bets as a basketball player from 
the London Leopards tries to score points blindfold, 
a Sheffield diving team jumps through hoops and 
an Emmerdale fanatic attempts to identify clips 
from just four seconds of dialogue (SJ (265642). 

7.10 Blind Date (SJ(7J (355159). 

B.10 If H Be Alright on the NitfiL With the avuncular 
Denis Norden (R)(T) (265623). 

9.10 Asteroid. See Preview, above (S)(T) (434961 78). 

10.55 News. Weather. Lottery Result (T) (821333). 

11.10 BBS Deliver Them from Evil: the Taking of Alta 

View (1993). fact-based TV movie in which a 
religious fanatic and father of eight (a thoroughly 
unlikely Harry Hamlin) lays siege to the Utah 
hospi tal where his wife was sterilised (679420). 

12.55 Ml Head On (Michael Grant 1980 Can). Sally 
Kellerman and Stephen Lack play two drivers 
involved in a head-on car crash, mey swap legal 
writs; they kiss (5499227). 

225 E! News Review (9926227). 

3.15 Club Nation (R) (2807444). 

4.10 ITV Sport Classics (R) (41271579). 

4.35 Cool Vibes (SJ (341 92289). 

4.40 Coach. Double episode of the sitcom about an 
American football coach (SJ (7239956). 

5 JO News (191 1 1). To 6. 00am. 


6.00 Sesame Sheet (R) (69352). 

7.00 Dumb and Dumber (SJ (27555). 

7 JO Dennis (R) (3971604). 

7.45 First Edition (R)(S) (3976159). 

8.00 Transwortd Sport (R) (24352). 

9.00 Morning Line (SJ (47569). 

10.00 Gazzetta Football tta&a (62866). 

11.00 NBA 24/7. Houston Rockets v Los Angeles Lakers 
(S) (15710). 

12.00 kfestog Parents. Short film drama about an 
obnoxious teenager who returns home to find his 

.. parents have run away (R) (2360623). 

12J5 Racing from Doncaster. Jim McGrath introduces 
the 12.50 Ligit Infantry Plate, 1-25 Mitsubishi 
Shogun Trophy, 2.00 \felka Rardubfcka Grimthdrpe 
Handicap Chase and the 2 JO Air FOwer Products 
Handicap Hurdle (SJ (45439975). 

2 JO Pete Smith Specialties (2905913). . 

3.00 SB Hans Christian Andersen (Charles Vidor 

1 952 US). Biopie bearing very little resemblance 
to the true story of the Danish fairy-story creator. 
Danny Kaye takes the titie roie (T) (90248642). 

5.05 Braoksde Omnibus (5)0) (221 7604). 

6 JO Rightto Reply (S)O) (7). 

7.00 A Week in POGtics. With Vincent Hanna and •. 

Andrew Rawnsley (SJ (4642). . ■ r ... 

8.00 Fragile Kingdoms. Focus on a trio of American 
children living an extraordinary life deep in the fttai 
Forest of Zaire, where their parents are dedicating 
their lives to studying forest animals and plants 
with the help of the Bambutl pygmies CD (6802). 

9.00 Last Chance Lottery. Show celebrating life's losers, 
which is kind of ironic (SJ (60461. 

10.00 Euotrash. Italian pom star Jessica Rizzo and her 
new perfume, ErotJka, Paco Ratanne and his 
apocalyptic visions, and the reasons forBaywatch 
star David Hasselhoffs popularity in Germany Ifs 
his singing, apparently (R)(S) (81951). 

10 JO The Show. Another deconstructed chat show with 
Bob Mills and the backstage team (SJ (682095IJ. 

11.35 HU Street Blues. The seminal 1980s Boston cop ’ 
squad target a rapist (R)(T) (541 642). 

12J5The CSent. Drama series set in the American law 
courts, based on John Grisham's best-selling 
thriller. Reggie defends a jilted schoolgirl who is ' , 
accused of killing her date (SJ (5358647). 

130 The Girlie Show. From last night, with guests Patsy 
Palmer (Bianca from EastEnders) and former • ■ 
Page 3 model Sam Fox (SJ (24686). 

2.00 Rickr Lake. People who want to declare on 
television that they have had enough of their ex- . 
lovers in the hope that the spumed partners will ■ 
finally get the message (RKS)(T) (8587647). ' 

2.45 Beavis and Butt-Head (R)(S) (5500395). 

3.10 Flava. The Fugees, Busta and B Real areamong 
the artists (SJ (65034208J. 

3.40 Bless This House (RHS) (13455208). 

4.10 Film Night Special: The EngBsh Patient The . 
making of (R)(S) (8392463). 

5.05 The Beat Specials (SJ (1005579). To 6.20am.-, ' 


ITV/Regions 

As London except 1230pm Movies, Games and Vktas 
06352). 1X5 Anglia News £1992280. 140 Vftsti 
of Vender ££674011 2.15 Bnwattfi (2529994k 3.05 
F3m: Cany On Jack (929216421 5X5 Anglia News and 
Sport (1850197?. 12J5 Carnal Kno-rfedgB 15354821). 
1.55 Fine Tin Grad American Seanbf (138/ 73J. 
330 Sound Bite (679259371 3M Hater State 
(9035918?. 430 - 530am Rmky tarter (264821 

CSRML 

As London except: 1230pm. Premtem 136352). LOS 

Central Ne»s (32992284). Fine TTie flbsBnt-Mirtl- 

: to PstassoT (853930281 330 Mnte,Games art Was 
(8618159?. 330 seattrestriSV (8942S55?. 5X5 Cen- 
tral N*n(904S807X Z10-5J& CBrttoMaJfli -Goafs 
Extra (3819994). 4.10 JobOnder (4707331). 520 - 
530wn Asian Eye (3529579). - - - 

KR WALES 

As London eacepb 1230pm Moves. Games and Vfcfeas 
3S3521 1X5 HTV News <819922841 \AO Scmettting 
In the Blood (1385197). ZAO Vtorid til Ytorater 
(330542GL 3.0S FWn: The BRAT R*TO» &292J6421 
5.05 HTV 'News and Sports ResuttHM5ai97n235 
Carnal Knanierfee [5354821)1 L55 Fine The GmefAmer- 
lean Sex Scandal (138173). 333 Sound Bites 
(67925937). 340 Hetter Stater (90359X8! 430 - 
530am Funky Butter (264821 ' 

HIYWEST : „ 

As HTV Wales except LlOpmSportswa* (1360362! 
145 UEFA Champions League Special 010467721 2.10 
Wbrid ofwtmder (705391 78). 230 FfcmThe BRAT Pa- 
trol £36/92600. 430pm The L« (4331623). . 
MERDUir ’ 

Ai London except: 1230pm Per Aesmre (363521 105 
Meridian News (81992284). 140 Monies. Games and 
Weo8(366740U 2J5 Baywleh (25299941 3X5 «nt 
Carry On Jack 029216421 5X5 Merten News 
( 1850197 1 1235 Carnal KnowtH* (5354321). 135 
Am -The Great Amman Sen Scandal (138173). 330 
Sound BKea (679259371 340 Hete State (903591 ». 
430 - 530am Funky Bunter (26482). 

WESICOMTBr 

AsLondoacxxpfc 1230pm Movies, Garnei arid Videos 
(36352) 1X5 VWsIcriurtiyNBm (82992294. 140 Rac. 
mg Stewart (1924062). 230 Arwotf (8799739). 3X0. 
seaQuest D5V <89425551 5X5 Westnmby News 
(18501971 12X5 Carnal Know1edp(5354S2iL L55 
Rtae The Great American Sex Scandal (1381 73). 330 
Sound 8Qes(S7925S37L 340 Heter States 903591% 
430 - 530am funky Bunfor <264821 
T1BB58SBE 

As London eacept: 1230pm Movies. Games and Videos 
<363521 1X5 Cteendar News <819922841 140 Fftn: 
Attar Mary <4641 52 73. 3X0 Hne The Pta* (42708071 
3.50 Baywatcti <89425551 5X5 Cafcndtetfews and 
Yfeatfw <90458071 5JX Sanitate (381S994L 1235 
(riBadwth Madbm (5020937). L26EMk The lawyer 
(544692061 330 Rimy Business (235501 400 Cottas - 
and MroM MowteOut»r4404ai. 430- 530am Mur- 
der. Sria Wirte (264821 
Qcsaer3lntfaBBt 

AsYsrioUm a*capt 5.10pm fifl Urna (3819994). 

SK 

AsMeacaA.lOXOanQmhadlBddYDariioaatiadWy- 
driftydol W6421 12X0 Movwwtah<23fi0623l. 3X0 
NBA 24/7 Houston Rockets v lx»- An^te Lakos. 
(5265). 4X0 Msdng Parents (43330811 435 Coiefc- 
tat 04(4499197). 630 lfcadcg (71 YXONawyteflanl 
s ChwaTseon (239401). 705 Can 1 Gyraru (2003284). - 
ft20. I^Stmem . (820062)-' 8X0 Mgte C475333L ' 
S^tart Charee Lottefy<426M26?..M30 CWi IGym- 
ru (3966231 1030 TheShow(52X3aW?L55 Brass-'- 
Eye (373401?. 1230 Rrtaan TV <936851. IXOHeCfcnt ’ 
(91463). 5X5 -6X0am The BBntSpedals (6023260). ■ 


Radio 


Radiol 

Q7i-99AIK2U 

6.00am Dave Pearce 9.30 Mark 
Goodler 12.30 U2 - Dublin Live 
3.30 Trevor Netson 630 Danny 
Rampling - Lovegroove Dance 
Party 9.00 Radio 1 Rap Show 

12.00 The Radio ] Reggae 
Dancehall Nile 2.00 Essential 
Mia • Datt Punk 4.00 • 6.00am 
Annie Nightingale 

Radio 2 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wnght 

1.00 The Monkhouse Archive 
130 To the Manor Bom 2.00 
Jodi Spiers 4.00 Nick Barra- 
c lough 5.00 Return (o Jollity 
Farm. See Choice, above. 6.00 
Don Henley and Jose Feliciano in 
Concert 7.00 The Ella Fitzgerald 
Sangbooks iR) 730 Polishing the 
Sun 930 David Jacobs 10.00 No 
Leeks or Daffodils! 12.05 Jon 
Brlgg; 4.00 ■ 7.00am Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

flitfteUllfcFM 
6 .5 Sam Weather; News 

7.00 Record Review 

9.00 Building a Library 

10.15 Record Release 

11.15 Reissues. Robert Philip 
has been listening to the sec- 
ond batch in Sony Classical's 
Master Heritage series. 

12.00 Private Passions. Michael 
Berkeley's guest today is actor 
and satirist John Bird. (R) 

1.00 The Power and the Glory. 

Are churches locked in a verbal 
culture that systematically e>- 
ciudes visual awareness? 

1.15 News; Vintage Years. The 
third of four programmes ex- 
ploring the musical legacy ot 
pianist Artur Schnabel. 

3.15 Youth Orchestras of the 
World 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests 
5.45 Music Matters. Music in an- 
cient Rome, a new look at ne- 
glected composer Vincent 
d'lndy. and how to wnte a 
good national anthem. 

630 Uve from the MeL Aida. 
Giuseppe \teidPs ancient 
Egyptian spectacular, a classic 
conflict between love and duty. 
Aida is a captured Ethiopian 
princess who is now an Egypt- 
ian slave, and Rada mas is 
commander of the Egyptian 
army. Together, they have io 
choose between their kwe lor 
their countries and each other. 
With Sharon Sweet, soprano 
(Aida). Michael Sylvester, tenor 



Choice 


Two doses of English eccentricity: 
in Return to Jollity Farm (5pm R2), 
the Bonzo Dog Doo Dah Band 
is recalled by former members - 
though not, alas, by the late Vw 
Stanshall (left); while Kaleidoscope 
(7.20pm R4) looks at the Gothic 
imagination of Horace Walpole, 
author ot The Castle of Otranto. 


(Radames?. Stephan ia Toczys- 
ka. mezzo (Amneris), Juan 
Pons, baritone (Amonasro), 

Eric Hahrareon. bass (Ramfis), 
Hao Jiang Tian, bass (King of 
Egypt) and Deng, tenor (Mes- 
senger). Metropolitan Opera 
Chorus and Orchestra/Adam 
Fischer. Act 1 . 

7.15 Dreaming of Rivers. Ahdaf 
Souelf. an Egyptian- bom novel- 
ist living in London, reflects on 
why she writes in English. tR) 
7.35 Aida, Act 2 

8.20 The Met Opera Quiz 

8.40 Aida, Act 3 

9.20 Fullness of Harmony. Simon 
Callow reads about the effect 
the last act of Verdi's Aida had 
on Hans Castorp, hero of 
Thomas Mann's novel The 
Magic Mountain. iR? 

9.40 Aida, Act 4 

1035 Apocalypse Now and 
Then. The last of the series, 
(wan Russell-Jones examines 
the theok® of the belief that 
the end of the world is nigh. 

11.00 Impressions. Brian Morton 
talks to bass player and com- 
poser Graham Collier. 

12.30 First Bass. Bass player 
Ray Brown talks to Aiyn Ship- 
ton about his career. (R) 

1.00 - 6.00am Through the Night 

Radio 4 

lWi54fflWrffiUg8*HU» 

6.00am News Briefing 
6.10 Farming Today 

6.50 Prayer for the Day 
6-55 Weather 

7.00 Today 
8.58 Weather 

9.00 News 
9.05 Sport on 4 
930 Breakaway 

10.00 News; Loose Ends 

11.00 News; The Week In West- 
minster 

1130 Asiafile. Julian Pettifer re- 
ports from Hong Kong as it 
prepares for the handover. 

12.00 Money Brer 
1235 Just a Minute 


12.55 Weather 

1.00 News 

1.10 Any Questions? 

1.55 Shipping Forecast 

2-00 News; Any Answers? 

10171)580 4444. 

230 Saturday Playhouse: Tally 's 
Blood. Ann Marie di Mambro's 
play follows the Pedreschis 
through the darkest hours of 
the Second World War. and re- 
flects the vivacity, humour and 
passions of the Scottish Italian 
community. 

4.00 News; That's History Spe- 
cial. Gerry Northam presents a 
brief history of obsession. 

430 Science Now. Is the Earth 
really al risk from meteorites? 

5.00 File on 4 

5.40 See It My Way. Blind broad- 
caster Peter White explains 
why he spends so much of his 
free time at sports events he 
can't see. 

5.50 Shipping Forecast 

5.55 Weather 

6.00 Su O'Clock News 

6.25 Week Ending 

6.50 Close Ups. *n the fifth of si* 
programmes, Nigel Andrews 
meets one of Hollywood's most 
flamboyant mavenefcs. 
writer/director John Milius. 

7.20 Kaleidoscope Feature. Peggy 
Reynolds treads wanly into the 
strange world of the first-ever 
Gothic novel The Castle of 
Otranto by Horace Walpole. 

See Choree, above. 

7.50 On These Days. A look back 
at some ol the events that took 
place 50 years ago this week. 

8.50 Saturday Night Theatre: For- 
eign Girls. A three-part drama 
about two Jewish women in 
England, by Elaine Feinstem. 
Lena discovers why Katya so 
wants to see her And it's not a 
comfortable discovery, (Rj 

935 Classics with Kay 

9.50 Ten to Ten 

9.59 Weather 

10.00 News 

10.15 American Nor Season; 
Black Betty. By Walter Mosley 


On the dark side of the mean 
streets or Los Angeles in 1961. 
African-American private eye 
Easy Rawlins can go places a 
white detective cannot 
11.45 Britain in Pictures. Michael 
Carney introduces and reads 
from British Polar Explorers, 
by Admiral Sir Edward Evans, 
first published in 1943. (R) 

12.00 News. 

1230 Late Story; The Astronomi- 
cal Scarf. By Ruth Rendell. 
12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As World Service 

5.50 inshore Forecast 

5.51 Bells on Sunday 

5.55 • 6.00am Shipping Forecast 

Radio 5 

<69? 909UCIW) 

6.00am Dirty Tackle 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.00 Weekend 

11.00 Top Gear 1130 Sick as a 
Parrot 12.00 Baker and Kelly Up- 
front 1.00 Sport on Five. With Ian 
Payne. Rugby Union: commentary 
on England v France al Twicken- 
ham. and Scotland v Ireland at 
Murrayfield. Football: Premiership 
and League matches. Cricket a 
look back at New Zealand and 
England. Plus rallying, golf and 
boxing. 6.06 Six-O-Six 8.00 
News and Sport ELIO The Treat- 
ment 9.00 Dalfyn UK 10.00 Brief 
Lives 1030 Asian Perspective 

11.00 News Extra 12.00 Alter 
Hours 2.00 Up Ail Night 5.00 • 
6.00am Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

lioo.o-ioi suit an 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down 12.00 Gardening Forum 

1.00 Aten Mann 4.00 Jane 
Markham 7.00 Travel Guide 8.00 
Evening Concert 10.00 The Clas- 
sic Quiz 12.00 Andre Leon 4.00 
Travel Guide 5.00 - 6.00am 
Michael Fanstone 

Virgin Radio 

0:15 ]L“7L’ffl#uai¥105m-H(l 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 8.00 
Russ V Jo no's Greatest Hits 

10.00 Jeremy Clark 2.00 Album 
Chart with Mark Forrest 6.00 
Lynn Parsons 10.00 Robin Banks 

2.00 • 6.00am Howard Pearce 

World Service 

iisauviin 

l.OOam Nflwsdesk 130 Just a 
Minute 2.00 Newsday 230 Peo- 
ple and Politics 3.00 Wortd News 

3.15 Sports Roundup 330 Music 
Review 4.00 Newsdesk 430 See- 
ing Stare 4.45 On the Move 5.00 
Newsday 53Q-6.Q0am Weekend 1 
In Praise of God (SW 7150kHz) 


Satellite 


SXT 1 

7.00 Orson and Olivia (50807). 730 
Free Willy (62642). 8.00 The Young 
Indiana Jones Chronicles (5388S). 

9.00 Quantum Leap M69J3J. 10.00 
Kung Fu - the Legend Corrfinues 
(688261 11.00 Legends of the Hid- 
den City (72604). 1130 Sea Rescue 
(73333). 12.00 Wrestling (75265). 

1.00 Wrestling (84913). 2.00 Star 
Trek (13888). 3.00 Star Trek: The 
Next Generation (84449J. 4.00 Star 
Trek: Deep Space Nine (96284). 

5.00 Star Trek; Voyager (3604). 6.00 
Kung Fu - the Le g end Continues 
(71449). 7.00 Hercules: the Leg- 
endary Journeys (14178). 8.00 Cop- 
pers (3081). 830 Cops I (9888). 

9.00 Cops II (92468). 930 The Seri- 
al Killers (76994). 10.00 Law and 
Order (13449). 11.00 Red Shoe Di- 
anes (97913). 1130 Movie Stow 
(34371). 12.00 LAPD (54208 ). ' 
1230 The Lucy Show (81901). 1.00 
Dream On (97685). 130 Smoulder- 
ing Lust (97014). 2.00 • 6.00 Hit 
Mix U 646685). 

SKT2 

7.00 Beverty Hills. 90210 
(6223517). 8.00 Melrose Place 
(6232265). 9X0 Pacific Drive 
(6212401). 10.00 Tales from the 
Crypt (7838536J. 1030 Tales from 
the Crypt (7847284). 11.00 Stand 
and Deliver (23005551 1130 Stand 
and Deliver (7872791). 12.00 - 

6.00 Hit Mix Long Play (97)9531). 

NMECWMB. 

6.00 Helen of Troy (1955) (68371). 

8.00 The DoBy Sisters* (1945) 
(28710). 10.00 The Pride of Jesse 
HaJlam (1981) (65888). 12X0 Ban- 
dit Bandit (1994) 08333). 2.00 
Spencer's Momtaoi (1963) (28371). 

4.00 Second Chance (1995) (6178). 

6.00 A Yew to a KNI (1985? (15807). 

8.00 Don Juan DeMarco (1995) 
(10352). 10.00 W^emortd (1995) 
(49513517). 12.15 Killing Zoe 
(1994) (685735). 135 Waterworid 
< 1 995) (9 6101376). 4.10 - 6.00 
Second Chance (1995) (867444). 

SKTHOVES 

6.00 SWppy and the Intruders (1969) 
(37401). B.00 The Big Show (1961) 
(37468). 10.00 Ladybug Ladybvg 
(1963) (67246). 12.00 The Stone 
Boy (1984? (10791.1. 2.00 Grayeagle 
(1978) (97401). 4.00 Morons from 
Outer Space (1985) (8536). 6.00 
Radioland Murders (1994) (17265?. 

8.00 The Brady Bunch Movie (1995) 
(12710). 10.00 Mr Jones (1994) 
1899062?. 11.55 Animal Instincts 2 
(1993) 1700159?. 130 Double 
Cross (1994) (37024). 3.00 War- 
lock: the Armageddon 11993) 
(403734). 435 - 6.00 Ladybug L»- 
dybug (1963) (5970821). 


SKt MOVES SOLD 

6.00 Iceman (1984) (3018333k 

8.00 Bagk to the Future (1985) 
(3020178). 10.00 Running Scared 
(1986) (6940619). 1130 The Caga 
(1989) < 7842710 1. 135 Beneath 
the Valiey of the Ultra Vixens (1979) 
(6107734). 3.15 - 435 Badman's 
Territory* (1946) (1489685). 

SHSPQfflSl 

7.00 International One-Day Cricket 
New Zealand v England (151710). 
930 Racing News C 27517). 10.00 
Goff; Dubai Desert Classic (203807). 

1.00 Sports Saturday (7265197). 
530 International One-Day Cricket 
New Zealand v England (347420). ' 

8.00 Ringside (360371). 1030 In- . 
temabonal Rugby Orton U 94265). 

1.00 Spanish Football (52024). 3X0 
- 5.00 Ringside (64005). 

SET SPORTS 2 

7.00 Soccer AM (8191178). 11X0 
Football Special: AdMas Victory Shield 
Northern Ireland v Wales (9142246). 

1.00 Vtorid Motor Sport (6225772k 
330 Golf: Nissan Open (5041710). 
530 Survival of the Fittest 
(6898604). 6.00 Footbafl Special: 
Adidas Victory Shield Northam Ireland 
v Wales (6700710). 7.00 Spanish 
Football (2530178). 930 Triathlon 
(10731 78). 1030 Survival of the 
Fitted (4524401). 11.00 Vtorid Cup 
Classics (8709246). 1230 - LOO 
Second Irmtoes (41 77294). 

SKT SPORTS 3 

12.00 International Crictaft South 
Africa v Australia: Fast Test 
(68835449). 330 Survival of the 
Fittest (83047555). 4.00 Trans 
Vtorid Sport (32527517). 5.00 Wa- 
Ser-SMlng (70910468). 530 Goff: 
Dubai Desert Classic (6 6612994). 

8.00 Goff: Nissan Open (92746265). 
11X0 inside the PGA Sentor Tour 
(32528246). 1130 - 12.00 Water- 
Skiing (30239371). 

UVE TV 

6X0 Pin Money 630 Fashion 7X0 
Sport 730 Spat Quiz 8.00 Ftap friz 
830 Looking for Love &45 Pet Squad 
9X0 Revelations 930 Fashion 10X0 
Agony 1030 Bingo 10X5 Pet Squad 

11.00 Trial TV 1130 Fate and Fortune 
12X0 Why 1230 Agwy 130 TffaJ 
TV 2X0 Fashion 230 Agony 3.00 
FKe and Fortune 330 Pin Money 
4X0 Looking far Love430 Rap Quiz 
5X0 Agony 530 Eva's Pop Show 
6X0 Fashion 630 Sports Live 7X0 
Ptn Money 730 Sport Quiz 8X0 
Bushido 9.00 Bingi 9.15 Bottom Line 
930 Why 10.00 Topless Darts; Sport 
Uve 1030 Stand-Up Uve 11X0 Tup- 
les Darts,- Fate aid Fortune 1130 Sac 
ShCM 1135 Exotica Erotica 1230 Kiss 
TV 130 - 6X0 N^tf Ftopammes 
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STATE COUNCIL 

China's cabinet fail also Pottbura members} 


CHINESE PEOPLE’S POUTICAL 
CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE (CPPCC) 

CHWStMN 

The so-called 'United Front* 
organisation bringing together 
figures from the Communist 
party, non-ccmmunist parties, 
ethnic minorities, Hong Kong 
and Taiwan representatives, 
the great and the good. A 
, . _ . L symbolic body with little clout 
Li Ruihuan 1 








DEPUTY PRIME MINISTERS 



Jfei^Zerrto* , tfcfffusqlpg: . Zhang Zben Zhang Warudan Chi Haotian 




T^?-ttPeng Zhu Rongji ZouJiahua Qian Qichen li Lanqing Wu Bangguo Jiang Chunyun 

1??8) ^ eight Sta;e Ccurcj . fcrs including Chi Haofen from the party CMC 



Seven start secretive struggle 
to guide China into the new millennium 

Behind the scenes of the People’s Congress, the jockeying is under way, writes Teresa Poole 


Peking — China’s election year 
formally kicks off this morning 
with the start of the annual 
meeting of the National Peo- 
ple’s Congress fNPC), the 
country's parliament 

No one need expect surpris- 
es; the 3,000 delegates will rub- 
ber stamp new legislation in the 
wake of Deng Xiaoping’s death 
just as they have always done. 
But behind the scenes the real 
jockeying for positions is start- 
ing, with several top jobs up for 
grabs over the next 12 months. 

Even without Deng's death, 
this was always going to be the 
year when President Jiang. 
Zemin bad to. cement his- 
position as first among equals 
in the post-Deng era. 

But, as in the West, Chinese 
politics involves a considerable 
element of keeping your allies 
happy and containing your en - ! 
emies. In China this year it is a' 
question of who gets what po- 
sition. One Western diplomat 


said this week: “There is stflf a 
lot to be fought over, but this 
does not mean theywfflfaO out 
in some oven fashion/* 

A problem with interpreting - 
Chinese power structures is 
that job titles have often count- 
ed for little. Tims, Deng hejkl no 
formalpoatioxi after 1990 but 
remained the most influential 
person in China;’, t 
. In contrast, Mr Jiang has had 
every possible title heaped on 
him, .including bead of state, 
party <duef,’-and military com- 
mander, to holster his position . 
as a seemingly Weak leader. 

Another en nfimng factor is 
that theimportaat-stare per- 
V sound decisions due tobe im- 
p&nented at . the NFC next 
March, such as the selection of 
^an^fan^nmnscenwai infect 
• be mad& 'atTiie Communist 
paiiycohgreK^ 


The manoeuvring ahead of 
that congress start today with 
this year's NPG A fall congress 
is held only once every five 
years, with annual plenum 
meetings in between. It is the 
most important date in China’s 


five-year political cycle. 

State, party and military top 
personnel shuffle the top jobs 
between themselves. As the 
chart shows, the same faces 
appear on both sides of the sup- 
posed divide between the Com- 


munist party and the organs of 
state government. 

Mr Jiang’s face appears as 
head of the party, the state, and 
the party’s Central Military 
Commission (CMC), which 
controls the army. He heads the 


"Magnificent Se\ en"of Chinese 
politics - the members of the 
standing committee of the Polit- 
buro. which is the most power- 
ful party grouping. 

Two of the seven. Mr Jiang 
and General Liu. are also on the 


Fortune frowns on he who dares to criticise 


Andrew Marshall 

As Hong Kong marches to- 
wards a fnture under Chinese 
ride, who’s in and who’s out? 
The omens are not good for 
those who want to Jrick against 
the pricks. ; 

‘ Jimmy Lai, publisher of the 
oat&poktmApple Ikufy newrpft- 
pes; yesterday suffered a finan- 
cial- Mow . when the chief 
tmdenn^ter of a planned share 
issue polled but. His N«t media 


group - which owns Hong 
Kong's most popular weekly, 
and Apple Daily, the fastest- 
growing newspaper in the 
British colony -has been pub- 
licly critical of China for some 
time. This time, such criticism 
seems to have cost It dearly 
'feirag Wai-hong, the group 
chairman, sard that Sat ap- 
proached a dozen merchant 
bankas to underwrite the flota- 
tion, and most stayed out. Mr 
Yfeuug said one cited political 


reasons while another said it 
first wanted to consult Chinese 
representatives in Hong Kong. 

Mr Yeung said that the lead 
underwriter. Son Hung Kai In- 
ternational Ltd, told Next that 
it was pulling oul A spokesper- 
son for the company said the 
dedskm was pureijy commercial 
. Bat the message is clean 
Peking doesn't like Mr Lai. 

He probably knew chat al- 
ready In 1994 he published an 
editorial tint called the Chinese 


premier Li Peng a “moron". 
Shortly afterwards, Mr Lai's 
clothing store hit licensing 
problems in Chino and his 
Peking store was dosed. 

■ Hong Kong (AP) - The Hong 
Kong retailer Dickson Concepts 
announced yesterday it has pre- 
pared an offer to take over the 
New York retailer Barney’s for 
S240m l£150ml. Dickson con- 
trols a number of fashion 
brands in Hong Kong, and owns 
the Harvey Nichols Group. 


party CMC. Five of the seven. 
Jiang Zemin, Li Peng, Qian Shi. 
Li Ruihuan. and Zhu Rongji, 
all have senior state positions. 

The personnel decisions 
which have to be made this year 
include: Will Mr Jiang keep all 
three top jobs? Who will take 
over as, prime minister in March 
199S w hen U Peng steps down? 

Leading contenders are the 
poliiburn member and Jiang 
alb 1 . Wu Bangguo, and vice 
prime ministers, Li Lanqing 
and Zhu Rongji. Whai new 
position can Mr Jiang offer Mr 
U lo secure his loyalty? 

Current thinking is that Mr 
Jiang warns lo re-im em l he post 
of party chairman (a position 
held by Mao Zedong) for him- 
self. and Mr Li would be offered 
a vice-chairmanship. 

But would that satisfy Mr Li, 
whose unpopularity seems to 


rule him out for any high pro- 
file representative post, such as 
president? 

What will Mr Jiang do with 
Mr Qiao, a man billed as a qua- 
si-reformer who has built a 
power base as bead of the 
NPC? These two men do not 
get along, and this is Mr Jiang's 
most challenging gamble. 

There is nothing in the con- 
stitution which says Mr Qiao 
cannot continue at the NPC but 
he is expected to step down be- 
cause of his age. Would he be 
satisfied with another deputy 
chairmanship of the party? 

Will Mr Jiang finally be able 
to retire Generals Liu and 
Zhang from the party CMC, 
and install two more of his mil- 
itary allies? 

Shuffling the pack will also 
mean bringing in a crop of new 
faces over the next year, the 
men who will lead China in the 
21st century. For the moment, 
Mr Jiang remains the favourite. 



Stephen Vines 

Hogg Kong' . 

Visitors wanting. to come to 
Hong Kong to witness the ias^ . 
torichandover of power in feur 


months' time can- still make 
bookings. But they win need a 
healthy bank balance. 

One travel agent estimated 
that hotels are asking three 
'times their normal room rotes 



■for the period around 30 June. 

The rates are “horrendous’, 
said another agent, who de- 
clined to be named in case of 
damaging relations with hotels. 

: He added: “It’s understand- 
able: how many handovers can 
you have?” 

- Airlines are cutting out all 
discounted tickets, thus in ef- 
. feet doubling the price of econ- 
omy-class tickets. 

>• Virgin Atlantic is imposing 

^dxiord^fD Mark Siladi, the 
airline’s regional manager, Vir- 
gin *%trying'to protect the con- 
sumer and ensure that during 
-The .period of the handover of 
scraere4mty as many people as 
are able to return to 


number of daBy flights lo Hong 
Kong from places such as the 


; The colony’s official tourism 
organisations are sensitive to 
suggestions of profiteering. 

mer Randall, a spokesman 
for the Hong Kong Tourist 
Association (HK3X), said that 
ihe HKTEA bad done a survey 
of 78 per cent of the colony’s 
hotels and found that a third 
of capacity was- still open for 
booking. 

Harbourside and hocuiy ho- 
tels are fully booked, as are 
most of the lower-price hotels 
and hostels but in the medium- 
price range availability is fair- 
ly good away from the central 
areas. 

•• One .proWem is ibar many of 
those, wanting to be in Hong 


multiple bookings to ensure 
their presence.' 

British Airwavs, far example, , 
has discovered mat a quarter of 
j£s passengers have, made more 
than one booking. These dou- 
ble bookings are now being 
c&aretL- .. 

Cathay Pacific Airways now 
insists that tickets for the han- 
dover period are paid forvrith- 
in seven days of reservations 
being made. ■ 

This rapidly flushes out 
double-bookers, but not to the 
extern of clearing space in 
fli g hts in the few days before 
the handover. 

British Airways currently has 
a waitmg-fet of 1^00 passengers 
for. these' few days. 

Negotiations are about to 
start with Hong Kong’s civil avi- 
ation authorities to permit both 
Bomb Airways and Cathay to 
add extra flights. 

Meanwhile, there are a large 


and Singapore. 

These flights are less heavi- 
ly booked than the direct flights 
to Hong Kong from Britain or 
North America. 

Hanning for lavish handover 
parties with international visi- 
tors started a couple of years 
ago. 

*Ifed Mare, one of Hong 
Kong's most famous interna- 
tional party-planners, is co-or- 
dinating a typically lavish event 
lasting several days which will 
leave little change out of 
£5,000. 

Few hotel rooms are left at 
less than £100 a right but it will 
be easy to pay some £600 a 


What’s the bill 


Normal price of discounted 
economy return airfare from 
London to Hong Wong: £800 
approximately. Full-price 
economy fare during han- 
dover period ; £1£O0 l 

NtecSurrwarige hotel room 
at normal periods: £120 per 
right 

Mecfitmvran^ hotel room, 
during handover : £300 per 
night 

Luxury-range hotel room 
at normal periods: £300 per 
night 

Luxury-range hotel roam 
coring handover : £600 per 
night 


night in the bigger hotels. The 
bulk, of available rooms are at 
prices in the middle of this 
range. 

The local tourist industry is 
aware that the handover boom 
might prove to be a double- 
edged sword. 

“If we don’i handle it weir, 
said one executive, J we might 
see a big drop in business af- 
ter it’s ml over”. 

The HKTA is already plan- 
ning to avert this problem. 
From l July ft will launch an 
ambitious programme of tourist 
events and discount schemes in- 
volving hoick, restaurants and 
shops to hire back visitors. 

Indeed, the best advice for 
would be visitors may be to 
wait and see Hong Kong once 
the new era begins. It will be 
much, much cheaper, that is 
for certain. 
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Well go 
on listening 
even when 
you can’t go 
on talking. 


The Samaritans. W 


Every year at The Samaritans we 
receive over a million totally silent phone 
calls. For whatever reason, the callers can't 
begin to tell us whart troubling them. 

Equally, callers who do start may be 
unable to go on - many hang up halfway 
through a conversation, or simply go quiet 
With all of these alters, though, we 
have one golden rule: we never stop 
listening. We won’t be the ones to 
hang up or say goodbye. 

Our number's in the phone book- or 
you an all our new national number on 
03^5 90 90 90. Every call is confidential. 
Even if you can’t talk well listen. 
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Sir Duncan McDonald 


As managing director or Bruce 
Peebles, power station equip- 
ment engineers, as chief exec- 
utive of Rcyrolle Parsons, 
switch-gear engineers, and as 
chairman of Northern Engi- 
neering Industries. Duncan Mc- 
Donald had more in common 
with his heroes isamhard King- 
dom Brunei (ISO 6-59), Daniel 
Gooch (1816-89) and the great 
Victorian engineer-managers, 
than modem industrialist- 
accountant managers who work 
in terror of slick stockmarket an- 
alysts and the havoc they may 
cause. It is perhaps an indica- 
tion of how industrial percep- 
tions have changed in the last 
quarter of a century, not nec- 
essarily for the better, that Mc- 
Donald told me proudly: “I have 
raised the number of people 
working for us in our companies 
to nearly 35.000." He would not 
like to have said: "l have cut the 
workforce, becoming more 
cost-effective and have done x 
per cent better than last year." 

What McDonald cared 
about, explained Hnmish Mor- 
rison. former chief executive of 
the Scottish Council of Devel- 
opment and InduMiy. was 
giving people worthwhile engi- 
neering work which would give 
them job satisfaction and be use- 
ful to society and Britain. I nev- 
er did discern what McDonald's 
personal politics were, but fre- 
quently sitting beside him on the 
Edinburgh-London plane I 
came to Jmow that he had an ob- 
sessive horror of human waste 
in the shape of unemployment 


Tuny Bridgewater encompassed 
in hts own life and career the de- 


velopment of British television 
as we now know it. 

Tony, or Bridgey as many 
BBC colleagues called him (not 
even his mother used his given 
name of Thornton), started 
working with John Logie Baird 
in 1928. He was involved with 
Baird's early experimental tele- 
vision transmissions of the 
3lMinc mechanical system 
which went from his studio in 
Covent Garden via Savoy 
Hill to a BBC medium-wave 
radio transmitter on the roof of 
Sel fridges. 

They had to take place after 
the BBC's late-night dance mu- 
sic had closed down. Because 
there was only one transmitter 
available the crude flickering 
pictures and the sound could 
not be synchronised and had to 
be radiated in alternating two- 
minute bursts. In 1932 when the 
BBC took over full responsi- 
bility for these experimental 
programmes Bridgewater, with 


A prolific stage actress during 
a career that spanned 30 years 
of West End musicals such as 
Gone With the Wind and the 
original National Theatre pro- 
duction of Peter Nichols's acer- 
bic comedy The National 
Health , Isabelle Lucas won 
more widespread recognition on 
television in the Seventies, as 
Norman Beaton's wife in The 
Fosters, Britain’s first ail-black 
situation comedy. Mure re- 
cently, she appeared in the ail- 
friction soap opera EastEnders 
as the disapproving mother of 
black lesbian hairdresser Del- 
la Alexander. 

Born in Canada in 1 927, she 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


CASEY: On 21 February, io Caro! 
Lawson, wife of Adrian Cawj, a 
daughter. Charlotte Jane Lawson 
Cases. 


DEATHS 


CHUNG: Gerry Yuk Cha. Bom 3t» Oc- 
tober l%l in Hong Kong, pushed 
away 13 February 1<N7. he Is survived 
by lus loving fiance. Rauline. and his 
loving family in Vancouver. BC. 
Canada. Private services wilt he held. 


For Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS, please telephone 0171-293 
2012 or fox to 0171-293 2010. Charges 
are £U0 a line (VAT extra I. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TODAW Print* Edward, President, ailentb 
a MTcuning i «1 .-t Jl nmttvt'j u IaIUt urn] The 
t'i» 0 !rrf>r(W HrtW h' the Children':. Film 
l tail at the British Academy . if Film and 
TeL-vtim .Arts. Umdim WI;andnpen«iihe 
Thames FM Sludins. Hampton Wick. 
Surrey. The Princess Royal Patron. 5ml- 
Iirii Rugby Union, attend-, the Scotland v 
Ireland Iniemationa! Match at MunayticM 
Stadium. Edinburgh. The Duke nt KeoL 
nitron, the South Bank Foundation, ai- 
tends a conceit hv the Vienna Philharmonic 
Orehe-ira. at (be Royal Hall. Lon- 

don SE1. 


Chanping of the Guard 
TODAY' The Household Cavalry Mourn- 
ed Regiment mounts l he Queen's Life 
Guard ji Homo GnartK I lam. TO- 
MORROW: The Household Lauliy 
Mounled Regiment mouais the Queen's 
Ufe Guard at Horse Gam ids. lflam: F 
Crimpanv Scots Guards mounts the 
Queen's Guard, at Buddmgham Phi**, 
Il 3 tfcun. band provided by the Cold- 
slream Guard.-. 


and a demonic energy in living 
to do something about it by pro- 
viding skilled jobs. 

He was a passionate power en- 
gineer who believed, above all 
else, that the prime mover in the 
power station, the turbine, had 
to be perfect. If not there would 
be many other problems. He mt> 
tivaied people, who recognised 
that he knew where every prover- 
bial nut and bolt should go in the 
burning instrument, f saw at 
first hand how he was admired 
on account of his engineering ex- 
pertise and an ability to under- 
stand the complexities of any task 
being carried out by his em- 
ployees. On many occasions. I 
went round the Bruce Peebles 
plant at Broxburn, West Lothi- 
an with him as the local MP and 
sensed the respect in which he 
was held by shop-floor and junior 
managers' alike. Shirt-sleeved 
and immaculate, he made a 
point of knowing everyone in the 
factory by name. The result was 
that when the transformer in- 
dustry was undergoing periods of 
traumatic change in the 1960s 
and 1970s, he was given co- 
operation by the Amalgamated 
Engineering Union. Soft- 
spoken. with a twinkle in his eye, 
McDonald 1 s philosophy was that 
huge problems, technical and hu- ' 
man, were there to be addressed 
quietly, unostentatiously arid 
with sustained intelligence. 

He was bom within sight of 
the Forth Bridge, the son of a 
cable jointer with the then 
South of Scotland Electricity 
Board, now Scottish Power. 


was the daughter of a chef 
from Barbados who worked on 
the Canadian Pacific Railway. 
Lucas acted in amateur pro- 
ductions as a teenager in Toron- 
to before moving to London in 
1 954 to train as a singer. The fob 
lowing year, she made her West 
End stage debut in the revue 
The Jazz Train at the Piccadilly 
Theatre, a production that also 
gave Be nice Reading one of her 
early successes. 

Lucas went on to carve out 
a distinguished musicals career 
that included appearances 
alongside Elisabeth Welch and 
Millicent Martin in The 
Crooked Mile (1959). and as 


Marriages 


Mr C G. O'Farrell 
and Miss N. C Mayers berg 
The marriage look place on Friday 
28 February ai Si James Norland's 
Church. Si James's Gardens, London 
WII, between Charles O'FarrelL el- 
dest son of Mr and Mrs George 
O’FarrelL of Womberal, New South 
Wales, and Natasha Mayers berg, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Paul May- 
ersberg. of Chelsea. London. The 
bride was given in marriage by her 
father. 


Birthdays 


TODAY: Mr Harry Bclafantc. actor 
and enienainer, 7ft Mr David 
Broome, show jumper. 57; Mr Dou- 
glas Bunn, founder, .All-England 
Jumping Course. Hickslead. ofh Mr 
Nigel Cowley, cricketer. 44; Mr 
Roger Palirey. singer and actor. 53; 
Mr Andrew Faulds. actor and MP, 74; 
Sir Allan Green OC. former Direc- 
tor of Public Prosecutions. 62; Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Lewis, Hodges, for- 
mer Deputy Commander-in-chief 
Allied Forces. Central Europe, 79; 
Mr Martyn Jones MR 5ft Sir Michael 
Ken, twiner Lord Justice of Appeal, 
7tj; Professor Janie*: Lister, paedia- 
trician. 74; Mr Mike Read, disc jock- 
ey. 4ft; Commandant Dame Nancy 
Robertson, former director of the 
WRNS. 88 ; Mr David Scon Cowper, 
solo yachtsman, 55; Mark Todd, ath- 
lete, 4J; Muj-Gen Philip Tower, for- 
mer Commandant. Royal Military 
Academy. 80: Mr Brian Waites, 
golfer. 57: Sir Gerald Whcni. chief 
executive. Racal Telecom pic and 
Vodafone Group, 70. 

TOMORROW: Ms Pai Arrowsmilh. 
peace campaigner. 67: Miss Margaret 
Uarbicri- ballerina, 50: Mr Harry 
Blech, founder of the London 
Moor! Players. 87; Lady Moyra 
Browne, former superintendent. St 
John Ambulance Brigade, 79; Sir 
Leonard Crossland, farmer and for- 


During his childhood in In- 
verkeithing he had been in- 
spired by Sir John Fowler's 
wonderful cantilevers. When- 
ever I saw him he would say to 
me as the MP for South 
Queensferry. “Are you looking 
after my bridge properly? Are 
you sure that rust, whicn never 
sleeps, is not getting a hold?” 

He was an inspiration to those 
of us who campaign for property 
maintaining the greatest engi- 
neering monument to the 19tb 
century. It was a great pleasure 
to him when the company of Sir 
William Arrol was added to his 
Northern Engineering con- 
glomerate since Arrol had been 
the structural engineers re- 
sponsible in the 1890s for the 
Forth Bridge's construction. 

In the early years of the Sec- 
ond World Wit he obtained 
first dass honours in electrical en- 
gineering at Edinburgh Univer- 
sity, and went on reserved 
occupation as a graduate ap- 
prentice to British Thompson 
Houston at Rugby. When the war 
ended, BTH earmarked him for 
research and development in 
transformer design which suited 
his talents perfectly. 

In 1954 he transferred to 
Bruce Peebles Industries and 
became their chief transformer 
designer from 1954 to 1959, 
when he was promoted as chief 
engineer. In 1962 he became 
managing director, and in 1974 
chairman and chief executive, 
both of Bruce Peebles and of 
ReyroUe Parsons. Bob Smith, 
Bruce Peebles' quality and safe- 


ty manager, who worked with 
him from 1954, described Mc- 
Donald as "superb during the 
difficult mergers of Bruce Pee- 
bles, ReyroUe Parsons and 
Clark Chapman. He respected 
the identity of Bruce Peebles 
and kept it as a core large 
transformer unit, thereby help- 
ing the morale of the workforce. 
Equally the managers of Rey- 
rolJe Parsons and Clark Chap- 
man were pleased at the dignity 
he accorded them.'’ 

His relations with employees 
were further enhanced by the 
fact that be was a keen fly fish- 
erman and a regular member of 
the Bruce Peebles fishing club. 
Many good relationships were 
formed on the banks of Scottish 
rivers at the expense of trouL 
He was particularly interest- 
ed in developments for nuclear 
power-stations and was elected 
to the board of the National Nu- 
clear Corporation. Truth to tell, 
he was always ambiguous about 
nuclear power at a time when 
great efficiencies were being 
made in the winning of fossil 
fuel. He was impressed by the 
advanced gas-cooled reactors 
and praised Dr Robin Jeffery's 
engineering feat in the creation 
of Torn ess. He was less enthu- 
siastic about both the Magnox 
stations and the problems of 
D ungen ess B and elsewhere 
among the next generation of 
nuclear power-stations. - 
For ten years (1983-92) Mc- 
Donald was on the board of 
Scottish Accident, whose chair- 
man, the Earl of Airiie, told me 
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McDonald 1 welcomes Margaret Thatcher to Northern Engineering Industries’ phut in the 1980s 


photograph: Newcastle Journal 


yesterday; “He was much loved 
not only on Lhe board but by 
managers and their cofleagues. 
He had a wonderful way with 
people. He put his points in a 
way that was most acceptable." 

McDonald was a decentralis- 
er by conviction and in his lat- 
ter years felt that running a great 
company out of Newcastle put 
him at a disadvantage with those 
of his competitors whose head- 
quarters could intermingle with 
government in London. He felt 
hurt that the metropolitan stock- 
market was never kind to North- 
ern Engineering Industries and 
suspected that they felt that 


they were some kind of sleepy 
set-up in the outback rather 
than a great international com- 


nology - in the 1980s they had 
a £70ta turnover He always ex- 
tolled the virtues of the Scottish 
Office in Edinburgh with whom 
he had had exceptionally cordial 
relations. It was characteristic of 

McDo nald that hf. marte rime fn 

return from Newcastle to Edin- 
burgh for meetings of the Scot- 
tish Council of Development and 
Industry. Though it was common 
knowledge that he had been of- 
fered the chair of the Scottish 
Council, it was also characteris- 


tic that he reasteda strong per- 
sonal temptation on the grounds ■ 
that the chairman of this pres- 
tigious body ought to be based 
in Scotland and not in the North 
of England. • . . 

Duncan McDonald was a 
man of mternatixmal viaon and 
travelled the world in search of. 
orders to keep his employees in 
work- in February 1985*411 the, 
company of such heavyweights 
as Lord Kmg of British Airways, 
Richard Giordano of British 
Oxygen and Denis Jackson of ' 
Rolls-Royce he was one of ten 
prominent industrialists who 
went under the leadership of 


lord Young, thenMis Thatch - 
er's Mxnist er without Portfolio, 
to China. He was the first man 
I knew to emphasise the po- 
tentiaidf thd Pacific Rim. His 
hallmarkwasvisicHi. 

DalyeU 


Dunam McDonald, turbine en- 
gineer and industrialist: bom In - 
verkathing, Fife-20 -September 
1921; CBB 1976;Grvup Man- 
aging Director; Northern Engi- 
neering Industries 2977-80, 
Chairman 1980-86; Kt 1983; 
married .1955 Jane Guddan 
(three scats, one daughter); died 
Edinburgh 23 February 1997. 


T. H. Bridgewater 


iio is breakii 


two other television engineers, 
joined the Corporation. The op- 
eration moved into the newly 
built Broadcasting House and 
Bridgewater often announced 
the programmes himself from 
a studio shared with Henry 
Hails dance band. 

In 1936 he led the studio 
team at Alexandra Palace when 
the world's first public service 
of high-definition television 
opened. Baird's mechanical sys- 
tem, by then on 240 lines, al- 
ternated weekly with the 
405-line electronic system de- 




veloped by EMI to establish 
which was the belter. In a few 


which was the belter. In a few 
months EMI was the clear win- 
ner. The mechanical system 
was dropped, to Baird's "bitter 
disappointment 
Bridgewater supervised, and 
personally directed, the first 
BBC television outside broad- 
cosi: the 1937 Coronation pro- 
cession of King George VI as 
it passed Hyde Park Corner. 
The brand-new mobile control 
room had been delivered from 


Bridgewater experiments with 
John Logie Baird Photograph: BBC 


EMI only days beforehand. 
There was momentary panic 
when the equipment went dead 
just as the Coronation proces- 
sion approached. There was 
no time for anything but that 
classic television remedy, a 
strong bang from the fist of one 
of the EMI engineers standing 
by. Fortunately it worked, and 
the King's smile to the dose-up 


camera made the next day's 
press headlines. 

Bridgewater was in charge of 
the engineering aspects of many 
BBC outside broadcasts re- 
membered by older viewers 
with admiration: the 1948 
Olympic Games, the first tele- 
vision programme from across 
the Channel the Coronation of 
the Queen, her first Christmas 
television broadcast from San- 
dringham, the immensely com- 
plicated and moving coverage 
of Sir Winston Churchill's fu- 
neral and countless other cer- 
emonies and great sporting 
events. He organised televi- 
sion broadcasts from sub- 
marines below the surface of the 
sea and from aeroplanes above 
the surface of the land. 

Bridgewater was kind, con- 
siderate and courteous. One of 
his outstanding- qualities as an 
engineer was his ability to ex- 
plain electronic complexities 
in terms readily understood by 
noo-engineers. I was particularly 
grateful for this when we were 


together involved in planning 
the introduction of BBC2 with 
its formidable problems of con- 
version to 625-line UHF trans- 
mission standards and as well as 
to colour capability. Bill Cotton 
used to say that before coming 
to work at White Cily he not 
only didn’t understand televi- 
sion, he didn't even understand 
electricity, until Bridgey ex- 
plained both to him. 

Bridgewater retired from the 
BBC in 1968, having been the 
Chief Television Engineer for the 
previous six years. His work for 
television, however, was far from 
over. He lectured and wrote ar- 
ticles for various technical jour- 
nals and also contributed a 
scholarly monograph on AA. 
Campbell Swinton, a leading pi- 
oneer of electronic, as opposed 
to mechanical, television. This 
was published by the Royal Tele- 
vision Society, to which he gave 
outstanding service over a great 
period. He bad been elected a 
Fellow of the Television Sodety 
in 1930, long before it became 


RoyaL He was its Honorary 
Treasurer for 20 years, hs Chair- 
man of Council, and the recip- 
ient of hs Gold MedaL 

In latteryears Bridgewater’s 
long and unique personal ex- 
perience of the development of 
television made him a particu- 
larly valuable founder member 
of the RTS History, and 
Archives Specialist Group. He 
remembered all sorts of fasci- 
nating and sometimes horrify- 
ing details. One day when we 
were discussing the imperma- 
nence of recorded television 
material he casually mentioned 
that in the very early days of 
videotape he happened to know 
of at least one pre-recorded play 
and one pre-recorded opera 
which had been accidentally 
wiped before transmission. 

Tony Bridgewater’sinterest in 
broadcasting began as a school- 
boy in Canada where his fami- 
ly was temporarily living. He 
constructed first a crystal set, 
and then a better one with 
valves, and was thrilled to be 


able to pickup signals from the 
United States. £)n return to 
England he was trained in wire- 
less telegraphy and-at the age 
of 18 he .went to sea as a wire- 
less operator. He then worked 
forthe Post Office on high pow- 
er transmitters including those 
occasionally used for broad- 
casting to the Do minions, as 
they then were. 

He read the tedmicaLjour- 
nals avidly, and learnt of Bahtin 
television experiments. Ea 1928 
he managed to get an intro? 
ductianfo the Scottish inventor, 
who was Be ginning to expand 
from a one-man business. Baird 
engaged him and within weeks 
he was involved with Baird’s first 
demonstration of recognisable, 
if very crude, colour teJevisiQn 
to the British Assodation, 
meeting that year, in Glasgow. 

On 1 September 1938 Alex- 
andra Palace abruptly had to 
cease transmitting television; for 
defence reasons. Bridgewater 
joined the RAF andworkedon 
radar, for which he was inch- . 


dotted in dispatches. On de- 
mobilisation, with the rank of 
■ Squadron Leader,’ he rejoined 
the BBC to help; restart 
television in tune for the Victory 
Parade in June 1946. \ 

; Tbny Bridgewater's own con- 
siderable scholarship came, he 
used to say, frb&a association 
with a well-educated wife. He 
married Jean Bartlett in 1934 
and they had one son, Antho- 
ny. She died on IS September 
1985, ayear afterthey had cel- 
: ebrated their golden wedding. 
In 1993, shortly After his 85th 
birthday, he was made a Doc- 
tor (rf. Bradford University in 
recognition of hs services to 
television. 






■ •• ' 'T 1 ! 

ir 


LeonardMIall 


Thomion Howard Bridgewater, 
television erigfneerz bom 1 June 


side broadcasts; BBC Television 
1946-62, Chief Engineer 1962-68; 
OBE 1965; monied 1934 Jean 
Bardot (died 1985; arte son); died 
28 February 1997. 7 * i. '** 


Isabelle Lucas 


Barbra Streisand's maid, 
Emma, in Funny Girl and Mam- 
my in Harold Fielding's ac- 
claimed production of Gone 
Wah the Wind (1972). Her last 
stage musical role was alongside 
the vaudeville star jack Gilford 
in Look to the Rainbow ( 1 985 ), 
but the actress's other West End 
roles included appearances in 
the straight play The Genius and 
the Goddess (adapted from an 
Aldous Huxley novcL 1962) 
and the Neil Simon comedy 77it’ 
Sunshine Boys (1975 ). 

Other landmarks in Lucas's 
stage career included playing 
the first black Martha in Edward 
Albee’s Mhos Afraid of Virginia 


Woolf? at the Connaught 
Theatre, Worthing, and her 
first appearance with Norman 
Beaton, in the musical Bakerioo 
to Paradise (1969), which failed 
to make an impact and did not 
reach the West End. With the 
National Theatre, she acted in 
George Bernard Shaw's Back to 
Methuselah (alongside Derek 
Jacobi, 1 969) and the world pre- 
miere of The National Health 
( 1969), both at the Old Vic, as 
well as Cyrano (Cambridge 
Theatre, 1^70) and 7yger(New 
Theatre, 1971, with’ Norman 
Beaton and Maureen Lip man). 

When she was cast as the 
Leader of the Bacchantes in the 


National Theatre production of 
The Bacchae, Lucas objected to 
Sir Riter Hall's insistence that 
all the female characters should 
appear nude and won a partial 
victory by taking to the stage 
carefully draped She also act- 
ed Florrie in Trinidad Sisters 
(Donmar Warehouse, 1988), 
Mustapha Ma turn's black ver- 
sion of Chekhov’s The Three Sis- 
ters, and the Nurse in Dame Judi 
Dench’s production of Romeo 
and Juliet (Open Air Theatre, 
Regent's Pork, 1993), her final 
stage performance. 

Her few feature films in- 
cluded Miracle in Soho (starring 
John Gregson, 1957) and Out- 


land (alongside Sean Connery, 
1981), but it was as PCarf Fos- 
ter in two series of The Fosters 


(1976-77) on television that 
Lucas gained screen populari- 


Lucas gained screen populari- 
ty. She and the celebrated black 
actor Norman Beaton, as her. 


husband Samuel, played the 
parents of a South London un- 


parents of a South London im- 
migrant family. Among those 
playing their three children 
were the comedian Lenny 
Henry and the actress Sharon 
Rosita. 

Lucas also played "bald, 
blade, lesbian mother” Velma in 
the sitcom Agony (1979); Pearl, 
one of the staff at Ashvale Ad- 
vertising, in two series of jlfy 


Husband and I (1987-88); 
Gertrude in the children’sseries 
Bluebirds, starring Barbara.. 
Windsor; two daaractera in 
EastEnders - a district nurse 
1985, and. nine years filter Al-. 
iceAlcxatider'i^ofbuhriitdif- 
ficnU to come to terms wittiher 
daughter Della’s revelation that 
she was gay - and an old flame 
of the Fdckham barber 
Desmond in the Channel 4 sit-. . 
com Desmond ’s (reuniting her 
With Norman Beaton). She also 7 
xnade ajppearances in the tele- 
vision fiftk/f Caribbean Mastery 
(1983) and the minuseries El- 
lis Island (1984) . 

Anthony Hayward 




Lucas: career irr musicals ^ V*. * 


JsabeUe Harriet Lucas, actress: 
bom Toronto^ Canada 3 De- 
cember 1927; married 1957 Mau- 
rice Jennings; died Kingston- 
itpari-TJmmes, Surrey 24 Febru- 
ary 1997- . ' 
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raer chairman, Eaton Ltd, 83; Rear- 
Admiral Sir Charles Darlington, for- 
- mcr Director of the Naval Education 
Service. 87: Lord Elton, former gov- 
ernment minister, 67; Mr John Gard- 
ner, composer. 80; Mr Mikhail 
Gorbachev, former president of the 
Soviet Union, 6 b; Sir Donald 
Gosling, joinr chairman. National Car 
Parks Lid. 68 ; Mr Ronald Graves, 
former chairman. Meyer linerna- 
lionoL 77; Lord Howie of Troon, en- 
gineer, publisher and journalist, 73; 
Cardinal Basil Hume. Archbishop of 
Westminster, 74; Dame Naomi 
James, yachtswoman, 48; Mr 
Nicholas Jarrold, ambassador to 
Laivfa, 51; Miss Jennifer Jones, ac- 
tress, 7& Sir John ManduelL com- 
poser. and former Principal Royal 
Northern College of Music, 69: Mr 
Hugh Monro, Headmaster. Clifton 
College. 47; Mr Robert Simpson, 
composer, 76: Mr John Tuso, man- 
aging director. Barbican Centre. 61: 
Mr John Peter Rhys Williams, rug- 
by player and surgeon, 48; Mr Ion 
Woos □ am. golfer. 39. 


poser, 1824: Kurt Julian Weill, com- 
poser. 1900. Deaths: John Wesley, 
founder of Methodism, 1791; David 
Herbert Lawrence, novelist, 1930; 
Howard Carter, painter and Egyp- 
tologist 1939. On this day: an attempt 
was' made by Robert Maclean to 
assassinate Queen Victoria, 1882; the 
French prototype Concorde made its 
first test flight^ 1969.Tbinorrw is the 
Feast Day of St Chad or Caedda, St 
Joavan of Brittany and The Martyrs 
under the Lombards. 


Lectures 


Anniversaries 


TODAY 

Victoria and Albert Maseam: Gareth 
Williams, “The Frank Lloyd Wright 
Room". 230pm. 

Tale GaHery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“Corinth in Context (i)". lpm. 
British Museum: Hilary Williams. 
“Thorvaldsen in Rome 1797-1838: 
the Scandinavian Canova?". l_15pm_ 
TOMORROW 

Tate GaBety: Sarah O'Brien Twohig. 
“CommcnTate: Luciano Fabro". 
4pra. 


TODAY: Births: Frcderic-Francnis 
Chopin, composer, IS10: Lytton 
Giles Sirachev. author and biogra- 
pher, ISSQ; Alton Glenn Miller, 
bandleader. 1904. Deaths: Thomas 
Campion, poet and composer. 1620: 
Mack Gordon ( Morris Gitlier), lyri- 
cist, 1959; Jackie Cooean, actor, 
I9S4. On this day: 1,200 French 
Huguenots were massacred at Vtasy, 
IS62; the Spectator was first pub- 
lished. 1711: slavery was abolished by 
Pennsylvania, the first US state io do 
so, 1780. Today is lhe Feast Day of 
St Aubin or Atbinuc of Angers. St 
David or Dni, St Felix in. Pope, 
Si Rudesind or Rosen do and St 
SwiLhbcrt. 


Luncheons 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Mr Malcolm Rifkmd QC MP. Sec- 
retary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth affairs, held a lun- 
cheon yesterday a! 1 Carlton Gar- 
dens, London SWI, in honour of 
Mr Yevgeny Primakov. Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation. 


Dinners 


St David's Day 
London Welsh Celebration 


TOMORROW: Births: Sir Thomas 
BodJey. founder of (he Bodleian Li- 
brary. 1545; Bedrich Smetana, com- 


Sir John Meurig Thomas FR5 was 
the gnesi of honour at the 94 Lh Si 
David's Day Celebration Banquet 
held yesterday evening at the Savoy 
Hotel. London Wl. Mr Alun 
Thomas presided and spoke. 


The art of propaganda lies in nouns, not 
verbs. Once you have said that your op- 
ponent is a heretic, a bigot, or a happy- 
clappy, it is irrelevant what they do. 
Their character is indelibly stamped. And 
the same principle applies to praise: 
there are certain standards which function 
both as benchmarks for good behaviour 
and as rallying flags in a struggle with 
the forces of darkness; and one of the 
most pernicious of these is the Judaeo- 
Christian tradition. 

It made its most recent appearance in 
Dr Jonathan Sacks's articles plugging a 
forthcoming book earlier this week in what 
the Daily Telegraph used to call “another 
newspaper". He finish ed with a ringing en- 
dorsement of “the JudaeoChristian tra- 
dition, predicated on lhe sanctity offife, the 
priority of right over might, and the im- 
peratives of justice and compassion for the 
vulnerable and disenfranchised, [winch] has 
survived for almost 4,000 years, while the 
great empires which persecuted its adher- 
ents have crumbled and vanished". 

Seldom can so much nonsense have been 
summoned in support of a noble ideaL What 
exactly is this Judaeo-Ouisiian tradition? 
There is undoubtedly an Abrahamic tradi- 
tion: a line of descent in three of the world's 
great religions from the OldTfestamenL Is- 
lam, Christianity and Judaism all acknowl- 
edge a common descent from the myths of 
Abraham, and all pay allegiance to the Tfcn 
Co mm a n d m ents. This has not prevented acy 
of these religions from persecuting the oth- 
ers when they had the chance. On the con- 
trary, the common descent of Judaism and 
Cldsuanfty is integral fothehjstwy of Chrfa- 
tian anti-Semitism. 

As for as I know, the idea of a specifi- 
cally “Judaeo-Christian” branch is an hu- 


reason 


Christians have been persecuting 
Jews for 2,000 years, which makes 
Dr Jonathan Sacks’s recent praise 
for a Judaeo-Chilstian tradition* 
all the more puzzling. What 
exactly is it? asks Andrew Brown. 


ing thing outside the ark to the ethnic 
cleansing of the promised land, the^toxy 
is. one of' utter disregard forhuman lire 
except when it suits GocTspuipqses. ' ' 
The religions imagination is an extra-' 
ordinarily fertile and creatfve faculiy 
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most unpromising soiLBut there is no use. 
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greater, it does, hcenseranyone'to 
preach on the caoeBence of the ; Jfen 


uver 

ln brim**# 


port from America, where it has only re- 
ally become popular in the last 50 years. It 
would have made very little sense to speak 
of this tradition before the Holocaust; and 
little political sense to speak of it before Hip 
establishment of the state of IsraeL In the 
context of American politics, where there 
is a powerful fundamentalist lobby that 
manages to rondxne theoretical anti-Semi- 
tism with practical pro-Zionism in tiy- in- 
terests of hastening Armageddon, this idea 


document for nroderasocteQ^ : . 
invites- exammatfoo: the traffiti^^hl 


to set up as a moral authority. .... . ' 

Christianity, Judaism, and Islam all func- 
tion as moral traditions; and all of them 
are religions wtaidi have learnt, developed, 
and preserved a great deal about the par- ‘ 
poses of human Me. But almost all ofthis 
has been in progress away from their com- 
mon roots in the Bronze Age proscriptions 
of a jealous God. Dr Sacks describes the 
tradrtion as “predicated on the sanctity of 
human life": I do not see how anyone 
could come fresh to the.Bible and seeany 
regard for human life at all in the early ; 
parts. From the extermination of every w- ! 


, MW VIVWU JWi Oy . 

while the great empnies . winch persecut- 
ed its adherents have ormnbfed and^vati- 
ishecL? At firstsagbt tbishas a^wonderfiil 
resonance, eqjpdal^ from the Jewish pofoi 
of view. 7r n^Jewshave inspiringjy survrred 
4,000 years.’ The trouble is that 'for near^ ■ 
ty half of that period their main pereechk 
tore have been Christians: what price, the 
. “Judaeo-OmstiM’^herkageihere?- , 
TMkirigaboota^udaeo-CSrristian^tri- 
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ly aratizevare notpresOTptknisvthidb'can 
. bereadGS and^pp&wLTfiey must'tx: Eyed ' 
to be understood. Iris a Eanuiar argument’ 
against reh^onthatpecmle ^can-Bctivady'. 
iram.ibeo»«beaut^ 
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■pie will actvirtnonstyas a cpnseqneoc* of 
ifocrendous theories. I hawao doubjthar 
-Dr Sacks is an cxcefleat man, and hk fain- ' 
fry an engme of virtue. Etotif we wi^i to ■ 
remwalise society; we^MMild doashtdoes,; 
and irotashesays.- 7 -• . 
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.^ont .tfae by-election’s arithmetic of voting 
-shares and turn-out? You could : go S 
■Woke, unseat yow prime Minister and 

5ter e a ,h. e S^l ( ’/ 0Ugh * fe »*«»*>« 

where the proverbial men in suits couId.be 
fig* and what they would do if John 
-Major rounded on them witlL one of his 
favourite expletives). But even if you 
T^a^tbeleader/youwoiadstfflfec^ th£l 
Jnriactabflily of the 'tones 1 problem: Europe, 
what is the point of a new leader unless he 
also offers a fresh start on Europe? 

Stage right, voices urge that the Tories’ 
electoral mountain would'be so much eas- 
ier to chmb carrying the Union flag. Like an 
ex-smoker who can see tire-packet on the 

chf»lf rKrt Taxi 1 . r 


r ““***' ll auiuixes uie wrapping, 

even counts the cigarettes, bat, so far, has 
resisted lighting up. With good .reason. 
Euro-scepticism would swiftly give way to 
outright rejection of union with the rest of 


Europe, lb whoops of delight from the Mur- 
doch press. Sir James Goldsmith would find 
his clothes rifled. The lories would lose their 
Chancellor and provoke a lurid split in their 
: parliamentary ranks. For what? The idea . 
that Europe can be turned, at this stage, into 
an election winner - a phantasm. There is 
no winning ‘‘independence’" margin out 
there in the psepbologica! thickets. No, anti- 
Europe sounds like a suicide letter read out 
at an inquest, not an election victory strat- 
egy. The lories will some day . have to face 
the European battle in their own ranks, but 
! . not yeL Opposition - powerlessness - is the 
place for settling scores and refining new 
- identities. The party’s best bet is to soldier 
on. It is a national interest, too. Whatever 
happens to single money, whatever reshap- 
ing occurs, to and within the European 
Union, Britain’s future is "European", and 
no political formation contending for par- 
liamentary power can be anything else. 

Labour, corseted in its self-control, was 
.quick yesterday to present itself as anything 
but complacent Its spokesmen are well- 
schooled in their humility. That is genuinely 
not the risk facing Labour. The ride, rather, 
is that voters will be deprived of a proper 
election campaign. Labour understandably 
wants to avoid putting a foot wrong. Garru- 



loosen its tongue 


lous John Prescott could give lessons to the 
Cosa Nostra these days. For team manager 
Tony Blair, the tactic is definitely caienaccio. 
But the overwhelming victory in the Wirral, 
on top of a huge opinion-poll lead, suggests 
that Labours election strategists do not need 
to be so transfixed by their 1992 horror. Of 
course, there are lessons from previous 
defeat. It is deariy sensible to steer Tony Blair 
a million miles away from a Sheffield rally 
of the kind that so embarrassed Neil Kin- 
nock. But fear of talking itself into danger 
may now risk Labour talking too little. 
Commendable determination lo avoid mak- 
ing promises to the electorate that cannot be 
delivered could end up with a failure to com- 
municaie wirb the electorate at all. 

This is not about posters and soundbites 
or the instant rebuttals and “clarifications’* 
that Labour - all credit to tbe profession- 
alism of its operation - has turned into a fine 
ait. Nor is it about presenting bills of fare 
and inviting the electorate to tick its heart’s 
desire. The paradox is that Tony Blair and 
his party are now so tar ahead that they can 
afford to have a frank and open conversation 
with voters. Indeed, they would benefit by 
doing so, and so would our democracy. 

This huge lead could be an excuse for Mr 
Blair and his colleagues to slam down the 


hatches, dive dive dive, order battle silence, 
and then surface to celebrate watching the 
whole Tory fleet go down around them. But 
what about the rest of us? We want - need 
- to know whai Labour intends in power. 
Instead of damming up. Labour should 
open up - use its advantage to prepare us 
for Blair's Britain. Warn us aboui the diffi- 
culties that lie ahead. Invite us to understand 
the harder choices that must be made. Vot- 
ers will, if anything, feel flattered ai not 
being taken for granted. And they will be less 
shocked when Labour in power turns out to 
have a new and unexpected face. Good gov- 
ernment will mean educating people about 
how much can he afforded, and w hat a gov- 
ernment can accomplish, over how long. 

Labour should behave like an agent who 
has won the contract but needs to show how- 
keen she is to close the sale. Voters are 
clearly saying they want a change. But gov- 
ernment is not just about laying out a pitch, 
making sure to keep your tie straight and 
never saying anything except the obvious. It 
is about re-educating a country in Labour's 
view of the potential for change. Wirral 
South means Labour can anticipate gov- 
ernment with some confidence. It shows that 
Labour has done enough to get elected. 
Enough, however, is not enough. 


■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Nato is breaking Major’s ‘informal’ promise to the Russians 


Sir Dr Dunrabin of St Edmund Hall, 
Oxford (letter, 24 February) tnktalri^g 
the occasion and character of the 
Vfesf s undertaking not to advance 
* Nato eastwards. 

It was made during discussions 
about the reunification of Germany, . 
by John Major as Foreign Secretary 
and James Baker as US Secretary of 
Stale. Unfortunately for the Russians 


It was made “informafly”, not written 
down or recorded in any subsequent 
aide-memoire, let alone treaty, and 
therefore neither tbe British nor the 
American government consider 
themselves bound fay it 
I put down a Question in the House 
of Lords about this, after Russian 
officials had begun complaining 
about it ~ ind uding Mr Gorbachev in 


London last year - and the answer 
came from the Foreign Office that 
there was no “formal undertaking''. 
There was no denial of the informal 
undertaking, of which the Russians 
have apparently produced a rather 
confused tape. 

That the Russians should have 
thought an Englishman's - or an 
American ’s - word might still be his 


bond showed naivety and a tack of 
diplomatic professionalism. Ail the 
same, there is a sense of betrayal, and 
it is no wonder they are not too keen 
now on any simple “political charter" 
with Nato which might tum out no 
more binding than this other 
“political^ undertaking. 
LordKENNET 
House of Lords 




Man at arms: Lord Armstrong (right foreground) dining the visit of the US general Ulysses S Grant (fifth from left) to Armstrong's Bswick 
ivories, Newcastie-upoirfyne, in 1877. hi the background Is a 100-ton muzzle-loading 17.72-fnch gun Photograph: Vickers Defence Systems 


Sir Stephen Goodwin reports (22 
February) that W G Armstrong was 
“suspected of pirating” the Victorian 
gun barrel design of Captain 
Alexander Blakely. This “tale of 
murky dealing in the arms trade" 
seems more appropriate to aTbd 
Slaughter melodrama than to 
historical fact. 

Armstrong addressed the problem 
of artiUeiy design at the request of 
the Duke of Newcastle, Minister of 
War, in December 1854. This was 


Tales from the Victorian arms bazaar 


during the Crimean War. Armstrong, 
aged 44, had already achieved fame 
because of his interventions in the 
field of hydraulics and for his_ 
researches into static electricity. 

By 1S5S. Armstrong had produced 


British guilt over, 
the Benin bronzes 

Sir; Thomas Sutcliffe (article, 27 
February) suggests that the ^ 
restitution of another country, s 
cultural treasures “should not be 
decided by reasons of politics ... but 
by a free competition of reverence . 

Where the Benin bronzes are 
concerned it is indeed the issue of 
“reverence” that so exercises 
Africanists and tbe Nigerian 
government. Not onfy are the bronzes 
unique,but they are the finest 
example of casting .in the “lost wax 
technique anywhere, in the world. 

Sutcliffe then points out that they 
would have much less vaiueinXagos 
than they do here and that to send 
them 10 Lagos wouldbe to “deplete 
(heir powers The bronzes were not 

taken from Lagos but from Benm 

City, capital oftheonce independent 
sta te of Benia. In that a ty stands ® 
large, reverently ro a i mai n ed , 

museum, maqy of its walls hung with 
photographs of the bronzes that 
adorn the walls of Western museums. 
A visit to Benin musetm leaves any 
Western visitor withan ovemheurung 

feeling of guilt and sadness. 

NIGEL EVANS 
London W4. .. 


-and proves m trials against six rival 
designs - a revolutionary field 
artiUery system, the notable features 
■ of which were breech loading, 
polygroove rifling arid elongated, 
fused projectiles. The metallurgy was 
important, and Armstrong 
undertook much research into the 
technology of barrel construction. 
Essentially, he adopted a steel liner 
on to which were shrunk layers of 
wrought iron: a technique already 
well established in the manufacture 
of small-calibre guns. 

Mr Goodwin reports Thai Blakely’s 
claims were refined by Armstrong’s 
famil y. However, Armstrong was 
aged only 58, with 32 more years to - 
live,- when Blakely died, so he would 


have responded to daims of a 
scandal in person. I went through all 


correspondence before producing a 
biography in 1983. There is no 
evidence that he secretly borrowed 
Blakely's ideas. 

Armstrong's patents covered more 
than just barrel construction. By giving 
them to the government, he lost 
substantially, since the government set 
up its own establishment to make 
guns to his design. His order book 
dried up immediately and the 
ordnance part of his business survived 
o nly th rough ex ports . 
peter McKenzie 
Vickers Defence Sterns 
Newcastie-upon-Dme 


Sir The contention that arms sales 
enable Britain lo “punch above its 
weight in diplomacy" ignores the 
reality of Che contemporary global 
arms market (“British bon claws a 
king-sized stake in the world's arms 
bazaar", 36 Ffebruaiy). The 
increasingly competitive scramble for 
defence contracts in the post-CoId 
War era has made the world's arms 
bazaar a buyer’s, rather than a seller’s 
market. Importers are not only able 
to arrange favourable economic 
agreements; they can also exert 
political leverage, so eager are the 
exporting nations to retain contracts 
in the shrinking global market. 

LIZ CLEGG 

Arms Dude Programme Co-ordinator 

Saferworid 

London WC-1 




Children from poor homes thrive at fee-paying schools 

Sir: I hope the information Mr I M achieved over several years if there that they do better by up to tl 


Sir: I hope the information Mr I M 
Ferry imparts to his students is 
more accurate than the figares he 
quotes in his letter referring to the 
Assisted Places Scheme (26 
February). ' ' . 

The current cost of the scheme, 

which helps academically able - 

children from low-income families 
t to attend independent schools, is 
£11 7m, not £200m. Next year, as 
the scheme expands, it will be 
£141m. The doubling of the number 
of pupils in the scheme will be 


achieved over several years if there 
is no change of government. Nor is 
this an “enormous state subsidy” to 
schools, which could fill their over- 
subscribed places with full fee- 
payers. 

Almost 40,000 children currently 
benefit They come from families 
with an average annual household 
income of only £10,900. They 
demonstrate the wisdom of the 
investment in their education by 
achieving outstanding examination 
results; research last year indicated 


that they do better by up to three A- 
level grades than their 
contemporaries of similar abilities 
in other kinds of schools. 

Underfunding of other parts of 
the education service should not be 
corrected by denying opportunity to 
lens of thousands of children from 
poor families. 

DAVID WOODHEAD 
National Director 
independent Schools Information 
Service 
London SW1 


Keep in lane and stay on the side of the angels 


Sin Yoa report (27 February) a28per 
cent drop in accidents on the busiest 
section of the M25 after the 

introduction of variable speed litrnts, 
which discourage lane-changing. Tne 
method of driving thus encouraged - 
staying in lari*~a the opposi te of that 
fewHiredbyPG RussekSmith . 
(fetter, 25 February). Those ofas who 
most of the time in the noddle 
lane of a motorway, instead of 


swinging constantly between lanes 1 
and Z may be on the side of the angels 
even if we have no God-given right. 

I didn't find motorway driving in 
France and Germany any safer than 
in Britain. 

NIGEL SBYMER 

Lower Slaugher, Gloucestershire 

Sir May I point out to P G Russell- 
Stnith that if I maintain 70mph. it is 


indeed my God-given right to drive 
from London to Newcastle in the 
middle lane of the motorway. There's 
no point in ducking and weaving 
between groups of slower vehicles. 
And if Mr Russell-Smith sat 500 
yards behind me at 70mph we would 
all gel there safely and at the 
maximum legal speed. 

S OLDFIELD 
LondonW3 
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Send down 
the clones 


Sin Fay Weldon’s suggestion, died by 
Andrew Marr r Galileo. Copernicus - 
and now Dolly!", 26 February ), that 
the great sad dle good should one day 
be rewarded with cloning permh& 
leads me to hope that the iong-mnning 
“nature versus nurture” debate may 
one day be ended by the spectacle of a 
eminent judge being obliged to send to 
prison, for numerous crimes, a 
delinquent young clone of himself. 
SIMON DAY 
Bristol 

Sin Any engineer will tell you that it 
is (relative^) easy to design a product 
such as an aircraft or a computer 
program that will do what it is 
intended to do. !t is much more 
difficult to ensure that it doesn't do 
what it is not intended to do. 

By all means done living creatures, 
but just because one sheep has been 
successfully test-flown does not mean 
that some future cloning experiments 
will not lead to catastrophic crashes. 
Professor CHARLES HUGHES 
Felixstowe, Suffolk 

Sin Human cloning would eliminate 
the need for men. but not for women. 
Would this be a good thing? 

ROBERT A SANDOW 
London W4 


Living folk arts 
of England 

Sir. The belief that canal boal an is 
the only surviving indigenous folk art 
in England is erroneous (report, 21 
February). The “dressing” of crooks, 
decks and market sticks with 
ramshoro, heated, pressed and 
carved, has been practised for many 
generations. 

Ramshom has been used in many 
countries for providing the hook at 
the top of the shepherd’s crook but in 
England the farms were large enough 
to support a full-time shepherd. The 
long winter evenings gave time for the 
shepherd slowly to compress and 
bend the horn into shape, over the 
tall “chimney ” ofl lamp. Carving the 
born into animal shapes followed. 

There are about a thousand 
members of the British Stickmakers 
Guild, who, during the summer 
months, at agricultural fairs, hold 
“best stick" competitions. Mercifully, 
the an world and academia have taken 
little notice of tins craft, practised by 
the untutored and unselfconsdous in 
garden sheds and bams. 

PETER MASKENS 
Hornchurch, Essex 

Sin Derbyshire well-dressing still 
continues, and involves production of 
mosaic pictures inlaid on moist day 
with flower petals, leaves and other 
natural materials. Another surviving 
English folk art. also ephemeral, is 
the “sanding" of streets in Knutsford, 
Cheshire on Knutsford Royal May 
Day. This involves men with bags of 
dyed sand creating mottoes and 
patterns on the ground, 

ALEXANDER CHABLO 
Manchester 


Rough justice 

Sir: As a national serviceman in the 
Royal Pioneer Corps in the Fifties I 
was frequently involved in preparing 
paperwork for courts martial (“MoD 
braced as judges outlaw courts 
martial”. 2b February). 

They all bad three things in 
common. The prosecuting officer was 
an intelligent, ambitious captain flic 
became a brigadier). The defence was 
conducted bv a rather gormless 
National Service second lieutenant. 1 
don't recall anyone being found not 
guilty. 

JOHNAULTON 
Alcester, Warwickshire 


LETTER from 
THE EDITOR 


H ere is a minor dilemma 
of the kind ihai faces all 
newspapers. On Thurs- 
day evening, we ‘'knew” ihe 
result of the Wirral by-election. 
Opinion polling can be wrong, 
but for the Conservatives to 
have held the seat, the polls 
would have had to have been 
wildly, extraordinarily, mas- 
sively wrong. All the ordinary 
evidence, culled from weeks of 
reporting, canvassing and 
analysing, would have had to 
have been equally oui. We also 
knew thai our early pre-resuli 
editions would be read by peo- 
ple who had heard figures on 
radio or television. 

So the dilemma was this: did 
we run a story saying "Labour 
wins WirraJ", which was true 
(but not yet): or one saying 
“Labour hopes to win Wirral". 
which would have been safe, bui 
would have looked unbearably 
wet and ignorant the next morn- 
ing? After heated discussion, we 
went for “New Labour motors 
home", above a picture of the 
cheery candidate and his wife in 
the back of tbeir car. Clear 
enough. But what if the polls 
were wrong, went the cry. Weil, 
said the sub-editor, we could 
always say it meant, “New 
Labour motors home ... lo 
London to work out what went 
wrong in the Wirral by-elec- 
tion." This ranks as the least 
convincing journalistic alibi 
heard hr the office this year. 

Why do all newspapers, includ- 
ing this one. have a slightly flat- 
tened, smudgy look? Knowing 
people tell me ft s the “bundler". 
the print site machine which 
parcels papers up. This week I 
went to our W&tford prim site to 
see The Independent thunder 
through the presses. I was struck 
by the glossy, pin-sharp fresh- 
ness of the colour and words 
when they first emerged, slightly 
damp and warm, smelling, to an 
editors nose, better than new 
bread. So what happens? The 
bundler. a harmless looking 
creature, is not the culprit. It is 
simply thai the papers are 
stacked in ferries for hours, aod 
the weight presses down on the 
colour and print. They look 
flattened because they have 
been. I just thought you'd like to 
know. 

One of the odder, but more 
enjoyable meetings of the week 
was breakfast with the Serbian 


opposition leaders who have 
swamped the streets of Bel- 
grade with pro-democracy 
demonstrations for many 
weeks. The bearded and charis- 
matic Vuk Draskovic, a man 
straight from Dostoevsky, told 
droll tales about the effects of 
dictatorship on his fellow coun- 
trymen. One was a deep-seated 
fear of people in power and a 
corresponding caution about 
voting. Recently'. Draskovic had 
visited a rich’ supporter and 
found his house filled with por- 
traits of himself. The man was 
flattering, generous and 
scathing about the Serb regime. 
But he wound up the meeting 
by warning: "I will not vote for 


‘Labour hopes to 
win Wirral* would 
have been the 
safe headline, 
but it would have 
looked unbearably 
wet and ignorant 
the next morning 


you. I vote for Milosevic." 
When Vuk asked why. the busi- 
nessman nervously but firmly 
replied: “I will not vote for you 
- until you are elected." 

Lunch ai a television company 
included a short discussion 
about cloning and medicine. 
Another guest was Ken Living- 
stone. who worked as a theatre 
assisiam in a London hospital 
in the Sixties. He told a chilling 
story. Apparently, back then, a 
high proportion of people who 
had open heart surgery myste- 
riously died during the opera- 
tion. Eventually, an American 
doctor queried whether it was 
entirely sensible to use the eight 
to 10 pints of Wood needed Tor 
the operation straight from the 
fridge. The global medical 
equivalent of a' stunned .silence 
followed. Across the world, 
patients had simply been chilled 
to death. Once hospitals started 
warming the blood, the death 
rate fell dramatically. Never let 
it be said that this column fails 
to find something to brighten 
your Saturday morning. 

Andre s? Marr 


UNQUOTE 


Ai the roots Of his hostility to her [Margaret Thatcher! is a 
macho streak which sees only a subservient role for women, 
however talented, and a resentment that a woman achieved the 
supreme office which he coveted and which was denied him - 
Lord Tebbit on ihe Deputy Prime Minister, Michael Hc.uiunt 

The voters did not just vote against a discredited Tory govern- 
menL they voted for New Labour - Ben Chapman, winner*.# ihe 
U rrml South by-election and the area V first Labour MP 

Wouldn’t you love to be cloned? I think I would. This has noth- 
ing to do with vanity, with thinking the world would be a better 
place if there was another one of me going on after I'm dead. It 
is pure curiosity - Richard Dawkins. Professor of Public Under- 
standing of Science at Oxford Lwmsiry 

Low inflation is the product of sound Toiv policies. You may he 
able to clone a sheep but you can't clone successful Chancellors 
-Kenneth Clarke, Chancellor of the Exchequer 

Britain has long adopted the ostrich position when it comes to 
teenage sex - Alison Hadley, national policy officer of Bn <ok 
Advisory Centres 

The English aristocracy is now only the middle class with knobs 
on - Vivienne Westwood, designer 
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the Saturday story 


Dolly the 
done is the 
story of the 
decade, 
maybe even 
the century. 
Why? 

Because she 
embodies our 
greatest fears 
and hopes, 
says Peter 
Popham 
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The sheep of firings to come: Dolly captivates the world’s media at her first photo-can 


Photograph: Jeremy Suttoh-fflJbert 


The sheep that shook the world 



his was the week 
when, thanks to 
Dolly, the cloned 
sheep, the United 
Stales rediscovered 
William Blake. "'Little Iamb, 
who made thee? Dost thou 
know who made thee?'” 
intoned the editorial column of 
the Christian Science Monitor 
solemnly. 

In Dolly's case, of course, the 
answer was Dr Ian Wilmut of 
Roslin Laboratories near Edin- 
burgh. Dolly's mild, myopic 
features nosed out of front 

K across the world as. not 
e first time and certainly 
not for the last, the whole 
planet went done crazy. 

Prominent columnists made 
the most dramatic compar- 
isons. James K Glassman in 
the Washington Post con- 
ducted his own one-man 
Dutch auction. "Dolly is the 
biggest story of the year, 
maybe of the decade, or even 
of the century." he enthused, 
thereby echoing the view of 
Joseph Rotblat. nuclear physi- 
cist and winner of the Nobel 
Peace Prize, that Dolly's cre- 
ation was equal in importance 


to the building of the atom 
bomb. 

It was a lot for a mere sheep 
to take on board. Along with 
Blake, innocence and the atom 
bomb, many of the 2Ulh cen- 
tury's nastier ghosts rose from 
their tombs and clanked their 
chains. For although the use of 
the idea of cloning in sci- 
encefiction goes back only half 
a century, and only entered 
popular discourse after the 

P ublication of Alvin Toffler’s 
iuure Shock in 1970, the idea 
that man might - or must - con- 
trol the quality of human breed- 
ing. and that human beings 
might be mass-produced for 
particular functions just like 
widgets in a facloty. is one of 
our favourite nightmares. 

Wells explored the idea in 
The Time Machine, Huxley in 
Brave New World, and large 
swathes of intellectual opinion 
in Britain and elsewhere 
backed the idea of practical 
eugenics in the 1920s and 
1930s. Only after Hitler came 
to power and began to put the 
ideas into practice for the cre- 
ation of a master race did 
evervone realise that the whole 


idea stank. Eugenics remains as 
solemn a taboo as antisemitism, 
which helps to explain why 
German reaction to Dolly's 
advent has on the whole been 
both bleak and forceful. 

"Germans are extremely sen- 
sitive to the issue.” Peter Ben- 
ninghoff-Luehl, an expert in 
genetic engineering at the Kon- 
rad Adenauer Institute, said. 
"Because of our history, there 
would be near-unanimous out- 
rage here if anyone ever tried to 
cloae u human.” Die Welt 
agreed: "The cloning of human 
beings would fit precisely into 
Adolf Hiller's world view ... 
there is no doubt that he would 
have used this technology inten- 
sively if it had been available at 
that time. Thank God it wasn't." 

The peculiarity about the 
Dolly bombshell.* as the Ger- 
man reaction shows, is the 
degree to which the world was 
ready for it. To the great mass 
of people outside secretive sci- 
entific circles, the atomic 
bomb, even as it burst over 
Hiroshima, was a profound 
and terrifying mystery. Besides 
feeling terror and shock (and 
gratitude), no-one knew what 
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to think for weeks and months 
afterwards. 

In the case of cloning, how- 
ever, the first shoe dropped way 
back in the 1960s, with the 
cloning of plants. We've had the 
best part of 40 years to get our 
responses ready. “It's unbeliev- 
able." raved Lee Silver, a biology 
professor at Princeton Univer- 
sity, for whom the announce- 
ment came just in time for a 
rewriting of the first chapter of 
his forthcoming book, “It basi- 
cally means there are no limits. 
It means that all science fiction is 
true. They said it could never be 
done and now here it is, done 
before 2000." Scientists were 
astonished and the rest of us had 
our joke-books to hand. 

The Munich newspaper 
Ahcndzeitung, bucking the 
solemn German response, 
printed five identical pictures of 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl over a 
front-page banner headline 
reading "Genetics researchers 
say they could now clone Kohl." 
Other lucky candidates for 
doning swam rapidly into view 
elsewhere. “Imagine live 
Michael Jordans playing five 
other Michael Jordans," invited 
syndicated Washington DC 
columnist George F Will Oth- 
ers soon raised the point that, as 
the Washington Prist editori- 
alised, “The people likeliest to 
succumb to the temptation are 
just the people one least wants 
to have around in perpetuity." In 
other words, the megalomaniacs, 
the narcissists, and all those 
people willing to cough up 


$120,000 to have themselves 
frozen throughout eternity on 
the off-chance of something 
turning up. If it is these people 
rather than the meek who are 
going to inherit the earth, per- 
haps the German paper Han- 
delsblatt was right to rumble out 
the warning, “With the cloning 
of an adult creature, humans can 
put an end to evolution." 

The fantasies about cloning, 
whether about happy me-dones 
or awesome Jordan clones or 


teased and titillated us with its 
horrors and charms. 

Just a month ago, the notion 
was revived in a new form in the 
Independent on Sunday in an 
essay by Tom Wolfe introducing 
the ideas of the American socio- 
biologist Edward O Wilson, 
who, attempting to clinch the 
age-olid nature versus nurture 
argument decisively in favour of 
nature, has stated that the 
human being is not bom a tab- 
ula rasa waiting to be filled by 


6 Many of the 20th 
century's nastier ghosts 
have risen from their tombs 
and clanked their chains?.. 


evil slave armies, take us 
straight to the heart of why this 
is a topic that has given us 
delightful frights for a century 
or more. It is the most solemn 
belief of our civilisation that 
every person is bom unique; it 
is also our experience of each 
other, and the basis for our 
reliance on such devices as fin- 
gerprints and DNA testing. 

But for nearly 200 years, we 
have been leased by the achieve- 
ments of industnalisalion, of 
the mass production of identical 
objects. At least since the inven- 
tion of photography, the idea 
that identical human beings 
might also be turned out ui 
some great Xerox machine has 


experience but rather as “an 
exposed negative waiting to be 
slipped into developer fluid." 
for example, as Wbtfegoes era 
to expand, quoting identical 
twin research at the University 
of Minnesota, “an individual's 
happiness is largely -genetic. 
Some people are hardwired to. 
be happy and some are not" 
Wolfe sees this decisive shift 
of the debate in favour of the 
nature tendency gathering force 
as the millenmum approaches. 
“Today ... barely three years 
before the end of the millen- 
nium, if your appetite for news- 
papers, magazines and television 
is big enough, you will quickly get 
the impression that there is noth- 


ing myour life, mdurfiog the fat, 
content of your body, that is not 

^ThaTis^ ^itext 

into which Doily, in her flawed 
innocence, has crash 'landed.' 
Wolfe sees a culture -bracing 
itself for the imminent 

announc ement not only that the 

soul is dead, but that it never 
existed. “Exposed , negatives 
waiting to be slipped into the 
developing fluid of experience" 
is all we have a right to imagine 
ourselves to be. SdmitisJswfflin 
time reproduce us as readfly.as 
chocolate bars, and the resuftiag 
doneswiD have asEttfoconnec- 
, tion as a cfcocolaieto. anything 
beyond the contmgertries of eiis- 
. fence. -AD the fliuskaas winch 
have mutored oarcmHsation 
■wifi, by then have burned away 

Perhaps this hysterical junc-; 
tore is a proper moment to stop 
and assess - for once again, the 
apocalyptic and' the vapidly 
optimisne have fetched 'them- . 
’ selves, to pur -wagon and are 
dragffli^to ^eep nxfoVa sd-fi 

• Rjr one thing, the.Tnthnsely 
' loaded word “done" mightuse- 

“identic^twitf’.^s a^coo^ 
spondeot to the Independent 
painted om, identical twins, like' 
clones, share all their DNA; and 
identical twins (but not clones 
like Dolly) also share nine 
months of incomparable inti- 
macy inside the womb. Identical 
twins can of coarse be hard to 




teO apart; but rio-one dashes the 
distinctive humanity of. each 
twin, despite' theur twin-ness. 
The wcufejcarixm-copy or 
•Xerox are newer. ^)plied to 
iwinSv not because they arc 
. insulting bat because they are 
plain vmsigf v-.- 
As for the correctness or 
wrongness 6ft&e.“exposedneg- 
ative"- metaphor, one of the 
fong-rangebesefiKofthe Dolly 
• breatohroi^hniaybettat,if and 
when human beings axe suc- 

ceadoBy dqBe^ammtkts will 
finall y have the wherewithal to 
fey the namrefeurture debate to 
rest. Oik way or the other, we 
wiD know for sure- whether and 
to what extent we are born or 
made. Until then, the jury 
remainsouL '. . 

Accept, at least for the sake 
-.ofaigument,1iiataIIthetalkof 
slave armies and eugenics and 
master races and brain-dead 
organ factories isso modi tit- 
illating nonsense, passed 
arcana gleefully as our ances- 
tors passed around tales of 
ghosts and witcfaes»Does that 
mean thai Dolly shoald hold no 
terrors for os? Instead of alarm- 
ing ourselves, should we be 
toasting a (theoretical) way to 
end to the extinction of all 
endangered species? . 

N ot altogether. The real 
cause for anxiety about 
human doping, surely, 
concerns the psychological 
predicament of the cloned indi- 
vidual. This isnoi a predicament 

m doning, but s also 
raised by many of the new pos- 
sibilities created try advances in 
anfeyalogy, whereby, for exam- 
ple, babies can beborri to long- 
dead parents. 

The creation of Dolly raises 
this anxiety anew, and with 
special inteusity.As George 
Will wrote in the Washington 
Post, “Connections with par- 
ents, siblmgs and ancestors are 
integral to being human ..." 
Haw will an individual fere 
when shorn of all such cornice 
tions?Do we not risk bringing 
intobeing a uniquely profound 
form, of existential loneliness? 
ArgiiaHy, itis cfely in a^soaety 
such as pitts where family rela- 
tionships are already far more 
attenuated than elsewhere, that 
such arstep could be contem- 
plated without horror. In our 
insensitivity, we could produce 
children who have good reason 
to hate their (nqp-)parents with 
a special passion. • * 

Tbe good news fethat, oatsde 
of murder, they probably won’t 
be able to do much about it. The 
Americans bante .thought this 
through already. Sue Goetindc, 
.fife sciences water of the Dallas 
Morning News, quotes John 
Robertson* professor of few and 
ethics ajt theUniyeraty of Texas 
at Austin, who is very dear on 
tins primt ’Any person born 
! tiuough ckming would have no 
right to sue for damages,” she 
writes beforequotin'g Professor 
Robertson; “Tfexasaad most 
, states. Ldon’t recognize claims 
.that I have been wronged by 
being bom in that way." 

at 


jo brand’s 




Jo is away in Spain, and 1 
know that this lime it is 
Madrid rather than Malaga 
and the Prado rather than 
the Pizzeria. She has 
persuaded The Independent 
to trust me with the column, 
thus enabling me to realise 
journalistic ambitions that 
were early, but short-lived. 
This week's struggle for 
words has identified that 
writing is a darn sight more 
demanding than listening 
and talking, those essential 
social work skills. 

On Friday, the first day of 
the week for Saturday ' 
columnists, I stood in my 
Ludlow kitchen and cheered 
with Michael Hickey. 
Vincent Hickey and Jimmy 
Robinson. I cried with 
Michael Hickey and his 
Mum, and I felt an intense 
sense of joy at the triumph 
over injustice. I wooden do 
those Tory ministers who 
were so “comfortable" with 
the original guilty verdict 
feel any sense of self-doubt. 

and might there be a public 
apology? As Z think about 
those two splendid women, 
Ann Whelan and Ann Sheet, 
I am proud to be in the 
family or women, and I feel 
an envy of the strength of 
those particular women that 


allowed them to stand up 
against the gross 
institutional dishonesty and 
legal inertia. What lessons 
there are for those wanting 
to tackle the injustices in 
our society with which, I am 
sure, those same Tory 
ministers feel comfortable. 
We need strong women 
backed up by decent and 
honest men; thank you Mr 
Nichol and Mr Foot Sadly 
such a description doesn’t 
seem to fitapyof the 
political parties. 

Classic FWs adverts aren't 
a bundle of laughs, with 
numerous charitable appeals 
scoring high on the cringe 
factor, and with the 
NSPCC’s pre-Christmas 
appeal leading the field. 

Tins week, though, they 
have redeemed themselves. 
Tbe water companies of 
England and Wales are 
proclaiming their public- 
spirited approach to service 
provision with little vignettes 
describing their laudable 

activities, and finishing with 
“just one of the success 
stories the water industry 
can tell". I haven't had such 
a good laugh out of an 
advertisement for a long 
time, and if it should work 
well perhaps the agency 



could set about selling 
Douglas Hogg as the fanners’ 
friend. 

The torn-on of the week was 
found in unexpected 
quarters. The Sleepmg Beauty 
hardly promises erotica, but 
Birmingham Royal Ballet 
came up trumps in die form 
of Anthony King’s Bluebird. I 
can't Hiinit of many 
performances that could ” 
raise the temperature by 
several degrees in the 
auditorium of an afternoon 
matinee - but then there 
can't be too many thighs like 
his around. 

So the big hair brigade is 
not plagued with bad hair 
days. We discover that a large 
chunk of the Legal Aid fund 
finds its way into the coffers 
of individual QCs. The 


figures quoted by the Lord 
’ Chancellor's depar tme nt 
range from £300,000 to mote 
than £500,000. There is a . . 
rider which somehow doesn't 
massively reassure me. It- 
seems that these payments , 
relate to cases dosed in\ 
1995/96 and, as the Cbanman 
of the Bar says, “These 
figures do not represent 
annual earnings so no real 
conclusion can be drawn 
from them." How about ’• 
“There are some.mce little. _ 
earners to be bad out -of ’ . 
limited taxpayers’ funds”?-It ' , 
would be good to be able to •’ 
sit In court in the future and 
not hear witnesses'harassed 
on tiie subject qf the .. . . 

compensation they.maylbe •: . 
hoping to claim or have 
darned already, a tactic Used 
by banisters to illustrate how 
worthless is the evidence 


being given, -because the : .. 
mdmduallmB'a desire to 
have some fTnanda? reward 
for thesufifering.be has 
experienced. ' 

I telephoued jd to let her 
know tftat the co lumn vras 
written, and, discovered that 
she and her mate were in a. 
Thridsh bath-Iwas 
; impressed by the liberafity of 
- flw S^anith: mhwt T Virltidi ’ 

baths ... Mi was: exercised 
.byihe question of^ where flue 
bathers putth«rmobile 
phones. An almost ;...v 
Tnnwdlste call beck wiped 
out niiy surreal linage of : 
steam swfrSug around 'foe 
moandscrif male and female 
bodies to the tune of ringing 
mobile phones.lt seems fbley 
were iuaThrldsh ban 

Thank ypuJafofthfa 1 
unusual example of nepotism, 
thank you editor for the. . 
opportunity of five minu tes of 
fame/and thank youAshley 
Coombes for. the photo . 
sessfon.- My photo of yottis. 
great If your photo of me s 
not so good then I shall-, take 
comfort m taumring that the . 
prbeess was. good even if the 
oufitomc wasnot, -cme ofthe 
m?gor„defences-dr a soefal . 
worker. .* ;; 

’ \ Jqyce Brand • 
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^ TTt was .. 

I that the Royal Family plans 

- -i-to open a Web she on the 
'■ Internet. But - after bribing a 

footman — I am able to give 
v readers of Saturday’* Indepen- 
dent (terrific value at 6Dp) a 
sneak preview of the Queen’s 

- homepage: 

{Large coat of arms, Kan, uni-- 
, com, etc. J 

, Welcome to Majesty Web site - 
: . the only Net venue for all the 
information, gossip and news 
.. about Great Britain’s Royal 
Family, as it goes about the 


- ; . and defending the faith; 

Press bene for entry to Royal 
Heritage. Ibur round the palace 
of your choice in one of two 
• ■ guided trips: Brusque- with the 
virtual reality HRH Prince 
1. Philip. Extra Slow But Gracious 
- with HM the Queen Mother. 

, ,] Or visat the site of an important 
: 7 historic event in the dramatic 
V tale of the world's most fomous 
. . ; royals. Qick and see real-time 
„ • re-enactments of these places 
. . ; and events: The Great Gallery, 
Windsor, 1993. Queen Victoria's 
drawing room, Osborne, 1883. 
The bedroom at Higt^rove any 
night in August 1984. A third- 
floor apartment. Mayfair. 

Sound -gallery. Press here to ■ 
relive those great Royal 
•’ moments: 

King George's visit to the - 
- East Bid, 1941 (including the 
famous “lord luv yer, yet 
' majesty”); Hie Coronation of 
1952; A Silver Jubilee Street 
1 Party rathe Wirral, 1977; Tbfc 
Royal Wedding 1981 (hear ’ 
- . Diana mess up that name 
again!); The Squidgeygate 
_ > tapes; Panorama; Ruby . Wax; 

. .. Fexgie and the chimp. • 

Go on a tour of the flora and 
: fauna. of the estates of the 
Duchy of Cornwall. Prince 
; Charles is your guide. Or visit 
the BigEars Homepage for 
news and views on organic farns- 
mg, architecture, the teaching of 
' ' English Uterature,or the Busb- 
men of the Kalahari. 

Is there a chfld at your PC? 
Then try Beatrice and 'Euge- 
nie's Kids’ Komer. Features 
include a special children’s, 
advice page on handling moves 
- and, of course. Animal 
Adventure, where the different 
bores of shotguns needed to 
bring down anything furred or 


feathered are. discussed simply, 
and frankly. Or how about 
' Wflfy’s Arcade- Game, , where 
you pit yourself against a. hand- 
some prince for the coveted 
title “Deerstalker^ 

For something more adult 
click, here for Fergie and 
Uiana’s Internet Agony Col- 
umn. Discover the Princess’s 
answers , to " your roost- fre- 
quently asked questions on 
bulimia, shopabolfe, the other" 
. woman, second time around, 
or making a million. 

Also available:' health. and 
beauty rips,., including mani- 
cures, pedicures (manual),, 
pedicures, (oral), nm clothes 
tested, getting outoiEmorames 
without showing one's knickers 
(advanced course). \ 

• . Press here for full-colour 
portraits of the Royal Family - 
including those hands) 

Fancy a trip to the Royal 
LdsorePages, with T&ra Palmer. 

. Tbmpkinson as your on-line 
hostess? From the comfort of 
your own armchair, experience 
skiing at Klosters orsoafring up 
the sun in.Mustique - places 
you coufo never hi^pe to visit in 
pexsoni (frgO'wjth.'Ihra to the 

Sophie 

are imfo (nofiuog-we’ie sure)), 
wFances5Margaret?syiew on 
what" makes a. great chaser. In 
saasonwetakeyou-ia Henley, 
Aseptj^Gdodwood^-and the 
Royal Bax at Wfembley. ; 

Efoaifc? ■cBdk.' hdre for the 
Queeu^Kx^Sites.R^^frm- 
fiieS-.-of 'HastBrn' Europe; , 
D«brett’3!'H<Knepaeff;Com- 
nicaa^i^Hft^OT Gqwsm~ 

' rBent^<meetjnfe‘olft96; Mrs 
Thatcher’s -. “demise, > 1990. 
Hyperlink' to. Queen Nooraf 
Jordan’s Harerapage, English 
Heriwge, The. Save Nicholas 
Soames Campaign, .. 

The RoyalEamfly: • 

is not a charity;: ; •- - •- >• 

is completely independent 
of the Government; 

protects -six historic palaces 
and a couple of ranch-houses, 
spends all of its income on the 
care and maintenance of. the 
land and buildings under its 
protection, and on representing 
this country. 

Information on this page is .' 
reproduced with the kind per- 
mission.of the Royal Family. 

For more information the 
Royal Family can be contacted 
ac Uz@aoLcom.uk; 


Don’t shoot the piano tuner, 
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the commentators 


he’s only gone to Cuba 


avaaa - mho, 
snt, ja xl, disco. 
st r Beethoven's 
Piano Concerto 
_ No. 31 trembling 
uncemdnly from the open door 
of a run-down shack m a 
Havana suburb? No! 

Como no! It's Certainly an 
unfamiliar sound, especially 
when played by a ragged- 
trousered teenager with a grin 
■as wide as the Straits of 
. ftarkto. 

Ludwig's stentorian chords 
tangle with the bells of hun- 
dreds of new Chinese “Hying 
Pigeon*' and "Friendship* bi- 
cycles whirring along Havana's 
3rd Avenue, while inside this 
improbable casa de musica , 
yellowing busts of Ludwig Van 
rattle ami roll on top of a 
Bechstein upright, gnawed by 
termites, as Romantic Ger- 
many’s finest reaches a heroic 
if wobbly condusioa. 

“Thai wasn't me playing.” 
says Ben Thmhaft, pianotuner 
and raibargo- breaker of Berk- 
eley, California. “I play Beet- 
hoven’s sonatas a little too fast 
and hard-for Goban tastes, or 
anyone’s taste for that matter. 
The great tiring is that there are 
more and more Cubans want- 
ing to play the piano. The sad 
flih® is that it’s hard toget pans 
and so many pianos are broken 
or out of tune. 

Tve been running my ’Send 
aPiana to Havana’ programme 
; for 18 months nowand taken 35 
- pianos and S3^00-worth of 

thtHtattsfto Cuba^Whether 
people want to play Beethoven 
or boogie, r don't mind. As a 
piano nut, I just' want them to 
bare the chance to learn and to 
exqpy plsgmg." ' 

Jesus Maria Gaspai is learn- 
ing. “My Beethoven is not all 
that great just, yet, but thanks 
for fastening,” he says. “I only 
got a chance to play him just 
before Christmas: Sheet music 

print It on also. It’s mudisim- 
pler just toimproyise with local 
sounds. As for pianos, they're 
as rare -as a hew car. Sand us 
some more, if you can; we can 
make good use of them.'* 

lb get 3£ pianos io Cuba 
has, you may have guessed, got 
■ficuhaft frtto hot water with' 
the US federal authorities. “I 
: stand accused of felony piano- 
tuning," he says, frying hard 
not to laugh. "Wry? Because 
"Washington imposed a trade 
embargo on the island in Feb- 
ruary 1962 and; 35 years on, 
any US citizen who buys so 
much as a three-peso shot of 
rum runs the risk of being 
prosecuted under the antique 
Trading "With the Enemy Act. 
as fischmoozingma bar m Old 
Havana were the equivalent of 
selling Grumman Hellcats to 
the Imperial Japanese Navy 
tine dsw after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor... 

• The trade embargo is a 
bizarre act of pique on the part 
of Washington, which, stirred 
up. fly the Cuban American 
National Foundation, aims to 


by Jonathan Glancev 



Jessica Mitford’s son stands accused of breaking the 
Trading 'With The Enemy Act for shipping pianos to 
Havana. His chosen form of defence is ridicule 


topple the 38-year-old Castro 
regime, and dreams of turning 
Havana into Miami and Cuba 
into Florida. Despite Con- 
gress’s best attempts to starve 
the island into submission (or 
insurrection against Castro), 
Cuba refuses to give up its 
independence. 

“when I went out a second 
time recently," says Treuhaft, 
“the US Treasury threatened 
me with a fine of SUra and a 
10-year prison sentence.” For 
sehdingpianos to Cuba? “Dur- 
ing the Gulf war, US companies 
were able to ship medical 
equipment and drugs to Iraq, 
but it they send them to Cuba, 
they are in danger of being 
busted and their personnel 
fined orsnprisoned. I went out 
and back dressed as a piano. If 
they were going to arrest roe 
when I got back home, they’d 
have had to have taken a card- 
board upright into custody. 

“When in Cuba, I send post- 
cards from Havana's Jose 


Marti Airport to the state offi- 
cials in charge of my case. My 
case worker is Ms B S ‘Betsy*’ 
Scatt, of the Foreign Assets 
Control Department of the 
US Treasury. Give her a call 
and ask her about roe. fl do: 
but Ms Scan, wise to Treuhaft s 
game, refuses to play.] 
“Buying a postcard at Jose 
Marti Airport is a criminal 
offence, of course, fora US cit- 
izen. so l send them to Sena- 
tor Robert Torricelli, too. Bob's 
the guy who penned and 
pushed through the Cuban 
Democracy Act of 1992, which 
really tightened American 
screws on Cuba. It is such 
repressive stuff that even anti- 
Castro Cubans felt the need to 
protest. After all, they’ve got 
family and friends here. It is 
hard to be as nasty as Bob 
when your grandchildren or 
nephews and nieces are wast- 
ing away while Americans get 
fatter and fatter. Bob’s address, 
by the way, is 728 Hart Senate 


Building, Washington DC 
20510, if ever you want to 
write or look him up." 

To date. Torricelli has refused 
to reply to Treuhafrs missives, 
while Ms Scatt’s Treasury 
department has held off from 
nailing the piano man. Even an 
official “cease and desist” order 
and a fine of SiO.OOO have yet 
to be enforced. 

Treuhaft s tactic of helping 
individual Cubans to play the 
piano while holding Washing- 
ton up to ridicule is clever, if 
dicey, it is also very much in the 
spirit of his late ’mother, the 
writer and human rights activist 
Jessica Mitford. Ben is Jes- 
sica’s son by her second hus- 
band. Bob Treuhaft. the cele- 
brated civil rights lawyer. 

A rebel to the core, Mitford 
was a card-carrying member of 
the Communist Party living 
and working in the States at the 
time she was subpoenaed by 
Joe McCarthy’s US House 
Committee on Un-American 


Activities. Mitford’s lactic was 
to encourage her opponents to 
make themselves appear ridi- 
culous. Her son is clearly a chip 
off the old block. Which US 
federal body is going to arrest, 
bankrupt or imprison a liberal 
and e.vtremeJy likeable Cali- 
fornian piano tuner for bright- 
ening up a few poor lives by 
shipping pianos to beleaguered 
Cuba? The first to do so will be 
the subject of international 
scorn. Treuhaft knows this. Ms 
Scans knows this, and so do 
Robert Torricelli and Bill 
Clinton. 

As Treuhaft wrote to Torri- 
celli this week. “Your Cuba 


Democracy Act was calculated 
to raichei up the embargo at 
Cuba’s darkest hour, and I 
guess it was meant in cause 
Cubans 10 revolt against our old 
enemy (Castro). That didn’t 
happen. Instead, the shortages 
of food and medicine meant 
that the kids became a bit more 
asthmatic and the aduhs got 
skinnier than ever, and on the 
streets of Havana and Santiago 
de Cuba the embargo was uni- 
versally condemned. Today, 
Fidel’s market reforms are 
gradually solving the food prob- 
lem. But the kids arc still sick." 

Skinny and wheezing, but 
eager to learn the piano. Jesus 
Maria Gaspia’s pal Camillo 
Gagarin {after the Soviet 
cosmonaut) Arbertz is turning 
the pages of the Beethoven 
score. T hope to go to the 
National Music School next 
year. Sure. I’d like to eat a lot 
more, but the piano will be my 
way to success.” 

If he makes it. will he want 
to make a break to Miami? 
"No. I’m happy to be Cuban, 
but I’d like to play in Paris or 
Madrid, Things are changing 
here: I’m confident I’ll get the 
chance." 

Maybe. Since Torricelli’s 
act was successfully steam- 
rollered through Congress, 
the Cuban government has 
signed a plethora of lucrative 
joint-venture deals with for- 
eign companies world-wide. 
Last year the number of for- 
eign visitors to Cuba exceeded 
1 million, and now that US 
dollars arc freely exchange- 
able in Havana into Cuban 
pesos, the economy has 
opened up and grown (7 per 
cent in 199&). This is a 
remarkable about-turn after 
the grim yeans from 1990 to 
1994. when Cubans were 
reduced to living like Third 
World peasants in their beau- 
tiful, if crumbling, cities. 

Cubans may be beginning to 
eat adequately, if not particu- 
larly well, and the economy is 
evidently growing, though anti- 
US feeling is still riding high on 
the embargoed island. But, 
because this is Cuba - hot, sexy. 
Caribbean - there is always 
time to forget international 
politics and sabre-rattling, and 
to dance to a tittle music. 

While the US Treasury 
decides whether or not to shoot 
( metaphorically, of course) the 
piano tUDer from California, 
Cubans mlsa on. And the 
sound of brass, bass, guitar 
and rhythm sticks is under- 
pinned by emhargo-busting 
American pianos stroked and 
hammered by the likes of Jesus 
Maria and Camillo Gagarin. 
Roll over Beethoven, and tell 
Bill Clinton the news. 
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damaged women of Africa 
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I have just returned from 
making a TV documentary 
in Kapcfaorwa District - a 
part of Uganda that is popu- 
lated by the Sabtny tribe, which 
still practises female genital 
mutilation (some people prefer 
less emotive and condemnatory 
descriptions such as “female 
genital outing " and “female 
circumcision"). As an African 
myself, but Westernised, and a 
feminist, l did not want to 
make a "film that merely 
attacked tb&Sabmys for being 
misogynous “savages’’. 

Yes, there are unprogressive 
elements, bnt I had heard that 
some Sabtny girls and parents 

were It^sitigto submit to gen- 
ital mutflation. And I wanted to 
focus on foese pioneerewho are 
rejecting a practice that not 



rV ’ : 
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can 


afco : lead to infection, 
ucontmencei permanent dis- 
ability, infertility; chfldmrtn 
implications and death. 

• Kapdhcawa isaremoteana 

argcly unropderaised, sensat- 
onaliy beautiful, mountainous 
egion near- Uganda's border 
vith Kenya- The film crew-and 
arrived during the "dreum- 
isioD season" ■— which takes 
lace -every, two years, 
mber. 


Mai should 
not bear all 
the blame 
for the 
shameful 
tradition of 
female 


hope -and joy, they were a 
minority. My trip to Kapcfaorwa 
was a harrowing experience: 

Girls =■? a^ed 13 to IS - were 
held down in village clearings 
while their, dit orises were sliced 
off, wiib razors and without 
anaesthetic. The atmosphere 
was festive - much drinking, 
cheerful chanting and merry 
" (fencing - accompanied this 
' macabre public circus. And the 
girls, though stoically silent dur- 
ing and after- tile operation, 
were dearly in agony and shock. 
Blood trickled down their legs. 
They could barely walk. 

. 1 wondered how many of 
them would be dead or crippled 
tjy Easter, it is hard to believe 
that this butchery is still con- 
doaed in most African countries. 
’Hired months on, I still wake up 
ib the middle of the night, tear- 
ful and incandescent with rage. 

Wbat angers me most is the 
active involvement of women. 
Female genital mutilation is 
often blamed on male chauvin- 
ism and patriarchal sorial val- 
ues. And Ir is true that for too 
many African men will not 


in 
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I hope titaf we succeeded re 
lakingfl fairiy positive film that 
id not obsessively dwell on 



xaent and . 

But Jcarmot 
them.. While __ 
wrfissives inspired 


argues 

Donu 

Kogbara 


It is also true that female 
genital mutilation originates in 
a male desire to control female 
sexuality, to eliminate the 
female libido, to punish women 
’ and to enhance male sexual 
pleasure (some women under- 
go iafibuiation, a radical form 
of mutilation which leaves them 
with tiny vaginal openings). ■ 
So, yes, let’s blame rhe men 
for being bastards. Bat what 


about the women who eagerly 
collude in their own violation? 
The “surgeon” in Kapchoiwa - 
a woman - gleefully informed 
me that mutilation is good for 
women, and that she never 
mutilates anyone who doesn't 
want to be mutilated. Many of 
the mutilated mothers, grannies, 
big sistere and aunts of her most 
recent victims wholeheartedly 
agreed with her claims. 

The 116,000-strong Sobinys 
comprise only 5 percent of the 
Ugandan population. And the 
male -dominated Ugandan gov- 
ernment does not approve of 
female genital mutilation. But 
its exhortations are dismissed 
or resented by most Sabiny 
females. Indeed, when Ugan- 
dan TV screened a programme 

about the disadvantages of 
mutilation, they rebelled, in- 
stead of welcoming an excuse to 
escape the knife. That year, a 
record number of Sabiny 
women" requested mutilation. 

According to a United Nat- 
ions Population Fund (UNFPA) 
document; “In the early 
Nineties, attempts to enforce 
compliance with international 
health and human rights norms 
created a backlash. Local 
(Sabiny) women who had 
evaded the custom embraced 
the Wade asan ad of resistance 
to cultural interference.'’ 

Female genital mutilation is 
unconditionally denounced by 
some African women, such as 
Efua Dorkenoo and Ramat 
Mohammed, a Ghanaian and a 
Nigerian who Jim Forward, an 


ill-resourced but dynamic 
lobbying group based ’in Lon- 
don. But in Sierra Leone (one 
of many examples), women's 
secret societies enthusiastically 
endorse mulilaiiOD. Members 
of these societies perform the 
operation and aggressively 
threaten those who oppose iu 

An estimated 6.000 girls are 
mutilated every day in Africa, 
and an estimated 120 million 
living women have undergone 
some form of genital mutilation. 
But when 1 complain about 
these horrifying statistics, it is 
often women who tell me to 
Shut Up. Women from Somalia 
and Sudan (where 90 per cent 
are mutilated) have told me io 
mind my own business when- 
ever I venture to suggest that 
female genital mutilation is 
sado-masoebistic, shameful, 
unnecessary and incompatible 
with the latc-JOth century. 

In the UK, 13,000 British- 
born children whose parents 
hail from Africa are at risk 
from mutilation. Frequently, it 
is their mothers who insist that 
they go back to Africa in (he 
school holidays to be mutilated. 

Meanwhile, there are men 
who are either uncompromis- 
ing opponents of the practice - 
or simply not as committed to 
it as some women. Sometimes 
it is men who look sheepish 
when I rant about the evils of 
mutilation, and it is fathers 
who logically assess the ■‘bene- 
fits’’ and decide that their 
daughters should be spared. 

Sometimes it is men who 


firmly echo my view that there 
is an urgent need for action. 
Jackson Chekweko runs Reach, 
an anti-mutilation initiative in 
Kapcfaorwa sponsored by the 
UNFPA. Chekweko. a Sabiny 
graduate, uses gemic persua- 
sion and education as tools. He 
does not Jose his temper or opt 
for a “you backward natives’’ 
approach. 

Nevertheless, this mild- 
mannered man docs regard 
mutilation as barbaric and he 
seemed much more- upset about 
it than any of the local women 1 
interviewed. Even those Sabiny 
women who swore that they’d 
never he willmcjy murilaied wen: 
less obviously furious about the 
practice than Chekweko. 

I do not want to give the false 
impression that men like Chek- 
weko are commonplace . Nor 
do I want to undermine the 
extremely valuable input of the 
many women of all races who 
have fought a £Ood fight against 
female genital mutilation. 
Female genital mutilation is 
probably actively opposed by 
more women than men. 

Bui why should any woman 
support it? 1 will, no doubt, be 
accused of attacking victims 
who don’t know any better. 
But I'm sick of the view that 
African women are brainless 
children who can't be criticised 
for passionately embracing 
oppression and possible death. 

The film can be seen in the 
Correspondent’ slat on BBC 2, at 
6.55 tonight. 



A minute after this photo was taken, the dog was beaten, 
soaked with water and electrocuted. 

Her crime? To be bom in Ada where dealing with the world's 
biggest stray dog problem is a cruel affair. 

Sometimes, the power supply Is not strong enough to ktil 
;e Ms. So some are buried aBve. 


The World Society for the Protection of Animals Is working 
with local authorities and animal welfare groups to convince 
them to neuter not MR We’re helping by supporting shelters 
and supplying vital veterinary equipment. 

£10 is all it takes to humanely neuter and care for one 
dog. Ybu can help us save dogs like this and other fmweent 
animals. Please send what you can now. Thank you. 
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Trader suspended as 



Tom Stevenson 
and John Willcock 


NatWest stunned the City late 
last night with a warning that its 
first-half profits would take a 
£50m hit to cover serious “mis- 
pricing errors” on the interest 
rate options book run by its in- 
vestment banking arm, Nat West 
Markets. The announcement 
came only days after the bank 
accompanied' full-year results 
with the promise that its deriv- 
atives business was “tightly con- 
trolled”. 

NatWesr declined to elabo- 


rate on a terse statement that 
read: “As a result of its internal 
checking procedures NaiWest 
Markets has discovered mis- 
pricing errors in its interest 
rate options book. A senior 
trader has been suspended for 
failure to supervise, pending the 
conclusion of an internal in- 
quiry” 

NatWest said it had already 
made a report to the Securities 
and Futures Authority (SFA) 
about another trader, who is un- 
derstood to have carried out the 
mispricing to balance his posi- 
tion in a manner similar to the 


attempts by Nick Leeson, the 
rogue trader who brought down 
Barings, to unwind previous 
trading errors. He has subse- 
quently left the firm. 

It is thought the suspended 
employee was the rogue trad- 
ers supervisor who would have 
been expected to notice irreg- 
ularities of this sort. He would 
remain suspended, NatWest 
said, until an internal inquiry 
had been conducted into the 
events leading to the £50m hit. 

One trader familiar with the 
interest rate options market 
said it would be relatively easy 


to inflate profits by £50m and 
it was not thought that the 
problem necessarily pointed to 
more systematic fraud. 

Nat West’s shares are certain 
to come under pressure on 
Monday thanks to the timing of 
the announcement just after the 
market closed yesterday. 
Traders were speculating on a 
. Call of at least 20p on yesterday's 
close of 758-5p. 

Only three days ago, when 
NatWest announced profits of 
£1.12bn for 1996, down from 
£1.75bn, it made no mention of 
problems in its investment 


banking arm. It did, however, 
point to a sharp rise in the staff . 
costs from £510m to £726m. 

Martin Owen, chief executive 
of NatWest Markets, said the 
higher figure reflected the costs 
of acquisitions but the coinci- 
dence of. the rise with yester- 
day's announcement is sure to 
focus attention on the risks to 

finan cial institutions of Staff 
whose pay packages are highly 
geared to performance-related 
bonuses. 

The Bank of England is ex- 
pected to draw attention to the 
dangers of the City’s culture of 


hjgh bonuses when it issues a dis- 
cussion paper on Monday on 
“Remuneration and Risk”. It 
wiD say “Many employees in the 
financial sector receive 'a sig- 
nificant part of their, income m 
the form of profit-related bonus- 
es. They therefore have a per- 
sonal stake in the outcome ot the 
activities they carry ont-on be- 
half of their employer. If these 
employees have significant dis- 
cretion, tfaeoafinn soverallrisk 
profile may be influenced by its 
employees' attitudes to risk.” - 
The Bank's comments follow •• 
a diatribe earlier this week by 


Donald Gordon, chairman of fi- 
nancial services group liberty- 
International, in which he. 
warned of the risks inherent in 
“massive surge in over-mean-; 
ttvisatioo of personnel within 
fire investment banking and 
capital market sectors,; Tins has 


NatWest’s - d£b&de follows 
several other spectacular scant 
date mvoMa gTogue traders: 
Leeson managed to sink Bar- 


led to a,mnnber of financial ac- 
cidents and- will undoubtedly -, 
lead to more, dramatic cata- 
strophes”-. . ' . . . . . :V 
A spokesman, for the SfA 
said: “I can confirm 'that 
NatWest Markets have report- 
ed these matters to ns anqwe. 
are studying them.”. : - - - 


. hank, virtualtyiacgle handeq£, 
wbenhisunsuperriseti futures - J 
-t raftin^ r^ked “UplosS^of 

Singapore JbeHoWmg; a cxnrvic- . 
tion for unauthorised reading. 

Yasuo ^axnanaka, Sumito- 
mo’s “Mr Copper’’, causal loss- 
es of over £ltm foBowing years 
of unauthorised trading- flaring 
whichhemajiaged tojnanlpu- 

:iate the price of copper. ' 


Morgan Stanley UK 


chief pockets £4m 


David Usbome 

New York 


The Wall Street bonus bonanza, 
spawned by record profits earned 
in 1996. hascrossed the water to 
London. Sir David Walker, a 
managin g director at Morgan 
Stanley in the City, was paid no 
less than $6-5m (£4m) last year 
according to filings made by the 
bank to the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 

The information, submitted 
in connection with Morgan 
Stanley s planned merger with 
Dean Winer Discover, reveals 
that the bank paid three of its 
top officers more than Slum 
each in 1996. 

Sir David, who heads Mor- 
gan's European operations and 
is a former executive at the 
Bank of England, came in with 
the fourth biggest pay packet. 
Sir David began his career at the 
Treasury in 1961, and has held 
numerous other senior posts in- 
cluding being chairman of the 
Securities and Investments 
Board, chairman of Johnson 
Mat they Bankers, and deputy 
chairman of Lloyds Bank. 

The filing offers rare official 
intelligence about the earnings 
of the top players on Wall Street 
last year. While New York has 
been buzzing for weeks about 
mega-bonuses, most banks have 
followed tradition in zipping 
up about the full extent of their 
generosity to their traders, an- 
alysts and investment bankers. 


Filings from several other of 
the big institutions in coming 
weeks should, however, give 
additional glimpses into the 
sheer richness of last year's 
bonus handout. After a good 
year, it is not uncommon for top 
performers to receive lump 
bonus payments of up to eight 
times basic salary. 

The package paid to Sir 
David, who oversees Morgan 
Stanley's European operations. 


is likely to have been a mix of 
salary, a cash bonus and some 
restricted stock. He may not be 
able to realise the stock for 
several years. It none the less 
represents a doubling of wbat 
he was paid a year earlier. 

The biggest winner at the firm 
was John Mack, 52, president of 
Morgan Stanley, who received 
510,677,489 for the year that end- 
ed 30 November - a 60 per cent 
increase on his earnings in 1995. 


Bonuses cut after 
Peter Young fiasco 


Bonuses at Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell are believed to have 
been cut by as much as 20 per 
cent, a result of the £400m 
Peter Young fiasco last year and 
a sharp increase in staff num- 
bers. mites Clifford German. 

Although 1996 was a good 
year for most of the seven prof- 
it centres in the hank the bonus 
pool was reduced to take account 
of the activities of Mr Young. 

The number of eligible indi- 
viduals for bonuses also rose to 
more than 8,000 worldwide. 
Staffing numbers in London in- 
creased by several hundred to 
more than 3,000, reflecting the 
bank's expansion programme. 

Biggest cuts in bonuses were 
in Morgan Grenfell Asset Man- 


agement, the division which 
carried the can for Mr Young's 
losses. 

The discretionary bonus sys- 
tem, though, did mean that 
some individuals received big- 
ger cheques than in 1995. All 
staff are eligible, from secre- 
taries who may get bonuses into 
four figures to senior man- 
agers whose entitlements will be 
measured in five and six figures. 

- One notable omission from 
the bonus payout list was 
Nicola Hortidk; former head of 
Morgan GrenfoB Asset Man- 
agement’s institutional arm, 
who forfeited her wititlemrof by 
resigning recently after a well- 
publicised bust-up with the 
management 


Mr Mack will also be president 
of the merged Morgan Stanley 
Dean Witter & Discover. 

The chairman of Morgan 
Stanley. Richard fisher, 60, who 
is dose to retirement, received 
510,493,028. Meanwhile, Peter 
Karehes, 45, who heads Morgan 
Stanley's securities business, 
receieved a package worth 
SI 0.13m. Barton Bigs, the firm’s 
economic guru wth a strong 
following, made $63m, only 
marginally less than Sir David. 

All this beneficence follows 
Wall Street's stellar perfor- 
mance in 1996, when profits 
reached a record Sl23bn. Ac- 
cording to New York State es- 
timates, bonuses paid out on 
Wall Street from last year may 
reach a jaw-dropping 58-lbn, 30 
per cent more than the previ- 
ous high of $63bn. 

With 150,000 employed chi 
Whll Street, that would average 
out at a one-off bonus payment 
of $54,000 for every worker. In 
reality the tidal wave of dollars 
will have been skewed more 
heavily in favour of the most se- 
nior echelons of the Street and 
at the most succesful banks. 

Other firms that have made • 
bonus headlines in recent weeks 
have included Bear Stearns, 
which paid $18 An to its chair- 
man, Alan Greenberg, last year. 
The nearly 200 partners of 
Goldman Sachs - of which 
many are in London - are 
thought to have made betwen 
$4m and $8m each last year. 



Mfcbaet Harrison 


Wealthy on Wafl Street: Sir DavM Walker, Morgan Stanley's head of European ‘ operations 
(above), registered the bank's fourth biggest pay packet, behind three. of Its top offiro^ who 
received more than $U0m each in 199&. The rare of fi cial intefltgence of top players’ WfeB Street 
earnings was submitted in connection with Morgan’s planned merger with Dean Witter Dtacouar. 


Go-ahead axes I Cathcart drives off with £2m from Avis 


25% staff on 
Thames Trains 


Magnus Grintond 


Michael Harrison 


Another privatised rail operator 
yesterday announced plans for 


yesterday announced plans for 
heavy staff cuts but pledged that 
the redundancies would not 
affect service levels. 

Go-Ahead, the bus and rail 
group, is axing up to a quarter 
of the workforce in its Thames 
Trains franchise which operates 
between Paddington, Oxford. 
Windsor and Gatwick Airport. 

The company, which also op- 
erates the Thameslink fran- 
chise, is taking a £3. 8m charge 
to cover 200 to 250 redundan- 
cies among the 1,000-strong 
workforce at Thames Trains. 

But Go-Ahead's managing 
director, Martin Ballingeri 
promised that the staff reduc- 
tions would not bring about a 
repeat of the chaos seen on 
South West Trains after it was 
taken over as part of the rail 
privatisation programme. 

Stagecoach, which won the 
franchise last year, is facing 
heavy fines after having to 
cancel 450 services a week be- 
cause of a shortage of drivers. 
South West Trains shed 70 of its 


670 drivers last month under a 
voluntary redundancy scheme. 

Mr Ballinger said the redun- 
dancy programme at Thames 
Trains would be introduced 
progressively in a way that 
would not jeopardise services. 

He was speaking as Go- 
Ahead reported a near doubling 
in pre-tax profits in the half-year 
to the end of December to 
£12.2m and plans to expand its 
bus operations into continental 
Europe. The group, which 
operates 20 per cent of all bus 
services in London, said it was 
looking particularly at France 
and Scandinavia for expansion. 

Go-Ahead was partnered by 


Alun Cathcart, the chairman 
and chief executive of Avis Eu- 
rope, is set to receive his second 
windfall in the space of a 
decade from the flotation of Eu- 
rope’s largest car hire operator. 

Yesterday the group an- 
nounced the 108p to 126p a share 
price range for the group's stock 
market ottering, its second in just 
over 10 years, which will value 
Avis at up to £734m, making it 
the biggest public offer this year. 


Mr Cathcart made £23m be- 
fore tax from the group’s orig- 
inal stock market debut in 1986 
and subsequent highly geared 
£900m sale in 1989 to a group 
that included D’letereo, Bel- 
gium s leading car importer, and 
General Motors. 

The latest float will see him 
convert options into shares 
worth £2.37m at the 117p mid- 
range price. He is selling 60 per 
cent of his stake, which would 
raise £1.42m at the mid-price, 
mostly to cover tax liabilities. 


and is locked into the remain- 
ing holding for 12 months. In all, 
62 managers will end up with a 
stake worth between £63m and 
£73m as a result of the con- 
version of options granted at the 
equivalent of lp each. 

Mr Cathcart promised yes- 
terday he would not be coining 
back to the market a third 
time. T can guarantee, after the 
last four weeks, I have done my 
last Avis flotation. That I can 
guarantee,” he said yesterday. 

Tbn per cent of the offer. 


which will raise a net£237m at 
the mid-price, will be reserved 
for individual investozs, who will 
be entitled to membership of 
the Avis Europe founders’ 
Club. This. will make them 
eligible for perks such as free 
extra days on Avisrentals, a hot 
line to automatic reservations 
and discounts on hire rates. 

Individuals mil have to apply 
for their shares through inter- 
mediaries such as banks, stock- 
brokers and four share shops. 
But Mr Cathcart said UK retail 


demand was running at “very 
high levels”.' Hie retail offer 
doses on 21 March, with trad- 
ing due to begin, oh 4 April !.. . . 

Avis is estimating that oper- 
ating profits rose a fifth to 
£1 01m in the 12 months to the 
end of last month. Merrill 
Lynch, one of foe brokers to the 
issue, is forecasting that profits 
will rise from £56.8m to £89. 7m 
at the pre-tax level in the year 
to next Feb ruaiy, putting a p/e 
ratio of between 12 and 1 3^ on ■ 
the indicative pricing range. 


United Utilities yesterday be- 
came, the latest British water 
company to -run into trouble 
overseas after disclosing that it 
is facing a tossofup to £90m on 
. a . sewage project in the Thai 
capital of Bangkok:: ; ' 

. The gjoup, whichawns North 
West Water and Norweb, said 
it was taking ap £83ra provision 
in this year’s accounts after en- 
countering further. delays and 
problemsoti the£150m contract 
begun in 1993. • - . . . 

United Utilities bad already 
taken a £7m cbajge against the ' 
contract in its 1994«95 results af- 
ter the scald of the -potential 
losses began to emeige. The 
provisions are equivalent to a 
third of last year’ s annual pre- 
tax profits of £272m. The shares 
fell 6p to 667-5p 
j . The company insisted yes- 
terday, however, it had a strong 
case for recovering the addi- 
tional costs andritTntended to 
pursue its claims vigorously. 

- A spokesman said the delays 
and additional costs had re- 
sulted from -change*- in the 
spedikaikrarif the contract to 
.build asewags treatment works 
-and network in the T^iai capi- 
tal and the failure of the client, 
Bangkok Metropolitan Ad- 
ministration, toprovide prop- 
er site access. : v' 

■Changes in government reg- ~ 

illations had. also- limited the 
contractors to- working only 
four hoars a day m certain ar- 
eas of tiie dty and then only if 
the work was earned, out at night 
and did not-canse noises ' 
Negotiations over the cost 
and .time .overruns with the 
Governor <rf Bangkok and the 
central government had been 
progressing fevourabtyas jaie as 
December. However, the Gov- 
ernor' informed United Utilities 
last month that its claims- were 
"no kxiger valid, meaning the dis- 
^ have fo^ to arbitra- 
tion Gnited ; ytibties has since 
pulled out of international con- 
struction activities, in common 
with -other.: water companies 
which have suffered heavy loss- 
es, notably Thames Water 
which. took a £100m charge 
last year. . 
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BA hacks 
plans for 
t>0O-seat 
aircraft 


Capital Corp delays results date Iveco to dose 




John Willcock 


Ihe French transport group 
V1A-GTT in its bid for Thamev 


VIA-CHI in its bid for Thames- 
link and was involved in the bid- 
ding race for Swebus. Scandi- 
navia's biggest bus operator, 
only to lose out to Stagecoach. 

The group is also bidding to 
take on the Docklands Light 
Railway franchise in London’s 
docklands as part of a strategy 
of strengthening further its 
presence in south-east England, 
the biggest public transport 
market in western Europe. 


Capital Corporation, the casino 
group defending itself against a 
£191m hostile takeover bid 
from the London Clubs In- 
ternational (LCI), is postponing 
next Tuesday's scheduled an- 
nouncement of 1996 results 
until Lhe bidder produces a 
formal offer document. 

“We intend to publish our 
defence document with our 
results, and we have 14 days to 
prepare the defence from the 
rime we receive LCI’s offer 
document," a Capital spokes- 
man said yesterday. 


The spokesman said that 
there had been “a deafening si- 
lence” from LCI since it 
launched its 47-for-100 all-shares 
bid 11 days ago. An LCI 

spokesman responded that “Lhe 
riming of the offer document is 
a sensitive decision and not one 
we can comment on". 

Both companies refused to 
comment on market speculation 
that Ladbroke, which announces 
its 1996 results next Thursday, 
was in talks with either party. 
Rank has also been mentioned 
as a possible bidder for CapilaL 

LCI has three weeks from 
after making its bid before it has 


to produce the offer document. 
Capital's shares closed down 


Capital's shares closed down 
6p at 2Q5p yesterday while LCI 
added OJp to 379p. 

One analyst commented: 
“Capital's price says the market 
is looking for a higher bid, per- 
haps with a bit of cash. It looks 
like a straight argument over 
price. Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment (MAM) owns 17 per cent 
in both companies, so they’ll 
have a big say in it.” 

Capital’s price was languish- 
ing at 155p before LCI's an- 
nouncement, following a profit 
warning a month ago that prof- 
its would fall to around £8. 75m 


from £13m. Capital incurred 
£3 .Sm costs due to dosureof the 
Colony Club last year for a 
£6 .5m refurbishment 


Capital, led for its chairman 
rary Nesbitt, has also suffered 


Gary Nesbitt, has also suffered 
several embarrassments over, 
the past year. Last summer half 
a dozencroupim were fired and 
a customer barred from their 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


covered. In another incident, 
Hambros, the company’s advis- . 
ere, called in accountants from 
Price Waterhouse to investigate 
discrepancies in Capital’s wine 
purchases, going back before 
1993, when the companyfloated. 
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fvecrirFbrd, the truck- making 
joint venture between Fiat and 
lbid,yG9eidaycoiifiime^ plans 
ta dose its historic Langley 
plant near Slough in Berkshire 
with the loss of 450 jobs. 

Iveicb said it took the move, 
another blow to the already 
^hrinknjg British commercial ve- ■ 
hide industry, because of over- - 
capacity in the European truck 
market. Alan fisc, the chamnaii, 
said demand for medium-sized 
lorries had shrank by .40 per cent 
in the past 20 years.’ 

Production wfll shift to Bres- 
cia in Italy, a move the Trans- 
port and General .Workers 
Union said amounted to 'teqdal 
dumping”. 

The union said it mirrored : 
Fiord’s recent decision's s hift - 
long-term production of the 
best-selling . Escort from -its 
Halewood plant on Mersey- ., 
ride, involving the' loss of about- 
1300 jobs. ... -T.:-’- 

The Langley factory, built 90 
years ago. was used to make 
Hawker Hurricane figfrtenSduF- 7 
mg the 1930s and I94flt anti . 
started producing: trucks 35 
years ago- Workers build- the .. 
Cargo truck, which -last year 
took 20 perceirt^tbeUKcraii- . 


Ford sold its UKtrndc-building 
operations talveco inJ9S6. 
Production 'at the- Sfet has 


In 1996itmadejust 7,677 Car- 
gos, of which a fifth were err 
ported, compared with a. full 
production eapadty. of . about 
20,0()0vehicles. In itsbestyear 
it managed to mak&fiewerihaa 
17,000 trucks. > .. r ■ 

■AnptiiCTfittormTwws'^ 
-cinon is likelytobe thtiTtalue 
of the 65-acre Xanghty. site, 
whkbBDrd owns abdconW sell 


-. on.- whether- the Local' c&8Qc§ 

: grants ptarmrnjg .p ermtttsfo nt. - , 

The news-came as (Renanlt, 
the troubled Erendrcatj^UL ^ 
aruKmncedplansfocfo8fe^fiic> 
tary m Bel^uin. Reunite said 
the move would cut ifstitets by 
ErSSOm (fi)5m) a J yeatin :tiie 
face ofa huge dfop.'&ftench 
. car_s^es.TJoweve r thei ace^e ff 

—^Demand. , for. - cacsi has 
/ slmnpedafter france iftdod a 

scheme to subsidise,7njcjvate 

Truyciswillmg to scrapteesokl 
-models: Renault 
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Ah independent Bank is Labour’s litmus test 


JEREMY WARNER 


'At best, Gordon ’>■ 
Brawn is going to' be 
- by financial. 

• markets as an ■ 
unknown quantity, 
at worst a Labour 
chancellor of the old , 
school, willing to play 
fast arid loose with 
the economy to 
advance the Party's . ' 
social priorities 1 



■ wja^majui ia mg cause 0 f 

■ «±-5S® fiances and low inflation 

reached * pomt of no return this week -with 
X announcement by Gordon Brown, the 
■aadow chancellor, of an inflation lareet of 
« per cent md new monetary arranae- 

?3H to ' bacfc 11 np: Wkh this staiexneni, 
Laboto seems to have been both baptised 
and COTfinned into die faith all ar tbesame 
tnne. Or.nasit?' 

What labour says it wffl dtfand what it 
wffliftfaa® 5 ' do wiien in government are 

lljEeiV to np IWnUPn/ftrlTua^t ALf_'_ Tl f r 


W uaaaujn laaKtng. xo do so would require 
legislation, and that’s going- to take a mini- 
mum ofayear to enact So even if Mr Brown 
aid not believe the Bank had to -earn” its 
independence with a period of good behav- 
louron probation, some kind of transilion 
arrangement woiild have to be put in plac 
^■Even so, it is hard nor to sense m k 


a cuLUfluuu wuac on use oi con- 
flict between chaocefibr and Bank in the 
determ ination of policy is .removed. Mr 
Brown calls rt “depersn pa Iking " the process 


but there's actually a bit more to it than get* 
ting rid of the mafia ritual of the Ken and 
Eddie show. He wants to arrive at a point 
where the two rides, he and the Bank, are 
able to agree on policy in nearly all con- 
ceivable circumstances. 

While this seems a reasonable enough 
ambition, the effect may well he a rather 
iaxcr monetary policy than would otherwise 
be the case. There is generally compromise 
and fudge behind the outward appearance 
of harmony and this setup seems ukc a for- 
mula for just that In a non-advcrsarial sys- 
tem, the balance in policy w31 always be 
towards the soft option. At- this early stage j 
in Britain's attempt to establish credibility ! 
as a low inflation economy, is this really the 
right approach? 

To daim that lax policy is actually Mr 
Brown’s purpose here may be io exaggerate 
the argument, but this could well be the 
effect The Bank wCD be required to set up 
a formal monetary policy committee to 
guide, the Governor on his advice, which in 
turn will be half staffed by seconded out- 
siders. White technically these people will 
not be Labour placemen - the Court of the 
Bank of England will make the appoint- I 
meats - in practice they will be; in the real j 
world the Bank is not going to opt for any- ( 
one Mr Brown doesn't approve oL It can be i 
sated with some certainty, for instance, that 
Patrick Minford will not be on the short list. ! 


The chancellor therefore maintains an 
effective right of veto. 

The Bank has. managed to win one impor- 
tant concession - that all Uwse appointments 
will be established experts in the field of 
monelary policy. The powerful vested 
interests or organised capital and labour 
don't automatically get a seat at the table. 
Even so. it can readily be seen that the effect 
could easily be to dilute and homogenise the 
decision-making process. 

And just in case the committee is still 
prone to err on the ride of caution, notwith- 
standing the outriders, the chancellor is 
proposing to bolster his position through the 
appointment of a powerful '‘council of 
economists" who will work to him at the 
Treasury. Should the two sides perchance 
disagree, there is not much doubt who 
would have the upper hand. 

Some of wftai Mr Brown proposes seems 
entirely' reasonable, given the traditional 
suspicion with which finan cial markets bold 
Labour governments. Could Mr Brown get 
away with defying the Bank of England's 
advice, in the same way as Kenneth Clarke 
has? Certainly not in his first year or two. The 
markets -would wreak a lasting revenge, even 
though Mr Brown, like Mr Clarke a couple 
of years ago, might with the passage of time 
be "proved to have been right all along. 

The truth of the mailer is that, at best. Mr 
Brown is going to be regarded by financial 


markets as an unknown quantity, at worst a 
Labour chancellor of the old school, quite 
willing to play fast and loose with tiie econ- 
omy if that is the price that has to be pmd 
io advance the Party's social priorities, ao 
in that sense Mr Brown is quit* justified m 
setting himsdf up with a mechanism that 
allows him to exercise his judgement without 
having to pay a ghastly penalty for doing so. 

B ut here's the rub. Mr Brown 's judgement 1 
is all loo likely to bs of the variety that 
factors in a whole host of other entena 
besides rigid adherence to the inflation tar- 
get. Maintaining growth is one. Unemploy- 
ment another. And. very pertinent at ihe 
moment, a third migfa! be the exchange rate. 

I don't want to over egg the argument 
here, for in many respects ii is bard io fault 
what Mr Brown is proposing. Quite a bit of 
what I've been saying might seem unduly 
cynical and nit picking. But the daim that 
these arrangements are a significant advance 
on what went before, an evolutionary leap 
on the wav io full independence for the 
Bank, is a very questionable one. Stripped 
of its rhetoric, what's proposed here is 
merely the old system in new clothing. The 
decision will remain the chancellor's; the rest 
is just a way of making those choices seem 
as credible as possible. 

As for the insistence that the Bank needs 
first to "earn" its independence, the shadow 


chancellor is surely kidding, isn’t he? Respon- 
sibility for the disastrous, compromised 
nature of policy over the past 50 years lies 
not with the Bank but with successive gen- 
erations of chancellors, Set against such a 
record, the Bank's error of judgement in 
advising on an interest rate hike two years 
ago when none proved necessary should 
scarcely register at all. Thai hasn't slopped 
it being constantly cited to support the case 
against independence. Since when has erring 
on the side of caution been an offence greater 
than that of wrecklessness? Yet that is what 
Mr Brown implies when he talks about the 
Bank having to earn its independence. 

Mr Brown holds out the promise of inde- 
pendence. but will he actually deliver? Hav- 
ing already lied his hands so thoroughly on 
tax and spend, will he really want to sur- 
render monetary policy as well? If Labour 
takes us into monetary union, it will have no 
option. Maastricht demands central bank 
independence, subservient to the even more 
distant independence of the European Cen- 
tral Bank. Mr Brown's scope for painting an 
the broader economic canvass would be 
more restricted than ever. The issues Mr 
Brown is grappling with over domestic mon- 
etary policy are magnified 10-tiracs over in 
European monetary union. His failure fully 
to embrace independence for the Bank of 
England may be a harbinger of things to 
come on Europe loo. 


**r-: 
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Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


_ _ Newcastle United asked- the 
r^’W Qty to pay for its £5flm five-year 
’."T spending spree yesterday, an- 
nouocmg a stock market flota- 
" f : tion that wrfli value the football 

dub at between £172m and 
\T_ £193m. The float, which wai 
raise £47.4m of new funds for 
: - the chib, at least 10 per cent 
from the private investors who 
— are currently flocking to invest 

in football chibs, has already 
-* been a bonanza for the com- 
party*.® directors. \ 
Newcastle’s prospertus 
- - showed the company's two joint 

chief executives audits finance 
■ director haw^hared more than : 
~ £lm in one-off payments “in.- 
r;: recognition of the part theybave 

: ~ played iff the recent.develop- . 

•i meat of Newcastle' Uhited”.' ; •? 

; i. Freddie Fletcher, the former 
■ - commereiaidirectordfGlasgow 
1 Rangers and chief executive 
r:- for the past five years, received 

£750,000 from Newcastle’s , 
major shareholder, north-east 

~ p roperty-magnate Sir John HalL 

Mark Corbridge. the 33-year- 
old former Rothschild banker 
wbo is now joint chief executive 
’ceted £300,000 despite 
;with the dub for less than 


a year, jo Dixon, finance 
. director, was paid £100,000. ' 

The directors are also to be 
paid guaranteed bonuses 
regardless of the performance 
of the dub or itompany^ Both 
chief executives wflloe paid 
baric salaries of £160,000, but 
have a bonus worth between 50 
and 10Q per cent pf that figure 
writteci-ialb their contracts. 

?» Sir, Tbrence* Harrison, the 
fbrm^^bril^Rqiice^ chief ex- 
ecutivew^wa&'t^ttLediisNew- 
i^$c^QO^kXHRed)fflrinan 

psedtp pay 
adff-iSIth Of 'deb^A . farther 
;£!2m fund 

tat 



on rebtdWmg ^he north-east's 
rioq>mggiriit,m^ 
year wfth. flie £15m ia 
of AlanStearer.thfr i 
striker: From beneath the 
treofrdegationfot 
Division, Newcastle’s iecoyeny, 
funded outoftbe deeppockets 
of Sir John Hall, brought it 
within a whisker of winning the 
Premiership last season. 


The 

the funds would not be used for 
a proposed new stadium, for 
which it is seeking planning per- 
mission. It did. however, put a 
price tag on the development of 
the StarB and the conversion of 
the existing St James’s Park rite 
into an indoor arena, of £90m. 
No details of where that money 
would come from were given. 

The heavy costs of building 
and maintaining a top sqiffid was 
spelled out in yesterday’s 
prospectus,. Newcastle made 
£29m from its four main income 
streams of gate receipts televi- 
sion fees, sponsorship and the 
sale of branded products in the 
year to July last year. But that 
was wiped 
expenses, 

5, of £23.1m aod.frahsfer 
worth a massive ;£29#ni*: : 
resulted in an operating 
£Z4m and brought? theag- 
gregate operating loss for the 
past five years to £37.9m. 

" Mr Fletcher disputed the 
daim Urn investors might be 
-concerned by the abrupt de- 
parture from his two previous 
jobs of Newcastle’s manager 
,h, who took over 
from Kevin Keegan. He 



In Brief 


Bonus winners: (from left) Directors Jo Dixon, Marie Corbridge and Freddie Fletcher 
(right) have shared more than £lm in pay-offs already Photograph: Adrian Dennis 



signed a three- and-a-balf year 
contract and would be id receipt 
of unspecified share options No 
players are to get options. 

According to yesterday's 
prospectus, ^ 40 rafflkm Newcastle 
shares will be issued at between 
120p and 135p each to raise 


£51m before expenses. Assum- 
ing a price in the middle of that 
range the shares are being sold 
at 2Z4 times earnings per share, 
as adjusted for transfer fees and 
other exceptional items. The 
company said it would have 
paid a dividend of 1.6p a share 


had it been listed for the whole 
of the year to July 1997. 

The retail offer closes on 20 
March .The institutional book- 
building process ends the fol- 
lowing day with pricing to be 
announced on 4 March and 
dealing due to start on 2 April. 


• A Treasury-backed Bill giving building societies extra powers 
and limited protection against hostile takeovers was yesterday 
brought before Parliament, ending months of doubt as to 
whether it would be introduced. The Building Societies Bill seeks 
to remove restrictions on societies' commercial activities, allow- 
ing them to offer a wider range of financial services. Societies 
will now he able to make up to 25 per cent of loans that are not 
fully secured on residential property. Until now, only a liny pro- 
portion could be for anything other iban mortgages. The Bill will 
also strip the five-year protection against takeover from any de- 
mutualising society which is itself involved in a bid to take over 
another company. 

• FKJ is spending £2 Im on reorganising its electrical engineering 
division, which includes the Hawker Siddeley Electric Power group 
and Marelli Motori. The company said the reorganisation was 
being made to “take advantage of their combined strengths". It 
said the impact of the recent strength of sterling on overseas earn- 
ings had been largely balanced by a relatively strong US market. 

• Richards, the specialist engineering group, warned lhai iLs prof- 
it margins in the UK were being eroded by the continuing strength 
of sterling and as a result it had to put its Northern Ireland spin- 
ning plants on short-time working. The warning, which came at 
the annual general meeting, was blamed on the near 20 per cent 
appreciation of sterling against the Belgian franc. 

• Cambridge Antibody Technology yesterday announced plans 
to raise £35m in the latest of a growing stream of stock market 
flotations in the biotechnology sector. The company, which was 
started in the bedroom of joint founder and chief executive David 
Chiswell, has developed what it claims is technology for isolat- 
ing human monoclonal antibodies, used both in making drugs and 
in screening other compounds «o test their suitability as drugs. 
The group is expected to be capitalised at around £90rn by the 
mainly institutional placing, with dealings due to start on 25 March. 

• China had a 1996 trade surplus with the US of $10.54bn 
(£6 Jbn J, the China Daily reported, quoting a customs'report. The 
report said total trade between the two countries in 19% rose 


«pc 

4.9 per cent year-on-year to $42.84bn. Exports to the US Iasi year 
totalled $26.7bn, up 7.9 per cent, while US imports totalled $lb.2hn. 
up 0.2 per cent. However, according to US data. America s US 
trade deficit with China was S39.5bn last year. 

• SmithKHne Beecham has convinced a key panel of the US Food 
and Drug Administration to recommend approval of its Corcg 
hean treatment for sale in the US. Last May. the panel refused 
to approve the drug, sayiQg it needed more information farm the 
British drugs group. 


BA backs 
plans for 
600 -seat 
aircraft 


Michael Harrison 


1 British Airways yesterday gave 
its backing to the launch of a 
tji hew generation of super jumbo' 
' jy jets, forecasting that 600-seat 
Jv tr would be flying in sig- 

nificant numbers early in the 
next century- 

r i B V In evidence to the Heathrow 

LW Terminal 5 planning inquiry, 
BA’s chief executive. Bob 
Ayling, said the airline re- 
mained committed to intro- 
ducing larger and more 
cost-efficient aircraft. 

-We believe there is a need 
for such aircraft to be ictro~ 

. - : dcced io the early years of the 
. . next decade. In our opinion, 

vrtiiJst the phasing of fleet plans 

in the short term may be re- 


suming that 1 larger aircraft, 

- iiKlnding 600 -seaters, will not 
• be Dying in significant numbers 
by the time terminal 5 is My 
= • . - operatbnalriaid Mr Ayling- 
• Bis comments follow Boe- 
foifs decision t° 

-J $7bn development of 

'* ■ a 550-seat successor to the 747 

jumbo jet-acd remarks Garber 
: - this weeteby British Aerospace, 
' : one of the p^toersin Afriws. 
; ' casting doubt on how commit- 
ted the European aircraft con- 

Ktrtiumwastofaundnqg.hsoOT 

super jumbo,' code -named' the 
A3XX. * ■■■ 

; ininkaBy: ff wa&BAsdeaswn 

not to be a I am^ctistcraierfor 
the pla no edBoeir^747-600X 
■ v ■ *vfclch uhimaie^y ftaeed ihe US 
aircraft manofacturer to si&n- 
8 3 don the prpject' - ' - - 

: S- : However, Mr Aylmg said 
' V % that BAs tong^erm predteoans 
\ were “unaffoctetT by Boeings 
. decision, indfeatingrtfrat it re- - 

. trained keen wt aodmg sopor- 

jumbos to its fleet:' ••• • 



up prices 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


House prices were boosted by 
a shortage of^ properties for sale 
fast month. Nationwide Build- 
ing Society reportedyesterday. 
Pores have now climbed 10 per . 
cent from their trough in 1995. 

The increase in Nationwide's 
index was 0.7 per cent in Feb- . 
ruaiy, about the same as the re- 
cent monthly average. 

That took them to aieVel S^? 
per cent higher than a year ear- 

The average house pice in 
the . UK reached £55,62 1, ac- 
cording to Nationwide, up from 
£5L256 a year earlier. 

House price inflation has 


now been running at above 8 
per cent for four months, al- 


' for. 1997 as a whole. 

. . Paul Sanderson, head of re- 
search, said: •'Survey evidence 
still strongly suggests shortages 
of property for sale remain a 
problem in many areas, causing 
upward pressure on prices in 
- certain areas of the market and 
frustrating many potential buy- 

" These shortages, rather than 
weaker demand or uncertainty 
ahead of the general election, 
probably explained why there 
had . been tentative signs of a 
slowdown in housing market ac- 
tivity, he said. 


Both building societies and 
banks have reported a small de- 
cline in the number of loans ap- 
proved in January. 

The British Bankers' Associ- 
ation, representing the main 
high street banks, said yesterday 
that the number fell from 
32^34 in December to 31,637 
in January. This was slightly 
larger than the normal season- 
al decline. 

While some economists are 
predicting house price inflation 
in double digits later this year 
as the economy continues to 
strengthen, others point to the 
few weaker figures as evidence 
that the housing recovery has 
readied a plateau. 

For example, the Land Reg- 


istry reported a decline in Lhe 
number of property sales 
recorded by 34,000 to 230.198 
in the final quarter of last year, 
in contrast to Inland Revenue 
statistics showing that the num- 
ber of property transactions in 
December were a third higher 
than a year earlier. 

However. Tim Sweeney, di- 
rector general of the BBA, 
said net mortgage lending 
strengthened “appreciably" in 
January. 

“All told, the major banks' 
mortgage figures for the month 
provide support for the view 
that the early months of 1997 
will see farther sustainable re- 
covery in housing market ac- 
tivity,” he said. 


ScotAm confirms 
three firm bids 


Cflfioni eoman 


Scottish Amicable the Stirling- 
based mutual insurance group 
said ii had received just three 
firm bids, from Abbey Nation- 
al, the Prudential and AMP by 
file deadline of noon yesterday. 

There will now be WO weeks 
of secret bitereraL bargaining 
fcetween tbetwiders, the ScotAm 


the policies. Preserving jobs in 
Scotland, however, will be only 
a secondary consideration. 

The offers differ significant- 
ly in detail, but headline figures 
are misleading, -Warburg said 
yesterday. Cash in hand is not 
the same as a loan. 

Abbey National’s initial offer 
made in January consisted of 
£40Qm in cash or shares for Scot 
Ato’s 1.1 million policyholders 
plus anything from £70Gm to 
£Ibn for the embedded value of 
the policies. Abbey National 

saidit was willing to increase its 

sighting offer but it is still not 
known if it has done so. 

The Prudential’s fast public 
statement on its offer promised 
£4Q0m in cash and £400m in 
bonuses for policyholders, plus 
a loan of £1 -lbn from the Pro’s 
Efe fond into the ScotAm fund. 
Prudential also promises to 
make ScotAm the focus of its 
SSSdlbe' relative merits of; operations selling P^fa-ies 
cash or addttfond bonus- through independent financial 

es added to the ultimate value of advisers. 


advisers SG Warburg ScotAm 
will then take a further two 
weeks before recommending the 
winning bid to potitgMfolders- . ■ 
Jock Biroey* managing di- 
rector of Wsrbifrg’? corporate 

^fioieinn Slid last EISDr 



thai no details ot ute inaiwouai 
offers would be released with- 
out the consent of the bidder. 

• Discmsons over the nert fort- 
night will concentrate on ob- 
fj jpTmg the maximum value for 


EMU ‘delay’ fears force 
banks to defend the lira 


Yvette Cooper 


Central banks in Italy and Spain 
were forced to intervene in 
currency markets yesterday to 
support the lira and peseta af- 
ter rumours that Germany was 

about (o announce a delay in the 
timetable for monetary union. 

Jitters that a single currency 
might be delayed resulted in deal- 
ers seffii^ Italian bonds and buy- 
ing German debt instead. There 
were repercussions for bonds 
and currencies across Europe. 

Traders said the Bank of 
Italy and the Bank of Spain both 
intervened to defend the lira 
and the peseta against the mack. 
The lira fell to its lowest level 
against the mark since rejoin- 
ing the ERM in November. 

Rumours that the Bundes- 
bank was about to announce a 
two-year defay to EMU were 
denied by Bundesbank offi- 
cials. Nevertheless, traders’ con- 
fidence in a broad-based euro 
beginning in 1999 continued io 


fall, and Italy bore the brunt of 
the market reaction. Italian fu- 
tures contracts coded 2.29 
points down at 127 JO. Spanish, 
Swedish. Finnish and Irish gov- 
ernment bonds softened too. 

The mark strengthened 
against the lira and the peseta 
during the day. Traders said the 
Bank of Italy intervened when 
the exchange rate reached 
998.50 lira to ihe mark. The cur- 
rency fell during the day 
through the psychological bar- 
rier of 1.000 lira per mark to 
reach 1,001.50, its lowest level 
since it rejoined the ERM at a 
central parity of 990 lira to the 
markon 25 November fast year. 

Scone dealers suggested that 
the rumours were begun by 
traders in an attempt to get the 
markets moving. But jitters were 
also fuelled by Bundesbank 
board member Peter Sdunidbu- 
ber, who said yesieiday morning 
that “heftte" aOertpa to meet the 
deficit criteria were causing only 
the appearance of convergence. 



SUNDERLAND PLC 

INTERIM REPORT FOR SIX MONTHS ENDED 30 NOVEMBER 1996 

CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT 

On 2J December 1996 Sunderland PLC ( "Sunderland" J successfully lined cm The London Slock Exchange and 1 am 
pleased io announce our fira sei of interim results as a lised company. The results relate soleH to the burinc-s of 
Sunderland Association Football Club Limited t~ihe Club"i and reflect the |vnuj prior to the listing. 

During the period under review, the Guh began its Tina season within the Premier League. In aodcipatis'm or ihi* we 
strengihened out playing squad over the period and hove made an admirable start to fife in the Premier League . Ttstay ue 
are placed I4di in the league with 1 2 games remaining. Ai though there are some tough futures still remaining, we are well 
placed io fulfil our objective ibis season of training Premier League membership 

Turnover for the half year was £5.1 76.000 HV95- Z2J13J0VD an increase of lOof and profit before lax was CIJM2J ) 00 
1 1995 - £1.640.000) a turnaround of £2.722.000. These vastly improved figures reflect, primarily, increased ncLet 

sales as well as improved sponsorship and TV income as a Premier League club. The charge for players’ transfer fees in 
the period has been reduced by £147.000 due to the sale of players. The results incorporate only seven of our nineteen 
home league matches of the season and are in line with our expectations and the profit forecast included in the Prospectus. 
As stated in [he Prospectus, the Board is not declaring an interim dividend but expects to propose a final dividend in 
respect of the » ear ending 71 Way 1907 of me levs than 3.2p net per -hare. 

Last week we exchanged contracts on the sale of the freehold of Roker Part. Idr £ 1. 300.000 net of dvinoliuon costs. 
Complevon will lake pkm? in coir dcvi financial year. Construction of our new 42.000 seuier stadium w on schedule io be 
completed towards the end of June 1997 giving us sufficient time to complete fitting ®u' prim to the opening home game 
of the 1997/S se-awm. Our marketing efforts are progressing extremely well. 


R S Murray Chairman 
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GROUP PROHT AND UTSS ACCOltNT 
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six months to 

year to 



311 November 1 W6 

30 November I99S 

31 May 19% 
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Turnover 

5.176 

1513 

7.160 

•U 

Cost of sales 




Match expenses 

1 1.7781 

(1.0541 

I3.762i 


Ground and other direct expenses 

lUIII 

tSV7i 

1 2.302 1 



t2389i 

t2_55li 

th.0Wl 

id 

Cross profiUiloM 

2.187 

(3B» 

1.11)2 


Adraittinnnive expenses 

l809l 

(757* 

tlJS2i 


Operating profiyikem before pSaym' transfer fees 

\sn 

t79S, 

1450, 


Pta>¥T%' nansfer fees 

Operating prafu/lkrv-} on ordinary jcuv tries 

(331 1 

t7*5i 

i1.8I2i 

jy 

:h 

before inreresf and uxatiun 

1.M7 

ilJXtii 

,2Jri2, 

Net inicrwJ reetfivable/ipyiiJer 

35 

fOOJ 

IJUtll 

uf 

pTOfn/dossi on ordinary activities before taxation 

tm 

ii.6401 

iZJOKt 


Taxation 

156) 

- 
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Pmfit/llosAi far the period 

W26 

1 1.6401 

O..T6SI 

1 i. 
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SnndnLifld PLC aajinred the entire ► sited dun: capital of Simdrfbnd Assueulsin F.«hall Club Limiwil nhc C7gh” i hv •>' astute 
(or dun; e-ssLWjieon 2? October (996. pnnr to itm date and up to VS November 1 996 Seatertand PLC ur trade The uni) (xj- irr-s 
ttittnn Sunderland PLC group t> Ute opeatioti the Club. AxnrthnfJ). the fi/tanrtal tnCcrmiiiun lk.iv in reifevi. the ir* toi# .9 
the Club 

The fiiuuctal mlornunon f« the six munths coded M Novemhrr IWS and jn ftnemter 19% c.memv-J wittnn th>- Jjwmem r> 
unaudited and dw iw eoiwoiiic vtttutpry jccwdits a defined In Section 340 of the Companies Act IW The financial nuemiatimi Ire 
the vear ended 3t Mas 1 996 hjvcd no the statuton tttounis fur ihc jear then caajkd. full accounts int that pvnnd nn utucti 
the aud'tres nude an tmquaJilied icfort have been ilclivcral to the Repslrar <4 Crerpanie-. and Jtd nut contain a Jjtcntni under 
Section y 7<2| or t.tj uf Ute Crenpaaks Act 19BJ. 

Thp: r'nirrcn smtanem hv hern prepared adnp ilk same accounting poTtocs as the .?( .Hu Wh annuaf sijjut'Hj ascKim*. 

Taiation ha> been rsumecd at Ae air expected ip be incurred in Jhe lull year 
In acnadasw* * lib detnh «i out in the Ptospeetuv. nn interim dividend ha- been declared 

Earning- pet onfinary ip dv»p m Sunderland PLC have been calculated ua the prMitAlrosi of the CV«npa-i) fu> the rvrol and the 
OLpivatem nurr*cr nf shane, in tsate during the cnntfureWc penM. 

The mrt *«rii at At Nmanbei 1996 amounted to D.W3JM0. If the nn asset- JT that dak- are adjusted to reflect the esiimucd ixl 
pircceds of Trie fioumn then die on avals, as si j W \riv ember |4% Mould luve amutmed m ( u. tusnuQ 

This announcement e not being pound ru vfurchuk)^. Shareholders, at members oi the peneraf public, van hoxevcr obtain a tupv of 
m- anu o un feme w from the Tronpans ' npverta office Sucderfaad PLC. ftoker Pari- SunJcrtflAi SR* «tk’ 
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FTSEIOO 

43083 


-30.9 


FTSE 250 

4654.4 


- 8.6 


FTSE 350 

2314.0 


-12.9 


SEAQ VOLUME 

831.3m shares, 
47.446 bargains 

Gilts Index 

n/a 


Share spotlight 


acre pdcs, pence 
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PowerYR news seems to defy the logic of disclosure 


1934 1995 1996 199? 


This may sound a bit naive, but 
aren't shareholders entitled 
to equal access to price-sensi- 
tive information? 

If a quoted company has an 
announcement to make about 
material things like current 
trading; changes in senior man- 
agement, or a significant deal 
it must notify the Stock Exch- 
ange. Otherwise a false market 
could be created in the shares. 

But yesterday investors 
would have scoured their 
screens in vain to find out why 
shares in VkJeoLogic, the com- 
puter chip designer, had sud- 
denly flickered into life. They 
closed lOp higher at bOJjp on 
hefty volume of 2.7 million 
shares, valuing the company at 
£90m. By the dose of play, 
though, there was no still news, 
no nothing. 

Thankfully the Internet - 
that indispensable informa- 
tion source - came to the res- 
cue, carrying a press release - 
dated Thursday, 27 February 


rearing the 
invests 525m in PowerVR 
Games Program”. 

In a joint statement Japan’s 
leading producer of microctups 
revealed it would spend $25m 
(£15m) this year developing 
VideoLogie's Power VR chip 
which enables personal com- 
puters to run 3D graphics. 

There was also a broad hint 
that several other big computer 
companies would take orders 
for the chips this year. 

All interesting stuff, but why 
weren't share holdere told? 
VideoLogic argues some of the 
information about the NEC 
deal was already known and 
that it decided against makin g 
an announcement to the Stock 
Exchange after talking to SBC 
Warburg, its broker and fi- 
nancial adviser. For its part, the 
Stock Exchange is understood 
to be investigating an apparent 
breach of disclosure rules. 

VideoLogie's shares could 
hit 75p on the latest news and 
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Keith Wool cock, electronics 
analyst at Merrill Lynch, thinks 
the shares remain a steal on 
forecast profits of £&4m for the 
year to March 1998, implying 
a p/e ratio of 16. 

Those electronics com pa n i e s 
that actually bothered to tell the 
Stock Exchange what was go- 
ing on also fared well. Shares 
in Eidos, the computer games 
group, soared 75p to a record 
high of 1045p on news of a 
third-quarter pre-tax profit of 
£7-8m versus a£lm loss in the 
corresponding period last year. 

Also breaking new ground 
was accountancy software firm 
Sage, whose shares jumped 3 Ip 
to 617.5p after securing a 
foothold m the Ger man soft- 


ware market - the largest in Eu- 
rope -with a JWG.lm acquisition. 

Wall Street influences dom- 
inated sentiment for most of the 
session after traders shrugged 
off Labour’s easy win in the 
Wirral Sout h by-election. 

The FTSE 100 managed to 
stay above the pathologically 
significant 4,300 mark, biit 
closed just off the day’s low at 
4308.9, down 30.9. 

Tire main talkmcr point was 
NatWest whose shares are set 
to open sharpfy lower on Mon- 
day after announcing shortly 
after the market closed that it 
would take a £50m charge 
against first-half results after 
discovering errors in its inter- 
est rate options book. A senior 


trader has been suspended 
pending the conclusion of an 
internal inquiry. ' Earlier, 
Nat West’s shares had dosed 
0.5p lower at 758-5p. 


ss in drugs group 
led fo 


op tow 
Share 

Zeneca tumbled foil 
news that the US Food 
Drugs Adminis tration had is- 
sued a warning to the company 
following an inspection atone 
of Zeneca's planes in Mac- 
clesfield, Cheshire. 

The FDA said it would not 
recommend approval of. aqy 
new applications which list 

7/>nt»fa n* rtw» Tn amrfartnr fir of 
sterile pharmaceuticals until 
the problems identified at the 
plant had been resolved.. The 
sterile manufacturing area sub- 
ject to the FDA inspection is 
a sophisticated plant respon- 
sible exclusively for a cancer 
treatment called Zoladex. 

Zeneca's shares crashed by. 
as much as 50Jp before re- 
covering to dose at 1805p, 
down 33 25p on the day. 


Banks with interests in the 
Far East stood out. Standard 
Chartered tutanother all-time , 
high, up 26p at S4L5p, while 
HSBC finned 19p to 1582, 
ahead of Monday's results. : * •: 

Tetevi^oastpckswere^m 
an active sector. Speculation 
that - a bid was about to be .: 
launched' for Ibrfeshfre Tpoe- 
Ttees sent its shares 30p high- , 
erat 12723pwith Granada, the 
obvious candidate, 2L25p; 
w eaker id 908.75p as a result;. 

■ HTVs good run continued , 
on reports- that if was forging 
-a cfomr production. alliance 
with ^hxner brothers of die . 
US. The shares ended llpto - 
tire good at 361.5p ahead of 
next week’s results. 

. . Shares in Henfys motored . 
ahead, jo stling, for top, slot in 
the list of FTSE 250 advancers 
with a.32J>p gain to 559p,af- 
ter the car dealership and 
t group unveiled 1996 
of £33-3m versus. 


Taking Stock 


laos the look rf low& Booai; 
the Dnndee-basedp ac k n gl n g 
. group. ReHeTtJiat respectable . 
rMBdtswereacpmqtaid tdhr 
;ane»cwc®®gii%:fe3fing state-. 

mart has seen the Irenes 
bounce recently dfftdrywr- 
low of38&5p fa last trigbfs 
doserf449-5p,ttplp- 

Management is feeen toac- 


jratewhBe arofiusfbahwce 
sheet provides anpqple scope to 

mp li y bote-on acqtdsStfoiis. 
tkairrineMfys the forward " 
p/e ratio of U is too conserv- 
ative and fte shares sbonld 
outperform as farrestors re- 


[^ymJistedCaBCurrent 
lb±noh)i£es, the computer 
suod production com- 




3m last time. 


increasing 19%prafits by 129 
per cent to lUs and paying 
a maiden dividend of 0.1p. 
The sharesleapt7p to 25p. 
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QATimnAYi MARCBT-I9^r • THS EbfDEPENTOINT 


sport 


Manifesto 


of a Coke 


can rebel 


Joanne Muggeridge has shocked the 
badminton world. Nick Duxbury reports 


W e've all warned to do it 
at some stage and next 
to biffing the boss, pour- 
ing a cold, sticky liquid over his 
head has its menu when the red 
mist of frustration takes hold. 

Joanne Muggeridge, the bad- 
minton player once sponsored 
by the equipment company 
Headstrong; employed the real 
thing in a wav Coca-Cola would 
not approve of to end abrupt- 
ly a meeting with the England 
manager, Sieve Baddeley, in his 
Milton Keynes office. The in- 
cident eigh t days ago has passed 
into sporting folklore, but the 
27-year-old Muggeridge. having 
spectacularly thrown open the 
door marked "Bad Girl of 
British Badminton", is eager to 
slam it shut just as quickly. 
However, it may take time. 

All Muggeridge. a double 
Commonwealth Games gold 
medal winner and twice an 
Olympian, wants to do is play 
for England. Baddeley wants the 
best players id his squad and 
Muggeridge. at No 3fl. is 
Britain's highest -ranked woman 
singles player in the world. So 
why the spat? 

For a start, the Catford-bom 
professional was feeling the 
pinch, having been dropped from 
the elite 2&-strong squad, who 
have their travel and hotel bills 
paid for by the Badminton As- 
sociation o f England. A trip to the 
forthcoming Swiss Open will set 
her back at least £500. Lottery 
cash is also about to be splashed 


around and only Securicor’s gen- 
erosity is keeping her on the road. 

Baddeley. who doubles as the 
director of elite play, took action 
after Muggeridge missed two 
grand slam events through injury 
and doubts grew about her fit- 
ness. Elite players are obliged to 


play in the top domestic events 
fell 


and the ate fell after she with- 
drew from the December tour- 
nament. 

“1 couldn't believe it when 1 was 
told rd been dropp«l. I'd had a 
minor shori-term injury." said 
Muggeridge- whose claim that ter 
overall fitness is fine is backed by 
a semi-final place in the Indian 
Open in January. “When you are 
injured it's bad enough not play- 
ing, never mind being told you're 
out of the squad. I couldn't play 
in the September grand slam be- 
cause of a thigh muscle injury and 
in December it was my Achilles. 
There was no question of my 
shirking my responsibilities to 
England. 1 am fit and I wanted to 
play those matches." 

The grand slam tour arrived 
at Mansfield last weekend and 
Muggeridge asked for a pre- 
event paw-wow with Baddeley. 
It did not go welL 

"He told me that even if I 
played at Mansfield I wouldn't be 
back in the squad. Outside in the 
car I had all my kit packed ready’ 
to play the next day. I was so up- 
seL" It was at this point that a 
fizzy substance came into con- 
tact with Baddeley's hair. 

"I was just so frustrated. He 




UOTES 
OF THE 
WEEK 


■ I’m 52 now and l don't warn to be 
turning up at muddy training grounds 
for the rest of my fife. Dave Bassett 
on his appointment as NotbnjJiam For- 
est general manager. 

■ Everyone can see it was nowhere 
near a penalty. The referee was only 
(he yards away. It was just shocking, 
heart-breaking. I ltett i OTMB. Leices- 
ter manager, on the decision that put 
Chelsea into the FA Cup sixth round. 
■I feel a >ear aider tonight Ruud Out- 
fit. Chelsea manager. 

■ Christopher Vincent is the reposi- 
tory of treachery. He is a sement - no 
creator of hereture coUd have irMsntBd 
him. He sfithers forward to his riches, 
hoping you mH do rifrit ly him. He m^it 
as well have taken the oath on a 
chequebook. Rorfeey Kievan, Bruce 
Grobbeiaar’s defence barrister, during 
the match-fang tnal, on the chief pros- 
ecution witness. 

■ He told me to 9 ow my hair long and 
I would gpr in the England side. I ask 
you, what sort of shit Is that? Man 
Dicks, of west Ham, on meeting the 
Engand assistant coach, John Goman. 

■ Short of sending a couple of gjys 
In balaclavas round with baseball bate, 
there’s not a lot you can do to stop Nm. 
Jm Duffy, Hbemian manaffr. alter de- 
feat at Rangers, on Brian laudoip. 

■ I'm gad to be back. I went for a 
walk yesterday, and I must say I real- 
ly liked the renovated pedestrian 
mne. Martina Mngb waxes Ijrtsl back 
iri her home town, Kosice, tor the first 
time since she was three years old. ■ 


TODAY 

Football 


Marches no* an pools coupons 3.0 unless 
stated 


FA UMBRO TROPHY TtiW round: Altmcham 
v Bebop Auckland. Asmon Uid v Hyde: Cofcvyn 
Bay vSt Uonatd&Stamcirft Oorctesur v Wok- 
ing Gloucester v Runcorn: Heybnoge Swifts v 
KxJdemwaw Hamers: Morecambe v Dagen- 
ham & Redbridge: Stevens^ « Guueiey. 

QM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: awnsgrovu 
Rovers v Nontwnch Vnaona: Dover vSautnpwt 
Gateshead v Hayes: Hednesftxd v Telford: Ket- 
tering vStaYbndge Cemc MncdesfieWvFnm- 
boroutfv Riihden S Oamcncb v Stag* VMfcig 
vHeMa*. 

IQS LEAGUE Premier Division; Aylesbury v 
Bebop's Stretford: Bromley v Enfield: cnert- 
sey v Huchm: Cuhvicn v Harrow; Kirgsronian 
v Hendon: Purtlemv Starnes St Albans « Car- 
shalun: Sutton Utd v Boreham Wood: Vead 
mg s Yeovil. Hro* DMsImr Aldershot v 
Croydon; Batten v Basingstoke: Berkhamsted 
v Abingdon Town: BtUencay u Motesey; Bogn- 
or Ra#s v Convey Island: Hampton v Marlow: 
Maidenhead v teyton Pwmann Thame v Che- 
diam: Tooting & Mitcham v Uxbndpt; Whyte- 
teste v Wotangham; Wonting * Walton & 
Hersham. Second Division: Beriong v Hungpr- 
ford; Bedford Town v Witham: Chaltorn St Pa- 
ler v Lortfuon: Cheshunt v Bansraad: Dorktog 
V Ware: Edgeare v aacfcnell: EjJtam v Collier 
Row & Romford; Kernel Hempstead v Wlverv 
hoe: Horsham v Windsor -S Eton; Metropoli- 
tan pqice y Leatherheao; Tilbury v Wembley. 
IhW Dhrtsforc An^ey v WeaUstene; East Ihir- 
rot* v Trtng; Epsom & Ewell v Oapwn: Horn- 
church v Cambanay: KeTjpbury v Bra in tree: 
levies v Hartford: Southall v Harlow: Wingate 
4 Finchley v Flacfcvreii Heath. 

UNBOND LEAGUE Premier Dtvfcriorr A c- 
crmgton Stanley v Weisford; Alfreion v Cnor- 
ley; Boston Utd v Lancaster Birdon » Barrow: 
FncUey v Marine; GansbonM^t v Leek: Spen- 
nymoorvEmley: Wilton v Blyth Spartans. Hi*t 
Division: Congeun v Lei#i RMI; CUraon Ash- 
ton v RadcWfe Borough: Eastwood Town v Fare- 
ley Caine: Harrogate Town v Aftnemn; Lincoln 
UtdvWohongJon: Mettierfield v Ftrdon; Stocks 
bodge v Grema WammjDn v Bradford Part Av 
enue; WMJey Bay v Droyfctfen: Vtateop v Greet 
Harwood. 


RACING RESULTS 


NEWBURY 

2JXK 1. SPIEM3D THYNE U OSbonel 8-4 
fey; 2. Clinton 4-1; 3. Strong Tel 14-1. IS 
ran. 9. 5. a Casey, Upper Lamboreni. Tote: 
£3-10; EL 50. £2.00. £230. DF: £6.40. CSF: 
£12.95. Tno: £17.70. NR: Peer, FcUv. 
230; L TOP JAVAUN [R Greene) 6-1: 2. 


rs Legacy 6-1; 3. Penn cater 16-1. 9 
9-4 fav Cardinal Riie 


ran. 9-4 rav Cardinal RJe i5thl. 2 2. iN 
Hawke. Chord]. Tote: £8.10. £2.00. £1.60. 
£3-30. OF: £24.80. CSF: £40.14. Tncast: 
£50934. Tno: £97.40. 

3J5Ct L KINGS CHERRY h 3 Uewa^nl 11-2: 
2 . High Altitude 93; 3. Mister Oddy 4-5 
tav.4rao. Wj. 1L UOU. Wroujjitrni. Tote: 
£4.50. DF: £5.10. CSF: £16.05. 

3-30: X. LORD MCMURROUGH iR Fanam) 
6 1: 2 . Oatis Rose 11 4 fav; X Hooded 
Hawk 11-2. 11 ran. 1'/-. 8 . U Neml«. New- 
pore. Tote: £10.60: £2.40. £L70. £230. 
OF: £930. CSF: £23.5L TncaSL £92.07. Tws 
£46.90. NR: Oenham KftU. 

4.00: L HOLLAND HOUSE (Mr C Vtgors) 
4-5 tav: Z Mss MObrook 7-4; 3. Clotrtekeo 
Lad 20- L 6 ran. 12. 28. iP Cham ngs. Sas- 
ngstoke*. Tote: a. 70: £130. £130. DF: 
£1.60. CSF: £233. 

430: LTAXEAMBMOU Osborne) 9-2:2. 
Chens Star b-U 3. Salty Biri 20- L 13 ran. 
3-1 lav wamous ilWl. 5. 4 i0 Sherwood. 
Upper Lamhoumi. Tote: £5.10; £1.60. 
£2.50. £B3U DF: £1L40. CSF: £27 J57. Tno: 
£105.70. 

5.00: L STORMY PASSAGE tG Tormev) 
9-2: 2 . Lord KbaOee 7-2 jt tar. 3. UnsMi- 
aMe Boxer 11-2. 7 ran. 7-2 jt (av Moon- 
Mver routed opi. 9. 8 . ip Hobbs. Mrtenaadi. 
TotK £4 JXr. £ 2 . 00 . £ 2 . 10 . DF £830. CSF: 
09.33. 

Jackpot: £7.100.00 (part won: poo) <x 
£3373.63 earned tanvard id Newbury Udayl. 
Ptacepot £103.30. Quadpob £17.10. 
Place 6: £33330. Place 5; £1503 L 


KELSO 

2 J 2 Q; 1 . KALAJO >B Storevi 10 - 1 : 2 . Des- 
perate Days 12-1; 3. Two For One 5- L U 


ran. Evens lavCat Me Black i pulled up'- 15. 
- - - £13.00: 


8 . (B Macsaegan. HawidcJ. Tote: £1 
£230. £4 70. £2.10 OF- £90.50. CSF: 
£95.84. Tno: £82.50. 

230C L CUSH OF SWORDS 0. W^ert 8 - 11 
tar. 2. AnHia's Gam 33-1: 3. Cry Baby 6-4. 
6 ran. B. no. iP Cahec, Rjpon). Tate: £130: 
£Lia £730. DF- £23.80. CSF: £21.49. NR: 
Jungfe Fresh. 

420: L OFF THE BRU iMr M Bradbianei 
41 2. CeAkfli Boy 5-1: 3. Whaat FetUe 
16-L B ran. 7-2 lav Judioous Captain item. 

9. hd. iWre S Ebadburoe. CUpsrt. Tote: £4.80: 
£1.70. £2.00. £2.90. DF: £12.50. CSF: 
£22.09. Tncast £258.6L 

3£0: L MARELLO iP Nhiem 12 few. 2. 
Star Sel ection 14-1; a. Dana Point 4- 1. 8 
ran. 8 . 7. (Mrs M Reveiey. Salroumi. Tote: 
n Vf EL 40. £L9a £L ID. DF: £9.20 CSF 
£ 8 - 20 . 

420:1. 8GT1ME IMr M aatftumei 5-2fen 
2. Royal Jester 4-L- 3, HoKreyman 100-30. 
8 ran. 12, 6 . U Hughes. Gaiasfwlsi. Tore 
£4.10: £130. £130. £130. DF: £5.60. CSF: 
£1130. 

430 : 3L M 8 LETONIAN (B Storey) 9-2: 2. 
Elation 4-1: 3. IfafielaefaRs 12 L 9 ran. 
5-2 fey Pariah i5tht. 5 . 2 -.. (B Macf^rt. 
Hawick). Tote £530: £1-60. £1.50. £2.70- 
DF: £15.00. CSF: £22.2a Trt&MK £18830. 
Trio: £49.10. _ 

Ptacepot £14030- (Juadpot £12.80. 
Place 6 : £65.39. Pt«" 5: £19.87. 


PLUMPTON 

2-10: l_ RHYTHM AND BLUES (B Ftow- 
efl) 7 2: 2. Tbrtta 7-1 fav; a Into The Web 
9-4. 8 ran. 6 . 12 . iR BucWerJ. Tote: £5.60; 
LL70. £130, £1.10. DF: £4.60. CSF: 
£9.54. Tho: £2.30. NR: One In The Eye. 

Z40: 1. NXAN ARROW (C Maude) U - 8 ; 
2 . Court Master 11-10 (at X Purbeck 
Cavafier U-2 . 6 raa 15. 9. (M Ppa). TWe: 
£2.00: £1.10. £130. DF: £1.80. CSF: 
£3 04. 

3JjO: 1 . ROSKEEN BRDGE IM RtcfGWS) 

6 - 1 : 2 . DancetUyoudrop S-2bv:3.Ms- 
ter Blake 7-L 7 ran. l / : . 8 . {C Weedont. 
Wss £330; £230. £1-50. DF: £6.70. CSF. 
£18.47. 

340: JL APATURA HAD IW McFarland) 

7- 1; 2. Nor mara nge 11-8 fav; a Fortyl- 
«n Dee 20-1. 9 ran. Qtsi. dtst. tR Alnen. 
Tote: £?J80: £1.40. £130, £3.70. DF; 
£6.50. CSF: £15.37. tho. £74.70. 

4L0; 1 . FVWUhA id O'Sullivan' 16-1: 
2. Wlnsptt 4-1; a Beau Bofalllart 2-1. 5 
ran. 15-8 fav Mammy's Choice. 3, 11. (R 
Rowe). Tote: £12.70: £2.40. £2 60. DF: 
£22.20. CSF: £64.39. 

440: 1- MAYB-MAYB IA P McCoy) 2-1 
fev: 2. St VHe 7-1; 3. Bala Vogue 5-2 7 
ran. 6 , 5. U NevtBei. Tots: £2.50: £130. 
£3.70. DF: £9.50. CSF: £14.99. 
Placepot £44.10. Quadpot: £17.20. 
Place 8 ; £46.49 Place 5: £40.72. 
SOUTHWHJ. 

2JL5: 1 MARAEH (R Mufem 4-9 fav: 2. 
Good Day 12-1; 3. Woor fla nd Nymph 5-L 
7 ran. 3'A. nh. (M Bed). W* £130: £1.10. 
£7.90. DF: £530. CSF: £6.35. 

2-45; 1 GRAND CRU lA Cuftianel 9-i 
2. Undauraterscubaitva 8-1; 3. World 
Without EM 8-1. 9 ran. 6-4 fav □ nkJo 
i40i,v 2 11 tMre M Rwefey). TotK £640: 

£2.50. £170, £230. DF: £2030. CSF: 
£35.41 Tno: £35.50. 

315: 1 CRETAN GET (T G Mctautftim 
12 - 12. Bold Frontier 6-1 3. Broadstalrs 
Beauty 12-1 12 ran. 4-1 p lavs Bold Ef- 
fort. Steppes Brow, l’/., 6 . (N Lomoden). 
Tote; £17.40; £5.30. £2.60. £4.80. DF: 
£64.60. CSF: £77.66. Tncast £836.64. 
Tno: £216.00. NR: Elton Ledger. 

345: 1 RAMBO VMU7ZER flora U&ndsi 
6-1:2. Genuine John 14- 1 3. C ha dielgh 
Lane 16-1 13 ran. 9-4 fav Knotty HR. 3Y.-. 
2 . (D Nbchoitsj. Ante £5.40: £160. £3.40. 
£4.70. DF: £46.70. CSF: £85.36. Tncast 
£1234.18. Tho: £133.10. NR: Suez Tor- 
nado. 

US: 1 NORTHERN FAN (Dean Mche- 
muni 3-1- 2. Flag Fen 12-1 3. Desert In- 
vader 112- 7 ran. u-atavSaraar. Nk, 3. 
(N TinUerl. Tbt e: £3.10: £190. £8-90. Dft 
£14.70. CSF: £32.42. 

445: 1 MAFTUN fD Hdfend) 11-12. 
KAnamartyra Gtrt 10- 1 3. African-Pard 
9-1 13 ran. 2-1 fev Kaiamata rsthi. 1 nk. 
IG Moore). Thte: £6.60; £4.60. £3 10 . 
£2.90. DF: £4350. CSF: £10858. Trrc- 
ast £960.72. Tno: £22830 [part won). NR: 
Northern Charmer. 

Pfecepot £1926-90. Quadpot £11930- 
Place 6 : £1.253.46. Place 5: £95637. 
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Dogged by controversy: Joanne Muggeridge, with Bronte, at home this week 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


didn't move, or say anything. He 
was quite surprised," said Mug- 
geridge. who, having also been 
given a letter which relieved her 
of “all responsibilities and oblig- 
ations" to the squad, flounced 
off to Germany to get match 
practice for the All England 
Championships which start in 
Birmingham on Tuesday week. 

The decision by Baddeley, 
whose reflexes won him Com- 
monwealth gold, to remain im- 
mobile was the correct one, 
according to Maiyanne Hendiy, 
the BAE spokeswoman. u He 
didn't react. It would have been 
a mistake if he had. but after- 


wards he was extremely upset,” 
tfcmofMiie- 


she said. On the question of Mug- 
geridge 's post-dunking image. 


Henehy added: “Joanne is no 
more difficult to handle than 
some others, but die has her own 
views and is a very strong-mind- 
ed person.” 

Few olive branches have 
been waved this week, but Bad- 
deley has indicated that if Mug- 
geridge allows her training to be 
monitored by the BAE and if 
there is an improvement in her 
fitness, she could be reinstated. 
“We are not doubting her abil- 
ity,” be said. “She could be in 
the world's top 20." 

A thaw of sorts continued with 
her response to a letter of sup- 
port for the manager signed by 
17 of the elite squad, including 
her England doubles partner, 
Julie Bradbury. The players 


“wholeheartedly^ backed Bad- 
deley for demanding that Mug- 
geridge plays in grand slam 
events, follows a strict training 
regime and does not play in the 
German Bimdesliga when re- 
quired to play in England. The 
letter went on: “We hope that 
Joanne will recognise her mis- 
judgement and do her best to 
repair the situation, for she is 
a talented player who we would 
like to see team hard and even- 
tually fulfil her potential.” 

In the latest of almost daily 
faxes to national newspapers 
which have kept the brouhaha 
going, Muggeridge replied that 
in hindsig ht her “actions last 
weekend were capable of mis- 
interpretation by my fellow 


>he will 'play in the next 
grand slam at Redbridge in 
April whether or not she is re- 
instated, but “the withdrawal of 
funding and support is so fun- 
damental to my ability to com- 
pete at the highest level that I 
must co ntinu e to pursue the av- 
enues of appeal open to me to 
remedy my present position.” 

Either on court, or off it, 
Muggeridge is competitive - a 
trait she has inherited from 
her father and coach, Vic, a re- 
tired fire man who has twice 
been in trouble with the BAE 
for over-enthusiasm at match- 
es. There is a divide between 
ber and Baddeley r but at least 
his hair should be dry by now. 
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Athletics 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


Britain’s best exoss-ebuntry run- 
ners -witha couple of. signify 
caiu exceptions, assemble oix a; 
course nest to Luton Airport to- 
morrow, ail of them seeide g Eft- 
off to the World QiangHO admps 
in Turin in three, weeks’ time. 

Britain's success at the Eu- 
ropean Championships before 
Christmas, where Jon Brown . 
won the men’s indzvidnal tide 
and the women took the team 
silver medal, has raised the 
profile of a sport. Brown will not 
be running the trials, choosing 
instead to train at bjgh altitude 
in -.Vancouver. . Britain’s top 
woman, Paula Raddiflfe,wifl also 


top seven. platings hr lntcraa- 
tionafAmaicurAfbJetie Feder- 
ation World LCbaBenge races , 
and Andrea Wlntcomte, one of 
the European < sihp 
EB&ti 


train at altitude in Albuquerque. 

sctedJontobe 


“Ws never expected.... . . 
at the trials,” Davie Clarice, the 
British team manager, said. “It. 
was the same With Ruiia. Wfe are 
in regular contact with both of 


at trying to support people of this 
calibre. Vlfe are desperate to field 
our top athletes so that we can 
do as wefl as possible.” 

Other than these two, how- 
ever, and the current national 
champion Jon NuttaiL, who is 
making recovery from a shin 
problem, which is likely to pre- 
vent him cotrqpetmg in Turin, all 
the offier leading exponents will 
be at Luton. They include An- 
drew Pearson, the 1995 Euro- 
pean bronze medallist, Keith 
Cullen, last year's trials winner 
who - readied the Olympic 
steeplechase semi-final, Rob 
Denmark die 28-year-oki Com- 
monwealth ■ff.OOO metres cham- 
pion, Xucy. Elliott, . who 
established herself as No 2 to 
Rtiddifie dtia Bc aa oh with four 


. “Inafiiiniyw^Theraceswai 

be better without Jdn and Paula 
because they will be that much 
ctoser.^-Oilcft saiiL fir is a 
wonderful - o pp ortunity * for 
. someone to come and make s 
name for themselves. ” * 

That someone might be 
Christian Stephenson, the 22- 
year-old: from' Cardiff, who 
made the top 30. in the 1993 
World Junior .Championships. 

What would de light every 
neutral woutd. be the right of 
Gfyn Homans forcmg his way 
imp the team in wfefwill be his 
■first serious nice since 1995. 

Homans, a Coventry lecturer, 
hadtwbmagoropcranonsonhis 
heart last year to seal , a valve. 
Since then he -has made a re- 
marfcahte recovery' to suchao ex- 
tent that wheit he missed the 
European Championships last 
December it was because of calf 
trouble rather than heart troupe. 


e 


■ it 


- TODAY’S 

NUMBER 



Play 
il; 

_ in'.this 

jseaswi's top4hiEewill be eri- 
| titled toan eKCraptace m the 
1 UefeCtJp^Scotland 

Jarejdnt l4tf»qo7,99. . ... 
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WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier DMstotc ASv 
tord i Worcester Boidock » SnDngxwne: Bea- 
ten Altwn v twig's Lynn; Cambridge City v 
Halesowen Town; Chelmsford v Sudbury Town: 
Gravesend & NontifleM v Grosioy Rwera: Hast 
in^ v AthetstOTe; Menttyr Tydtw h Cnee 
tenham: Newport AFC v Crawley: Nuneaton v 
Salisbury. Mid and Division: Bedwortti v 
RwhweU; Evesham v Stafford: HmcHey Town 
v Tamvrortfv: Paget Rangers v Boston: Raunds 
v Haddncn; Sonnun v Grantham.- Stoutmdga 
v Dudley; VS Rugby v Shepsheo Dynamo- 
Southern DhrtsJoru Basil toy v tmn & 
Beveoera: Dartfbrd v Watenorwde: Ftetw ABv 
leoc. v Qevedcn; Ffcei v Fareham; witn^ v Buck- 
mgiam Town: Yaie v Forest Green ROms; 
Tonbrrd^ v Weymoum: TrowDndge v Margroe. 
WINSTDNLEAD KENT LEAGUE: Beckenham 
v Ded: CurntriLin v Rams^ire; Oockenhd v 
Wooiwtcii: FoOtesrons Invada v Cray Wander- 
ers Fumass v Favereham; Greenwich v Hythe: 
Heme Bay vTirtret^Wefe: Loteswood u VWM- 
stabie; Sheppey v Slade Greer; thamesmead 
v Canterbury. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Hist Dl- 
vMor AronM v Wcfc; Burgess HUI v Ragham: 
Langfiey » Saltdean: Oakwood v Shorehern; 
Peaceftaven ScTetcorribe vWhrtehawk: Port- 
field v Horsham YMCA: Rm^ner v Hassocks: 
Seisey v Haiteham, Southwick t Eastbourne 
Town: Three Bridges v Mile Oak. 

UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE Pl»- 
mier Divtskm: Bosron Town v Ford Sports: Co- 
^nhoe v WeHingborough: Desborougfi v 
Ptaten: Mrtiees Bfechaonev Eynesbuy: New- 
port Pagneil v Bourne; St Neats v Kempsmn: 
Stotfoid v Long BUcMw wooaon v Holbeech. 
League Cup third round: Northampton 
SpencervStewmts&IJoydsCorby- 

SCSEWRX DIRECT LEAGUE Prander DMsIon: 
Badwrell v Elmore; BamstafJe v Caine; Bde- 
fwd v Odd Own; BnrJgnatei v Paurton; Brts- 
Snfjon v Hndport; Bnstol Manor Fam v Chard: 
Chippenham v Taunton; Tiverton v Mar^ns- 
fieW: Tomngton v Wastfuy. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Pre- 
mier DhrMan: Befper v Maftby: Deraby v Hat- 
held Main; GtasshougMor Welfare v Hattwn; 
Huckruk v Uversatge: North Femby v Arrmhor- 
pe We Hare; Ossat Afixon v Arnold: Pomefroa 
vEteasSefcy vAtfifieU: ShrfheMvOssettTmwt 
Thaddey v nckerag, 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE First D£ 
vfatnr Atherton Coltenes v Mane Road; Btact.- 


pooi Raven v Moatfey: Bumax^ v nassendale; 
Cnaddenon v Bootte: Eastwood Hanley v 
Nantmdft; Gtossop j St Helens Town; Hoher 
CM Boys v Ncfc 0 Dve, Pemttti v Newcastle Town: 
Present v TraDira; Satford v Durwen; Vauxhal 
GM v Ctttreroe. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Lymngton v 
Cowes: Anttovw v Aerostructures: Betnerton 
Heath v Romsey: East Cowes v Whachureh; 
Easttargn v Wmowne: Petashekr v Gosport: 
Ryde v Dowraon: Thatcham v Tanon. 

JEWSON EASTBtN LEAGUE Preratar DIvMor 
D tss v Wisbech: Fetadnw v Wroxham; Gar 
lesion v WarbojiK Lowesteft v Wanton; Match 
v HjdHKh: Sudbxy Wanderers v Buy Town; 
Tiptree v Great Yarmouth. League Cup eeml- 
finals: Halstead v Harwich 3 Parkecten: 
Havemil v Hsun. 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE: 
Biakanat v Btacwreh: BoMmere St Micftaeis v 
WUenhaD: Chasemwn v Bndgnonh: Hmckley 
Athletic v OkJbuiy: Wsall Vila v Stratfonf; Per- 
snorevhnypersleyVictera; Roffisterv Stapen- 
rvft Sandnefi v Barwefl; Shrinal v Rushall; west 
Midlands PoAce v Haiesmen Hamero. 
FEDBtAIlON BREWERY NORTHERN LEAGUE 
First Division: Bedtmgton v Durham: BSSng- 
ham Synthona v Easngton; Crook vTow law; 
GuBborouBhvMiararcMoroethvWestAuck- 
tentt RIM Newcasde v Secant: Shidon v Wfu- 
bje South Shields v IXatnrvc Stockton v 
Chester ie-Stroet Whckham v ConsetL 
LEAGUE OF WALES; AOerystwythvEbbrvVate; 
Caemarfcn vTon Fterve; Caetws v BanBxOty: 
Cernaes Bay v Barry: Cwmbran v Conwy; Ftrt 
v Carmarthen (2.30); Inter Cable-Tei Cardiff v 
Kotywel t230j; Uansantfhaid * Bmon Ferry; 
Porthmadog v Welsh pool. 

SMRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Pnomlor DtvWoc 
AntevGlemorBnjOusadBrevPoTtaaownjGte- 
navon v CafmnvillK UnfieU v Coleraine. First . 
DMson: Ballymena v Baaytfarec Camck v Ban- 
gpr. Lame <- Cima^t; Newry v DsWiery. 

PRESS A JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: »D- 
ra Rangers v Fort Wftam: Qsn v CTBtfnacuddn; 
Kerth v Deveronvale; Rothes v Buckie Thebe. 
HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRS4ND 
Premier DMslorc Finn Hwps v Home F«m 
Everton fTJOi: Sligo Rows v SheBxxime 
1 730). 

P0NT1KS LEAGUE CUP Group Onm Post- 
parted: Burnley v Oldham. 


Rngby Loagne 

STOWS Bme» LEAGUE itatDMtfon: ftwh- 
estone v Huk Wn^ton Rovers (330); Hud- 
darsfieW v Wtwehawxi (330); Hun v Swtnun 
CJJS); Wafctetwld v Dewsnucy C33QV. Wortv 
■tgton v K e^fSey (3£». Second DMatom 
CwteJe v Battey 0.0); Hurtsha v Lancashire 
lynx 0JO); Le^r v Barrow <3.0); Rochdale v 
Doncaster 0.0). 

SOX cur PLATE Second mood: Bromley v 
WMnes (3.0). 

FRIENDLY; Wigpn v CastteftmJ (3.0). 


Rugby Union 

30 unless seated 
HVE NATIONS' CNAMPTONSMP 
Fnglend v ftenon 
(at IWcAenham) 

Scotland * Maud — — 


fat MurrayfleM) 

COURAGE CLUBST CHAMPIONSMP Na- 
tional League Three: Exeter v Lydrwy; Har- 
ropte v London Welsh; Leeds v WidseB; 
Liverpool Si Helens v Havant; OOey v FykJe; 
RBaAigvCMon (200); Ross^n ParkvMor- 
(ey: Wharfedate v Redruth. Notional League 
FawNorUKAsiiatnflvStMMdgKBimiiitK- 
hatn A SoUhud v Kendal; Herefort v Sheffield; 
lichfiefcl v Worcester fteston Grastfwppen v 
Manchester, Sandal v Stoke-on-Trent; Wlrv 
nstgton Park v Nuneaton. National Lea^m 
Poor Sooth: Bertone v Bony Hill; Met PoHoa 


* High Wycombe; North WWanom v Camber- 
toy; Tab “ “ 


Tabara v Charlton Park; Vtaton-S-Mate v 
Plymowh. 

SMBUJEC CUP S eve nth ro und. Treonhy v atd- 
gono (230). 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Rrat OMstoic 


Ebiw Vato v CtotfifT (2L3Q); Uanefi v Caerphdy 
acondU- 


030): Newbrtdff V Naath BL30K Second 
vision: Blackwood v Maestag |230). 
ANGUI-WteSH DIVISION TWO COMPETITION 
Group A; Porttypooi vBtacMwath (1.0): rach- 
rnonov Cross KevL-ttoupB: Sown Wales Po- 
h» v Cowanay Q-30\- Group C: Nottai^nm 
vAbertftery: Grora R Uaridowiyv tendon Soot- 

tish 030); Rotherham v Ystrad®nia«; Rufr 
by v Bonyraen (ZOi. 

TOUR MATOt Ecwtbufh Acadamicats vMen- 
dOQ fAlg) (11.0). 


Hockey . 

ADNAMSEASmendacQwtndbRlvCnitikto 
Unhosltv; Ooldieser v Peter Im uu 0 i Toan; 
Donhwn v Surtoun; tondch v BbhopeSurtfotd; 
RadbndV & MM v Cambridge CNy. 
NASTHPAZTORHOSoBth Prehdar Anchonans 
v Winchester; CMchBsnr vtMmbladan; Fteanem 
v Richmond: Gore Otwv Beckenham Maideo- 
heatl v Wgh Wycombe: Old Ktefltoriana v 
Hampstead a Westminster; OH WfejmenavAsh- 
ford; Spencer v Bonnemouth; Woking v Rsnv 
Wol»Wtem v llruip Wfefc 
DIZ MDLAND Prerator: Bkwsomflskl v Coven- 
try A North WAntdc FbmiaDn-bi-tteRtan v 
HartJcmo v Ux^txKWRfi Studma: t*%- 
ontfiam v raufca; Olton & West wamrek v North 
Nona. • 

SUNUFE WEST OF BHBJUTO tk SOUTH WALES 
Pleader: devedon v Bnstol l**ers»: lUtwors 
vBmhBucci? Swansea vtvtiouiJi; W 86 tmsu- 
jwr44are vTawtonVWer WWdtexch *L)an A 

NORTH First Division: Chaster v Formby; Kar- 
ro®rte v SwbImI: Norton v Spr s WWtt s. Ram- 
BMtna v Neaton; Southport v Ben Rvddkie 
llmperiey v SheRaU Balm. 

WOMBTS NAH0NAL LEAGUE PMader: Higb- 
nwn v Balsam Ureester (12JD;. Ipswich v 
CUton (12.0): Staughv Doncasaar (2.01: Trolana 
v Sutton CmdOoW (1-30). Fhat DMshnc Mk- 
Itans v Bredllaid StMthenbenk (12J0k ftadmaB 
vORon (ZO); Cartotwy vWMAadan 02J3): 
Qtefenstad Broedoak v Sundertaod Bedara 
(1L15). Second DMdoa: Efl*ns* Od LaWttD- 
ntoM (1-15): EnnouQi v Wed VWtrwy (12.CB: St 
Allans v UxMdxiratMi Stedams QL30); Shor- 
mwd v IMrtfcg ( 12 . 0 ). 

WOMBfS NORM Hmt Mrlaten: Carfifle v Wtf- 
ton: Chaanr v ShetSekt Liverpool v BJackbum; 
York v Poyncon. 

ROYAL AL-MISAL IMJMBtS MDLAIID FWk 
mier; Balsam Leloesarv BeOftiRl: CrVnsonRarrv 
bien v AkMdps Krnerac v HjmptomteArtan: 
North Stolls v Wtat aomoldL 
WOMBTS EAST SUPER LEAGUE Prosier; Ash- 
Ibid v Hartasun Maaproa: BerMieah vr 
Seuanoeka: CambndBe Obr v Buy Sc bdrrams; 
wwvrm Gotten Qty * IpsHkh. 

IMACrS WEST Premier: Bournemouth v £r- 
eter. OowcN v ChNtenttem; St Ausa* v Baotend; 
WSnbome Wafam v 'fete. 

WOMEN’S SOUTH First DMakMn Qty of 
Pcrtsmouth v Horsham; Reeding v Hempomf 
S Wasumnster Tube Hi v DiAwich; Wmcheiejr 
v Mtanhng Wncftmom Hll v Soranampten. 


wmsrsTRVSpans Tmra ooumxs fm 


DhtetaB Qty of OsDM » Wtemte Rye Harinrv 
* MNcMnd *0«toid IMwnw. iteton 


w ■ 

itocMoy 


Dmkn 

Keynes vBrodaidl. 
v Nawtuy; West Witney v 
Fsoilwn Cbrnmn. 


WoMNPemv ■ 


Baskotbafl 


BUOWBSER LEAGUE: CQSItf Man V UtoteMk 
[73Q; Dedry Snm * NiHoesite Eariss (7 JO: 

r(7Sl:l 


LetoanB (Men v Sheffield Shada ( 7i 


: Hemal 


A Wetted Rqeta v SkmMnani (7 JO); Renas 
hesnr fiwm (& 0 L 


ValEy Ram v Manchester 
MBIS NATIONAL LEAGUE f%et DMtoon: 


A Boban vUaopol (730b Oowray u Btaon (72 
Soterev Cankff 8LQ): Ware v MU 1 


r»JR: Wamvt 
• WB j tnF ra e YSmdaan (84»r 


lSMasrL{83K 


lea hocksy 


NATIONAL LEA 8 UE Frentac BBdbM T^vs * 
Southgate (3-0): GtMdtad V east Gnustaad 
(12J%Car4etRefV(MlMtfiiMara(UR:Houv 
- stow vlteuam (ZOJrSte«tonvCsnnadr£230): 
Teddrreon vRaejogftZOL FMWikn Bea- 
ston votyarponsmauih 1248: Btoeharav Brook- 
tends (2J0):BcutW8BV ftomtejr 12301; Hull v 
StourpOR C 2 . 0 ); tnctori Gyoittiana v Closcyx 
030); tea v Doncaattr 02JOK Leww v 
baaton n30K GMted Hnda v Hielsaridi (2.0); 
OUbnl Urevors^y a Gtouosenr Cky (2.01; Sienekl 
vHadetew ktegies Qfl;SCAberevTh»re (30L 
AEMHA CUP FtMOffr rnaefc AMMjp V OM 
Ijougawans fLlS^Owflat vHarbome CXOk 
Olton * Kaamv CLOfi Cdnm tartiars » Fam- 
baroogb U3J0£ Doncaster e Ealing (1230): 
H a rteann Maspes v Batoam Leicester C2.01: Ip- 
«Mi lrReddach (XUB; Lmtond Moure trH®*- 


SUPBtLEACUEPLAY-OWS Swear Ai H mc aa da 
* CanW |S30>. ana B: awSato * (Uactetel 
(7309; Ba am gitnk c rNo t t katuan (730). 


wwn -U-30): {jouUtoaroatfi SUdente * Suaon 
OMAetd (23C9:0tan«Bkrat 


laBtoanrU 12-30); SttmjJi 
« Liverpool C.OU Swietland Bodant v Woking 


nil JdLII LEAGUE WngsteVYGU)rflad-(B3ai: 

I lUahTedoni vPamtomougri 


. 11230); Trqans * BWnpa SURtad (130); 1 

RK13CK IMndwshrvCratnr 


SMnvSnMI 

(730). 

NORIREHHPHBiBf UjAG U C P la ji u Cte; P teC k -- 
tean vnway.tfun: Dumttes v Fte [730); Yd«- 
kqrvCasdratfi (63C0. 


:HIMDnvSj8neo«Ml3CKI 
■ tort 12.01; Wiwhmoae MO v Cteiartiuy tl2J0>. 


BaAwtM 


Other sports 


80WUC Wanton* EagWt Namte Moor Ctterp- 
tonmpflferto. 

IWI M MUfc Bntidi Quo Taam Oeenpiorehyw 
(StDCkportt. . . ' 


7-UP TROPHY Hoab'CtMitr Jets v London Tow- 
era (8451 tor NEG BterAtgAaotk- . 
BUDWEKGR LEAfitK BtrnvM^jam v Derby 
Sawn (4.13: N—asBe EatfaxvCiyaal Rate 

mors NADONAL LBAGW RrK DMakw MU 
Sima v Uvwpoot (318: Plymouth v Notonyiam 
(44D; Stnraton v Coventry (4,0): WaMminster v 
Wtee(7J8. 


TOMORROW 

FootbaB 


icsboctoy 


DONCASTER 

i; fc'f t,f ■ \ vk uf 

ji'!K 

iE ■*? 


■ '-n_i 

■.f f • 

■ j. 

5 




R 1 . • 


L- ' •' -. . 

^ -‘-.-1 - - -T -- 


'AC 

■ a. .i .... 

'■ ‘rU-'i 


.\.V\ uy. 

'iX',’ 7 ; 

‘ : j'.'- ’"s* 


WWP LAGER NXnoaUL IBWUE OF MELAMF 
Premier OMteoc UrawteOr CbteRs Outdo » Ctek . 

crtyooa. 


SWenEAGUE PW-oAs *oup A: CanWt Dee 
tev/VScoreUr Eatfe»(7X». teeup tt NOOntfsm 
* arackrtea 174». • * 


Medm ¥ Wngnai (5 JL®: 
U (53w Stakgrnr fttotoon 


150 


Rn^bjrUrion- 

30 unless anted . " .j.- . -I - : 

COURAQE CUBS' CHAMPIONSMP KaHooN 
leaftolter SoUtc Otetertasm v Astere»(230fe 
Ncntoy vNewuy. 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Oet DMdcMC Pot^ 
tinrtrtrt If Tegnrtei (T TT] 

MMLO4M0M OWBnN TWO COHrDTimH 
fltaup Or Bedfardv Abaawi 


Peterboroutffi rTeiten ( 

(630): SodnuS V Gusotad (7.0). 

NORTHERN PREMIER LEAGUE Play-CfT*: 
CaadanaCv DuitMaa BOMinqMd v Bbck- 
tedn (8309; Patetey r Rfh (830). --- 


HMber sports 

BOWUS Women's Engtah Mature) todoor Cham- 
ptoahlp (YoWJ. . . 

ATTGEllCS: BrtqshWteW CrotKkCowitiyOwTip- 
rorettpe trtelE (LumnL 


• .. .. .J 

<C! ■*/;*. ^ 

.f? 

— *-■ - at 

* eeawi 


? . "* 1 ' ,l ™ r « :vreTiiat -jp 


LINGFIELD 


O EE TAURUS CUUMNG STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 
added 3Y0 Ini 


HYPERION 

220 Crackerfaox 2J55 Misty Cay 320 Hurtle berry 
AjQO Rlflfl 420 Royal Action 5.00 Noble Hero 


GOING: Sundarrl. 

STALLS: im - imueio: r«i - utsnte. DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Equttrack jjjrfarc: (cti-hanrl. -slurp unduLallng mursc 

■ iVeirw- is SE ot wwn nn B2iiJ8 Un^tk-ld ruuon l served by London. 
Victoria) arficuns eourav. ADMISSION: 'Vmhers £ I J: Family enekrsure 


022111 BAILraOHOUGH BUT (8 (D) T D Baton 9 1 

00- HAKW TWST (15S) R Harmon 8 13 . 


5 443132 AF0lL0RB)f7)(CU)G LM00TES96. 

6 120632 LORDSKrn ICO) ASaSqr 6 9 4 

7 003-210 SHAW ■O>[7>[a?|0F)RM Roeer 7811- 

- 7 1 


_Cte>dy Morris 7 
S Seeders 6 


-DHbhImoXB. 


336512 BKHANWG EVE (12)nC ManB 12. 
006306 BETJnJE(23)GU*we33. 


660-246 OLRKB«r7)BPBaa83- 


kDayerQI 
-Crafr Moiite4 


BETTMQ: 2-1 RUB. Wt Speedy Ctaadc, SlSqabe Confe 112M Sly, Apofc 
Red, 8-1 Wate Die Beat 10-1 Sbam tea 


04-1153 MJSIYCAyC2D pXJ)SCkw82. 


-DR McCabe SB 
-A Daly P) 1 


-edectared- 

BETTIN 6 : T4 Bafielwrou# Boy, 5-2 Eachuettog Ere, 11-4 Mhty Cay, 10-1 Ov 
Kevin, 14-1 Be Tim, 16-1 Major Ttesi 


4.30 


RAPPORTEUR STAKES (CLASS D) £4^00 
added lm 2f 


S!l CAE PI 

VRK: i -lull &;i, rvmainrW frc*-. 

330 

SIS 

RACING 



1 401103- 


BLINKERED FIRS T TIME : Noble Hero [ 'i.nni. 
tVlNNEBS IN LAST SEVEN UASSc Behirfaomigh Boy 12JVT1 mat a Smh- 
nell mt Mo retry: Squire Conic i-i.nri) iron to LincfrHd on Saturday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Amiro |.'».iMt has been acre 170 miles 
by r Tlvimiun from Mxldleham. North Yorkshire; Touch’u’gotR.OO) sent 
•JTO mile* hy M Jnhmd> m Oran MuUU-ham, North Yorle^hlJI. , . 


2.20 


PISCES MEDIAN AUCTKJN MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3300 added 3Y0 Tf 

00043 BON GUEST (18) TNa#ran 90 — SSondenl 


LODESTONE PATENT CARE HANDICAP (CLASS 
0 £7,325 added lm 

A Morris 4 


31504-1 RM0S[17)(qUBLSBttE7 913. 


021611 DURE WLENIMO (HQ (CO) A HoBnhead 5 9 4 
601051- TAIMA (88) (CO) G Vteffi 7 9 4 


_D Hefted 8 


050000 AT LBEKIY (46) (CD) B iferroi 5 9 10 


0031-11 ROTWLAC1ION (21} (C) J Bafts 4 9 10. 


500224 NHKrtM«|0SA)(ra&TU»n597. 


2441-55 PHNCEDNDM(10)(CO)DfeiireS>tti69 7 
1- WSEY BEST (95) (CD) GLfckne 381 


WO- 160 BUJEFUBL01 (CD) R krgan 4 9 0. 
050236- BANZ)UFfUS/U(2U)fCD)GLMan4 90 


01002-1 HURTLTOB)IBr(83)(QlnidHtmrreion486_ 
0320-10 DANCES WITH HOOVES [23] (Q D (tenth Dae 


18710 



303046- SUMnEHWE WOOD (US) P Moonay3a i 
- S declared - 



BEmH aD w ai Tlaj N A g to, 7-2 Mereey — at Mg feWMr; MPrteBa Daraife 

18-1 At Ubsty. 33-1 


ran CHewu.Rocii 06 ) RFamr 90 

W0-M3 TAUStMN(ll)SDoviSiO. 


CRACXB9QX (26} H Wary 8 9 

03300-6 EMU’S RISK (14) Brians 0 9 

6 POLGWYHNE (35) 'a Sral 8 ? 

3-33633 IHNDBORN (ID C ALm 89- 


Jt Perhen3 
-W Ryan 4 


002041 SPEMCarS REVOKE (UJ (CO) Pi 

MrtiMn wtfgt; Ta ICO. Jtua lundcap mltfc SRenur's flevtepf 7B Sb. 
BETTWG: 4-1 TaUca, 9-2 HaNMwrty.UlteMt.Btee Hytr. B-lOeMS, 7-1 Duke 
VUenttae, 12-1 Dancre WHh Heowst, Banzhat 14-1 S 


g-QQj LEO HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^025 added 3YO 
lm 2f 


-OIMteaB 
D Bkaa S 


-MTaWutl 7 


14-00 


-7dedared- 

KTTW& 7-4 Ban &ksl 7-2 Onvto Roc. 5-1 CracMrirax. Tatonan, 7-lHMbom. 
12-1 W p rynee. 18-1 Eaunds Risk 


KEUAN MACKENZE HALF CerTURY HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £4>900 added 6f 

JHaitta Dayer (3) 2 1 4851-03 SPEEW CLASSIC (28) (CO) M He«ea>-Bte 8 10 0 A Ctek 2 


ttUXB- 

400234 

005-21 

608112 

6041 

044424 

50-0142 

054614 

051 


MBnEMI p24) R Hm 9 7 1 
H0H£Hra0(S)JSfetftet9S— 
AfiKO era (q C Duran 9 2_ 


RJte0«s4 

-6 DriMd 9 B 


SmE OF 60U (2) J Hramm 9 1. 

nuemrao (ra M jetetaon 9 o . 


JMen McKmm 6 
M KnMeam 
— — J) tUhhd 5 


IBB BEFOBLTO (2) (BF) L Urape HM B 12. 
HBOOZA (21) m D Uuaay Srtffi 8 il. 


2 1330-01 WALK 1HL BENT (40) (Q P) M Meade 7 9 7- 

3 3-01521 SQIIH C CO BB E (7) (CP) D Ottpiai 597, 

4 0540-11 »» (9) R R k«am 4 9 7 


mGSRMMRK (S) (CO) G L Mom B10_ 
ROSE BURTON (U) TO Banon 86 


G CwterS 

JtaB*»2 

RMtetl 

— DRbM7 


-DSncaneyp)! 
A Cdbaoa 4 


J5 HHtoenrtb 5 


BBTMB4-1 

dsenDta.Sb 


^9 dedsecd- 

NoHa Hera, MTouefrtfBo, 6-1 Anfco. IM Handasa, 8-1 Mtate- 
d> Of GaM, KW lot Bafonao. Ban Barton, 20-1 teteiteram 


Brooks Upset 
over Club’s 
press leak 






* • •- .r 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


12 


OCHXW SLEHT SYSTEM R 0 Chapitei 4 7 ID. 

-12 dadered- 


- Fewey (5) 3 


HYPERION 

700 Hornpipe 730 Mystemim 800 Dragoqfoy 8L30 Lawn 
Lothario 900 Super Rocky 030 Pet Express 


BETTMG: 7-2 Balat De Com, 4-1 Katel RUga, 6-1 ReeeeafaM Over, 6-1 Hooptee, 
7-lBtedlauai R u ck. 10-1 Happy BneMH Hai ft 12-1 Bettated Jared. 18-1^ WnM 
Frederick, Memban WUeome. 2D-1 oteere 




1 04-3111 LAMM UHHAno (51 M Jamton 9 12 (5a)- 


GOING: Standard. STALLS: 7f nutmlc: rts« Ubnk*. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Ilia), from Uf in lm IT. 

■ Flhrwand. Mt-harpL mal cimiM-. 

■ t-w<i-iMN.'iri>ywnnnA14ri. WotarirantfiuMi tianon lm. ADMISSION: 
Oub 5 1.V Taiu-noJLK Sn (W rm-mbon. of PtainorMl Chib I I): Vipinna 
IL-a juiram iLToHl uvluJinj; unimivre und meal. CAB PARK: Tnw- 
BLtNKEBED FUSTTIME: Mndeagl'.iMI, Tana)! Frederick tvknrcdl 
iT.ih h, Rival Bidivmrcl) i«.le») 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Lawn Lothario i.8.:to) iron ai 
South* HI nn Monday 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: PBato Queen (k OOt luc brvn win 1>1 
milw by ■'.' H Uanrr.-H from .*^ni Dcron. 


IRISH ROW LASTED STAKES (CLASS F} £3,400 
added 3YO lm 100yds 

08-1 UTSTStUM (10) (C) N L4tmod8n9 1 .TGUtotedtonl 

R HaBnatead 9 1 FLyaai(3)2 


040-15 IHDSMB)CNB«n(BqNLJflmcden92. 
0-12230 ASFGCmAOpigUjDlUSBnSa- 
- 2 declared - 


j 5-34433 

3 6108-a SHAFT R) M 


BETTR4B: 28 Item Lotarla, 7-2 Head teriaoar, 82 Areectolad -' - ' 

STAKES (CLASS F) £AfJOO 


4 565-224 AUflLDE(25)DOK8tM> 8B 

-B 

BFTTV46; 7-4Mycterin, 5-2 Sefl, 10 

kBsSkm 


700 


MARYLAND MAIDEN HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3^00 added 7f 


1 0000-04 

2 55COMJ 

3 S16C 

4 60608 

5 040000 

5 a»4 <k 

7 05W03 

8 0004 

9 34J3Q20 

10 000 - 


H4TAL RDGE (12) D HrySe Jrr>3 4 S 12 A Ctefc 9 

SAPTtSML ROCK (12) 8 Ciatey 3 3 6 WRysi 2 

TOUNGnB)BKItiah^e494 ACrtosnclY 

BARBARA'S JEWEL OG)4 ?91 OWHgna 

MEHBERS WEUXME (125) W Turner 4 8 IL _)SM» 7 V 

HAPPY BRAVE »P&«ei 5 S&. — F fern* 0)4 

BAU£TDEC0UR|B)f£h39®3i4flfi ClMher(7)fl 

RBCESSBRS OVER (8) (BF) N Uoncden G 8 5.^ T fi McLnaJten U 

HmWtPE (0) J IV^arcr: 5 3 4 FNertgeEB 

(7)12 
■ 108 


2-31X1 1AU11AH 8B1£ (S0 (CD) N Unmoden 4 9 12. 
2-45501 IB38WMI MAKBt (23B) KBUtlto499 



RMte n$ 


MIAM HANDICAP (CLASS E) EAflOO added 
lm 3f 79yds 

0242L' VB*S BEACH (489) C Buote59 13 DR 


LANE (9) (CD) l«ss L SUM 6 8 LUI R McCabe IV 
ABAy48U 

JMheitonBau JBnotte^ 2 B 

nuftyemaan ■ nj.fW.in 


BETIMfe 74 Mytterfa I 
I Body, 20 Ri 


Lane, 132 1 


Rocky, S Fatoberetooe 


000140 «WSFSS« tvawa4) 10)canr*649fl 
211250 THREE WEEKS pa) (O W Uulr 4 5 4 
30CSO-2 DBXGOKXTT (3) (C) N UBmoden 4 9 


— P Pltepfcy (5)8 
-ACterkl 


™~- — Dedaunmiiv 

346150 rival bo (USA) (ra (C(8 NMacatfey 99 2»CTa*0K) 0)13 v 
■15 3043 SVGA HAHK (12) £ Aston 5 8 12 KFMonC 


CHVSnENSTED HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4000 
added 3YO 6f V 1 -.. 


ox AnroNnaecuiKAaxyuiau 

10 604130- RA1AH (278) (QC Thornton 48 7 

11 OOO- PANIO QUEBI (250) C 8 EtewS 6 6 7 

12 065460 COHBA 02) B Cutoy 4 g 7 


.ja o e i te na a 


-Oeae Mcfleeng U 

T Spoke 12 


ItnfTS GRL (271J t- Mary 3S0 R 

U 544400 HUSHING 0) Chun&rAi 12 08 


13 065000 mVEH RUN (84) R Hffintfrad 5 9 7 _ 
-Udedand 


-WRynaS 


.ft)Wte0)S 


022*01 OHAKHT (2*)rtOi R ht*iS*ad 9 7 . 
433- SP1ASHED (109)TD Barron95. 


0-11132 PHDtrREBS(raTOPHtBam90. 
053-6 HABBRBCra TQhanignnSO- 


-RL*fite7 


61-4625 MASITR FOLEY (17) (CI^ N LAOTXMen 613. 
31-4464 FIT FOR TIE JOB tW (CD) THUS 11 


JAaritotoyv-^2 

-MMMtS 


BOTBK 1 : 7-2 Su& Hawk, 9^2 Tttroe Weeks, 5-1 Taflaito] Bala, 6-1 OragMdoy, 8-1 

Cabta, 18-1 Myfantatee. 12-1 Steal Sd, Vfthpertr* Dawn, UJ.«hw 


0106*5 «SKMEQUBiB»PBms82. 

-7 1 


TGUdjRtedb* 
-J> McCabe (3)6 
JtMdaoRXB 


Bonn 5-2 Pol Eajsess, 3-lWtery, 9-2 Abcton Qmi, 5-1 Master Foley, G 
Sptaritad, 18-1 Hatec-Fba. 14-1 Rt Far The Job .. 


Charlie Brooks has criticised 
media coverage of the Jockey 
Cfob’s investigation into the 
running of his Man Mood at 
Warwick in November. The 
trainer discovered yesterday 
that there will be no official in- 
quiry rnto the race in which Man 

Mood was pulled up by Graham 
Bradley when odds-on to beat 
one other opponent. - 
-Brooks said: "I was disap- 
pointed that the Jockey Chib in- 
fonfied the press that there was 
to b& an investigation before 
thw . notified me. Most worry- 
in 0 y, it concerns me that details 
ofthe investigation were leaked 
while it was still go ing nn " 
The Club's . representative 
John Mazse replied to Brooks's 
statement *fWe are soiiy that 
Charlie Brooks is dissatisfied 
with the .way the- inquiry has 
heenhantfled. The JodEfiyClub 
shares his concern that certain 
aspects of .the investigation 
found their way into print. The 
Club has not at any staie^ -re- 
leased information or made any 
comment regarding , the nkture 
or details of the investigation.” 
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ready to ascend for Mann 
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. RICHARD EDMONDSON 

* I : tor so** still <fitheriofi there 

•• wffltwchies this week^d about' 

wtot to bade at the Cheltenham/ 
Ftesttval ; National Hunt rao 
‘ .-.V'v-. tog’s mtsonrf'j&jn?. Forthepoor 
r-..'5+f.j'- viewer though there 

• ar^seven moderate handicaps, 
J - '■ -Viii events which aie the boS-. 

‘ 5» alters misan d'etre. 

X: ‘ ..I «<* good stuff. The es- 
timate %>ace Thicker has his 
final practice lap at Leqpanl. 
stqwn tomorrow mider the 
watchful eye of a course- exec- 
utive &at may already be on for 

the Oiatnpion Hurdle. The- 
ihanagement at the Dublin 
trackhave brought forward 
Space; Trucker's event, the 
Braimockstown Hurdle, so the 
.pperwee lamb will have virgin 
territory into which to insert h& 
valuable hooves. 

The sip-year-old is in single 
figures 1 in some lists for the 
Champion Hurdle following 

newbury' 

lIlS: Nick Gaseke is quite capable 
of producing THE FROG PRINCE 
mwin after a long absence and this 
consistent son, who has a fine 
raaad here anc? is suited by (his trip, 

can outepeed Mejy Moss, who may 
meed further, and ouijinnp New- 
iamte-Genetal.wbn is unproven aj 

the trip. The wins of Tbo Plash were 

achieved in weal: races. 

□□Q. 

: 14S TURNING TRIX did well last 
time to finish fourth b the com- 
petitive Great Yorkshire Chase. In 
1 contrast. River Mandate was sec- 
ond of only three finishes bene last 
tone,- but now has Tbny McCoy 10 
give him encouragement. Smith’s 
Band won on his debut last term. 

■txo 

2J5: SHERJFFMTJIR andRangj- 
dba both come here in fine form 
but the selection may he better soil- 
ed by the easy ground. 

DONCASTER 

USh MORE DASH THANCASH, 


Recesses at Cheltenham and 
Newcastle wfckh-had the stop- 

222? anora * s throwing their 
bobble hats-imo the ait;. It might 
sfr an od d, therefore, that Jessica 

vHanTngton, Spare , Thicker^ 

tra ™ 5 E . believes be will almost 
ce riain)yeet beaten tnmnm-axr 


mth& soft going ertfcen 
„ Ic Bmaztt today thetarpau- 
iugwalbe over the cameras at . 
Newtmryby the time Mr Mui- 
hgan, the Gold Crip prospect, 
completes his serious preparer 
tiem with scone work after rao- 
mg. ;Tlie nine-year-old,- who 
was second in the Sun Alliance 
(Nowces’) Offlse at the Festi- 
val last season, fas not run since' 
capsizing at Kemp ton’s final 
fence when on course to finish 
nmnerrop to One Man in the 
King George VI Chase. ‘Tbnv 
[McCoy, the champion jockey] 
js coming here andwiH partner 
him over two miles round toe 
course,” Noel - Chance, the 
chestnut’s trainer, said yester-. 


day. “Mr Mulli, 
ahead of 


is actually 
but the gaK 

ikSe on another -Gold 

RICHAf®EDMONDSON 
NAPrRangffflcel 
(Newbury ilS) 

N8: Le MeSJe 
. (Donc3st8f2J>0) 

Cop aspirant, Addington Boy, 
wflfbe m the jobs vacant column 
following the news that Brian 
Harding, who had been pen- 


cilled in for Gordon Richards’s 
chaser, win not be allowed to 
ride again until December. 

Harding had expected to re- 
turn to the saddle last Tuesday, 
but has now learned the cir- 
cumstances of his fall at New - 
castle in December, when he 
fractured bis skull, mean he will 
be off for 12 months. "When I 
saw Dr Gerber he told me that 
be would be recommending 
dud I should have a year off,” 
toe jockey repotted yesterday. 
“1 thought my fracture was 
healing and 1 was feeling grand, 



but he said I had some sort of 
leg tremor, which (bey called a 
seizure, when f was concussed” 

Harding's rides will go to 
Richard Hughes if the irish- 
man's agent, Peter Harris, has 
anything to do with h. Harris 
stopped just short of marching 
down Lamboum High Street in- 
side a sandwich-board yesterday 
as he expressed astonishment 
that his client has not been 
booked for more than his sin- 
gle engagement in the Festival 
bumper. “It’s madness,” toe 
agent said. "Richard’s had so 
mndt success on the Flat, in- 
cluding Group One winners.'’ 

In front of the cameras at 
Newbury, there are sound rea- 
sons to back RANGTHKEI (nap 
2.15) in the most populated 
televised race of toe day. Char- 
lie Mann considers the six-year- 
old will make an imposing 
chaser next season, but his pro- 
gressive form suggests there 
are more hurdles to be won first. 

Sister Stephanie (1.45) 
should confirm recent Tbwces- 


rer form with River Mandate, 
but the firs race is more diffi- 
cult to evaluate. The accidents 
that have been occurring to Too 
Plush's opponents might ternpf 
some to look under his forelock 
in search of three digits. Unless 
something diabolical happens 
again, his race should go to the 
ex-French MeiyMoss 11.15), 

At Doncaster, toe most valu- 
able event can go 10 Le MdUe 
(next best 100), who appeared 
to have recaptured bis form of 
last season when third 10 Call 
It A Day at Newbury las* 
month. That was in toe Cathay 
Pacific Airways Chase, which 
somehow sounds more salu- 
brious than today's objective of 
toe Velka Pardubicka Grim- 
thorpe Handicap Chase. 

Another possibility is Our 
Kris (2o0). who fell when fan- 
cied for toe Triumph Hurdle. 
He has since appeared to enjoy 
racing as much as eating glass, 
though there was a glimmer last 
time that his competitive ap- 
petite had returned. 




* m m 2: 






easy 3V: lengths s.,^, „ . WIW . 

sor last tune, stays on a fair hand- 
tc^p . mar* and can complete a 
. hat-trick. Sea Vidor, disappointing 
iast ’fime, may still be the danger. 


L25.-ARTXC' WINGS, driven out to 
beat W hi pper s Delight by seven 
lengths over 3ml IQyrk at BdcCTitram 
on his most recent venture, should 
not be inconvenienced by toe return 
to this shorter journey and can fol- 
low op. in Thnh may pose the most 
problems. 

□□Q ". 

ZdO: WHISPERING STEEL, who 
stayed on strongly to beat Kficoi- 
gan by three lengths over 3mlf at 
Ayr last time, dearly retains plen- 
ty of ability and can go in again. Le 
MriUe, Wbo looks reasonably treat- 
ed, is rated the chief threat. 

□QQ. 

130: BANKHEAD, who put in an- 
other sound performance to beat' 
Scotby by two lengths over 3m at 
Chepstow-hot time, wifi take all (he 
beating. Locfafiagrain, who disap- 
pohuedlasttHne J v®bealBgdan- 
gpr if bouncing back to fonn. 


More Dash ThanCash 
to cause rush at 5-2 


More Dash Thancash is a lop- 
poced 5-2 with Coral --WDJiam 
HiB go just 7-4 -for toe light 
Infantry Hate Handicap Bar- 
die (1250) at Doncaster. AlFs 
AKtn is 5-1 (Ladbrokes) - toe 
Tbie go 7-2 -for the Velka Par- 
dubida Handicap Chase (ZOO) 
at Doncaster. The Tbte bet on 
the Mitsubishi Sbogun Thophy 
Handicap Chase (L25) at Don- 
caster 9-4 Destiny Calk 100-30 



How they bet on today's 
televised races 

Artie Wings. 9-2 Wee River. 
11-2 Conti DTEstruval, 7-1 
Frickky, 10-1 In Thnh, 14-1 
Real Glee. 20-1 Moonaje Forte. 

hm Davies 





Cam 

VAtonHM 


S-2 

7-4 

swatneter 

94 

7-2 

Tbomon Qatari EHtertwrilstStal 

14-2 

5-1 

CteaaMrta DCMcnpttfllatffta 

11-2 

6-1 

Dttart PWOar M RevetoVUMOab) 

7-1 

74 


14-1 

14-1 

- - 

12-1 

II Hoitos MR MetoeiflO«z3tat 

20-1 

264 

|| Eactyway a (Tflfi the odds, pteecs 3, 2, 3 |j 


1 Velka Pardubicka tfcap Chase - Doncaster 2XK) ( 

1 Mena nranetfme&oi 


T^. 


4-1 

100-30 

r-r 

ICO 30 


J00-3C 

4-1 

4-1 


4-1 

62 

4-1 

9.2 


4-3 

4-1 

tj 

9-: 

7-2_ 

S-l 

63 

?•** 


11-1 

12-1 

s-: 

361 


164 

12-: 

16-1 

14-3 


56-1 

331 

33: 

75-3 

Each-*ay o fifth tte oocs, /daces ~ 2 . 2 j 



- Newbury 2-15 I 


Coral 

Lwrorekaa 


Tote 


4-1 

7-2 


. -4-3. 

i-'-i .. .1- ■ ii*#iL-n -ii 

4-1 

5-1 


5-1 


8-1 

6-1 


61 

I Maw Read n rtntfioaTUh 

15-2 

7.- 


61 


15-2 

82 


94 

1 Slow Man (M PneOlsTlb] 

84 

6-1 


61 


16-1 

9-1 


61. 

1 tatwraretfcU FtWllflJ 

16-1 

10-1 


61 


10-1 

12-1 


161 

| CMerOoaertaa(MVM*8onai930ta; 20-1 

.16-1 


144 


25-1 

16-1 


161 


33-1 

33-1 


25-1 

1 Sab* Ctrl (F JofdannosSfcj 

25-1 

25-1 


33-1 


Ea a quarrsf (he odds, plaoes L3.3 
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, , . 


* -v. ■ ; 
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HYPERION 1 

12JSQ More Dash Thancaah 3 j 05 N^eTs Lad 
U2S Artie Wings 3^0BWrCtetto 

200 Whispering Steel 4J0 Wynyanf Knight 

2^0 BANKHEAD (nap) 


GOING: Good. 


■ Left-hand, pcar-rtiaped rourw. 

■ < 


_C«unc ts E utUHcn off ihe A038 (ins Jets 3 e 41,'Bua Kdk enMnancMUrOKtid 
KBUon^AJOtoSBtON: CJuh SM; Gnadmuid SS; Psmfly Endunra 53 (anriet-ICs free 
an encktsuresi. CAtt PAHK-- Free. 




■ LEAPING TBAINBES WTfB HUNNKBS: MreM Bevelpy - 16 wtanera from 77 nm- 
nen *I a ratio of 20.8% brings roam to ■ 51 level Ate of -51-88; G »«*■**• -8 *Jn- 
ncm, 3S runners, 31. (<*. +5S.73; D Ni cholso n - 8 yinnew, -M nanea, I&2W«-4fi^7; 
O Sherwood - 7 wbinen, 4T runners, l»mr 

mss, +SIOJ7. ... 

«1£ADING JOCKEYS: P NWen - l ft afnnen, 58 iife, a«, -+S8.4Brt W/or - 10 
mkuxn, M rides, 18 Mb, AJ1.12; M Dwyw - 8 winnera, S4 Aden, 14SM, T 

Garberrr-T whmws, 19rWe3.S0.Wh. +54&38;AHagDtr«-&«tnaaa^32rIdes,27JW. 
+51Ja ; JEKwwn»rfh-6iitaneK,19rWw, 26JT*. +S&3Z. 

SUNKSSED RSSr TDUB: Nona. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SgVgNDAS&WgtJs Lad (3-061 hoc ai H e nwwOlr lMt Won- 

WNG-DtSTANCE ECNNXXS: Society Ttoe* (d JO) M £27 raflea brD Noam from 

Nnmano, Su»ih(*de.^ . . 1 1. ' 


8 QP-lPlfF HONNACRXITEp^ (0) {B^ Uanvs ftldim) i Alton 7 100 

-fltecbied- 

Hh tab, 124. M Ctoa, IA-1 hlMh 
use WM VriRks 8 11 10 R GvrfW 1SB (U 0 HBOsnonfl 10 BT 
nmoee 

DmwOnf Cam gm ne» »*en fmeh and (s au» » tan ta*cumt> «»> the gnxm) rtdbie m 
Ns fMOW. tfta ben fcm soAl 9eem gaol mou0i d lend this hanttap. m he AM (un 
y» on the courae tea aeeaon, a dwflisay overa Sorter trip, and my auapeimn Is old 

metOEf, w«o had a nerm up over turtles hoe last Satirtay. Over iwtHta Hmjgm/t 
tasunsen when he beat Npyan at Wettatv, FrtcN^r has laumed to Gordon fSdwdi ttr 
ter ttmt mdl Forty Mupry. Fncttay aMys seam to do beat vrtwn fresh and no m a 

wenoron tnis oomc In Ne norioo chase days. Wm Rhmr put ki a fins oflbrt agnt Cer- 
-''tiMy Smme at-Sandoah after Ns Kfitso win bom Refifll Romper.- but the be wal0tt may 
beat Nni wta#. Ritte Wbea won eatay enoutfi at FMorlam bstoma. but this a muen 
stotfl? «»Cfl owr a tip pasE&iy on me Asp sde fer her. Baal filaa and Monaals Fartr 
m auspeetjumpem under pressure, but there am poasMUes stem ConU DBttninl with 
the Bound in taftMHT. S ele ctor: HOCKLPf 




HANDICAP 
1 3<n2f £24192{ 
HsUUJO *1 


en l LIGHT WKANTRY PLATE HANDICAP HURDLE 
*Z-oU| (CLASS C) £ 5 j 000 added 2 m 120 yds £ 3,378 


204206 QUHflKB(SWpSO(35)inCCoeNqSI0iwnl6U13. 

11B«K> WO£OOOaC2«(D>fDOSai3»AaMRB«*^aUil__— 

R» 36? XH0RNIDN«reil9injlTHaBrrenjTB«aBrty8U8 

1310-502 GWHMaSN (23J (M [B®i Ntmv) KMa®n 6 11 4 




UO S£> VICTOR P45 (CDJ (BOO 0a«l0rflJLrtoS5U4 

02S523 flesHffHOtgamiPlWtanelHBMftMfrfilPIO-. — — — _ 
321/- 311 MORE mtSH TKAMC4SH CW) M (F J Salary) ian Merma JmM 7 Ifl 8 — 

3SWRJ K>Um»aLPMm(CEWwd M MM aa»a5103 PCartwqr 

B-lThomtai QMa, 74. 


1 
2 
3 
t. 

5 

6 
-T 
8 

KllMfc U8 Mon toURto, l0fr« SaTwt tor. 

Dwert nrixtor, 12-1 C&wtioR BM, Unda Doofc 104 Holdets Ni 
1W& A&enana T 10 13 T Kent 11-2 <Ms ) Catf 8 ran 

FORM GUDE . . 

■BORE DASH THANCASH lootefflDd '****'<****' * * 
test-sound performer runs hem mstsed of Newbuiy end he ratw t he busi ness yffi cry 
HctoM tetawWm in the tendcap. 

* n/rt can be &ore d. He dropped away quckly BiMOelwtto .aors 
eop. but Ws pnmous nonoe wets nere and* 

Pnw to'wwfcor. More Desh lhancesh stayed faur tar^ciear or rilann^gjto^ 
dnn_ (ifaMw.iHM.irtM a aac pul, bur ha does seem to pfNW more cut m tne so und. - 


VELKA PMDUBKKA 
| CHASE (CLASS B) IXSfiOOad 

2 PNtosonll. U 5 AlbMto 

3, 132221 t*noaoWOWiwiiltorta»OSh0mood 6 lOll_ lOabomab 

4 343223 £fSMJR(3S) 0K)Ms 8 Kearny) Mail Hereby 10 10 8 PMrea 

5 2WW0 NBW 1MSTER |3E} m IB lanstuy) S Wocre 13 ID B_ l ft * »ai B 

6 . ; 212-4^3 -l£MBUE (23) (D) EM 2 McMb K BuVe 8 10 5 Mm* 

.7. Pl-1343 QHMBE1KRB3M OQ (Dt CE D tfcobert ita ^Brtacos 10 103 TCMway 

8 5RS0- «B«WHBim}|AGOre*eeMJWW»W9100 DBtoay 

-Bdfldmd- 

Mtoan we^c lOst The hredfeep anwSR 7M. 

SaniR;SaiJM«M«,74 M l U tta w a n le44 to tecr l ae Tt«m »aWttrea».Mra'WiW 

TMChreccIba M&. »-i Maw tern. 2S4 Mm Mato 

IMWMfngiai BoyS 108 H D»j» U-2 IB IWsdE) 12r» 

FOWaCutDE 

FATHER SKr. tonrerty a snart lareOer. has been a W hit-and-miss owr fences, but he kept 
on web behind Maathrerewidg on the couree in December when both ware a long way out 
of the hereto? in opposition m Scotton Banks. Jamie Osboma otes owr bom Jimmy Mc- 
Chimy «xf father Sby-erjoys an BRuxd to thfl taneftbealing-andfroauo after a nice 
conSdence booetv in a bdni rece at SourMwB. MustfmanMS i* asdn the one to beat 
«Mv the sound to Na IWrg. He hn twtoe won an the couisa ana bus Grand National con- 
tender defied tha me *mto war a bwffr tnp at Wbmddt last tn» - helped of courea by 
the depanve torn ou of Christmas Gone. Le Matin rm ns*fvma egaam Celt ha Day 
and Rher Mandate at Newbuy last une to ha «os tomedy a tatoABd sort wriwn wltn Alan 
Janes. W h lma rfng Steal has rwutneo to something lOratre old abftiy and Hsnu very weB 
hendcapped. This -V atmer last time wxM prefer sober grunti. but a good run can sOl 
be expected tn to* grade. Afa NM is csftteut to caren nS* nowacMys aid «os behind 
Whtapams Steel a Ayr last month, wMaCbmsaTliaRaiste chance can orty be battar 
lor the booUng of PwJCafteny. toaetoB FATHER 5KV 


stsrtlneiavQUttemNewtMy lasttme. but na couldm aucf*n bom two out and was beaf- 
en ton lengths wo trad by RaNduwrt. who tbiowea iqt m me mud at Cheosto*. Zaftig 
Cout caiid las on tne mp better an thd couse and s ll» ptdi Mth Benidiead k cenae)- 
ly a big help. l o topr l B was hard to fancy tn the Sandown race wan try Tunymuir, loll 
(Erzacfan was the sottas numoer one! and tms re more res mare. He nottfteo a hat-tnch 
dunng Norember and Oacendier and res second at two at Cantsie Orndfi was anoma fine 
aflon am a tite on the tfert nde lor ram. Rmd Earth also faced a stem res: wtn list dtp 
in the Sandown race, but iNs doestn look much easts under tne 12st over a longer trp 
Jocks Cross has turned m two poor showings at WetherOy snee res Newcastle win from 
TWfrwatfW- R should teso be noted that Lochnaffam treat tanymaggtr by a ■« er maign at 
Kelso in Deoerrtor. Sarith Too put up a spmted effort a&mst the oods-on Sitver standard 
at Strattod - a nm that MB hare improvod him. He Res to run horn tne frem. is we« hand- 
gapped on ftfe Cheltenham and Haydoch wms and wen dose tn the race (as year. A «*- 
B onmaroeHoa has his guuM. unhhe err Haydock last time, though his wins early term ware 
an very small races. S electio n: EAUNG COURT 

PARDUBICE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3000 added 
2m 4f Penalty Value £2£48 
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1 21 teCa.'S LAO (3) CK C IXonr^m} P KaSam 5 11 8 

2 1 SB9£TSaMCE{23}AtoneeQCT)OTitBn5U8 

3 QKULP BOQKOFDREMB08)OhsBJIiKHat]J(XGtBS9112 

A WTO IK SIMMS (FJSanAuy) Kbs Uonta Jores B 11 2 

5 035J® LAUEMNC fOKME (7) <TheL*0wig Sndijr Mnty? 112- 

6 333203 l£APM1W«RKpMM«DjMan«UKLSdaal8U2_ 

7 62*0-30 RAK0CCUtMKEp2)(RHHBm)J(TSneB7U2 

B TKWSPWBJMCeroaujtton«Jflhnscn5112 

9 0CG34-C Ataisnsu HWJSOR (7)0*5 GtomBzOjO MflftatE 3011— 

10 PP HM£fWIN)atntiasEHlftan)UsMMn510U 
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BETTMte um KMte LaA 1M Swste Sanfce. 74 Lapp fci Die tMK. 10-1 tats the Swing. 1B-X 

Uato< Poatoa,^ Tba toe, 201 ettwa 

1*9* Bto toy 5 11 10 G today 015 0 A Batting B ran 


Oifo l HMSANDROMBIANOWCE CHASE (CLASS D)£SkO0O added 
il™J 2m llOytis Penalty Vote* £3,527 


0-15146 SUUCfaUMfm»d8(toyMeOaBvNHendnm7Ul2. 

30-4351 JOST BRUCE (38) (A U Hart MS E Hart B 11 7 

1531fP SBMA RUt B2) (K W BBI A Eon LiJU crSraa S U 7 

43WW Bt4ROtSR£<M)(H0A«»GBriing6U2 

0PF-F1P BK 121) Son Olteet J DSnea 7 11 3.. 


_M Raster 
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-RCreritiy 


3SJ1-S2 Rcrai Ct B MttO H gt) IVteWfcBearot] M Hammond 6112 

-7dBdwsd- 

BBTMfc 54 Bte l r ft—lt a. 134 Stoma M ow. G4RnyilCriBwn«. 84 Sto* Rra*. 184*Bt Brace. 

324 Gteooa. 20-1 teat Grta 

198G Cafeos Bay 7 11 8 G Gadsy i-A (0 Sneretxxfl 5 ran 
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.« BM Mien ramtSwaftaremie Matte B 120.- 


AIR POWER PRODUCTS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS B) £6£00 added 3m 120yds £4,711 

1PS2-10 faaEMBH(»(rtjnrtosrtJFMM9U0 

. UPP13. BAWadD{KHP)CMiatbaapariJSbBartn81113 : JfcC 

U1U20 11I04UCSAM(2M toftrtbQdyGfHarrttnUIMsM tocto9U7 — 
1D-U40 JOCKS CWS58 (2^(0) (Ites C« fteHBtWGRkh»ds 6 1013- 
MBB53 OUR WBSCLUMsRrflSeeod MSreenpySlO 13. 
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^127-0 ntfCKUBf (7| fC0| (>to8iertO0to«GJtoMtoU ID 10 

2WU24 wEaLagCTCTtfchnSK rtJi^ajO^ r^ 

24J1.P1 *77KWMSS(lS}6ilt»AraSE^ 


TSSbim 


340P-S2 SMnHTtR>{2tetoSRKhMre8adMeatCaU9MsJPSnBn9108 — ^Alberetm 

046423 EMJKCCU(roa)mnSBoawnBrfNBaonaw8100-. 1 Orton* 

•3210-40 MMlKIMOIOflfEf gp toff JMflrtUpPBgE Bund) Ms BMtwg 7100 JfSraaaa 
-fdadwad- 

B iau tortbnmemories to 2 b. 

. S4 Rad enrt, 8-1 Jates Cma, Crtto 


TOWN MOOR STANDARD NAnONAL HINT FLAT RACE (CLASS 
H) £2^500 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £d^D35 

CMUNHlRDTnC(tos&eiftereeTCter5U3 fiCrtl 

JUOK20US CBMB£ (James R Adam) JAtem 5 113 jumfiam® 

LORD 0T7HE RMCS <3fi) W Itoo Raor© F Mrphr S 13 3. 

MU. B«Y S4M (385) (DM Jam Robont) Ms Mem* Jana 6 U 3 
NOtHNE TO IT ffefrnto Psrtrwa C Uortxk 6 U 3 
PSKAStS CROSS (37) (4 P Memo C MCOurt 5 11 3 


50 SPTBCHlUarPff (2!)nAJchrary> WssCJore’seyfillS — 

0 WEAPOKS RS CU) B T SWwan-BnyuTj TTjff 6 31 3 

2 wnfOBO«eafT(2e»(BR(S»Jterif«nM5URew(ev5U3 



flEnweb S4 sartk Tbo, 74 Umfim«aia, 44 1 
Coret, to44ntonBiwaoriai. 38-1 Ore to 
1898: 2>mn« 5 10 0 Ptofftof 5-1 frf Sarey) 5 tan 
roraiounE 

Pour yews off) EAUNG COWT started toounta totha Antrae bumper won by Nabw Freld. 
He has ret to each since reowng btotd. but dtt could just be the flay off a feather we&e 
wshJsme Oebema booted. Good showinflE at Hampton and Newton Aobot raaMtad in rem 
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BEmi« « tobjrt Mtftt 5-1 «c Ito tot 13-2 Jafleiaes Cterte, 8-1 Sawoom Straali. So- 
Btoytoaa. 124 M rep c a a Pnre, lard Of The Htega, 18-1 Pedto* Crew, tanto. 20-1 ortani 
IBM: Nate 5 11 5 E Categan 11-10 U RSGeraall 14 ran 
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48JLUS (Mss L u Hertren L Uojd-Jame 4 10 9. 

0 DM POB GOLD (39) tC Ransl MtsSHM 4 109. 

34 fitoER0USSnS4K(R9n5)rMsSt4wSuMKyiJNKn4 10 9 B Gratae R 

0 LUOIBI OD tBacScr Dsyapmetts Lmretfi J nmn 4 10 9 £. r a ngy , g) 
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rtjT^OOEMOR NOMCE HAW>KAF CHASE 

(CLASS b) eioflQatabdad 2m 4f 12^»te 
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rspoSl CRUDWELL CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
|Z»30[ (CLASS CJ £10(000 added 3m 5f 
-l ina>53 nUSMIOfiKMameB U 11 10 SQMtm 

2 lAirafl SOWCSSffiOK(38)DNcfttat81ie — ^-JJ oOpm p 
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BEntNB: 34 Ambidntsoac, 5-1 tegiteOa, 11-2 Tanga Has, 13-2 Cara- 
be, 104 Stere Rnd, Sylmatcr, 124 SWtet Maoa. 14>1 Sateay Me, 
18-1 Days OT TTwedar. tofcft Ma4«4rt »S^ tot 804 too Wte 
Her, Dot M The BMe, 2S4 Mbm 

o Yc'l BLACKDOWN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
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WUERCAU Novice HURDLE (CLASS E) 

(DIV fl) £2^425 added 2m 4f 110yds 
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au*WG DOOM Ms Gbj hetfirey 4 10 10 A Bates ® 
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CttaACtaMPBOto Weston GMflaa 1%, MHa Ktoortii, 25-lert- 
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U5 Tne Frog Prince 
1A5 Tdmifig Trix 
2 JS SherffflnuW 
•7 4S Angelo's Dotdrfq 


HYPERION 

3JS Peace Lord 
150 Supreme Genotfn 
4^0 River Dawn 


GOING: i road to Soft (Soft on hunik* lvutm- in luck renugitt 
■ Left-hand course, wtii Odl (meet 

rt rreat w SE of unw re*r A3J. Sauon i^Tnn- from \smdcn. Paddmjanni Jtfipbn 
rttsnr. ADMISSION: Mcrebersi 1 1 iJuntors u[i lo 1 Tjts frm-j. T^nwjallsSS-. SOiv Rtnj! 
41 1 DAPS half ^trej. CAE PARK: Free. IVnic an* SI pn nr ]*&S4 per iwreon. 
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"intvws fmm I l;t run- 
«akc ofSl.TK N Bender- 


■ LEADING TRAINERS Hint RUNNERS: D Mdtolm— * 

IVTS ejvesa sumas ratio of -" TS und a Uw* U» a S 1 level stal 
mb !_ 2] «awE«. W roniMv s\ rhi. 42/«7; 3f Ptpe — 14 winrwn, 88 nmnrt*. 
ir» X iMwaMhi — J.| vi nnux. HU ruAiuis. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Osborne — :» winners. 1 18 ndes if"* 7%, lii.tn; KDme 

.-VI winners. 1 28 rii.e. J, I'Ab, -ill -!r; A Mai 
17*,. +S172J^i PBoOry — I -i mimem, fift ndo. WN, 
m Twvggrn flBST TOE-- Gordon CJ. t'.fc Aflow, Did 


Masolrr— in winners. 1 12 ndm. 

*4*1.70. 

Dnkcv CwnJe r-Al-li: I SlncaO in- 


ixHTteTO ngST TPfE: 

retoWXVA 

OlNNEBS IN T HE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Nor*. 

LONG-DISTANCE BUNKERS: Potato Man ( 1 l.UTaaMba Bouse IXl'.iA To«M- 
ba T IB (8.107 have hoa> ?-.tu ^31 mil-?, hy B EUb*tfi from Lanrhater. r<, Ourfiam. 
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NOtRHSVDMONTDN HANDICAP CHASE (GLASS 
C) £6^00 added 2m 4f Penalty Vabe £4, 497 


BBC! 


, t42013 MByM0fiSJW{2a}tolBf)<Daw-C«ei»rCEgensn&12P .. 

2 1S9423- 1WRtoP»CE|37te(C»,R^.Co«er<!:teeto9U4 CUnwto 

3 2214U1 to M MBSto BWiPTi^MBinyiPriCiaiAnigll IPMftty 

< F&5J13 TOO PUSH (fffl rth il'^ C C r/JUnt, A Ijret 8106 LMarey 

5 6»96 POim MM (5) TO iCwt (X^l 3 (Xscr jl 30 0 DJRsawaghiBJV 

-Sdcdared- 

UiWtwt tvefffCiOa. 7n* rjn*ao **^nr Pvmy Man fst IliK 

BEItRIS: 1M Ma^aiOM. 84 Nndands-Gaaeml, 3-1 Too took, 44 Tte frog Prince. S04 Wa- 
ts Nan 

J39B; Tutor Faae 6 10 7 W ft BogeraM 9-1 ra Hencsmni 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

The Frentfi import MELY MOSS, wtio rressed last season Decause oi a lefi injury, won a 
r Ejnae arc e cnase at Autemi as a tour- yev-oti and lanced a Sample - 9-1 1& -f-l - on 
ms Bntssh deOut at LAcneter « January, coming nome oy l« ien®ns unoei toady's wetfi: 
at list. Orertr? Egenco's ««»:. er*ng weight io tne fina two when trurt behrd Brave 
guoartoaioCarrreto Kn^n uncrer tne same tsuraen x. lotaeStor. <s teen w mofoiemenr 
a m* and can return jo wnrerg form rest attnougi d -will not be ea% jS*v mg 10 it' and 
two ail round. Perhaps the reek of May Moss's lour ruats win Oelbe Frog Prlucw.eren 
A tte a without a race since a W&rwict- tnmj berend 0<d 8ncge and Encore On Pea just 
orer a y?w C& He rod only lour ounngs m 29t»5-96 and was nmne»-i* twice - test- 
er! a length arel a nad Oy E«y But* ove» course and distance in the first of them and a 
naad oy Unde £)> at Ascot. Too Plash, wr* spareed a nai-tncfi when oeaimg lskp Of 
Lo^frea fire l«VShs « Winusor .n Nwmoer. was one of 'Jie ludoes: wnners o> me sea- 
son a Wmeatun. whew he would have been a remote last ol mrae fireshers wcepn tor 
Five To Seven a«J The Mme Capta-n Doth oeng hampered o> a loose horee wtuen caused 
ttrem to refuse. Too Rush ccmtoeted me inree-Uner at Sandown out ne was re« in me 
lead anen tne ocos-on Ccrr/ouff, came ao*m ai me 13m are) was EW out to maser No 
Pan No Gam, the only omer finisher, try more than tvro Ian Etta. Nawfandw-Gmefal Dear 
a solitary rival m Thumbs Up at Wmcawcn last time ate tne ronner uo wed one Dener 
a Huntmafan last tteei. Selection: MELY MOSS 
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BERKSHIRE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) BBC1 
£6,500 added 3m Penalty Value £4^27 KSSTJ: 


1 H137U- SIDHS BMB> (406J to iMhjr Sr^otr ' r*s l Punan 9 12 0 

2 2P3-144 lUBrtiCnK(3S}tolV«iEteASiDI(>d«ismlOU4 1 R Havana# 

a lmftl SJSlER STEPHANS 00} to rfte a 'fwd' Rams«HiiGr43Cadlflll2 JBrWfftear 

4 U1222 RJVSt MAMMTE (231 'Aw Ctcnea * tfcxrrmssr, J (asst 1011 P Hefty B 

5 UHJff MUtmU408l(CD}(»5EiiDis)h2ah3olll012 BPowei 

-Sdecterad~ 

BEITMS: 8-4 Sister Stephana. 11-4 RAv Standare. 5-1 5a**s Band. 7-27<nM(r«c. 25-1 MB 
Jib 

199fcN?rosrS 10 U 10 B DunwM.'M M Surey, 7 nr, 

FORM GARDE 

An Meros:irig remaich here Between SKIER STHMANC and Rlrer Mandate, who tougn 
nit a dose fmtsh over a luriong further at Toreester tour weeks e&>, vooiy going to ihe 
former ov had a length Seter Stephanie. gver>» fine ndeoyHBW) Bnd&atu, la* ptov 
iy of time to fft on top Un sne should mprove tar tnai race, only her second this sea- 
son, one her stable is n form. She can again have the edge on 2lt> worse lens. River 

Mandate, who sports tne Aifaecotows erf Anne Ctachess of Wwrmytster. msseo las sea- 

son alter gewg mrou^i the previous reason unDeaen r three starts. He went m at Ban- 
goi m Novemoer on na comeoach run and finisheO runner-up lor the trnrri une m a row 
•men gpmg unoer a fengtn and a Quarter io Can ft A Oay ewer the ecended three and a 
Quarter new three *ee*s agu. Tunib* »rte stayeo on strong? ro justify famrnsm a New- 
castle at it* era of November and. anhouffv weU beaten when fourth to Go Bahsuc at 
Ascot, was not discredited m tailing the same placing agamsj General Cormrano m the 
Great vonerare. Smith's Bend won ftrs first hw stares belore tapplmg o»ef m mu » Tul- 
low s race at Sandown las! season and came good jgam next time when j^mefy mas 
taring T 008300 To Be True by half a length at Haydock. Jenny Pitman's charge is on 12a 
on rrs frta aopearance save miming an rvform Scooon Barts to half a length in tfw Pe- 
ter kiersOOtaseona return ro me Lancashire rrat* 406 tteys oac* out could prove trou- 
blesome if anywhere near he oesL HM Trix bear in Snogone five lengths m the Mandarin 
here a couple of years ago tan was putted up m both races last farm and wgl be re nim- 
rg after a 408-day BOsence. MKtoe SI5TE/T 5IEPHAME 
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EASTLEIGH HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 

£5JD00 2m UOyds Penalty Vahie £3,785 
22130 CHg CtagPUJI rag m Dorn ragofe IM U W*rsd» 71}10-~ 

1*24-500 MWWG OUT [261 (0) (WisSnrtey Brashed MssH 9 11 10 MrAWMa(7) 

216080 5LBM MAN (R) (38) (D) rB AKJpatrcfc] M Ppe 6 11 7_ A P McCoy 

12- no? CBfiAUS EXPRESS cm <OJJ iCena* (acre » subtler 5 tl 7 TEtoy 
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FIVE NATIONS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 







Leonard turns 


into Big Daddy 


For England’s pack leader, the All Blacks 
of the late Eighties are the benchmark. 
Chris Hewett met a genial hard man 


t Jason Leonard's easy- 
going approach to a 
mean and often brutal 
sporting profession 
leaves you wondering how so 
generous a spirit could possibly 
have spent the last seven years 
serving time with hard labour in 
his country's front row. Eng- 
land's pack leader seems too 
charitable by half; it is almost 
easier to imagine St Francis of 
Assisi as a member of the Cor- 
leone family. 

Dig a little deeper, though, 
and you soon uncover the splin- 
ter of ice concealed beneath the 
sunny exterior. No one wins 50- 
odd caps as a prop forward with- 
out mastering the tricks of the 
trade, from the unfathomable 
to the unmentionable, and for 
all his relaxed geniality, the 28- 
ycar-old Harlequin is now the 
Big Daddy of the dressing 
room. When Jason speaks, the 
rest listen. 

Strangely for a man who lists 
shamelessly opinionated Eng- 
land predecessors like Jeff 
Prohyn. Brian Moore and John 
Olvcr among his influences. 
Leonard is not much interest- 
ed in talking a good game. 
Words come cheap!" after all. Yet 
Jack Rowell, whose phenome- 
nal success as a club coach at 
Bath owed an enormous 
amount to clever psychology as 
well as tactical intuition, regards 
his most experienced forward as 
something of a closet orator. 

It was to Leonard that Row- 
ell rumed during the nervous 
build-up to the Ireland match 
u fortnight ago and his choice 


was vindicated in the first five 
minutes as the England peck 
soaked up the early fire and fury 
and returned it with interest. 
When the team re-gathered in 
Marlow on Monday night to 
prepare for France, they, were 
greeted once again by that 
chirpy London accent. 

“Yes. I had a word." said 
Leonard before one of this 
week's intensive training ses- 
sions at Bisham Abbey. “What 


the All Blacks under Wayne 
Shelford in the late 1980s. Their 


7 wanted this 
side to be 
feared and 
respected 
throughout the 
rugby world’ 


did I tell them? 1 told them that 
I wanted this side to be feared 
and respected throughout the 
rugby world. And I said that, not 
just because it was the sort of 
thing international players ex- 
pect to hear in a team meeting 
but because I genuinely believe 
we have the potential to win that 
respect, to command that fear. 

“I've been lucky enough to 
have played in a couple of 
great England sides but this one 
could be the best of the loL I'm 
not one to brag and I have no 
patience with idle boasts, but I 
think we are capable of ap- 
proaching the standards set by 


rugby was as near perfect as 
dammit; they had experience 
and youth, strength and ath- 
leticism, pure anima l instinct 
mixed with a touch of the cav- 
alier. U was an explosive mix and 
I sense q bit of it about us. 

“So, the point of Monday’s 
little chat was to make sure 
everyone still appreciated ex- 
actly where we were trying to get 
to. You can't achieve perfection, 
but Shelford showed how dose 
you can get. We’ve played two 
Five Nations matches and won 
both by 40 points without play- 
ing well. Sooner or later, well 
really dick and do someone a 
lot of damage. Tomorrow would 
be ideal as far as I'm con- 
cerned." 

For aU his high-flown ambi- 
tion. the phrase “feet on the 
ground" might have been 
coined for Leonard. A Quin he 
may be, but there is nothing of 
the Eton and Cambridge in his 
background - mention the name 
Vngfl to him and he is more like- 
ly to think of Thunderbird II 
than the Aeneid - and the Eng- 
land dressing-room is a better 
place for his brand of earthy re- 
alism. In an age of profession- 
al craftmanship, the silver spoon 
counts for less than nothing. 

Rather like Jeremy Guscott, 
a fellow’ comprehensive school 
type, Leonard climbed through 
the ranks on the back of his own 
raw talent to establish himself 
as a major player on the world 
stage. Today, he goes toe to toe 
with Christian Califano, the 



rFL 



The youngest EngBshman to reach 50 caps, Jason Leonard knows that nothing can be taken for granted against France today 



vif'- ' iV ' 

,y.f 


The 


a f£ 


FtKrtograph: Peter Jay 


soldier from Toulouse, and 
there are many aficionados of 
the front row jungle who have 
the two men level pe gging at the 
very lop of the tree. ^Good boy, 
Califano," he says with one of 
his soft, reflective smiles. Tm 
looking forward to seeing him 
again. 

That carefree line speaks 
volumes for Leonard's seem- 
ingly inexhaustible enthusiasm 
for life amid the bump and 

grind. The yo unge st Pngfishirmn 

to reach a half century of ap- 
pearances, he has missed only 


one match - the 1995 World 
Cup pool game with Western 
Samoa, when Rowell fielded a 
shadow side - since making his 
debut in Buenos Aires in 1990. 
When you consider thatrhe suf- 
fered a ruptured disc in his neck 
in 1992- the worst imaginable 
injury for a prop - his durabil- 
ity appears more impressive 
stilL . 

“One of the great joys of be- 
ing involved at the top level is 
the fact that you take something 
with you from every game. No 
matter how much you think you 


know, how many times you’ve 
been in the situation before, you 


□ever go through an interna- 
tional without Teaming some 


tional without Teaming some 
sort of lesson. 

“When I captained England 
against Argentina ixr Phil de 
Glanville’s absence just before 
Christmas, I learned one of the 
most valuable lessons of all - 
namely, never to assume any- 
thing about your opposition. 
We’d looked at the Pumas on 
video and at no point did we see . 
the ball move beyond the out- 
side-half, so we went into the 


game expecting more of the 
same. Of coarse, they caught us 
on. the hop by playing with 
width as well as passion and as 
a result, things began to go 
wrong, 

“But what people tend to for- 
get about that game is the re- 
sult cm the old scorebOaid at the 
end. When it came down to 
brass tacks, we- had enough 
discipline and enough belief .to 
squeeze out a win. As a per- 
formance, it was fair ly -disap- 
pointing; as a victory,, it was ;, 
crucial to our confidence;" 


Leonard believes the fed- 
good factor amongst the- for- 
wards, in particular, will benefit 
from Rowell's commitment to 
continuity. “The really strong 
Eng lish pads qtrecent vintage 
built up their togetherness over 
a period of 20 or 30 interna- 
tionals anti I want to see this 
unit, which I believe possesses 
world-class potential, given a 
similar opportunity,". he said. 

That sort oftimescale would 
give the boy from Barring dose 
on 90 caps." ..What "price the 
centuiy? 




A nation places its faith in Benazzi 


a At a time when the 
fxffl French nation is slrug- 
V fr gling to come to terras 
with Le Pen xenophobia 
and the recent passing of another 
town - Vitrolles on the Cote 
D' Azure - into the hands of the 
National FronL ihe presence of 
a Moroccan as captain of France 
is heavy with symbolism. Espe- 
cially among the rugby commu- 
nity which has alwayseherished 
its image of a slightly marginal 
group of freethinkers. 

Abdelatif Benazzi. son of 
Zineb and Mohamed. is not 
only an Arab, but a practising 
Muslim, and proud of it. Born 
and raised in Oujda. near Mo- 
rocco's border with Algeria, he 
was the unanimous choice to re- 
place Philippe Saint-Andre as 


captain last year when the Tri- 
colores' left-winger was forced 


colores' left-winger was forced 
to pull out of a Test series 


against South Africa with a 
groin injury. 

“Being captain of France, 
even if it is just an interim, is an 
enormous thing for me, and I 
feel very honoured to have 
been given the role," he says. 

“It is far more than just a per- 
sonal victory, but it has not re- 
ally changed me. in Oujda 1 am 
not particularly famous, and my 
family, as ever, welcomed the 
news with modesty and sim- 
plicity.'’ 

As for his Muslim beliefs, 
they are as discreet as they are 
unbending. “I have a faith, and 
it happens to be Islam. But Is- 
lam also teaches one to respect 
others, respect their differ- 
ence.” he says. Religion is cen- 
tral to bis life and his success as 
a sportsman. “U gives me im- 
mense strength. Strength to 
work, to play rugby and to keep 


A captain’s talent and strength of 
character have lifted him above 
prejudice. Ian Borthwick reports 


The French. 


And another 
poultry 
performance, 


things in perspective. It is my 
driving force and, as such, very 
important to me." 

Gifted with immense inner 
strength and determination, 
Benazzi, despite a relatively 
late start in the game, has risen 
to become one of the world’s 
.finest forwards, devastating in 
defence and with the ball in 
hand. He is one of the few play- 
ers to have worn all the num- 
bers from 4 to 8 in international 
rugby, and even today his true 
role remains undefined within 
the French XV. Second row, 
flanker, or No 8 he is as un- 
dastifiable as he is indispensable 
to the French, and there is still 
a possibility that he wfll play half 
of today's game in the back row 
and half in the second row 
alongside Olivier Merle. 

Benazzi first encountered 
rugby at the Lycee El Ouahda 
in Oujda, where his PT teacher, 
Majid Vert, a former second- 
rower for Morocco, convinced 
the powerfully built teenager to 
give up track and field, forget the 


discus, the shot and decathlon, 
and take up rugby. Within a year 


, playing 
can Junior XV and the chain of 
events which led to his arrival in 
France reads like something 
out of an Arab equivalent of the 
Boys' Own Annual. 

In 1987, Benazzi. now a full 
international, was on tour with 
Morocco in Czechoslovakia 
where his path crossed that of 
a touring Third Division French 
side, Luzech. The power, en- 
ergy and raw natural talent of 
the 19-year-old was immedi- 
ately noticed by dub officials 
who rapidly invited him to 
come and play in France, and 
in a matter of months he was 
playing for the nearby Second 
Division club, Cahors. His im- 
pact was immediate, and after 
one season at Cahors he trans- 
ferred to Agen, one of the 17 
First Divisioa clubs which at- 
tempted to hire him away in the 
off-season. 

Overcoming the racism and 
distrust which first greeted his ar- 


rival in this traditional bastion of 
French rugby became one of Be- 
nazzi's first major victories and 
now, six years later and with 51 
international caps to his credit, 
he has not only risen to the rank 
of captain of Agen, but also to 
that of a genuine local hero. 

He has nevertheless re- 
mained dose to his Arab roots: 
despite the gargantuan after- 
match festivities associated with 
rugby in south-west France he 
□ever drinks alcohol, remains a 
devout Muslim, and even at- 
tempted in the early years strict- 
ly to observe Ramadan despite 
the fact that it inevitably fells in 
the most rigorous part of the 
rugby season. “I now know that 
it is impossible to respect Ra- 
madan and play top-level sport 
at the same time. So I cheat a 
little, and for all those days 
where I cheat I make them up 
later in the year, observing the 
fast from dawn to dusk." 

His captaincy of the french 
team remains as discreet and 
understated as the rest of his 
personality. Benazzi never rais- 
es his voice, but despite the in- 
evitable trace of tbe North 
African accent so often 
ridiculed in France, his size, aura 
and burning black eyes are suf- 


ficient to ensure respect As for 
today’s match against England, 
Benazzi places it a cut above the 
other games of the champi- 
onship. “One of the things I win 
be saying to the younger play- 
ers who have never played m 
. England, is that, a game* at 
Twickenham is something' you 
will remember all your life. We 
know the English win start as 
favourites, but in that sense we 
have nothingto lose. Iwffl sim- 
ply ask tbe players to give it all 
they have got, to try everything 
so that at least we don’t come 
• off the field feeling frustrated.” 

He is conscious, however, of 
the scrappy nature of France’s 
two early games, and of the dis- 
turbing number of handling er- 
rors which has prevented them 
from getting their game going. 
“In a match Eke this anything can 
happen," he insists. “We fried a 
lot of things against Wales, but 
we also made a lot of mistakes. 
Our support play was poor, and 
at times we were just trying too 
hard, being too hasty to allow 
thin^ to feU in place. Wfe wfll be 
loo long to eliminate aO those 
small imperfections from our 
game. But, above all we are de- 
termined not to sit back and just 
watch England play.” 
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(England to win by a 
16pt margin: 8/1.) 


Irish foil amazing 
Scottish recovery 


Return of the prodigal may not » Richard 


ENGLAND v FRANCE 



10/11 ENGLAND 19/11 FRANC£t*8PTS) 14/1 THE TIE 
Foreest Am nan wM Francs nesMng n 8 point dart. 


FfesHtyacorer 


Poixts Margbi 


VI J.SIeigbtholme Sri England win by 1-5 points 


3/1 D.Vendrtn 
18/1 T. Underwood 
11/1 A.Gwnanall 
11/1 LLeflamand 
14/1 W.Cariing 
14 fl PDe Gtanvflle 
14/1 A.Penaud 


4/1 England win by 6-10 points 
91 England win by 11-15 points 
8/1 Engtandwin by 18-20 points 
12/1 England vm by 21-25 points 
11/2 Frswe wm by 1-5 points 
8/1 France win by B-10 points 
18/1 France win by 11-15 points 


16/1 J-LSadoumy 48/1 France win by 16-20 points 


22/1 P.Grayson I 88/1 France win by 21-25 points 


SCOTLAND v IRELAND 


10/11 SCOTLAND 18/11 IHELAND V+4PTS) 14/1 THE TIE 
faracnl On tears *M Ireland rmaMog a 4 poM start. 


First Tryjcnrer WMdS Mats Hargla 

4/1 T.Songer 4/1 Scotland win by 1-5 points 

9/1 K.Logan 5/1 Scotland win by 6-10 points 

12/1 J£eu 7/1 SuKtandwtr&yll-ISpoirts 

12/1 D.Wctae 9/2 Ireland win by 1-5 poods 

14/1 K.McOuiKiin 7/1 Ireland win by 6-10 points 
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/ Ladbrokes/ 


For a bet, Ladbrokes are favourite. 


Scotland produced an incredi- 
ble comeback in the A in- 
ternational at Myreside 
yesterday but still came out 
second best, eventually losing 
out 34-33 to iheir Irish coun- 
terparts. 

Down 20-7 at half-time Scot- 
land twice took the lead but in 
an amazing finish, with the 
Scots leading 33-27 with just two 
minutes of normal time re- 
maining, a pass by their stand- 
off. Aliy Donaldson, was 
intercepted by Ireland's winger 
Niall Woods, who raced over for 
the uy. 

Michael Lynch's conversion 
gave Ireland their one-point 
win. and meant misery for Scot- 
land who looked the better 
side for most of the game. They 
were made to pay after their 
weakness in the tackle gave 
away soft tries by Ireland's full- 
back Ciran Clarke and Woods' 
first. 

Their troubles continued in 
the second half when Graeme 
Burns' kick was charged down 
and a lucky bounce allowed the 
flanker, Eddie Halvey, to score 
Ireland’s third easy try. 

Ireland 's other try was scored 
by Niall Hogan from a whirl- 
wind start by his forwards and 
good driving play by the back 
row. 

For Scotland, their centre 
Cameron Murray celebrated 
his first game with two tries and 
there were two touchdowns for 
bis fellow centre, Ron Eriksson, 
dropped from the national side- 


despite scoring against Eng- 
land at Twickenham a month 


stop Scots’ slide into ignominy 
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SIMON TURNBULL 


ago. 

Scotland's other tiy came 
from John Kerr with Donaldson 
converting four of their tries but 
the Currie stand-off missed a 
long-range penalty that could 
have won tbe game. 

The earlier Under-21 in- 
ternational between the coun- 
tries was a much more clear-cut 
affair with Ireland winning 31- 
0. 

The Scots were outplayed up 
front by an Ireland pack that 
scrummaged powerfully, 
worked well in the line-out and 
in open play showed exem- 
plary' handling skills. 

Ireland's backs were also a 
cut above their Scottish 
counterparts, their swift han- 
dling, quick running and ease on 
the ball. 

Ireland led 11-0 at half-time 
thanks to two penalties by Ro- 
nan O'Gara and a try by Gervin 
Dempsey and against the stiff 
breeze in the second half they 
adapted well by using their 
strong forwards in dose for- 
mation to gain territorial ad- 
vantage. 

Sheldon Coulter scored three 
minutes into the second half and 
Scotland’s misery was com- 
pounded when Ireland scored 
two pushover tries, the first at- 
tributed to O'Gara and the 
second to their scrum-half 
Stephen Bell. 

Right on full-time Emmet 
Farrell, on as a substitute, em- 


Alan Tbit’s last appearance for 
Scotland happens to date back 
to the day which ended with 
Dean Richards and John Jeffrey 
being held accountable for Lhe 
Calcutta Cup being used as a 
football on Princes Street. Nine 
years later, the prodigal Thit re- 
turns after his rugby league ex- 
ile witb Scotland's battered 
pride in need of urgent repair. 

Last season, and the season 
before, Scotland went into their 
final Five Nations fixture with 
Grand Slam glory within their 
grasp. Defeat against Ireland at 
Murrayfield today would leave 
Rob WainwrighL and his col- 
leagues with one hand on the 
wooden spoon and, given the 
Paris match awaiting them in a 
fortnight, the prospect of slid- 
ing ignominiously into the his- 
tory books as the first 
whitewashed Scotland team 
since 1985. 

It was the same season, in feet, 
that the Irish celebrated their 
most recent success at Murray- 
field. an 18-15 victory whidi fea- 
tured two Trevor Ring! and tries. 
If that proves to be an unhappy 
coincidence for the Scots, their 
selectors, Jeffrey among them, 
could be excused for not know- 
ing where to turn next - except, 
perhaps, for examining the kind 
of fruitful family trees which haw 
produced three of the 21 players 
on duev for Ireland todav. 


Scotland’s fitful form since 
ArweJ Thomas’s failed touchline 
convection left: them three-quar- 
ters of the way to a Grand 
Slam twelve months ago has am- 
ply underscored the bottom 
line that Richie Dixon, the na- 
tional team coach, has a dearth 
of world-class talent at his dis- 
posal That stark reality was ex- 
posed by Australia and Italy 
before Christmas and exploited 
by Wiles, with their three-fry 
scoring burst in five second-half 
minutes at Murrayfield in Jan- 
uary, and by England at Twick-. 
enham four weeks ago. 

At least Tail’s return to the 
union fold, with Newcastle, has 
affaded the Scottish selectors an- . 


other midfield option. Jeffrey's 
one-time Kelso comrade sug- 


gested with his influential per- 
formance, in Scotland As 56-11 


fbnnance in Scotland As .56-11 
submerging of an' “Emerging 
Wiles" in January that he will 
have much to offer in bis centre 
pairing with Gregor Tbwnsend,' 
even as a 32-year-old who made 
his original international debut 
. as a replacement for John 
Rutherford in the Wbdd Cup 
match against France In 
Christchurch ten years ago. ' 
Much has been made this 
. week of "Rut's second coming. 
Much too much, in fact. As the 
captain, Wbinwright, put it yes- 
terday: “Some people seem to 
. be expecting mirades from 


Alan, but he has been out of 
rugby imion for longer than his 
Welsh counterparts." 

Wunwr^LT^nwvestohis 
-favoured blind-side position in 
> Scptiand's.back row this after- 
hood' might have added that 
more >than one- re-converted 
Welshman breathed new life 
into tlrerirfd dragon at Murray- 
field six .weeks ago. The great 
ScottSj-Qixiimdl and Gibbs, and 
Allah Bateman, were afari in the 
; Welsh team which subsequent- 

* milTintnmiy jjjl Inin 



by. the Irish. Fortunately for 
Scotland, the. false dawn. syn- 
drome was transmitted to the 
victors' in Cardiff that day: - . 

. . Brian Ashton arrived in .Ed- 
inburgh on ..Thursday with' his 
six-yehr contract but whh a 
team Considering 

that Eric Miller, Eric Elwnbd 
andNickPopptewefl have,smce 
ffie^A rms Bark gam eyybeen 

ready indudedSimonGeogjie- 
gan and Keith Wood, tte former 
Bath coach could be.sakfto have 
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. The wound of most wame di- 
ate concern to Aditoh, thoiigh, 
is the one tharwa&inffictedby 
the 17 men who played for the 
lantfoflris fathers aiLanadfowne 
Rtiada fortnight agccTtw dam- 
age done by the five fries con- 
ceded in that final 16 -msRtfe 




phcatrans.ffScottandriBalsean 
early breakthrough . this' after- ■ 
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sport 


RFU urged not to let TV undermine tradition 


English rugby yesterday re- 
ceived a warning from an un- 
likely quarter that it had to 
tread carefully when allowing hs 
game to be televised to afon- 
ited audience. 

Whfle the Celtic nations this 
week signed lucrative broad- 
casting deals with terrestrial 
television companies, England 
have committed themselves to 
a five-year contract with. BSkyB. 

The warning about the dan- 
gers of deals with satellite or 
cable television companies came 
from a leading representative of 
a sport which pioneered razz- 
matazz, hype and schedules tai- 
lored to suit television 
companies - American foot- 
ball 

Gridiron has seen it an done 
it all, marketed the videos and 
the whole range of leisurewear 
and now, by afl accounts, is ready 

to trumpet the pitfaUs, problems 

and growing pains of profes- 
sionalism to rugby union. And 
there were plenty of willing 
ears in the Queen Heabeth H 




Farr Jones: Fears burn-out 

Conference Centre in London 
yesterday at a seminar on the 
future oF rugby, organised by 
Rugby News magazine is asso- 
ciation with the Independent. 

A turbulent season off die 
field in the En g l i sh game faces 
further storms. A third special 
general meeting in 25 months 
is scheduled for next Sunday 


where, once again, the Rugby 
Football Union's authority and 
constitution will be challenged 
Yesterday’s conference, which 
featured a series of eminent 
speakers, was, therefore, a wel- 
come forum for views to be ex- 
pressed and potential problems 
to be highlighted. And titc 
National Football League has 
had its problems. 

Dan Rooney is well qualified 
to speak authoritatively on run- 
ning a professional game. Since 
graduating from college as a 
business major, be has worked 
in the family firm, die Pittsburgh 
Stedera gridiron team. He has 
seen at first hand the issues 
raised by professionalism and. 
while concluding that it was no 
bad thing, he sail made some 
pertinent points. 

“Television has brought sport 
into everyone's Kving-room,” 
Rooney said. “But rugby union 
must remain in control. You 
have a marvellous tradition and 
I thank we owe your game a debt 
of gratitude since I believe 


David Llewellyn hears a wide variety of 
figures give their views at yesterday’s 
seminar on the future of rugby union 


rugby ® the root at gridiron. 

“In the 1930s. Pittsburgh 
Steelere had to pay a local radio 
station to cover their matches. 
In the 1960s. by which time tele- 
vision was involved, broadcast- 
ing revenue to the NFL was 
$300,000 with spectating fig- 
ures for the whole scasoinn all 
matches at around one million. 

“By the 1997 season, revenue 
from television had gone up to 
539m with attendances around 
23 million. 

“These days television is re- 
sponsible for the greatest slice of 
revenue, some two- thirds of the 
NFLs income is TV-generated 
Gate money is less than one- 
third, while stadium revenue 
through concessions, franchises 
and marketing, is increasing.'* 

While accepting the value of 


television as a source of income 
and acknowledging that satel- 
lite TV is able to reach places 
around the world where grid- 
iron had never before been 
seen. Rooney pointed out that 
satellite dishes were slifl not that 
numerous. 

He adekde “Don't isolate your 
local [Lc. terrestrial] networks. 
Games must remain on Jan) tek> 
vision. When a Stcdeis match is 
being shewn on cable, it s broad- 
cast simultaneously by a terres- 
trial station. TV fans are not 
always prepared to pay to view." 

Rooney felt that "television 
wanted to promote sport. “TV 
is not the enemy," he said. 
“But they have to make pro- 
gramming good. It is an excel- 
lent medium for creating new 
spectators. But the television 


package that is negotiated must 
leave control with the govern- 
ing both . The sport must be re- 
sponsible. for example, for the 
timing of the game and tor the 
number of interrupt ions for 

commercial breaks. ' 

Rooney advocated that the 
leading clubs and governing 
bodies should negotiate to- 
gether for the benefit of the 
brotherhood. That theme of 
april Je corps was echoed by an- 
other distinguished speaker, 
the former Australian captain 
Nick Furr-Jones, who lamented, 
among other things in the new 
professional era. the passing of 
the traditional Australian green 
and gold strip. Farr- Jones, now 
based in France and working in 
banking, described the new 
version as; "a vomit of green 
and gold splashed on white." 
adding “that it is what our new 
sponsor insisted on". 

Farr-Joncs also feared burn- 
out in the modem nlaver. “I un- 
derstand that the need to play 
more games to generate more 



CaUawt ‘Long-term plans* 

income," he said. “But there arc 
now around 12 to 14 interna- 
tionals a year for Australia. 

“And look at training. Wc did 
three nights a week and perhaps 
a little extra on our own. My 
state. New South Wales, 
brought its players together in 
October, four to five months be- 
fore the start of the new season. 


And these guys are expected to 
train 10 times a week. I believe 
this is overkill." 

While stating ihat the 
modem-day game is in good 
shape. Earr-Jones expressed 
his fear for what happens when 
a player retires, particularly if 
the players only qualification is 
playing rugby. This was a theme 
echoed by the former England 
full-back ion Cali and who called 
for youngsters to be encouraged 
to stay on at school and then to 
train for another profession 
while in full-time employment 
with professional rugby clubs. 

The conference was wel- 
comed by Tony Halleu, ihe 
RFU secretary. “1 think this 
should become an auaual 
affair." he said. “It gives a lot 
of sections of the game an ideal 
opportunity to express and 
share their views. It is also a 
good chance for ihe RFU io sig- 
nal its achievements and stance 
in the game, particularly in a 
time w hen there is so much mis- 
information around." 


The return of 
a fallen hero 


Glyn Leach on the rapid rise and slow 
decline of Sugar Ray Leonard, who . 
makes yet another comeback tonight 


■ ike a moth drawn to a 
I flame. Sugar Ray Leo 
■Hnard, now a 40-year-old 
grandfather, tonight returns to 
the ring in Atlantic Gty after a 
six-year absence. The modern- 
day boxing legend aims to turn 
back the clock through victory 
over the flamboyant Hector 
“Macho" Camacho, the de- 
fender of the lightly regarded In. 
ternatiooal Boxing Council 
middleweight championship. 

Leonard’s love-hate relation- 
ship with the sport is well 
known. A professional career j 
following a gold medal at the 
Montreal Olympics of 1976 * 
has seen Leonard fight just F 
39 times (including two loss- « 
esandone draw) in 20 years, v 
statistics pul into perspective £ 


of cocaine abuse, the lack of 
challenge, all have caused 
Leonard to retire in the past, yet 
always he has found justification 
to return. But why now, at an age 
where be feels it prudent to un- 
dergo yearly prostate examina- 
tions, does Leonard feel driven 
to risk his health and reputation 
once more? 

Not through finanrial neces- 
sity. Leonard hardly aeeds the 
$5m (£3 Jin) he receives for 
challenging Camacho, who 


missed. Leonard and Trainer 
went their own way, forgoing 
promotional alignments and 
fighting for the highest bidder, 
earning over JlflOm to date. 

Neither is this comeback 
through tack of achievement. He 
was inducted into the Boxing 
Hall of Fame five years ago. 
Leonard has won ax world titles 
in five weight dhosems, a record 
beaten only by Hearns. 

It is the search for approval, 
for adulation, that brings 
Leonard back and boxing 


known. A professional career The SiuSaf R2f£ $tOf¥ - has, since his teenage years, 
following a gold medal at the , «,^ r - i.inT^rtrin mtfrnrtiir provided both. As a frail, 
Montreal Olympics of 1976 youth in Palmer Park, 

has seen Leonard fight just Foiyaiay igTr tiaTe pRjfesoioiatv ; Maryland, whose only sport- 
39 times (including two loss- November lSTSWns agwnst ing aspiration was to be & 

esandone draw) in 20 years, gymnast, Leonard was some- 

statistics put into perfective _*P. isfrato thing of an embarrassment to 

by those of 80s COTtempo- fe fatt er. Ci cero. But »heo 

nines Thomas Hearns (62 . j^**,,** -u&T - Kearns'' «br tbe youngest of tbe Leonard 
fights), Marvin Hagler (67 "urcSspatwt ’• .'•A".' r . • . brothers took up baring and 
fights) and Roberto Duran ri»6niiy JjHtf showed promise, the dys- 


fights) and Roberto Duran 
( 1 12 fights). 

Of the quartet whose 
memorable nvalrv sustained 


teona.. .- ^\f i -7; ■■■•■* •. 

May JSSC BetiiijnRwhhwffi auer ritmjiovmd-. 
mep «Cr».as«eood tfeno, \ v: yof ?_ • ■ 
! W u » M rt]i«r:1988^ to 


showed promise, the dys- 
function disappeared from 
the father-son relationship. 
Boredom also plays a part. 


the sport throughout a de- ? su«?-rai* 3 Ea*^ Sties A career in television com- 
pressing mid-80s slump, only . inqBe^lBhL: I . roentaiy, a spell as “boxing 


Hagler has walked into the 

******* ^WocWrcfte^.drtW: 

Hearns and Duran have kept Igjfcsf Heamor- ; V . •• 


ambassador" fora Las Vegas 
hotel-casino — Leonard's 
sole duty being to play a few 


plugging away, diminishing -pecojnb**; 1969 Base% OuanT irrxMrri ^git. of rounds of golf with the es- 
.# k» > i» fink, i*-. : tabfishment’s high-roller cus- 


tbeir reputations by ihe fight .frefc 


has re- tKacffghd btatMifo tomers — and the launching 


Leonard, though, has re- Fcfru atyiagi^ 
tired six times to date, always 05 a foundation for UDder ' 

to return: the first retirement - - ^ privileged children, none re- 
following his Olympic sue- ■- . . " - * - ”-.i placed the adrenalin nidi of 

cess; the latest after Terry Nor- earns $2m. Leonard and his at- foe boxing ring, 
ris brutally battered him for 12 tomey. Mike Trainer, have “Fighters are a rare breed. Vfc 

rounds m February 1991, maintain ed total financial in- don’t ever think we slow down," 
prompting one American jour- dependence from day one. Tbe Leonard said. “1 guarantee if 
naJist to describe the beaten investors who paid $1,000 apiece you polled 12 fighters and asked 
Leonard as “staggering from foe to get Leonard’s career up and if they could beat Roy Jones Jar, 
Madison Square Garden ring running were repaid from foe they’d say yes. Because, if you 
like a mugging victim”. proceeds of his .first prof es- don’t believe you can, you al- 

A detached retina, a period sional fight and summarily dis- ready tost And, yes, Ibelieve I 


Tany Noras and ; 


of a foundation -for under- 


eams S2m. Leonard and his at- 
torney. Mike Trainer, have 
maintained total financial in- 
dependence from day one. The 
investors who paid $1,000 apiece 
to get Leonard’s career up and 
running were repaid from foe 
proceeds of his .first profes- 
sional fight and summarily dis- 
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A legend reflects: Sugar Ray Leonard in some hot gym action this week 


Photograph: Charles Rex Arbogast/AP 


could knock out Roy Jones Jour, 
too. 

“When l bit my 40th birthday, 
I realised it was now or never. 
I’ve done a lot of self-evaluai- 
ing and, with each day, each 
year, I realised my chances of 
restarting my career were get- 
ting slimmer and slimmer.” 

On perhaps damaging his 
reputation by taking one fight 


too many, a philosophical 
Leonard said: “If one fight tar- 
nishes my career, then my 
career was never worth much 
anyway." 


For all Leonard s triumphs — 
stopping the frighteningly pow- 
erful Hearns in their first fight, 
forcing the animalistic Duran to 
quit in their second, bedazzling 
iron man Hagler and sending 
him into retirement — recent 
memories are of Che faded fight- 
er of Leonard's last two contests: 
foe one who sustained 60 stitch- 
es to facial wounds in the third 
fight with Duran: and the man 
who through grim resistance 
alone lasted foe distance against 
Norris after twice being floored. 
Leonard's refusal to spar in 


public has done nothing io dis- 
pel those images. 

Camacho, 34, is a multi- 
weight champion himselL but 
lack of self-discipline bas dogged 
foe career of tbe Puerto Rican- 
bom nalhe of Spanish Harlem 
in New York. 

The former Rikers Island in- 
mate has 3 history of drugs 
and firearms offences but is a 
highly skilled fighter with fast 
hands, good mobility and a rep- 
utation for durability, never 
having been stopped in 66 fights, 
including three losses and one 


draw. And. most importantly. 
Camacho bas fought 27 times 
during Leonard’s most recent 
spell of inactivity, a factor ihai 
makes ihis an even-money fight 
with Las Vegas oddsmakers. 

“It’s ail on me, 1 know that." 
Leonard said. “It’s basically 
what i do, what 1 have left - 50 
per cent beats Camacho. 75 per 
eent beats him comfortahly. and 
100 per ceni ... annihilation." 

The crowd at the Allan tic City 
Convention Centre waits to 
watch Leonard play foe per- 
centage game. 


Richardson leads bold recovery 


Cricket 

NEIL MANTHORP 
reports from Johannesburg 
South Africa 302 v Australia 


South Africa's late-order bats- 
men clawed their side out of se- 
rious trouble to reach 302 all out 
on a fascinating first day of the 
first Test against Australia at 
The Wanderers yesterday. 

The wicketkeeper Dave Rich- 
ardson made an unbeaten 72 as 
he masterminded the addition 
of 107 runs for foe last two wick- 
els, building on a defiant inning 
of 76 from his captain, Hanae 
Cronje, after the home side 
had slumped to 1 15 for 5. 

The chief Australian de- 
stroyer had been Glenn Mc- 
Grath, who lived up to his 
statistical ranking as foe No 1 


bowler in foe world with a dev- 
astating rvew-ball burst of three 
wickets for TO runs in foe first 
session. 

McGrath exploited overcast 
morning conditions to dismiss 
Andrew Hudson (0), Gary 
Kirsten (9) and Jacques Kallis 
(6) and then came back after 
lunch to get rid of Danrll Cul- 
linan for 27. McGrath finished 
with 4 for 77 from 26 high-class 
overs. 

(Aillinan did his best to re- 
build foe innings in a fourth- 
wicket stand of 53 with Cronje 
as South Africa rallied from 25 
for 3 but, despite scoring 124 
runs in the afternoon session, 
the borne side paid the price for 
some loose shots. 

On his return to foe Test team 
Jonty Rhodes made 22 before 
becoming Jason Gillespie’s first 
victim and the all-rounder 


Shaun Pollock smashed eight 
fours in 35 from 42 balls before 
holing out against the left-arm 
wrist span of Michael Bevan. 

Bevan snared Lance Klosen- 
er for nine shortly after tea and 
the crucial wicket of Cronje fell 
to Shane Warne, with foe help 
of a brilliant catch at short ex- 
tra cover by Mark Waugh. 

Cronje middled a flat-batted 
smash, but picked out the un- 
erring hands of Waugh who 
dong on to the ball as be fell 
backwards, ending Cronje’s 
144-ball slay which included 10 
fours and a six. 

At 195 for 8. the initiative 
was clearly with the Aus- 
tralians, but Richardson in- 
spired a brilliant rally as he 
raced to 72 from just 87 balls 
with 10 fours and a six. He 
added 58 with Allan Donald 
(21) and 49 with Fhnl Adams 


(15) before the latter was 
trapped leg before by Warne off 
the fourth ball of the day’s fi- 
nal over. Warne finished a 
fluctuating day with figures of 
2 for 68 from 27.4 overs. 

Bra Sar. Soun Africa mnnas 
SOUTH AFRICA - tank** 

A C Hudson c HeaJy 0 McGraUi - __0 

G Krcran c HeaJy t> McOam — _..9 

JHKoftscMwau^ibMtaotn 6 

D J CUinm c He&V O 27 

«W J Crone c M Waugi U Warne 76 

JN Rhodes c Healy D G«esp» 22 

$ M PoUocfc c S WMJtp n Seven 3S 

L K&sener c Taytor b B«van — 9 

IDJAtftartlunnotciM ... — — 73 

A A Duma e HeBty t> Otespe 21 

P R Arums tow Warne IS 

BOW (til Bj3 wS nA3l. — - 10 

Total {92.4 oven) — — — 302 

FWfe 1-0 2-13 3-25 4-78 5 -US frl65 
7-1S3 8-195 9-253. 

Bmflatf McGran 26-8-77-4 utou; GAespe 
17-6-66-2 m 2}; Warne 27.4-^68-2 <i*2>: 
Sevan 17-1-64 2 Mr. Sewn a-o-23-o 
AUSTRALIA: A fey W, M L HayOofl. M T 


G D McOath. 

Umpires C } Mitcfiley (SAl&ndS venfata- 
Q0t3uan 0»f). 


Unity is strength for game’s underlings 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

There is life outside Super 
League, as the Hist and Second 
Division clubs have foe chance 
to show when they start their 


of foe big boys, this weekend. 

The smaller chibs had a 
choice when Super League ar- 
rived to hog the limelight. They 
i could crawl away into a dork 
comer and (fie, or they could 
sort themselves out They have 
chosen foe latter couree. 

The date outside foe top 
flight are getting their act to- 


f ether, on and off foe field, 
rue. there are still a number of 
financial basket cases, but there 
is a collective desire to survive 
and thrive. 

Bob McDennott who com- 
bines foe rote of chairman of tbe 
new Association of First and 
Second Division Clubs with that 
of chairman of Dewsbury, has 
been at foe heart of this change 
of tnood. Under his leadership, 
foe clubs have discovered that 
there is strength in unity. ■ ■ 
"First and. Second Dmaon . 

dubs were told last season that 
their allocation of the Murdoch 
money was to be reduced by 
£1 Aa” McDexmoti says. “Thai 


would have been crippling for 
many clubs, but they could do 
little as individuals. But when 
foe Association gol involved, 
that £ 1 .6m was back on the table 

within 72 hours." 

Or, as foe Huddersfield di- 
rector Bob Scott puts it; “The 
onfr time we’ll be at loggerheads 
will be for 80 minutes on the 
field. For foe rest of foe time 
we're allies, pooling our ideas." 

There are certainly more 
sides who could conceivably 
win the First Division than 
there are in Super League. 

Hull, at home to Swinrou to- 
morrow, have recroired well 
from Australia, even if their new 


name -the Sharks -ignores foe 
more obvious attractions of foe 
Hull Herrings or Haddocks. 

Huddersfield, who start tbeir 
season against Whitehaven, 
have the facilities and the re- 
sources, while Keighley- away 
to Workington - continue to 
defy predictions that their bub- 
ble. has burs. Featherstone take 
cm Hall KR with what looks like 
one of foe strongest squads in 
the division, but Wakefield - at 
home to Dewsbury - are pos- 
sible dark horses. 

■The Fust Division clubs and 
foe top nine in Division Two arc 
to contest a new play-off com- 
petition in late July, 


Kingston and 
Telford pay 
the penalty 

tee hockey 

Mark Pallisier. a cousin of the 
Manchester United and Eng- 
land central defender Gary, 
has been banned and fined for 
his part in a mass punch-up 
which hailed a SuperLeague 
match after 13 minutes last 
weekend. He was suspended for 
five games and fined £150 for 
fighting as the British Ice Hock- 
ey Association dealt with the 
culprits from boih Kingston 
Hawks and Telford Tigers. 

The police were called to foe 
rink in Hull last Saturday to 
quell the violence. Tbe biggest 
punishment went to the Kings- 
ton coach. Keifo Millhench. 
who was suspended for 10 
games, fined £100 and given a 
final warning. The Telford 
coach, Dave Graham, was sus- 
pended for two games, fined 
£100 and warned for hjs failure 
to control his players. 

The Kingston plajur Norman 
Piimington was banned for 10 
games and fined £200 after he 
became involved in fighting 
during foe pre-game warm-up 
and 21 seconds into foe match, 
which was abandoned with the 
scores level at 2-1 Kingston's 
Bobby McEwan was suspended 
for six games and fined £75 af- 
ter he headbutted an opponent 
bis team-mate Joe Wilkins was 
suspended for three games and 
fined £50 after he used his 
blocker during foe brawl. 

The BIHA has ordered the 
game to be replayed and has 
fined foe clubs a total of £1,700. 


Hounslow seeking safety 


Hockey 

BILL COLWILL 


Hounskwv. arguably foe most 
successful National League club, 
who this season have been tot- 
tering in foe relegation zone, 
need three points tomorrow 
against Havant to be virtually' 
certain of maintaining their sta- 
tus. For their 150th league game, 
foeir Welsh international Mike 
Williamson, who bas played in 
136 matches, and England’s 
Guy Fbrdham return after injury. 


SKI HOTLINE 


That relegation battle will 
be preceded at Hounslow’s 
Dukes Meadow ground with a 
game between foe leaders Ted- 
dington and third-placed Read- 
ing, Teddington welcome back 
Great Britain's Olympic captain, 
Jason Lasleti, from holiday but 
have doubts about their striker 
Jon Hauck who has a leg injury. 
Reading wflj be missing school- 
boy international Jon Loose. 

Should Teddington slip up 
second-placed Cannock will be 
looking to regain the number 
one spot with a win at Surbiton. 


Cowboy 
Godignon 
finds his 
range 

Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 


John Whitaker's finely judged 
round on Virtual Village Wel- 
ti am looked good enough to win 
foe Prix des Ecoliers, yesterday’s 
opening contest of the Paris 
Horse Show, until Herve 
Godignon came in last to foe 21- 
horse jump-off and cut 136sec 
off the Briton's time. 

there could not have been 
more of a contrast between foe 
rounds. Whitaker, though he cut 
corners to foe bone, maintained 
a wonderfully smooth rhythm on 
his 1 7-year-old Olympic partner. 
Godignon's round on Amoros 
Revillon looked like a cowboy 
display in comparison, but it pro- 
vided a home victory for France. 

“He is rideable now but still 
a bit difficult." Godignon said of 
Amoros. “1 had to go fast, there 
was no choice because he gets 
worse if you hold him back." 

Godignon wondered, with a 
wry grin, whether this was a 
good preparation for foe Grand 
Prix Rolex which Amoros is due 
to contest tonight. Welftam. on 
the other hand, seemed to be 
given an excellent preparation 
for the Volvo World Cup quali- 
fier in which he will compete to- 
morrow after a day’s rest. 

“I hoped I could win today 
without going crazy," Whitaker 
said, having so nearly fulfilled 
that aim. Apart from one small 
midweek contest at Markham 
io Leicestershire, this was Wel- 
ham’s first contest since 
Olympia in December but there 
were certainly no signs of him 
being ring rusty. 

Michael Whitaker was foe 
only other Briton to reach yes- 
terday’s jump-off, but his 
chance quickly evaporated 
when Virtual Village Ashley ran 
out aftera short nun to foe sec- 
ond fence. Having circled back 
to jump it, he had the same 
fence down and thereafter con- 
centrated on giving foe nine- 
year-old a quiet school round 
the remainder of foe track. 

The Prix des Ecoliers lakes its 
name from the audience of 
noisy schoolchildren, who file 
into Bercy’s Palais Oranispons 
each year to watch the opening 
contest of the show. The roar- 
ing and stamping is an a new ex- 
perience for some of the 
younger horses - among them 
Virtual Village Niko, who, ac- 
cording to nis rider. Geoff 
BiUington, had his eyes out on 
stalks. “It’s all part of the leam- 
ingcurve, I thought he jumped 
well apart from foe two fences 
he had down,” he said. 


, Around the resorts 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 130+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 

0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-giance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 SOI 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKfFAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


SKICODES 
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Blackburn Rovers' mid-season revival owes much to the faithful servant who knows that his 26 years at Ewood Pajtfi . 
may soon come to an end. Guy Hodgson talked to the man who may be the most successful caretaker manager ester 

f- 


Parkes unworried by uncertain 


Ivlev*/ 

[here 


A look under the heading Black- 
hum Rogers in the Rothmans 
Football Yearbooks tor the 
seasons 1991-92 and "92-93 is inter- 
esting. In the first Tony Parkes is list- 
ed as assistant manager, in the 
second his name appears nowhere. 
Kennv DalgUsh. Ray Harford. Asa 
Hartford, the list goes on. Parkes 
seemingly entering into a twilight 
world populate b\ lootball's for- 
gotten many. 

In reality". Parkes had not disap- 
peared and" was ahead of Harford in 
the blue-and-whhe hierarchy - even 
if you would not know it from the 
black-and-white print. The message, 
nevertheless, is loud and unyielding: 
the permanence of a job in football 
is like the prwerbial verbal contract, 
not worth the paper it is written on. ■ 
A new manager's broom fre- 
quently sweeps away people who de- 
serve belter, as Tony Book 
discovered at Manchester City. 
Parkes has been at Blackburn for 26 
years but there is no guarantee he 
will make it to a 27th even if he could 
claim, with justification, to be the 
most successful caretaker manager 
ever. When Roy Hodgson arrives 
from Intemazionale in the sum- 
mer. it might signal his leaving. 

Yet meet Parkes now and he ex- 
udes the same outward noncha- 
lance about his future that has 
marked his relaxed spell in charge 
of Blackburn since Ray Harford re- 
signed last October. “Come into the 
caretaker manager's office," be says, 
knowing no room of that name ex- 
ists. As "he walked past the door he 
pointed to the place where the pre- 
fix should co ahead of the word 


“manager . 

He said, unul his face matched the 
blue of his club's shirts, that he did 
not want the job on a permanent ba- 
sis and now, with Hodgson due 
from Italy, his wish has been grant- 
ed. It could be an abdication of re- 
sponsibility or an acute perception 
of his limitations, but where Parkes 
goes now is anyone's guess. Certainly 
it is not within his compass. 

“I'm sure the dub. the hoard, the 
chairman and the owner would want 
me to stay." he said. " They’ve actu- 
ally told me that. But my answer is: 
’ll isn't up to you. it's up to the new 
manager'. You can't expect a man to 
come into a club and work with one 
hand behind his back which he 
might feel he’s doing if I'm here. It’s 
the manager s decision and if he says 
I've got to go. it's acceptable. That's 
part of football. 

“People ask me: ‘Where’s that go- 
ing to leave you'.’’ and 1 can't hon- 
estly tell them. If I worried about 
what's going to happen to me every 
time I’ve had a caretaker’s job I 
wouldn't go to sleep at night." 

Parkes. who was an industrious, 
“sort you’d want with you in the 
trenches " type of midfield player for 
Blackburn, has been in temporary 
charge at Ewood Park on three oc- 
casions. .After Bobby Saxton, Don 
Mackay and Harford he has done the 
tidying up for a new manager, always 
surrendering authority with the dub 
in better shape- than he found it. 

In J9S7 he was unbeaten, four 
vears later, after Mackav was sacked. 
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The Parkes bench: ‘We'd had the doom and gloom bit and it hadn’t got the results,' says Blackburn’s caretaker manager 


Photo&aph: Andrew Cowre/Colorsport '• 


he got 17 out of 24 points and pre- 
sented the side in eighth position to 
Kenny Dalglish, who guided them to 
promotion via the play-offs that 
same season. This time he has lost 
three League matches out of 15 and 
fears about relegation haw dimin- 
ished. if not entirely disappeared. 

Hodgson will benefit from this 
stewardship just as Dalglish did in the 
past and Parkes. who comes over as 
the last person to grumble, will be a 
welcoming figure - even more so 
since the original choice. Sven Goran 
Eriksson, left the club close to 
Parkes’ heart in limbo by reversing 
his decision to come to Blackburn in- 
stead deciding to remain in Italy. 

“I'm very "happy.” Parkes said. 
“Everybody is looking forward to his 
coming. He's a big name in world 
football and Blackburn need some- 
one of that stature to get us back to 
where we were two years ago. One 
or two of the players sank a bit when 
it was clear Eriksson was not com- 
ing. so the news ahoui Hodgson 


i quickly afterwards lifted them. 
*Tve never spoken to Roy but I ex- 


*Tve never spoken to Roy but I ex- 
pect I'll be flying over to Milan short- 
ly to meet him. It’s similar sort of 
situation to Eriksson, where I went 
to Genoa. He’s got a team to run and 
pick and so have I. so it’s not that easy 
to find the lime. Perhaps well get to- 
gether in an international week." 

By then Parkes’ principal aim, 14 
points to reach his estimate of safe- 
ty, might have been accrued, which 
will be no meagre resurrection after 
Blackburn managed only four draws 
and no wins in their first 11 Pre- 
miership matches and seemed des- 
tined for relegation only two seasons 
after winning the championship. It 
would not be a total exaggeration to 
note it as a triumph for humour over 
adversity. 

“1 just got the magic wand out and 
waved it about a bit," is his response 
to questions about the change he 
brought. As soon as Parkes walked 
into the manager's office, the light- 
ness of touch was obvious in com- 


parison to the heavy downbeat of 
Harford’s final days. When be is be- 
ing serious, he says being temporary 
helped - and that be had no ambi- 
tion to succeed to the job. 

“Managers are dour and miser- 
able,” he said after one win. “I want 
to stay a happy go-lucky chap, ^feit 
until Mr Sou ness comes, he’s a prop- 
er manager.” On cue, the 
Southampton boss arrived, the pafo . 
slipping out from under the mask . 
of smiles a testimony to Parkes’ 
words. 

“1 set off to try to be a little bit 
jovial and laid-back," Parkes said. 
“We'd had the doom and gloom bit 
and it hadn't got the results, so let's 
try and attack it a little bit differently. 
More jovial, more unconcerned. 1 did 
it consciously in the hope it would 
rub off on other people. 

*Tra serious at the right time, don’t 
get me wrong. Not everything is a 
laugh and a joke but, if you're bap- 
py in your job, you do it better, it’s 
a psychological fact And if you can 


keep pressure off people by trying to 
be humorous, all the better. People 
are under enough pressure. 

“I brought in a couple of players 
who hadn’t been in the side and tin- 
kered with the formation a little bit, 
but there was no magic formula. 


Beating Liverpool 3-0 in our first 
home game alter Ray's departure 


home game after Rays departure 
was the turning point. FbctbpU; lie; 
. any ballgame, is about confidence 
and, as the points .came on, we got 
better.”-' ' 1 ' ‘ ' . . 

Per Pedersen, a Danish striker, has 
been bought from Odense for £Z5m 
to buttress that self-belief, a signing 
made without reference to anyone 
in Italy and which reinforces thefiuth 
that the club have in Parkes' judge- 
ment. It also underlines the heady 
distance Blackburn have travelled 
since his first stint as a caretaker. 
Then he also bought a player, Sean 
Curry, but he cost £5,000. 

“That’s the difference between 
then and now,” be said. “From day 
one when Kenny and Ray came. 


things just happened so quickly. We 
went from being a sleeping, average 
Second Division dub to an all-action 
Premiership dub. We were baying 
players every day, whoever was for 
sale was coming to Blackburn. The 
car park changed almost overnight. 
We had BMWs and Meres. The 
Cortinas had to go.” - ‘ ' ’- '■ 

Which is why Ruke$ B adamant he 
will never be in permanent charge of 
. the wheel at Ewood Parle “I wouldn’t 1 
say m never be a manager, but 2 
wouldn’t want to be manager of 
Blackburn Rovers. Possibly six years 
ago, before we were promoted tothe' 
Premiership, that nriehl have been my 
time. But now, it’s abig, big busings, 
you need someone in charge who dm 
bring the players in.” .A';:-. 

Will that businesshave space for 
a one-dub, low profile man, no 
matter how good a servant ?“Thefi»- 
ture for me is 10 weeks,” he replied. 
“What happens from thereis top dis- 
tant. Unm I speak to Roy Hodgson, 
I’m no wiser. ' 
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Scarborough 




TODAY 

3.0 unless stated 


Stephen Walsh 


Is there life after Scarborough? 
Hardly, to judge by stale of the 
old-timers who walk their Zim- 
mer frames on the Esplanade 
even,' afternoon. For Scarbor- 
ough. as Pete Davies pointed 
out in a piece in FourFourTwo 
a year or so ago. is a place 
where people come to die. but 
then forget why they came. 

A year ago. pretty much the 
same could have been said of 
the football side - after a life- 
time of non-League toil. At the 
end of last season, only Torquay 

- and the fact that Stevenage 
did not have a decent ground 

- lay between them and a re- 
turn lo ihe Conference. 

It was not just the lowly po- 
sition that mattered, it was the 
manner of it. .As befits a seaside 
club, we were shipping goals tty' 
the craicioad. The caretaker- 
manager. Mitch Cook, was a 
worthy trier, but everything he 
touched turned to dross. The 
high point of his reign came 
when, one Friday evening, he 
took his squad out for a drink 
in Plymouth. His stated aim of 
relaxing his loo-tense players 
was achieved the following af- 
ternoon: Argylcwon 5-1. 

I took in the last game of last 
season with my son - he had a 
free ticket from the Football in 
the Community scheme. I pre- 
pared him for a certain amount 
of late -season carnival: hut full- 
scale clowning I had not fore- 
cast. The Seasiders conceded 
four to the clarei-and-bluc clod- 
hoppers of Scunthorpe, and 
my son t not a bad wit, for an 
eight-year-old | asked the gate- 
man for his money back. 

Dire straits, then - and all 
this just a decade since Neil 
Whmock brought the club into 

the League on a tide of eu- 
phoria. Scarborough were a po- 
tent semi-pro side, a Woking of 


their time, and older fans still 
live off the glory of the non- 
League days. There were three 
Wembley trips in the 70s for FA 
Trophy wins over Wigan, Staf- ! 
ford and Dagenham. Those 1 
old enough to remember tend j 
to regret the transformation 
from big fish in a small box to 
tiddler in danger of being 
thrown off the quayside. 

Of course, seaside towns in 
decline make good copy. The 
papers loved it when Bulgaria, 
billeted in town during Euro 96. 
walked out; cue for much met- 
ropolitan sniggering and a vis- 
it from Nick Hancock, who sat 
on the sand in a deckchair 
with a hanky on his head. 

Despite all this, the football 
club seems lo have acquired a 
bit of buoyancy under the new 
manager, the former Carlisle 
United director of coaching, 
Mick Wadsworth. He immedi- 
ately impressed by seeming to 
know a fiasco when he saw one 
- he released half the squad and 
made a few wise buys, includ- 
ing the old Sunderland stopper. 
Gaiy Bennett. 

Scarborough are now trying 
to play a beautiful game, and 
they deserve some plaudits: it 
takes courage to play it on the 
deck (no pun intended) in the 
teeth of a North Sea gale. 
Crowds are up and, with a 
mid-season dip apparently be- 
hind us. the possibility of a play- 
off place is looming large in our 
consciousness. Even as pro- 
found a sceptic as my son has 
agreed to return, and he’s seen 
high-flying Wigan and eight- 
man Darlington well beaten on 
our home patch. And before 
you ask - yes. it really is called 
the McCain Stadium, but for 
once we seem to have some- 
thing more solid than oven 
chips to build our future on. 


FA Carting ProutterslUp 

P W O t. F 

Man Utri 27 15 9 3 53 ; 

Liverpool 27 IS S i 4&; 

I Newcastle 26 14 6 6 51 : 

Arsenal 28 13 9 6 « : 

Wimbledon 25 12 7 6 37: 

Aston VtHa 27 12 7 8 34 ; 

Chelsea 25 11 9 5 39 : 

Staff Wed 26 9 12 5 31 ; 

Leeds 27 9 6 1222 i 

Everton 26 S 8 1034 : 

To dw ton 26 9 5 1230 : 

Leicester 25 8 6 1129 : 

! Derby 27 6 11 1027 : 

Sunderland 26 7 8 1123 : 

Blackburn 25 6 10 9 26 : 

Coventry 27 6 10 1124 ; 

west Ham 26 6 7 1324 : 

Nottsn Forest _26 5 & 1223 ‘ 
Southampton _25 5 6 1434 • 
MkkSes&rougb 25 5 7 1330 ‘ 

1 Blackburn v Sunderland ... — 

2 Derby v Chelsea 

3 Everton v Arsenal — 


6 Newcastle v Southampton — .— 

7 Sheffield Wed v MidcBesbrough ... 

8 Tottenham v Nottingham fijrest— 

9 Wimbledon v Leicester 


28 Stockport v Rotherham 

29 Watford v Bristol City.! 

30 Wrartiam v Burnley 

31 York v Luton — 


47 Morton vStWng Afcton — 

48 Pam* v AWrte — 

48 St Johnsons v Clydebank — 


Nationwide Footbafl Lutfro 
First Division 

10 Bradford City v Manchester City — 

11 Grtmsby v Bferrsngham 

12 Notwch v Huddersfield ._. — 

13 Oxford Utd v Crystal Palace 

14 Port Vale v Reading 

15 Portsmouth v Sheffield Utd 

16 QPR v Oldham — 

17 Southend v Barnsley 

18 Swindon v Charlton 

19 Wotvis v Ipsvncb 


Third DMsioa 

32 Cartage v Lincoln 

33 Darfington v Brighton 

34 FuBvim v Chester 

35 Hartlepool v Scunthorpe 

36 Hereford v Exeter i. 

37 Hull v Northampton 

38 Layton Orient v Barnet 

39 Mansfield v CambrfdgB 

- Rochdale vfortjuay 


Second DMsIon - - 

- Ayr v Berwick .; 

- Clyde v Queen i of the South- 

- Dumbarton v Brechin':..-:.—; 

- tMn®apn v Harwtan ; 

- StenhouBerruir v Stranraer _ 


Waddle may have 
stage to himself 


— NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 


TtaM Division . .. 

- Arbroath v East Sttrfeig — l, ....... 

- towmess Cetedonterv TWstfo v ASoa 

- Montroea v Ross County 

- Queen's Park v Forfar 


Footballing-cormoisseuis antic- 
ipating an intriguing battle ber. 
tween the First Division's two 
most skilful players could be dis- 


, 4 Leeds v West Ham .... — 

5 Manchester Utd v Coventry 


Seco n d Dfvfsloa 

20 Bournemouth v Shrewsbury 

21 Bristol Rovers v Wafsafl 

22 Crewe v GBri&iam 

23 Miiiwbii v wycombe 

24 Nods County v Brentford 

25 Peterborough v Chesterfield 

26 Plymouth v Blackpool 

27 Eheston v Buy 


Ben’s Scottish Longue 
P ro wle r DMstoa 

40 Aberdeen v Rangers 

41 Cetoc v Hearts 

42 Dundee United v Dunfermline - 

43 htoemian v Motherwell'- 

44 Ralth Rowers v Wfcnamock 


TOMORROW 


BtCarBng Pro — eroM p - 

Aston Vita v Liverpool (4.0) — — 


First Division 

46 East Fife v Dundee - 

46 FaBdilt v St Wrren 


Nationwide FootfcaB Loagae 
First EMvtshm : 

Bolton v West Bonmlch (24X9 .1 


TMnl Dtvtstoa 

' Swansea City* CartSff 'Cfcy ( 12 j 0 ) . 


BSacfcbwn Rovers v Sondertaini 

\zjipM Tas* season: Did not pis/. Last five League match- ii 
es: Blackburn WDLWD. Sunderland WDDLL X&Lr 

McKinlay starts a two-match suspension which could mean a retail for 
Bohinen in Blackburn's midfield. Danish striker Pedersen could make his 
debut Kubicki is set to return to the Sunderland defence after Scott was 
ruled out for the rest of the season because of a tom muscle. 


flfa Newcastle Utd v Soutbamptmi , 

JjljJ} Last season: 1-0. Last five-Leagoe matches: New-, 

castle DOWWW, So u th am pton MflXID. ‘gSy- 

Ferdinand needed 10 stitches in a heed wound during iastweetfs wWat 
Middlesbrough butte fit and, in Shearer’s absence, will piay up ftorrt with 
either Beartsley or Asprilla. Beresfbrd (hamstring} has been ruled out. Fbr : 
the Saints. Monkou has recovered from a calf Injury: 


While the visitors, Bradford. 
City, expect Chris Waddle tb‘ 
play his part, Manchester CitySr 
manager, Frank Clark, has ad- 
mitted that Georgi Kinkladze is 
a major doubt Tbe in^jfirational 
Georgian midfiekler limped, 
out of the FA Cup.defeat at 1 
home to Middlesbrough? fort- 
night ago and has been under 
intensive treatment ever since. 

Gark has yet to be beaten in 
six League games asce he took 
over at Maine Road; but he 
knows that his team arepot the 
only side bauling -against/the 
dropwhosequalitybeliestheir 
lowly position. "BradfonlTiaye \ 
some very good players ^td ; 
Waddle, without a shadow of .; 
a doubt, is an outstanding 


plajer. As fairas-I can teH, they 
are in’a false League position," 
BrddfbncTjf Portuguese strik- 
. et, Sergfo Pinto, is doubtfid with 
a bad: problem, witfle' Jonathan 
Gould is back in goal following 
the sale of Mark Schwarzler td^ 
Middlesbrough. Gty will have 
Mar^i Maigetson m goal 

. -At Grimly, Birmingham 

- City’s beleaguered manager, 
Ihevor FrahcjSrwiU desper- 
ate for hs.side; to avoid a sev- 
'enth sucC^saye defeaL The 
Blyes areWJtitotitthe suspend-" 
ed Paul .Dcyfin, while Anders 
Limpar i^dbdbtful. . 

CharJtoh^s £400,000 signing 
from Ham, Steve Jones, 
nTffg^ die trip to Swindon and 
(xmld^be put for at least a 
mefrth/after injuringhis knee 

- imlast week’s 4-4 draw with 
i®rWich. - Sheffield United’s 

I agoing John EbbreH miss- 

qiTtfie trip to Poit^nonth with 

afodtinjory: 










^ h unt 


Derby County v Chelsea 

Last season: Did not play. Last five Lea&ie match- VSi, 
es: Dettiy DLWDL, Chelsea WLWWD. TCi 

Derby welcome back McGrath after his midweek rest but Stimac Is doubt- 
ful. For Chelsea, Retrescu is out so Johnsen may deputise. Goalkeeper 
Hitchcock is soli not fit after a shoulder injury therefore the Norwegian. 
Grodas, has a further chance to establish himself. 


Sheffield Wed v Middlesbrough 

\r Last seas on: 0-1- Last five League match e s, stiw*. WES 
fletd Wednesday LWDDW, Mtddtesbrough LIWDL. 
stefanovic loses his place to Walker m Wsdnesda/s defence. Wret and 


Burns rallies his troops 


Hyde may both start Junlnho returns for Mkkfiesbrough after playing 45 
minutes for BraztT against Poland on Wednesday. Central defenders Vick- 
ere arte Whyte are 


SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 


Binst Poland on Wednesday. Central detenders 1 
: again. . 


I .-.-i Everton v Arsenal 

.1 ■; ;» Last season: 0-2. Last five League ma tch e s: Ever- 
; ton LLLWD. Arsenal WDDLL **-* 

Everton hope ro have Parkinson back in midfield. Mereon and Bould have 


L Dottanhan Hotspur v Notfan Forest - ■A ? 

^ Last season: O-J. Last Bve League ma tches: Ttet- . .-HS . - 
tenham LWLDL, ftettiagham Forest VWWLD. '■ 

Shenn^iam is ruled out again so Spurs may caK up fax, Bnked with a- 


joined the Arsenal casualty let but Platt is expected to return after a lengthy £3m move to Forest Crossley is suspended so Forest haverecaUadWotth- 
lay-off. Mereon has strained an abdominal muscle while Bould has a rib | em Ireland goalkeeper Wfitfitfrom his loan spell at Manchester Cky; white 


injury. Seaman and Adams are soil out. 


Bart -Williams is out with a knee Injury. 


© Leeds United v West Ham United BS 

Last season: 2-0. Last five League matches: Leeds -^5*. 
WDDLW. West Ham tlilW. ~^Z'- 

Ke8y starts a timo-match ban for Leeds whie Donga s doubtfiJ with a tweaked 
hamstring. Jackson is available again after missing one game through ill- 
ness. The Hammers' defender Bilic returns from a two- match suspension 
but Hartson is now banned, so Dowie is likely to partner Kftaon up front 


Wimbledon v Leicester CKy 

*>r ?j Last season: Old not play. Last five League match- 
‘•V ess WimMedon LLDWD. Leicester LMfDUML 
Jones, whose goal beat Arsenal last week, and Leonhartteeh are both mtee^ 
ing from the Dons' midfield.. Win^r Guppy makes h» Premiership debut . 
for Leicester after completing hts £850.000 move from Port Vtete. Refer 
is on World Cup duty with the United States so Poote rgtums in goal. • ■ -j 


Celtic's manag^fommy Bums,' 
has instructed his [riayera to for- 
get about theforthcoming Ten- 
neats Scottish -‘Cup tie with- 
Rangers arid ccrecetrtrate _on 
p icking up three points a gainst 
Hearts at Parkhead today. : 'J 

Rangers lead the Premier’ 
Division by seven points -and 
Celtic will be desperate for Ab- 
erdeen to avoid defeat against 
tbe champions at PiLtodne. 

Bums, who is likely fobrmg 
in the Italian defendetyEn rico 


-Paul Gascoigne's Jihklempiry 

L looks tike keeping him oot o^f r 
^^.RaItg^.crijcIal-I^guB'and ' 
Cm double-headter- against 
Celtic. He is due' to ^ve his - 
plasterrtaricivedonMcaidaybtit 
, will not bebadc beforeL&e Cup 
lie on Thursday or. the -League 
match, also at Parkhead,on 16 
. March. The Ibrox tide win be 
without Derek Melnnesdt Ab- 
erdeen today. 

Rty ^^Aitken, the Aberdeen 
•. manager) wants a bigjgmrove- 
. menton last week’s de?eat at 
-'Ihntiermlme^ "Iheiarofication, 
attitude and deare cotddfee bet-^ 


- i: . 
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went barking mad, but the referee allowed the goal; 
there is nothing in the FA rulebook about the intervention of dogs 


As Leicester discovered on Wjdoes- 
day night, anybody can make a 
mistake- although that is little con- 
solation when you are Three minutes 
from a penalty shoot-out and the 
possibility of qualifying for The -EA 
Cupfluarter-finafe, and that ‘.‘any- 
body is the match referee. 

And what is so frustrating is that 
the referee, like the customer, is air- 
ways right - even when be is wrong.; 
I mean, bow often have you. heard 
a referee admitting he cocked np^ 
Exactfy. it is as rare as an East Fife ’ 
win to hear an offioahadiriit, aslau 
Barrett once did to the former' 
CtystaJ Palace manager, Alan Smith; : 
“I’m having a crap game and noth- 
ing you say wfl] change it.” 

Even more worrjingjy, referees 
often reveal totally different prior- 
ities to the rest of os, as David EUer- 

ay proved last year when he said; “I 
do like Selhurst Park. There's a 
Sainsbury next to the ground where 


I can do the weekend shopping." scored by a dog against N< 
- So .while MikeReed’s mistake in Town in the Staffordshire 


ter for afoul that letevskra revealed 
a& a dive has inevitably raised the 
clamour for the introduction of 
video evidence,' his is simply the Inf- 
est m a long tine of pzkrecs balls- 


as aslopiag pitch. 

Who could ever foqget the ap- 
palling decisions that yesulled In- 
Maradona’s infamous “hand of 
.<3o<r goal; JEtorriKTKbenraxi getting 
■off; ' scot-frec to end. England's 
hopes of qualifying for . USA V4 
(andG^dtam Thytar’s England ca- 
reer JiJeflAstle denying Leeds the 
1971 championship; Harald Schu— 
macSer^-uopunished assault on 
Patrick Battiston at the 19S2 World 
Chip in Spain; and the Romanian 
goal that never was in Euro V6? 

But far more bizarre - if admit- 
tedly less significant - was the goal 


scored by a dog against Newcastle 
Town in the Staffordshire Sunday 
Cup in November 1985. Stoke ride 
Knave of Chibs were 2-0 down 
' when one of their players hopelessly 
ntiscued his shatfrom 15 yards out 
- whereupon a dog ran on to the 
field andshowed Duncan Ferguson- 
like prowess id rising to head the bait 
Into the net. Newcastle justifiably 
went barking mad, but the referee 
allowed the goat apparently there 
is nothing in the IA rulebook about 
The intervention of dogs. 

. There are rules, however, -about 
the intervention by refereeor lines- 
man. So when the referee inadver- 
tently deflected the baHhrtO the net 
riuring a crucial 1968 match between 
Bartow and Plymouth ArgyJe, the., 
goal stood, sending Barrow to the 
top of the Third Division (although 
the goal was later credited to a 
Barrow striker to save the referee's 


Olivia Blair 



ON SATURDAY 


But nothing could save the em- 
barrassment of David Allison who, 
in 1985, booked Southampton's Dan- 
ny TCdJaoe for a foul that was actu- 
ally committed by Jimmy Case, and 
then compounded his crime by send- 
ing Wallace off for a second' book- 
able offence. Allison should never 
have made the mistake in the first 


place considering Case was 5fi 9in. 
12sl and white while Wallace was 5fi 
4jn, nine-and-a-half stone and Mack. 

The Danish referee Henning 
Eriks trap was not even looking 
when he disallowed a goal in a game 
between Noerager and Ebeltoft in 
1960. Noerager were 4-3 up when 
Eritearup’s false teeth fell out as he 
prepared to blow the final whistle. 
As be bem down to pick them up 
Ebeltoft equalised. Erikstrup disal- 
lowed the goal; he argued that 
while he had not actually blown, the 
90 minutes were up and he '‘had to 
get my teeth hack before some 
player put his big foot on them". 

Then there was the referee who 
booked a mute player for foul and 
abusive language... and a certain Mr 
Kirkham who, having armed 45 
minutes late to referee a game be- 
tween Derby and Sunderland in 
1894, took the law into his own 
hands and ordered it to be restart- 


ed. Derby, who had been 3-0 up at 
die time, scored three more goals 
only for Sunderland to hit five in 
what was literally a game of three 

^MrWP Harper was doggedly un- 
repentant when the official allowed 
a Newcastle goal to stand apinsi Ar- 
senal in the 1932 FA Cup final. even 
though the ball had dearly gone out 
of plav en route to goal. "It was a 
aoaL. as God is my judge. I was eight 
yards away.” he d aimed. Stills from 
British Movietone News show that the 
ball was definitely out and that 
Haiper was 20 yards away. It was 
scant consolation to Arsenal: the 
record shows they missed out on the 
Double that year. 



O - - 

V4 fhantre to the Swiss referee Kun 
Rd tbUsb eiger. who failed to award ei- 
ther a penalty or send off the Ger- 
man defender Thomas Helmer for 


bringing dewn Josp Weber in the 76th 
minute of their group match, with 
Germany leading 3-1 Rovhlisberger 
admitted his mistake on the hack of 
video evidence and was discarded by 
Fife since he was "nearing retirement 
age anyway” - which "must have 
made the Belgians wonder what be 
was doing there in the first place. 

So Mike Reed is by no means the 
only guilty party. Bui just a word of 
warning to those who favour video 
evidence as a means of judging such 
decisions. After the Corinthian 
ptayeT Edmundo was sent off for 
striking a Santos defender during 
Brazil's 1995-96 season, bungling 
club officials brought the wrong tape 
to the subsequent hearing, forcing 
the disciplinary comm it fee to sit 
through 30 minutes of The Adven- 
tures of Scooby Doo. 

Which just goes to show that ref- 
erees are not the only ones who can 
makes a dog's dinner of things. 


W 


A 



return to 
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NICHOLAS HARUNG 

Steve Coppell, who looked and 
sounded a broken man when he 
walked out of Manchester City 

tereti^ he fray of facrtbaU man- 
agement yesterday with Crystal 
Palace for the second time. 

The pressures that Coppell 
had said were the reason he had 
left the Maine Road hot seat af- 
ter just 33 days seemed to be far 
from his mind, judging by his re- 
laxed countenance at Selhurst 
Park when he was named as 
Dave Bassett's successor at 
Palace for the second time in 13 
years. He has taken the job in 
a caretaker capacity until the 
end of the season. Ray Lew- 
ingion will stay as first team 
coach and will pick the side for 
today's game at Oxford United 
While expectations may be 
slightly lower at Palace than at 
Manchester City, CoppeD ‘did 
not give that as the reason why 
he was prepared to return to 
management. In announcing 
his departure from Maine Read 
in November “on medical 
grounds", Coppell had said: “I 
have suffered for some time 
from the huge pressure I have 
imposed on myself. Since my ap- 
pointment this has completely 
overwhelmed me to such an ex- 
tent that 1 can’t function in the 
job in the way I would like to.” 

Yesterday Coppell refused to 
talk about his time at City, say- 
ing only: “It’s over, done with, 
finished. I was in a footballing 
wilderness after that, but now 
IVegqt the opportunity to gel 
my teeth into something." 

The comments of Ron Noad- 
es, the Palace chairman, pro- 
vided further confusion. 
Although it was Coppell him- 
self who had announced to the 
world that he was leaving City 
because of “the hngepressure , 
Noadcs insisted: “The sitna- 
,H Uon at Maine Road was all pa- 
per talk. Steve never got the 
chance to defend himself 
j against the allegations of pres* 

'■ sure and Manchester City mas- 
saged the situation to satisfy 
their supporters. I don't think 


his departure, was down to iD- 
heaJtb, l think that is just some- 
thing Manchester Gtyput out” 

Francis ' Lee, the City chair- 
man, was dearly taken aoadc by 
yesterday’s news. T have to say 
that Z am surprised, but we at ' 
Manchester City wtshhim all 
the best,' 1 be sauL. 

Back at Selhurst Park, Cop- 
pell said: “T know the players 

here, the suppoitetstmd the per- 
sonnel I fed comfortable here.” 

Coppell had already been 
doing some scouting work for 
Palace in recent weeks and this 
is his third appointment try the 
dub. Noades employed Mm feu 
the first time in 1984 following 
Bassett’s about-turn three days 
after leaving Wimbledon. Hav- 
ing resigned following Palace’s 
relegation from the Premiership 
in 1993, Coppell returned as 
technical director two years lat- 
er before leaving for Manches- 
ter City last October. ; . 

When Bassett's latest reign 
- ended on Thursday with his de- 
cision to join Nottingham Fbr- 
est as general manager, Noades 
decided “after a few jars with 
Ray Lewington” that Coppell 
was the man to keep them on the 
Fust Division promotion trail 

“The first sax years of his pre- 
vfous stay was the most successful 
period m the club's history,” 
Noades explained. During that 
time Palace woo promotion in 
3 989, came within seven minutes 
of winning the FA Cup the fol- 
lowing season and then finished 
third in the old Fust Division an- 
other year latex. 

“From the team’s point of 
view it means a. fresh person 
coming in with least disruption,” 
Coppell said. “Dave has done 
a great job in setting the dub up 
and were iq a position of great 
potential with 14 games to go. 
Tm looking forward to those re- 
maining games andl will do my 
very best to get the dub into the 
Premier League.” 

He has no immediate plans 
for delving into the transfer 
market before the deadline.. 
“There are exciting players here 
with great potential,- he ex- 
plained. “Its a young squad 
with stability, good balance and 
good strengths." 



Boo -Noades, the Palace chairman, welc o m e his new manager Steve CoppeH (left) yesterday Photograph: Rebecca Naden/PA 
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How the Independent bro ke the news yesterday 

Jets hunt for first trophy 

for the final basket of the game. 

Burton, who was once assis- 
tant with the England team 
under the London coach, Kevin 
Cadle, said; “Well just play 
them hard like we’ve done in lie 


•V Mike Burton, the Chester Jets 
t : i- coaefehopes his players will take 
r V'V. at least a four point lead into the 
ff. • final mimne of tomorrow’s 7-Up 
, League Trophy final, when they 
* -~y 4 bid for the fast title in the club's 
* histoiy against the London Tow- 

... Cis, the holders, at Birmingham's 
NEC, writes Richard Taylor. 

: ’• The Jets' have lost the last 

two out of three Bndweiser 
- League meeting against the 
Havens thisseasoo, but only af- 
ter London hiz a tbree-poiker 


of itself.” , . . 

Cadle expects neutrals m the 
crowd to back Chester, but 
lieves his team's away games in 
the European Cup have pre- 
pared them. “Every European 
gam e was like a cup final so 
we’ve been in this situation al- 
ready this season," he said. 


Rusedski still out injured 


Rmnfs 

- Greg Rusedski »st31 suffering 
-with a wrist injury and has 
^ pulled ant of the ATP Thar 
event in Rotterdam nod week.. 

Rusedski, tire British No 2, 
was injured playing FeteSam- 
. pras in the final of tile San Jose 
tournament two weeks ago. He 


had 10 pull out of Memphis, 
which followed San Jose, but 
came hack in the Philadelphia 
tournament this week, losing 
64, 6-2 to Thomas Johansson 
Of Sweden in the first round. 


ski is still in pain and feels it is 
futile to play in Rotterdam and 
risk aggravating the injury- 


Guppy back 
with O’Neill 
at Leicester 

Port V&te’s talented wit^^r, Steve 
Guppy, yesterday signed foe 
Leicester Oty in a £850,000 
move, writes Abut Nixon. The 
deal could rise to £lm depend- 
ing upon appearances. 

?ne 27-yearold joined Fort 
'Nfale.from Newcastle United in 
November 1994 for £225,000 
and began his League career 
playing for the Leicester City 
manager, Martin O’Neil], at 
Wycombe • 

Mike Reed, the referee at the 
centre of the penally controver- 
sy which ended Leicester’s EA 
Cup hopes, has revealed he was 
confronted by furious fans after 
the 3-0 defeat by Chelsea. • 
Reed, 45, was trapped in his 
car after the match at Stamford 
Bridge, which was decided by 
Reed's extratime penalty award. 
He said fans abused turn and 
thumped his car at traffic lights 
near the grovmdL 
Tbe former Aston Wla strik- 
er Dalian Atkinson has-been 
training with Manchester Gty but 
might have to return to his Ttak- 
isfa dub, Ftenerbahce. 

GoaJkeeperswfll find their job 
specifications altered if certain 
rule changes are approved in 
Belfast by the International 
Board today. The most likely 
changes are allowing tbe keep- 
er to move on his line for penal- 
ties, and extending tbe pass-back 
rule to include throw-ms. 
Newcastle flotation, page 23 


Basketball . 

Wfc OMBtonfl raowagp 7ft LAlafcBB 122 
VIHKn^en 307; Mnwsm U07 Dabs IQBfafc 
CMriEtr 106 Heunn tet Unh ueiw» U* 


Pearce on the prowl 


Stuart Pearce should be a hap- 
py man today. Nottingham For- 
est's caretaker player-manager 
has made it dear that he does 
not welcome tire media atten- 
tion which his new role has 
brought, but the cameras at this 
afternoon’s Premiership match 
against Tottenham Hotspur are 
likely to be directed elsewhere. 

After a week of dramatic 
change’ at FOrest, much of the 
attention at White Hart Lane 
will be focused on Dave Bassett, 
the dub's new genera] manag- 
er, and Irving Scholar, who is 
one of the key figures behind the 
consortium which won control 
of Forest this week. 


Londoners returning to the cap- 
ital, but nobody la die Forest 
camp will feel more at home to- 
day than Scholar, who was Tot- 
tenham's chairman nn^l he was 
replaced by Alan Sugar six years 
ago. Scholar, a Tottenham fan 
since his schooldays, once said 
that he loved the dub “as much 
as anyone in my own family''. 

Scholar agrees that “it wtU be 
very strange” to be sunportaig the 
visitors today and added: “The 
last match I was involved in was 
the 1991 CUp final, when Tbt- 
tenham beat Nottingham Forest, 
and that my first match back will 
be at Tbttenham is, I have to ad- 
mit. a Gtlie bit spooky." 

Both teams will be desperate 
for points. Forest have under- 
re a spirited revival under 
i but are still in one of the 


Mark Pierson 

on a weekend of 
fevered pursuit of 
Premiership points 

relegation positions, while Tot- 
tenham have won only one of 
their last seven matches. “We 
must start picking up points 
again or we’ll be looking over 
our shoulders,” Gerry Francis, 
the Tbttenham manager, said. 

Tottenham’s cause was not 
helped by tbe news that Teddy 
Shermgbam aggravated his an- 
kle injury when making a scor- 
ing return at West Ham on 
Monday, and is definitely out of 
today's game. Having last only 
once at Tbttenham in the past sx 
years. Rarest wiD see today as a 
chance to pull dear of the two 
teams below them, Middles- 
brough and Southampton, who 
face difficult away matches 
against Sheffield Wednesday and 
Newcastle United respectively. 

The two teams above Forest 
also travel. West Ham going to 
Leeds and Gordon Strachan 
taking Coventry to visit Man- 
chester United, one of his for- 
mer clubs. Victory will put 
United, the Premiership lead- 
ers, four points dear of second- 
placed Liverpool, who travel 
tomorrow to Aston Villa. New- 
castle, meanwhile, can move to 
within two points of Liverpool 
if they overcome the loss of the 
injured Alan Shearer and beat 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Bowls 

IWMOfS AttrENOLAMD MDOfA CHAMP- 
tOKSHPS (VM0 Fbnre ctawpfcmrfiip. fet 
ram* Kfoa Gb«» Re« 0 Anwa W Pm*e 
Arthur fl. $»n) 24-18: Chow* iS Uuafl bt 

WBhri 0 Thomas) 


aubUiwa biiya Green (SBfaonifiskQ 22-18; 
SntairCBTWKr ’ ‘ 


rfttjMfcr0lttaon>2«B: 




I5AGOMMI 

(Oft of By) 21-16: C 
_rBttinSi«921.10c 
Lowurri BT K SOnley 


Criekat 

Enffland wS be visiting Sharjah in the 
Unhed Arab EmBares this December to 
take usn: in a four-nation tournament 
against India, FhMstan and the Wssi In- 
dies. The event starts on 11 Decem- 
ba; wm me final asWng p»ce on is 
December. The tournament s seen as 
an important part of the overall prepa- 
ration of the Engand team prior to their 
tour of West indies, 

RH> snaPEcup (FMdw ertsw) tomm 

DmMw wwwnl b)Bni»ia£*UBMur- 
my was Wrtflafl and TofagO 91 for 1. 
GcorcctawK Guyana v Barbados (no play - 
ah J. 

•EHOUMO TOUR ITTNERtftY (West MH 


SSMeTSSw; 

flfcnhanwmn) 21-15. 

Boxing 

1 y« purse offer deaflSne fa 1 IfiWKW 
Lewis’s manctawiy Wotfo Boxfog Ooun- 
cU utle defence Mainst tendon's Bon- 
da-based Henty fttfnwande tes been 
broutfrt tawatf fraffl 9 April to 17 
March. The changs «ss made at the 
request Of lewises British piWWtBr, 
Panos Biades, to speed up the stag- 
ing of the agn, 

November Ntsiw^a. the woifo-ra^ 
Soum African featherwe^foi^rrt for 
the foai six rounds wttioriy one hand 

v«twday but still scored a unanimous 
10 -tound points dscisfon owr the 
Meocan Antonio Hernandez. Ntshw©- 

. r. ■ 


Four-day match (MObH and 


I; 13-17 


rounds Of the Hfimafora* hoAaid me 
forced to fe^r on his left jab for the re- 
mainder of toe bout 


Me SECOND TEST (TiWdad and TobjjSV, 21- 
23 Me Tt»»d« mmJi iGuyma}; 27 Feb- 
a Mr. TWO TEST (Guyana); T -8 ter 

TtncHttr maw flweW:?” 6 JSE 

RMUH TEST ttobaaos); 2044 
TEST vntoati; xt tet V Vtaft ChancMofs n 
(Barbados) (One day); 29 Mwf^st oniMfty 
tuBfnafwnal/QBrtWdos); 

Oay iraarafiOfOl t» Luoa); A Ape TNrt ore* 
d» ntemabonal (St wneeno: 8 Ape Fourth 
w^day WHTwnonaltSl WncentJ; SAprWtft 
ona^ey tr&mmrOI (Twidad and Tct«e». 

Drugs in sport 

A dopi ng comml emen et the Russan 
Olympic Committee tost an eye when 
he was sewraly hasten in an attack iw 
^dOea&xs said could be linked to his 
smJ^ri«swofk.VUnV0(Wln has partial 
anvwsa after the WSOenton a Moscow 
soert. Coflesias said Vdowfo had dop- 
ing samples Mtft film when he was at- 


Etpnstriairisn 

HUBS VOUTD WOALD CUB MEX3UK (Wave 
OmnUport* <* n mgft: ftte dat ITra»>fr 1 
Mum. RurtontH Goowwn. W) dear 2932^2 
WrubI VBm VHM U WottW. GB) Mar 30.68: 
a AjMa ou Urns IP Detmm. fn aesr 32J2. 

Footbafl 

Jimmy Hficnofl. who was dismissed es 
manner of M**eQ eariter this year and 

was sem off on his debut for Bath City 
last weekend, has rejoined Rauh Rovers 
as assistant manager. 

The experienced centre-forward Gary 
Bennett. 33, has roomed Wrexham for 
£100,000 from Preston. 
Thehighiy4StedVVestH8miBfinagylre 
HodBSS tes Joined l«mn ftienton loan. 
The midfielder also had a spell at Bf- 
eter eadter this season. 

The Dui^tman Rinus Israel has s^ned 
a contract to coach Ghana until the 
1998 Wonl Cup. He won 47 caps for 
raNaheriaxteandwasfnFeysnoorc^ 
1970 European Cup- wfcwtg side. 


iKXNSnpUb IM WVW MeAidM VotK m 
SWJJWS Dry ifloaooCD. Awfy Ctx* iae»t?oa- 
al Smseo m Portsmoum: Mick Moray limi- 
fekteri aunam » snertrtJ UaJ: ooa*tojp»0H 

(deteMrt StteOeu Utf to CWham. 

LOAIfc snarl EWM IdfttrtJef) !4o«Cflsar Dm 
tOhWCdy. 

nCMUNOl 

KtitSMu Draw v SOMfsmPtort; 
OeslKMi v BWMaJin (due m Bl Op oey. 

jtM^nettMxVWUUrU^ 

8 Aor Draw v SouthampMiS SwOb« Wwes- 
(WToaenham; WmCWon v Asaan Vdia. Wotf 
SBAfeNemaile^Owlsaa. 

Doff 

DU8A1 PB8EBT OAS gc loeafog oy ilfr 

rwnd ccow ^ ^ M eolera otoMdie 134 


Southampton. 

Yesterday. Kenny Dalglish 
shrugged off the absence of 
Shearer, who had his third 
groin operation inside a year 
this week. "Injuries and sus- 
pensions are part and parcel of 
the game," Dalglish said, "and 
Alan's misfortune will be some- 
one else's good fortune.” 

The championship is in dan- 
ger of becoming a three-horse 
race as Arsenal struggle to re- 
cover their form of last autumn. 
Arsene Wengers team face a 
tricky match at Everton, al- 
though they may welcome a 
match away from Highbury af- 
ter three successive home defeats. 

Wimbledon, still going strong 
on three fronts, wm hope to 
strengthen their challenge for a 
Uefa Cup place when the}' en- 
tertain Leicester. Joe Kinaear, 
the Wimbledon manager, said 
yesterday that money was avail- 
able to strengthen his squad, and 
becuase of injuries and suspen- 
sions he intended to do so. 

Leicester and last year's two 
other dubs promoted from the 
First Division. Derby and Sun- 
derland, have all performed 
above most observers’ expecta- 
tions this season, but none of the 
trio, who occupy 12th, 15th and 
14th places in the table, are safe. 

Derby face a difficult match to- 
day at home to their fellow FA 
Crip quarter-finalists. Chelsea, 
while Sunderland play away to 
the team immediately beneath 
them in the table, Blackburn. 


O HQRKtBl (Set 65 69. 138 S Unfisr iQen OB 
7ft I Woosnare 69 67. 137 C Mertgart'ene 6S 
72: R Bum 68 69. 338 P HWirngHW 66 7T: 
R Cten 1 Ansi to 68 . 130 C (tooca flu 70 69: 
fl ttjcom © 7Q; K BrteKn (Wi 68 71: R Cotes 
69 70: G NormjfHAuw T 1 68 : M A Maiui ISpl 
ro&fcRMaftsaengfttauSS 7X. MOftCruc-* 
man 68 71; P Mc&r*» 69 71; J Smgi nnm 
G9 71: M MaOwiM 69 ?L WIT Go»te 'G£l 
69 rz: fl (Ausi ee 73; D CMP* i2 foS 
W VtBSro ISA, 72 69: M HMfcerfi iS«l 6£ 73; 
D Howl 69 72: M Jam 66 75. 142 I Oar- 
tan 71 71:P-UWi4ns5cn'Srtrfi9 73:JU«i 
He VeVe ifrt 67 75: D Gutart 63 73; P Ownv 
moral 71 71: 0 SodatWn 71 71: PWa«OP 73 
70. Chang tte-ptng (Tha» 70 72.143PBa*- 
w ©9 74: fHfi* ® 74; E Da»Cy 66 77: j Co- 
cw UVfi 70 73: D Offlhe 73 70: J « OUaaM 
rSoi 69 itr. 6 UW 73 71:1 Hainan fSw»:i 
72 71; M 7mnt3fi 70 73; P Pn» 70 73; P 
Mrtcieu 70 73. 

Hockey 

Justin PmJcoc*, Canrack's 2S-year-old 
midfield player, has oeen brought info 
the England squad for The trio to Pak- 
istan fofcmvgthe wrtfxirawai nf Ian Mor- 
rison. PhJcoc* wifi he making ms 
mmationat debut 

UMje4^70W?HU®^(ft»iranacJc^^ 
0 Scotland Sc Fiance 3 Ireland 2. 

Ice hockey 

Iftt: Bcstan 6 7an$e Bay Z toori 4 1 
3U FtoinJa 3 St Hus 3 to; New Wwy 4 1 
lab U Baas 6 Ctfowfo 2; iwumr fi 
PMra» 2; U6 Ansetes 6 Edmonton 3. 

Rugby Union 

5UPSM2 MATCH tPte rasM B NOfth. NZ): 

WMBB3 C7»aft 23 Hgmea«s Ifl. 

wtrasouuoteacspSawiia.HM<e^ 

21-23 Ittniv rum lUxtX,. Ga*» frsinxai. 
CM rate iSnareea). Hmtoy tCanMD. DauMra 
iCaRtffi. BMawPB Ifichnwft. Iparfim. 


Comeback 
on course 
for Olazabal 


Go«f 


ANDV FARRELL 
reports from Dubai 

Ever since the Ryder Cup qual- 
ifting process started in Sep- 
tember. it has been difficult to 
evaluate the largely academic 
question of whether Seve 
Ballesteros or Jose Maria Olaz- 
abalwas more likelv to make the 
European team this year. Two 
days into Olazabal 's comeback 
after IS month s absence due to 
a fool injury and it is fairly dear. 

Despite a triple-bogey eight 
at the 18th (it was that sort of 
day - there were six eights and 
two nines), Olazabal shot a 74 
in the second round of the 
Dubai Desert Classic to be one 
under par. Ballesteros shot an 
84 to be 15 shots worse. Oily wiD 
be here for the weekend; Seve 
wiD not. 

Being in the middle of the 
desert, tbe Emirates course is 
somewhat exposed when a 
strong wind blows and any- 
thing under par yesterday was 
a fine effort. 

Olazabal. in his first tourna- 
ment since September '95. 
would have achieved that with 
a par at the 18th. Having start- 
ed at the 10th, he was five un- 
der when he pulled his drive at 
the par-five and took two more 
to get back to the fairway. 

Then he faced a 130-yard 
shot over the water to the green 
but did not make iL "I tried a 
punchy seven-iron but it flew 
above the tents and the wind 
took iL” Olazabal said. 

“Apart from that hole, it was 
a good round. 1 will ask the 
sponsors to let me play 17 holes 
tomorrow because it felt like 19 
today, but 1 am just happy to be 
playing on the weekend.” 


Thai success is in contrast to 
his countryman, who has failed 
to make the cut for the third 
time io three attempts this year. 
Seve s eventful round comained 
one hirdie. nine bogeys and 
two doubJe-bogeys. “It s got to 
be killing him, - Greg Norman 
said. The world No 1 once 
faced himself in the mirror 
when the victories dried up in 
the early 1990s. but says what the 
Spaniard is suffering is worse. 

“I would be thinking about 
walking away if 1 was shooting 
84s," Norman said. “You bleed 
for Seve and for Ian Baker- 
Finch. Seve is an inspiration to 
be around. He sliU has that 
aura, even for me. Certain indi- 
viduals have iL like Nelson Man- 
dela, George Bush and Bill 
Clinton.” 

Norman showed his dassyes- 
terday with birdies at the two 
hardest holes on the course, the 
434-yard uphill eighth and tbe 
463-yard ninth, both playing 
against the wind. The Aus- 
tralian’s 68 was only one outside 
Ian Woosnam’s best round of the 
day that took the Wslshman into 
joint second with cite broomhan- 
dle-wielding Bernhard Langer. 

They were both two shots be- 
hind Spain's Domingo Hospi- 
tal. While his co-leader 
ovemighu Cotin Montgomerie, 
played better but stayed at sev- 
en under. Hospital played 
worse and got to 10 under with 
a 69. An occasional commercial 
pilot, the secret to Hospital's 
success has been to leave the 
driver given to him by Balles- 
teros at home, and put the put- 
ter given to him by Olazabal in 
his hag. The result has been 28 
and 27 puns on the first two days 
and tbe chance lo fly into 
uncharted airspace over the 
weekend. 


Easy Oars soars 


Sailing 


Tony Buckingham's 40ft Easy 
Oars Jed the celebrations for the 
British trio of 1997 Admiral's 
Cup boats as they put in another 
set of solid performances at the 
SORC regatta in Miami, writes 
Stuart Alexander. 

Despite gear failure in the 
third race of a five-day series, 
the Olympic helmsman Andy 
Beadsworth took Easy Oars, the 
former American team yacht 
Pigs in Space, to a dose-fought 
third race and then led from 
start to finish in the fourth. 

Also enjoying the breezy, 18 


Skiing 

Varvara ZafonsXaya. of Russia, won her 
second Wtorid Cup downhill m a month 
yesterday on the course fty next year’s 
Nagano Olympics wtuch sHjhS com- 
plained resembled a super-G piste. Ze- 
lenskaya sped down me bumpy, 
hard-packed 2.656- metre track in 
lmin 35.59ssc to collect her third ca- 
reer World Cup Downhill victory. 

AITOE WORLD CUP ptakuba. MpanfWemmt 

dawnUK IV remstejB iftuti 1 mm 35 
a h ones-. iuSi ii3C.0l: 3 c Unas 'fsl-iS.ttJ; 
* P MMxyg iS*m Ufi P9; 5 » SeC’nger -0/p) 
L3631: 6 H iSraai 1:36.36: 7 n 

Gc*ucN i Ami V-36.56: 8 F MeavKlo iff : 
1:36.89; 0 1 Howe HU 1 -JOBD; ID 4 m*ss- 
nfcm lAuU 1:36 92. I mhfwwift Natans 
Cop sUMUtes l tommy 340&cts: 2 Austria 
2,725. 3 ray ZSM;4 SMCseibM 3^337; B 5a» 
dBn 5,058. imlng wraat Nttfem Cup stand- 
(age: 1 Austro 9J3J pn, 2 Iia*> 5.502; a 
SwtsrtaxJ 4.742: 4 Franc* 4,0X7: 8 Ge irony 
3.54J . 

Snooker 

EUROPEAN OHN (UHta) QuortaMtanfc J Wnt 
tani nhaii bt S H&vky (Scot 5-2. 

Squash 

Ybdshire's Simon Parke will be seed- 
ed for the first time to reach the semi- 
finals of nexl month's British Open in 
Cardiff after promotion to a career-best 
Mo 4 on the new worid ranking fist. 
LEAOtM WSWU RMMM 68 ; iiaftttafnwi 
Wl. 2 B Eyies iausk S P Maol ISeoi; « S Porke 
iCngK E C watt! (Emu; « J Pw*f iCani: 7 A 
Barada Itfi; 8 9 MaiW lAus): B D Hams [Engl. 

Swimming 

OTTISH CUB TEAM CWMPI0H5W6 (Stoa*. 
prat) mtacw ton: HEW: BOW <r— ttyActM 

foaer (Bom u»w 22 J9s«s 2 M nbtxm (Hal- 


to 22-knot winds was the crew 
of Tim Barrett's Muram 36. 
Bradaraaatc. With the 1990 
Olympic silvermedallists. John 
Merricks and fan Walker, sieer- 
ing and calling tactics, aided by 
1992 the 470 Olympian Andy 
Hemmings trimming sails, they 
showed good downwind speed 
to take two second places. 

Completing Lhe picture. Gra- 
ham Walker's 45ft Indulgence 
made up for a fifth place tn the 
third race, when caught by a 
shift in wind direction, with a 
well-earned third in the fourth. 

The 14 yachts in the BT Chal- 
lenge begin the fourth leg Crum 
Sydney to Cape Town tomorrow. 


fen n 23.31: 3 M Oavm 23.~0 

1500m tranqlte 1 PPo*t« 3 re.nr. U*<> 
10.96&ec; 2 1 Wtom ii£<rt.i lf..S 70. 3 G wua- 
son iPtnsmo (Ah iJsrtMee.' 1S36 IDO* 

h»ctam*»: nrhifv ISjtfonli 57j“iir 2? Mi. 
DS (PorwroirtT. Norreea. 58.1^ 3 K Gantfron 

!0mp Attrar) 5R33 Ute butterfly: 1 1 

man iSroMxn Mwo. 53.07: 2 ACnywi Orttki 
54 ^S: 3 M Fbsti* iBafti unirt 55 M. Ton loom 
« iw ani : 1 Bam Unr^eran 1 3406: 2 Lreth 3216. 
3 LDUritorauffi StUlt+M S95e. WOMEN: soul 
fraanjte 1 5 Pottm iffcattaatoi 25 2 C 

Ot»ir% i&Min&eu 26. W.: 3 M M.irv.j' 1 
fportanoulh Nwrre«ii ?7; tioostyto: 
l V HfeTbtf ISWcWrt I,B*I 4:14 67- 2 £ l-itf 
ff) ihtneos: W 4:1 9 83. 3 5 IteJW fPen'mcum 
Mortht*ai C2L76; 100m heaMstwAe: LS 
BrziAnsdon iC<w»rtf.. . 111.70: 2 K fii-e* 
tPcnsncum nmteeai j. 13. 1 7 3 l mraw 
iiwy L 12 .W: 200m bunrafer. I M Pedoet 
iPwtsmouin Nntiw 2: 13 3?.. 2 c fo<x 'Yo* . 
2-17AB-. 3 JH&*n U*<t '2:iaJ5. Top taraa 
1 Pwrsmtvih Mntuca 327ft 2 LcoJS 3067. 
3 CownOY 3077 Oven* top team: 1 Lents. 
6353: 2 ftjnawjum itti/wa 3 s tot*- 
pon Metro 5995. 


Tamils 

Jim C ouner, the defending champion, 
went our of lhe AP/anta Championships 
m Rtibdefohia yesenlay after bemg beat- 
en by Grant Stafford, of South Africa. 
6-3. 5-7, 6-2; but Pete Sampras, the 
top seen, survived tvs sactra- round chal- 
lenge agpmst loros ^Orfonan. of Swe- 
den. 7-6. 7-6. 

LTA uses INDOOR SATEUPE MASTERS 
ICrt^tan) Ftofc J Deipdo iGB> M M Stool*sl 
iSfeel 2-6 6-3 6-3. 

WOMEN'S CHALLENGES (BWtwy) Singles, 
qaanjwvfloakcRSiJPdulftxn'WOUigrufU"’/ 
l* M D CNaflWwa It; Ftejn N V Cwijjj 
(H um 6-2 6-«. 

ADVANTA CHAMPKWSHtPS TOURNAMENT 
(PMUtefeMoI 8irttP««. <wui raun± P Sam- 
mbs ruSV w J feoMran iS**i 7-5 7-6; G S&Jnra 
bU Coorer iUS) 6-3 5-7 6-2: B Baa- Cm- 
ta TWWaimltP r«UM 6-2 &Or S <Au-;> 
k j A«*rt wom isr» 4-c e 3 c-i 
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Bittersweet Sugar 

Glyn Leach on the return of 
a fallen hero, page 29 
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Parkes takes care 

unworried of Ewood, page 30 


FIVE NATIONS’ CHAMPIONSHIP: Time for De Glanville to command centre stage at Twickenham for title decider against ■ fricolores 
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Jack Rowell (second left) watches his England charges run through their line-out routine under the sweep of Twickenham's stands yesterday in reatfness for this afternoon's meeting with France 




Photograph: David Ashdown 


England wary of 



CHRIS HEWETT 

Rugby Union Correspondent 

Olivier Merle's sudden occu- 
pation of ills; moral high 
ground ha* provoked so much 
laughter on this side of the 
Channel that England might be 
forgiven for thinking that the 
French have finally relin- 
quished their notoriously ten- 
tative grip on rugby reality'. 
They would be mistaken. 
Twickenham will be no place for 
complacent assumptions this 
afternoon. 

There is no doubt that Eng- 
land can w in - and win well - 
for they have seen off better 
French sides than this in recent 
years. If Abdel Benazzi. the vis- 
iting captain, is to be believed, 
the Tricolores have only a 30 per 
cent chance of victory - a fig- 
ure that just about equates with 
the suspected fitness level of Be- 
nazzis hugely influential out- 
side-half. Alain Pcnuud - and 
it will come as no great surprise 


if the Red Rose is in full bloom 
come the final whistle. 

But as Tim Rodber. the Eng- 
land No 8. said yesterday, the 
unfamiliarity of ifie French line- 
up only adds to the potential pit- 
falls lying in the path of the 
favourites. Had Emile Nta- 
mack. Philippe Saim-Andre. 
Thomas Castaign£dc and 
Richard Dourthe been strutting 
their stuff across the 
greensward. England would 
have known what to expect. By 
comparison, the likes of Laurent 
Leflaraand and David Vendit- 
ti are. for the time being at least, 
spectres in the darkness. 

The danger for England is 
(bat they simply cannot predict 
how the French will approach 
what amounts to a Five Nations 
title decider. Benazzi. a great 
back-row forward in anyone's 
language, is hard-headed 
enough to lake the pragmatic 
line i pragmatic? a French 
swearword surely). On the oth- 
er hand, he may just throw cau- 
tion to the wind on the 


basis that his side have far less 
to lose than their opponents. 

Now that really would be 
worth watching. Penaud and 
Venditti apart, there are two 
other members of the Brive 
back division on view and if 
Philippe Carbonncau and 
Christophc Lamaison enjoy 
anything like the space given to 
them by Leicester in the final 
of the Hcineken Cup in Janu- 
ary', England will be playing for 
pride rather than a Grand Slam 
when they reach Cardiff in a 
fortnight's time. 

The tight attitude will be of 
the essence for both sides, 
which brings us neatly back to 
Monsieur Meric, the man 
mountain from Montferrand 
via Grenoble. His view of the 
English rugby mentality - 
"very unappealing, for their 
players are arrogant and pre- 
tentious'' - might carry more 
clout were it not for his own 
reputation as an .Alp-sized liq- 
uidator with 3n over-active 
right fist. As Ricky Evans, an 


aggrieved Welsh prop, is pre- the French have taken some 
pared to testify- in court, Mer- public steps towards cleaning 
le is no one’s idea of a “play up their act. Merle, Dourthe 
up and play the game" tradi- and Franck Toumaire have all 
tionalist. ~ been suspended for violent 

It is, though, true to say that transgressions during the past 


ENGLAND v FRANCE 


. SnfmKBnnam 7" 7^ 

T Stwnpson .Newcastle 15 J-L Sadoumy ...... ...CalDmters 

J Sleigtithobne Bath 14 L Loflamand — BourgDin 

W Catling Harlequins 13 C Lamatson w— ... -Brive . 

P de Glanville Bath, capt 12 S Gfas — -Bourgptn 

T Underwood Newcastle 11 P Bite 

P Grayson Northampton ID A Penaud...,— — . Brtro 

A GomarsaH Wasps 9 P Cartronneau -Brive 

G Rowntree Leicester 1 C Cafifano wJL-.'Idtikxjse 

M Regan ... Bristol 2 M Dai Maso.—. i —-Agen 

Harlequins 3 F Toumaire .Nwtxxme 

Leicester 4 0 Merle — r — ^Montferrand. - 

— Bristol 5 H Mtorin.. — .——Ibu louse 

Wasps 6 A Benazzi : 

„ Northampton 8 F Peipus-. J3it 

Saracens. 7 0 Magne .... Da* 

scon (Basil. 17 Wflptaqwnent K 16 U Mota (Oa*). 17 D 

■yaeoested.39 ^y ^(Pm^^6Ac cqo*eny eegea. 

20 DGarfMlti 39 R Canal (Beaton) 20 M. Jortare 

mt (Gkwosstert. (Toutouse).ZlMcte RougemontiTooton). 


G Rowntree — - Leicester .1 C Cafifano. 

M Regan ... Bristol 2 M Dal Mas 

J Leonard Harlequins 3 F Toumaire 

M Johnson — . — Leicester 4 0 Merle— 

S Shaw— — Bristol 5 H Mtorin — . 

L DaltagHo ..Wasps 6 A Benazzi • 

T Rodber Northampton 8 F Patous™ 

R Hill — — Saracens 7 OMagne... 

Raptacamonts: 16 J Gascon (Bathl. 17 R N^ye nwntt 
M CatttBaeu. lBAHo^ey (lefcested. 19 
B Clarke (Richmond). 20 DBarforth 39 Rthmd 
ilafcester). 21 P Greening (GkMoastor). (Toutouse). 21 


Raferac J Flemmg ySconanCQ. 


Wduffi 3JMBBCH. 


three seasons and those efforts 
are in stark contrast ro Eng- 
land's uader-the-carpet ap- 
proach. The Rugby Football 
Union will not want to hear 
this, but the French are getting 
it right more often than most 
these days. 

Sensibly, both Jack Rowell, 
the England coach, and Phil de 
Glanvule, his captain, have 
spent much of the last week em- 
phasising the supreme impor- 
tance of discipline. “We became 
involved in a few things that 
would have been better avoid- 
ed during the first few minutes 
in Dublin a fortnight back and 
it’s essentia] that we steer dear 
of that trap against the French," 
said De Glanville, whose pow- 
ers of leadership were rightly 
extolled by Rowell earlier in the 
week. ■ fc " 

Today’s match could scarce- 
ly be more important from De 
GianviHe's point of view. Omit- 
ted from the preliminary Lions 
squad of 62 and heavily criti- 
cised in some quarters for the 


perceived anonymity of his in- 
ternational performances, he 
must prove to his doubters - 
Fran Cotton included - that he 
can do more than simply or- 
ganise the players around him. 
To be blunt, he needs to catch 
the eye on centre stage rather 
than pull a few strings from 
behind the curtain. 

. As so often this season, un- 
timely injury has hindered the 
captain's preparation. The an- 
kle problems that affected De 
Glanville earlier this week are 
said to have cleared, but then 
Penaud is reported by the 
French to be in the pink as well 
The black arts of disinformation 
are as rife in rugby as in every 
other walk of life and iLwfl] be 
no shock if both Jeremy 
Gascon and David Aucagne. 
the talented standfoff from 
Pan, make it off the bench and 
on to the pitch. 

With a young English pack 
showing early signs of impend- 
ing greatness, De GlanvflJe and 
his fellow backs should see 


more than enough of the ball to 
secure victory and thus set up 
a mighty finale at Cardiff Arms 
Park. Although the French back£ ; 
rew looks a class unit, especially 
now that Olivier Magne is in- 
volved on a full-time basis, the 
home trio showed enough 
against Ireland to suggest that 
they will shade ft in the loose. 
Equally, it is hard to see the 
French tight forwards forcing 
Jason Leonard and company 
into their sbefis^esperially as 
there is no Ofivier Ro uniat to 
test Simon Shaw's mettle in the 
middle of the line-ouL 
Perhaps more than in any 
other match the season, the first 
15 minutes hold the key. Five 
weeks ago. Brive caught Leicss- . 
ter so cold that by the time the 
Tigers realised they had a game 
on theft -hands, it had already 
slipped away. If England can hi 
the gpoimdnwmng, they should ^ 
avoid a similar fate. • -. 

Leonard and Benazzi 
profiles, Scots look toTaft, 


American football could provide model 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 


Ruubv union was yesterday in- 
vited to adopt American foot- 
ball's salary capping system and 
also to seek backing from inter- 
national companies. Dan 
Rooney, the president of Pitts- 
burgh Steelers. speaking at a 
seminar in London on the stale 


of the game, insisted that salary 
capping was the only fair system 
to ensure that no club went 
broke through exorbitant wage 
demands, and that the wealthier 
clubs did not have a bottomless 
barrel. 

“It is important to get every- 
one on the same wage." said 
Rooney, who had interrupted a 
busy schedule to speak at the 


seminar, organised by Rugby 
News magazine in association 
with The Independent. 

"The way it works is that the 
teams pool their gross revenue 
in a season, andlhis is shared 
equally among all 3fi teams," 
Rooney explained. While no 
maximum wage operates in the 
NFL there is a minimum level. 

Although the salary cap 


appealed to the Rugby Football 
Union secretary, Tony H alien, 
also at the seminar, he said it 
would be difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to enforce from a legal and 
practical point of view. 

Rooney invited English dubs 
to seek overseas invesLmenL He 
claimed Lhe trailed Kingdom 
provides more visitors to Disney 
World in Florida than anv other 
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Friday's solution 
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ACROSS DOWN 

I Spy group infiltrating 1 Thus to vote unexpectedly 
mosf of single party (6 ) will install Conservative on 
4 Causes annoyance when the quiet (5,4 J 

thrown into river (6) 2 Present scoundrel with the 

9 Former rioter reformed cost of accommodation (7) 
outside 1 8) 3 More upaLhy stirred un 

JO Sailor embraced by chap about artist's "essential" 
from group of business- treatment (12) 

men 16) 5 Fool losing head after in- 

12 Produces a net defidt? dividual turned up to 

(0-L3.4) make a prodaraation (7) 

13 She's foot in motion. t> Not entirelv fake punch - 

showing a style of danc- it goes lo tfie head (5) 
ing (4-4) 7 We hear Hebridean island 

14 Bud dog heading off (5) exploded with colour (3-4) 

lb Glasses in bits, we hear 8 Communication missing a 

(5) long lime? Confusion re- 

18 Lancashire town boy suits (4) 

coming back enthralled 1 1 Unusual cameo with har- 
bv French rock fS) vester in fall (4.1,7) 

2U Slug repellent not usually 15 Joke, English, about bis- 
seen in garden (6-5.4) " torical period of prosperi- 

23 Hurried to acquire some tv (6. 3.1 

police rank (rt) 16 A description of Gibraltar 

24 Advanced job that's wnr- or part of Russia? ( 1) 

ried one whos lapsed (8) 17 Fruitless means of access 

25 A couple of lines about provided without hesita- 

yestc rdav's exam ( 1-5 ) t ion ( 7 ) 

26 Show annoyance or re- 1° Made safe with skilL 

srraint t o ) mostly, and with experi- 

ence (7) 

21 Topless dive? Lean for- 
ward suddenly (5) 

22 Cute bird's sound cut short 
(4) 

The first Cvt correct solutions to this week's puzzle opened next Thurs- 
tlnj receive hardhacbiti copies of the new Oxford Dictionary or Quotations 
. Answers and winners* names will he published nett Saturday Send so- 
lutions to Saturday Crossword. P. O. Box 401 8. The independent, L Cana- 
da Square. Canary Wharf. London E14 5BL. Phase use the box n amber 
and postcode and pise your own postcode. Last week's winners: Susy Nichol- 
son. Uansilio: J Thorpe. Harden: K Smith. Saltaire: G Knowles. Preston: 
J Spivack. Harrow. 


axintry. He also revealed that the 
Disney Corporation is in the 
process of building a sports 
complex. “You have to deal with 
international sponsors," he said. 

"You have to align your- 
selves with, for example, tele- 
phone companies, breweries, 
banks and the leisure industry 
as well as major players such as 
the Heinz corporation. Disney 


and Sony. Television has 
opened the door to advertising 
and sponsors." . 

Whether more En glish dubs 
have the courage to follow the 
example of Harlequins and seek 
international funding - they are 
sponsored by NEC- remains to 
be seen but the invitation and 
opportunity exists. 

Seminar report, page 29 


In. Monday’s 20-pages 

Phil Shaw talks to . . . 
Steve Bud, the locaf herq 
of the Black Country ‘v " 







ICC chief wants lest KzaBu^i 
world championship — i. i r - " 1 : ; "f: 




Cricket 


A formally recognised Test 
cricket world championship, 
first proposed by the Indepen- 
dent four years ago. could be in 
place by the end of the year. 

Speaking in Johannesburg 
during the first Test between 
South Africa and Australia David 
Richards, the chief executive of 
the International Cricket Coun- 
cil. said yesterday that he would 
be seeking assurances from all 
nine Test playing nations that a 
formalised world championship 
would have their backing. 

“The next ICC meeting is in 
Kuala Lumpur on March 23 and 
once we've agreed in principle 
its just a question of juggling 
itineraries to make sure that all 
the countries play each other 
home and away over, perhaps, 
a four-year period,” he said. 

The Independent suggested a 
system with points awarded for 
winning and drawing lest match- 
es, away wins worth twice as 
many points as those at home, 
and bonus points awarded for se- 
ries victories. 

Matthew Engel, the editor of 
Wlafeff, recently suggested an al- 
ternative system whereby a team 
winning a scries would get rwo 


points, one point for a draw and 
no points for a lost series. “The 
points system suggested by 
Matthew Engel seems to be 
the simplest" Richards said. 

Richards added: “There is a 
feeling that we need to r eaffir m 
what the players feel about the 
importance and status of Tkst 
cricket and a world champi- 
onship would certainly raise its 
profile. The ICC cannot limit the 
number of one-day games plsjed 
around the world - that is op to 
each individual country - but 
both Mark Taylor and Hansie 
Cronje [captains of Australia 
and South Africa, respectively] 
have expressed their concerns to 
me about the hectic nature of 
modem playing schedules.” 

■ The England management 
has agreed to allows wives and 
girlfriends to join the players 
during the tour to the west In- 
dies next year, the itinerary for 
which was announced yester- 
day. The tour will also allow 
more time for rest and prepa- 
ration than the tours to Zim- 
babwe and New Zealand. The 
party will acclimatise in Antigua 
before travelling to Jamaica for 
the first Test. 

S Africa fight back, page 29 
West Indies tour ftmernry. 
Sporting Digest, page 31 



Don't bother finfrig out at 
passport control or ; . ) P 
scramming fiorataxi at: 
Paris airport - : *'■’ 
Sit m a wamii-spaafous . 
Eurostar. Rescf-a 
roma ntScnoveL discuss 
theology, perhaps even _ 
play a relaxing game 
of ecrabble. What ciould ' 
be more civilised? 

Oh, and in the unlikely 
event Ifret you wish to 
indulge In an alcoholic^ ■ 
beverage, the. bar .feLopen 
all the way tbtfre centra. ... 
of l^lNo womier: ^ 
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Sens&le suggestion; The Independent proposed its 
bluepriirtfor a Test worWc ha nripion sI ^a in Jtme 1993 
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